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READER: 


Ws een HE following Pieces 
@) being compofed by 
Dr. Francis Hare, 
Vi&siiche late Bilhop of Chi- 
chefter, fome of which are hard- 
ly to be met with, many are 
{mall Tracts, and Mott print. 
ed without a Name; the Print- 
er thought it might be agreeable 
to the Publick to fee them col- 
lected in one Body, in order to 
fave them from that Fate, which 
fuch fmall Pieces muft other- 
wife, in a very few Years, in- 


evitably fuffer. 
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Sermon preached at St. Mary’s Church 
in Cambridge, January the 6th, being 
> the Feaft of the Epiphany. Page 1. 


A Sermon preached before the Honourable Houfe 
of Commons, at the Church of St. Margaret 
Weftmintter, ov Thurfday, Feb. 17, 1708-9, 
being the Day of Thank/giving for the Pre- 
fervation of ber Majefty from the treacherous 
Defigns and Attempts of ber Enemies this 
laft Year ; and for the many great Succeffes 
of her Arms, &c. under the Command of the 
Duke of Marlborough. ag: 
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A. 

Preached at St. Marys Church 
in Cambridge, January the 
6th, being the Feait of the 
Epiphany. 


Ib AOE IKE ROS AT 
A Light to Lighten the Gentiléy — 


OS HE Hymn ftom whence thefe 
5-3 Words are taken, is fo well 
known by being made a Part 
Se of the conftant Service of the 
Fes Church, that I need not men- 
“Ge tion either the Author or O-- 


were fpoken, and by Whom; 
fees Who it is they point to, and is before-hand 
with me in the Application of them to the Day: 
Which the Church hath fet apart to commemorate 
that great Myltery, the Maniteftation of the Meffiah 
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2. A Sermon on the Epiphany. 


to the Gentiles, a Myftery hid from Ages and Ge- 
nerations, but now made known in the Perfons 
of the Wife Men ; who by the Leading of a Star 
came from the Eaft to Ferufalem, to pay their 
Homage to the new-born King: For they were 
the Firft- fruits of the Gentiles ; ; in them was this 
Manifeftation, not only fignified and fhadowed 
forth, but actually begun; fo foon did the Ae/- 
fiak, the Glory of J/rael, begin to be a Light to 
the Gentiles allo. 

This is a Day much to be remembered in it- 
felf; and as itis the laft of the Solemnity of this 
Seafon, fo is it the great Reafon we remembered 
thofe that went before it: For what if Chrift were 
in the Fulnefs of Time born of a pure Virgin ; 
what if he were circumcifed the Eighth Day, and 
made obedient to the Law ; what had thefe Things 
been to us, or what Intereft had we had in them, 
if he that was born and circumcifed, had not been 
manifefted to us? 

If we have any Senfe of the Mifery the Gentile 
World had hitherto, and would have {ll continued 
to lie under, if the Af%zfiab had hot been revealed 
at all; and the yet greater Evils they muft have 
undergone, if he had been revealed in the Manner 
the Fews expected; we fhall fee abundant Rea- 
fon to celebrate this Day, and joyfully acknow- 
ledge the Goodnels of God to us, in that Mani- 
ie. of his Son, which we now commemo- 
rate, And if a Senfe of being delivered from 
our Mifery; if a Senfe of having the greateft 
Evils removed far from us, be fufficient to excite 
Joy and Praife, and Thankfgiving in us; much 
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more will our Rejoycing be increafed ; much 
greater will our Obligations be, when we confi- 
der the Favours and Bleffings we do or may en- 
joy, if it be not our own Fault, in the Room of 
thofe Evils, which we muft have been otherwife 
expofed to. 

_ If the Mefiah had not been revealed at all, the 
World would ftill have lain in Sin, in Blindnefs 
and great Darknefs, and had neither known God, 
nor been known by Him: They would have been 
{till wandering after their own Imaginations, and 
either not fearched, or fearched in vain for any 
teal Hlappinefs; their Wifdom mutt ftill have 
ended in extreme Folly, and they at laft forced to 
fit down, after having tired themfelves in endlefs 
Mazes and Uncertainties, in profound Darknefs, 
and in the Shadow of Death. Such would have 
been the wretched State of Man, had the Meffiah 
never come, or, which is all one, had never been 
revealed to uss for fuch it was before He came, as 
I fhall thew more at large by and by, and fuch it 
{till ts in thofe Parts of the Gentile World, where 
the Light of the Gofpel has never fhone, 

But worfe, much worfe had our Condition been, 
if the Afefiab had been revealed in the Manner 
the Fews expected 3 then indeed He had been a 
Light to the Gentiles, but not to lighten and 
comfort, and give Life to $ far from that, He 
would have been a Light dreadful and terrible, 
to burn up and to dettroy the Nations of the 
Farth, as many as would not bow their Weck to the 
Fewifh Yoke ; which was now, in the Fulnels of 
Time, to be laid on all People, and be, as they 
| ys ee) thought, 
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thought, univerfally fubmitted to: For they ex. 
pected the Mefiah fhould be a mighty Deliverer, 
a glorious Conqueror, one that fhould lift up his 
Voice on high, that fhould be dreadful to the 
Kings of the Earth, and fubdue all~People to | 
Himfelf. They expected a Star fhould arife out of | 
Jacob, and a Sceptre out of Fudah, that fhould | }. 

Siute the Corners of Moab, and deftroy all the Cbil- 
dren of Seth, b 
Thefe were the Beneca tions of the Fews ; which 
had they been fulfilled, had the Meffiah appeared, 
as they flattered themfelves he would, they indeed 
would have had great Reafon to rejoyce: For to ; 
fee the Slavery they were under, for in Truth their 
Subjection to the Roman Yoke was little better, | 
to fee that not only changed into a glorious Li- | | 
berty, but to have themfelves the Power of the | } 
World in their own Hands ; to fee all Nations 
and Kingdoms fall down before them ; but above 
all, to have it now their Furn to rule over thofe, 
who at prefent ruled it over them ; this would 
have been Matter of great Joy to any People, | 
though they had been more confiderable, and fuf- | 
fered: lefs, and had had a better cae than the | 
Fews. But how great foever their Joy would } 
have been on this Occafion, the reft of the World | 
would have had little Reafon to join with them; 
their Portion would have been to lament them. | 
felves and their hard Fortune, their Sorrow roan 
have Rife with the Calamities this State of Things } 
would have reduced them to, and both would have 
increafed is Proportion to the Profperity and Joy | 
of this lithe People; who, confined to a narrow | 
Corner | 
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Corner of the World, now made no Figure, were 
no Terror to their Neighbours, but lived to them- 
felves, defpifing and defpifed. 

But, Thanks be to God, this‘is not the Cafe ; 
their Expectations are fo a from being fulfilled, © 
that the exact Reverfe of them is come to pafs. 
They are fo far from being the only People whom 
the Lord hath redeemed; fo far from engrofling- 
the Bleffings of the Mefiah to themfelves, that 
they are almoft the only Nation that has had no 
Part in them: For God hath given them the Spirit , 
of Slumber, Eyes that they foould not fee, and Ears 
that they foould not bear: They ftumbled, they fell, 
and through their Fall Salvation is come unto the 
Gentiles, So great is the Goodue/s and Severity of 
God; on them which fell, Severity ; but Goodnefs to- 
wards us. His Severity indeed is by no means 
Matter of Joy to a good Man; far be thofe 
Thoughts from us, we ought rather to pity their 
great “Unhappine&, and pray for the Time when 
God will have Mercy on his ancient People ; but 
we ought to make this Ufe of it; it fhould teach 
us to “fet a greater Value on his Goodnefs, who 
have received fuch undeferved and unexpected Fa- 
vours from him, ben we were no People, when 
que fought Him not, nor asked after Him, and that 
not in common and together with them who were 
His People, and whofe God He had declared Him- 
fulf to be; but what is much more furprizing, 
they had no Share in them ; The Casting them away 
qwas the Reconciling of the World. 

That we may the better underfland the Great- 
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nefs of this Mercy, and have a due Senfe of the 
Obligations it brings with it, I fhall confider, 


Firft, The State of the Gentile World before 


eur Saviour came : 


Next, Wherein the Enlightening it confifted ; 
and, 


In the loft Place, make fome Application of 
the Whole, 


Fist, To confider the Staté of the Gentile World 
before our Saviour came, we find it frequently re- 
prefented to us in the Scriptures under one Word, 
and that 1s Darknefs, Yo give Light to them that 
Sit in Darknefs 5 Ye were fometime Darknefs; but now 
are ye Light in the Lord’; who bath called you out 
of Darkiefs, into marvellous Light, We are not of 

the Night, nor of Darkue fs 3 Who bath delivered us 
from the Power of Darknefi 5 with many more 
Places of the like Nature; in all which the Word 
Darknefs is ufed to reprefent the fad Condition the 
World was in before the Meffiah was manifefted 
to them: Sad indeed it was, if this be a juft 
Name for it: For Darknefs we have alla great 
and natural Averfion to’; it js a State of Inacti- 
vity, deprives us of all the Ufe and Pleafure 
of the Day, and ‘is utterly unfit for Motion ; we 
either cannot move, or cannot be fure we move 
aright; it isa Time fit only for the Beafts and 
Men of Prey to move in; for we want the Be- 
nefit of the nobleft and moft ufeful Senfe we have, 

our 
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our Sight, without which the reft are of very little 
Ufe, either to keep us from the Dangers which we 
fhould otherwife bring upon ourfelves, or to de- 
fend us from the Infults and Injuries of others. In 
a Word, there is Nothing creates a greater, or 
more univerfal Fear, than long or unufual Dark- 
nefs; and nothing but Cuftom, and the Help of 
Artificial Light, reconciles us to what is ufual. 
What then can a State of Darknefs mean lefs than 
a Wretched, Tenorant, Uncomfortable State ; a 
State full of Confufion and Error, of Corrupt Opi- 
niens, and Abominable Practices ; a State Hideous 
and Ugly as the firft Chaos, when the Earth was 
without borm and Void, and Darknefs was upon the 
face of the Deep ? | 

Now that the State of the Gentile World before 
our Saviour came, was a State of Darknefs,; and 
defervedly called by fo black a Name, mutt be 
owned by all who have ever looked into thete 
Times, and confidered the Particulars whercin this 
Darknefs confifted 5 which, were they all put to- 
eether, would give us a jult Conception of that 
Univerfal Night, which was fpread over the Intel- 
leftual World. The great Ignorance they were 
under, and the Confequences of it, would give 
us fuch .a frightful Scene of Things, as one can 
hardly tell how to Believe; or Believing, how to 
Reconcile it with the Wifdom and Goodnels 
of that Being, whofe Eyes are always upon the 
Works of his Hands, and who from the Begin- 
ning ruleth over all. The firft and great fun- 
damental Error they were in, was concerning the 
‘True Gop ; their Notions were fo contrary and 
P ONES inconfiftent 
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8 A Sermon on the Epiphany. 
inconfiftent upon this Head, that one cannot read 
them without deeply and frequently Reflecting, 
how poor and low a Thing the Mind of Man is, 
when he attempts to comprehend Divine Truths. 
The. World was divided into two Extremes ; they 
were either for many Gods, or none at all; Opi- 
nions almoft as remote from Truth, as from one 
another. The oldeit indeed, and always moft univer- 
fal Opinion, and which perhaps arofe from the fcat- 
tered and corrupt Remains of fome ancient and 
genuine Traditions, was that of many Gods: But 
this was fo abfurd in itfelf, and all it’s Confe- 
quences; their Number, Names, Aétions, Offices, 
Worfhip and Sacrifices, were fo very unaccount- 
able, fo impoffible to be made Senfe of; that 
when the World grew more refined, the Men of 
Penetration and Thought, to mend the Matter, 
betook them{elves to the oppofite Extreme ; and 
becaufe they could no where meet with a rational 
Religion, vainly concluded that Reaisn and Reli- 
gion were in their Natures inconfiftent ; they. 
conchided no Religion could be True, becaufe all 
they had feen were certainly Falfe. For they 
were in almoft every Cauntry different at the fame 
Time ; and in the fame Country at different 
Times: they worfhipped they knew not what nor 
why; they worfhipped Stocks and Stones, and un- 
der them imaginary Beings infinitely above humane 
Nature, together with others as much below it. 
We have an Epitome of the groffeft and foul- 
eft Superftition the World ever knew, in that one 
People the Egyptians : Nothing can be more ridi- 
culous, than what the beft Writers tell us of their 
Gods, 
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AA Sermon on the Epiphany. 
. Gods, and their Religious Rites; and in their 
Story we fee in effect the Religious of other Nati- 
ons. For Egypt was the great Nurfery of Super- 
{tition ; from thence arofe that thick Darknefs, 
which afterwards overfpread the Earth; not that 
this Darknefs was every where uniformly f{pread ; 
as foon as it began to be diffufed, it was divided 
and broke into unequal Parts, infenfibly altered as 
it went along, and received different Additions, 
according to the feveral Climates to which it came. 
By which Means their Religions by Degrees dif- 
fered more from one another, but not Iefs from 
Reafon than before. Sacred’ and Prophane were 
every where arbitrary Things, and fometimes 
Names directly oppofite were given to the fame 
Thing by different @rders of Men in the fame | 
Country. There was nothing fo abfurd which 
Superftition could not lead them into a Belief of ; 
and if one may judge of what they thought by 
what they did, one would think, the more abfurd 
a Thing was, the more they liked it: otherwife 
one cannot imagine how the World could have 
‘ fallen into fo great a Variety of Errors, fo very 
erofs, with fo {mall a Mixture of Truth in them 5 
which, as it. was very little, fo very probably it 
was owing not to any right Reafoning; for had 
they reafoned about thefe Things rightly, they 
muft needs have found out more Truth; they’ 
could not have ftopped fo very fhort, and have 
taken up with fo few right Notions, fa extreme- 
ly difguifed with falfe ones, Thefe therefore it is 
likely were borrowed from fome Traditions, which 
once were more perfect, but now were grown 
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very old, and by Length of Time, and frequent 
Tranfplanting fo altered and defaced, that the fartt. 
Authors of them would fcarce have known them ; 
fo little of the genuine Parts remained, and the 
old Strokes were in a Manner all gone. Elfe 
how could Things fo incoherent be embraced, 
as there was in molt of their Religions ? how was 
it poflible fo many and fo different Perfuafions 
could be Deductions from the fame common Prin- 
ciples ?.. 

It is hard to conceive how the Opinions of any 
one People, taken together, could proceed from 
any Principles at all: nor indeed did they ; thefe 
Religions were then formed when the World were 
Children .in Underftanding; when they admired 
every Thing, and underftood nothing ; nothing 
of Arts and Sciences, nothing of the Caufes and 
Natures of Things; in a Word, nothing beyond 
their Senics, and what was juft before their Eyes ; 
and by that Means became an eafy Prey to a few, 
who thought farther than the reft, and ufed them 
as we wle Children now; amufed them with Fa- 
bles and ftrange Stories, and lead them which 
Way they would, by complying with their Super- 
ftition; to which Purpofe they took Care the 
Doétrines they taught the People, fhould be ab- 
furd enough, and well adjufted to the Lownefs of 
their Underftandings. ‘This was really the Cafe, 
and no better ; for the Fabulous Age of the 
World was the Time when thefe feveral Religions 
were firft Invented, and their Poets were the Au- 
thors of them; of which the Eldeft either never 
wrote, or at leaft nothing of their genuine Wri- 
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A Sermon on the Epiphany. 11 
tings is now left: but of the Poets which do re- 
main, we find always the oldeft, as had in greateft 
Veneration, fo be fure moft abfurd in Matters of 
Religion. 

‘The World in the mean Time was like to 
thrive and grow in Underftanding, under the In- 
fluence of fuch Teachers, and in embracing 
Schemes of Religion formed in fuch Times, Times 
of which we know nothing certainly befides their 
Ignorance. Yet Confiderations: of State, Ma- 
nagement of defigning Men, and: the Intereft that’ 
a great many had in them, kept thefe Superftitions. 
up in After-Times ; the Bulk of the People being 
as ignorant as ever, and ftill believing whatever 
they were taught. There were, no Doubt, fome 
wife and honeft Men, who faw the Abfurdity of 
thefe Things, and would have declaimed fooner 
and more loudly againft them, but were deter- 
red, it is likely from the Attempt, partly by the 
Danger they might bring upon themfelves, and 
partly through a very right Opinion they had, that 
Religion was neceffary for Society ; and that tho” 
the eftablifhed one were very faulty, there might 
be more Inconvenience in labouring a Change ; 
efpecially fince they could not be fure what Religi- 
on was true to bring in the Room of it, or indeed 
whether any were fo: befides it may he they 
thought, that in that State of Things Prejudices 
were neceffary to make the People have any No- 
tion of Religion ;_ and therefore if they were once 
removed, the People, who are always ready to 
run into’ Extremes, and if once unhinged, are 
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of the Religion they were bred in, would then 
perhaps take up with none at all. Some fuch 
Thoughts probably kept in the wifer Heathens 
from expofing the Folly and Inconfiftency of the 
Religions then in Ufe, who could eafily have fra- 
med more rational Schemes, but were not fure 
they could find out the True one; and therefore 
were content to fit down by thofe they had, and 
make the beft Senfe of them they could, 

In Time indeed they ventured, many of them, 
to refine a little, and by Degrees endeavoured to 
explain away. what was moit apparently abfurd ; 
but this did not fatisfy fome, who being Men of 
more Heat and lefs Difcretion, were for going 


fafter, and thinking they knew more than all be- 


fore them, could not keep in the mighty Secret 
any longer. The Credulity, implicite Belief and 
Bigotry the World had been fo lang under, about 
Things they had fcarce any Notion at all of, 
made them run now into the other Extreme ; and 
fo firft Sceptzez/m and then downright Athei/m be- 
came the Learning and Wifdam of the World, 
Thefe Men having found the World was miftaken 
in many Things, began now to doubt of every 
Thing, they began to queftion the Being of any 
God at all ; and having fhewn with Reafon enough 
on their Side the Folly and. Weaknefs of the com- 
mon Opinions, as they were then corrupted, it was 
fo hard to fee the little Truth that lay under them, 
that without Diftinétion they threw them all away 5 


and fetting up for themfelves, entertained about . 


almoft all Things new Opinions of their own, 
very different from what had been hitherto re- 
ceived, 
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ceived, but not lefs extravagant. And thus by aif. 
ferent Ways they came to all Intents and Purpo- 
fes to the fame End, and left the World in as ill 
a Condition as they found it, or rather made 
Things worfe: for perhaps it is better to a€ upon 
wrong Principles, than none at all; for then Men 
may be governed by thofe that are wifer than 
themfelves, whereas the Men of no Principles can 

be governed neither by themfelves nor others, 
Some of the main Points about which the 
World, when they began to think freely, were 
employed, were thefe; Firft, They were much in 
the Dark, whether there were fuch a Thing as an 
Eternal Intelligent Being or not; if there were, 
wherein his Nature confifted, and what were his 
chief Attributes; and if there were one fuch Being, 
who was infinitely wife and good, whether there 
were not an Evil one equal in Power to him; 
without which they could not account for the Ori- 
gin of Evil, which was always one great Difficul- 
‘ty. Next, if there were One Eternal Mind, and 
but One, which we call Gop, whether he made the 
World or not ; if he did, whether he only put 
Things into that Frame and Order they are now 
in, or whether he made the Things themfelves 
out of Nothing ; If the former, for fie latter was 
an Opinion that all their Philofophy was not able 
to comprehend, whether this Gop were any other 
than the Soul of the World, animating the vatt 
Mafs of Matter, after the farne Manner as the 
Soul of Man actuates his littl World. Again, - 
if Gop were a Being entirely diftinét from the 
Univerfe, with which many of them confounded 
him, 
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14. 1 Sermon on the Epiphany. 
him, whether he did at all intereft himfelf in the 
Government of the World, after he had made it ; 
that is, whether there were any Providence or 
not ;. whether his Happinefs did not confitt in per- 
petual Eafe and Reft, and confequently whether 
any Care or Thought of Bufinefs were not incon- 
fiftent with it; or if he did meddle and concern 
himfelf with the Government of Things, whether 
this Care were not confined within certain Bounds, 
in looking after the great Springs and Wheels of 
the ,Machine, while the Sublunary, Things and 
this lower World were quite neglected s or if he 
took Care of them too, whether this extended to 
the Infenfible and Vegetable Part only, or to the 
Senfible and Rational ; if to them, whether he 
governed the Minds and Actions of Men, or only 
‘their involuntary Motions; if their Minds and 
Thoughts and. Actions, whether by a Chain of 
Caufes linked together in a perpetual and necef- 
fary Order, or only by a Concurrence with their 
own free voluntary Motions; if the latter, whe- 
ther Men were by that rendered capable of Mo- 
ral Good and Moral Evil; if capable, whether 
they were actually accountable to Gop for what 
they do; which fuppofes that there are fixed and 
unalterable Rules of Good and Evil, that thefe 
Rules are the Will of Gop, that he has declared 
this Will of his to Man; if fo, what and how 
many are thefe Rules; when and where revealed 5 
are they all of perpetual and univerfal Obligation 
or not; if fome only, which are they ; what Pu- 
nifhments are annexed to the Violation of them ; 
when to be infli€ted, in this Life or another; if 
1h 
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Al Sermon on the Epiphany. 1% 
in another, the Sou! muft be immortal and imma- 
terial, and the Man muft live again; befides ma- 
ny other Difficulties, which mutt be determined, 
before we can know whether Man be aétually ac- 
countable to Gop for what he does, 7 

Thefe, all thefe are Queftions of great Impor- 
tance, and fuch as the wifeft Heathens could come 
to no certain Conclufions about : Some of them 
indeed by an extraordinary Goodnefs of Mind 
have hit upon noble Thoughts, and very much re- 
fembling Truth ; but when well examined, they 
appear to be, what themfelves could rather with to 
be true, than be at all fure they were fo. I fhall 
give but one Inftance of this, and that is in that 
excellent Difcourfe of Socrates before his Death 5 
in which there are ftrange and furprizing Strokes 
of Truth, about the Immortality of the Soul, and 
the Rewards and Punifhments of another Life, 
Who can without Pity fee the weak Efforts of the 
beft Reafon ? Who can forbear wifhing him Suc- 
cefs, or not be forry, extremely forry at his Dif 
appointment, who has fuch noble Conclufions in 
View ; but is utterly at a Lofs, by what certain 
Steps to get at them? One fees him through all 
along that Piece, very earneft in the Search after 
and Parfuic of Truth; he fometimes takes fuch 
true Steps, and’ purlues fo clofely, that one cannot 
help thinking every Minute, the next will be the 
laft, he feems fo very near it; and then lofes his 
Scent a while, and then comes on again; which 
gives the Reader a very melancholy Pleafure, who 
cannot but be in fome Sort difappointed himiclf, 
every Time he fees He is, The Ditcourle 
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16 A Sermon on the Epiphany. 
throughout muft be owned to be at firft Sight very 
beautiful ; but if one view the Picture nicely, exa- 
mine the feveral Parts of it; the Proportions and 
Reafons on which they are built, the whole will 
appear fuch a ftrange Mixture of Truth and Error, 
full of fuch inconclufive Arguments, fo lke 
Dreaming. of fome Fairy Land, that one cannot 
but wonder how it could come from the Hand of ,; 
fo great a Matter, or be thought a finifhed Piece i 
by thofe that heard it. In Truth, under all the §, 
good Will he difcovers for fo good a Caufe, one 
cannot but obferve with how:much Diffidence 
himfelf fpeaks of it; much lefs can any Body elfe 
be convinced by what he fays, unlefs fuch as come 
prepared to believe before they hear, and can 
take up with Conclufions firft, and then look out 
for Premifes, by which they may feem to others 
to have come to them. 

So great was the Blindnefs and Ignorance the 
World was under. about Things of the greateft 
Moment ; I might proceed to fhew that their 
Works alfo were Works of Darknefs; that their 
Manners, generally fpeaking, were as corrupt as 
theis Opinions 5 but the clofe Connexion there is 
between Religion and Morality makes this lefs ne- 
ceflary, nor have I Time for it, if I would. How 
far this Corruption was inevitable and invincible, 
I will not now difpute : Thus much is certain; the 
World either had no Means to remove it, or at 
Jeaft did not know how to ufe them, and confe- 
quently would never have removed it, had not the 
Mefiah, in the Fulnefg of Time, been revealed to 
them, In Tim (he People that walked in Dark- 
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“1 Sermon on the Epiphany. 17 
nefs, have feen a great Light: they that dwell in the 
Land of the Shadow of Death, upon them hath the 
Light fhined. ct was he difpelled thefe’ Clouds 
which had fo long hung over the Earth: He en- 
lightned the World after this long and univerfal 
Dark, this black eternal Night. 

Wherein this Enlightning the World confifted, 
was the Second Thine I propofed to fpeak to ; 
which I fhall do very briefly. 

It confifted then in introducing a new State of 
Things; a State in all its Parts oppofite to that I 
have been defcribing ; in teaching the World all 
that is neceffary for them to know of Divine 
Things, of the Nature of Gop, and of them- 
felves ; in giving us juft and true Notions of the 
Divine Providence, of his Wifdom and Goodnefs 
_in governing the World; in laying down excellent 
Rules of living well, and teaching us the true Na- 
ture of. moral Good and Evil ; and, laftly, in giv- 
ing us a reafonable Worhhip, worthy of Man, and 
in fome Sort worthy his Creator. : 

Now the World is no longer at a Lofs to know 
what Gop is, what he requires of us, and how 
he will be ferved : Now we have a certain Meafure 
of ‘our Duty ; we have fixed unalterable. Rules to 
go by; we depend now no longer on our own 
Reafon, or the Authority of others ; we are di- 
reGted by the highcft Reafon of the beft Being, by 
the Divine and Infallible Guidance of the Son of 
Gop. Before, the World mutt either have follow- 
ed the Dictates of fome great Law-giver, or found 
out the Rules of their Duty for themfelves. As to 
the former, no Man ever had or could have an 
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Authority to prefcribe to the Reft of the World, 
nor was it fafe he fhould, as appears from the great 
Imperfections that are to be met with in the beft 
Syftems of human Laws ; nor could they find out 
the Mealure of their Duty themfelves, for that re- 
quires vaft Abilities, capable of drawing a very 
Jong Chain of Confequences from a very few Prin- 
ciples ; and therefore, if poffible, yet is 1t what 
much the greateft Part of Mankind have neither 
Capacity nor Opportunity for, 

Bat this is but a Part only of what our Saviour 
has done for us; to all this he has added great and 
precious Promifes, to invite us to our Duty, and 
pr ee ‘hreats to deter us from the con- 
trary ; And that nothing might be wanting to com- 
pleat this great Redempron he hath wrought for 
‘us, that no one might complain he had not ‘all due 
Affiftance to enable him to do what is required of 
him, he hath gracioufly promifed his Holy Spirit 
to all them that call upon him, 

O! how thankful ought we all to be for this 
ereat Goodnefs of Gop to us; how careful not to 
Gadlenvalue it, as fome do, who bya ftrange In- 
gratitude, becaufe Gop hath fuficred them to en- 
joy the Light, conclude there was no Darknefs, 
and that the World would have been fufficiently 
enlightned, though Gop had done nothing of all 
this for them, They deny the Neceflity of Reve- 
Jation, and bring down the jublime Perfection of 
the Chriltian Roe to that which they call Na- 
tural: They can now prove to you from that all 
the Truths delivered in the Gofpel, and argue againft 
Revealed Religion from that very Light it fur- 
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4 Sermon on the Epiphany. 19 
nifhes them with ; and {fo in Truth beg the Que- 
ftion, while to prove they do not ftand in need of 
Revelation, they produce, as the Efe of their 
Own unaffifted Reafon, what was really borrowed 
from it, They diftinguith not between Reafon 
with, and without the Helps the Scriptures give 
dt; which yet are very different Things, as different 
‘as-it is to find out a Thing, and affent to it when 
tis found out: A Man may as well fay, he can 
Move as regularly in the Dark as in the Light, 
‘becaufe he hath in both the Faculty of moving ; 
as pretend he could reafon as well without the Gof. 
pel, as he can under it, becaufe he would have the 
Faculty of Reafoning then as well as now. Could 
thefe Men poffibly efface the early Notices they 
received from Revelation, they would foon think 
more meanly of themfelves, and fee how {mall 
Advances we fhould make, if Gop, in his Dif. 
pleafure, had ftill left us to ourfelves ; or, if el- 
ther their great Opinion of themfelves, or the real 
Difficulty of the Thing hinder them from judg- 
-ing of the Strength, or rather Weaknefs of their 
own Reafon, in Cafe it were divefted of the Helps 
they have from Revelation, a little Learning will 
ferve the Turn: Let them look back into the firft 
Hiftories of the éarlieft Times; let them read the 
bet. Difcourfes of the ableft Men, Men no way in- 
ferior to them in natural Abilities, Men of ereater 
Induftry, clofer-Thought and more Virtue; and 
then they will be eafily convinced, unlefs they are 
-refolved not to fee, how few Conclufions we are 
‘able to come to of ourlclyes about Divine Matters, 
Bm abouc 
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about Gop, Religion, Liberty, Morality, a future 
Judgment and Immortality. 

There is great Reafon to think thefe Men con- 
tend for Natural Religion, not for its own Sake, 
but to pull down that which is revealed ; and were 
that once done, they would deal eafily enough 
with this, and fo get to their beloved Conclufion, 
That there is no Religion at all: They would 
then be very ingenious in fhewing the Faults and 
In:perfections of what they now fo much cry up, 
and would with Triumph prove, That they who 
have thrown off Revealed Religion, cannot reafon- 
ably adhere to it; fince the Difficulties againft one, 
many of them at leaft, le equally againft the 
other; if one be abfurd and too hard to be believ- 
ed, fo is the other ; and no one, who can take up 
with the Principles of Natural Religion, can find it 
difficult to embrace the Chriftian. 

But we have not fo learned Chriff, we fee and 
know the great Things he hath done for us, that 
he is the true Light, and that the World was in 
Darknefs before he came: He is the great Re- 
{torer and Deliverer of Mankind from that Blind- 
nefs and Ignorance the Degeneracy of their Na- 
ture had brought them under ; it was he that 
formed anew, as it were, this Part af the Crea- 
tion, and gave again to Man an underftanding 
Heart : He ftampt again upon him the Image of 
his Maker, that Image, on which the Dominion 
of Man over the reft of the Creation was at firft 
founded: Which Preheminence before it was hard 
to fee a Reafon for, he differed fo very little from 
the Beafts that perifh ; but now hath Gop exalted 

him 
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him for ever, he hath once more made him a lit- 
tle lower than the Angels, he hath crowned him 
with fonour and Immortality, which is again 
brought to Light by the Gofpel of his Son. This 
1s the Lord’s doing, and is marvellous in our Eyes ; 
for this fhould every Mouth be full of Thank{giv- 
ing, and every Tongue tell forth his Praife. Ic is 
as impoflible to have a Senfe of thefe Favours, and 
not be thankful fér them, as it is for thofe to be 
thankful, who have no Senfe of them. 

But this is not all, it is not enough to thank 
Gop on this wife: The Natural Confequence of 
what he has done for us, is to deny Ungodlinefs 
and worldly Lufts, to have no Fellowfhip with the 
unfruitful Works of Darknefs, but to walk as Chil- 
dren of the Light and of the Day. The Times of 
Darknefs were Times of Ignorance, and therefore 
Gop winked at thems; but now fince the Light 
of the Gofpel is fhed abroad, he commands all 
Men every where to repent. Our Duty rifes in 
Proportion to the Means Gop has furnifhed us 
with for the Performance of it: This every body 
is fenfible of, this makes wicked Men fo naturally 
plead Ignorance ; this makes Men fhut their Eyes 
fo hard againft the Light of the Gofpel, as being 
confcious they are without Excufe, if the Light 
really fhines upon them, and they fee it does fo, 
and yet ftill work the Works of Darknefs. Now 
if this be fo, if our Duty increafes as the Light 
does that is given us to work by, then are they 
under the greateft Obligations, who enjoy moft of 
this Light : And therefore as the Yewi/h Difpen. 
{ition obliged them toa greater Perfection and 
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22 4 Sermon on the Epiphany. 
Holinefs than what the Heathen World knew, fo 
does Chriftianity oblige us to a greater than el- 
ther. We are taught, that except our Righteouf- 
nefs exceed the Righteoufnefs of the Scribes and Pha- 
rifees, we fhall in no Cafe enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

By the fame Argument a greater Degree of 
Piety, Charity, and other Virtues, will be required. 
of fome Parts of the Chriftian World above 
others, in as much as they enjoy greater Light, 
purer and lefs corrupted by Superftition, Igno- 
rance, and the Remains. of ancient Heathenifm, 
This is the Cafe of the Reformed Churches, in 
Comparifon not only of the Roman, but of any 
other Chriftian Church now in Being: And if all 
the Reformed Churches enjoy not an equal Light, 
we have no Reafon to think any of them on this 
Account more happy than our own, And _ iny 
deed, we are apt enough to own this, and pleafe 
ourfelves with the Thoughts of being of fo pure a 
Church, where we have the Word of Gop conftant- 
ly read and preached to us, frequent Sacraments, 
and daily Prayers: We are bred up to a rational 
and intelligible Devotion; we want neither the 
Subftance nor Form of Godlinefs; we are taught 
to ferve Gop with the pureft Worfhip, and in the 
moft decent Manner. But it is ftrange to fee 
Men cry up this Church, and value themfelves for 
being Members of it, and yet not fee at the fame 
Time, how much more they have on this Account 
to anfwer for; how by this Means the great Plea 
of not knowing or not being taught:their Duty, 
is wholly taken from them. 
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But I muft not ftop here ; the Gradation from 
Heathenifm to Judaifm, and from thence to Chri- 
{tianity in general, then to the Reformed Parts of 
ir, and laft of all to our own Church, this Grada- 
tion muft ftill be carried one Step higher, from 
our Church to the Eyes of ic the Univerfities. 
Here we meet with greater, much greater Means 
of knowing and doing our Duty, than any other 
Place any where affords. And who does not fee 
the Confequence of this? Were a Man who had 
never feen or heard of fuch a Place as this before, 
for the firft Time made acquainted with the Infti- 
tution and Defign of it, the Laws we are govern- 
ed by, the Care and Difcipline and Method of 
Inftruction, and Jaftly, the great and good Ex- 
amples we live under; how would he long after 
the Original of fo fair a Picture ; how ‘defirous 
would he be to fee this Beauty of our Earth ? 
He would expect Learning to run down among us 
like a Stream, and Righteoufnefs like a Flood ; 
he would expeét to mect every where with bright 
and fhining Inftances of Piety and Hplinefs, of 
Induftry and Temperance, of Charity, Patience, 
and Humility; in fhort, fomething far beyond 
the Improvements the reft of the World are ca- 
pable of. 

But I need not fuppofe what Thoughts a Man 
would have, who never faw any Thing of a Uni- 
verfity beyond the Scheme and Model of it; we 
are pretty wel] convinced, that this is what the 
World expects of us: For if they did not look 
for fomething very perfect, they would think our 
Jmperfections a great deal Jefs than we find they 
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24. Sermon on the Epiphany. 
are apt to do, Which fhould be an additional 
Argument to us to walk worthy of the Light we 
have ; for our Light is not like the Pillar that 
led the [/raelites of old; a Light to them it was 
to @uide, and Dark to all befides; as we have 
this Light, fo every body fees we have it, and from 
thence are ready to take all Advantages againtt 
us. Ithink we may, without great Partiality to 
ourfelves, fay, We are not fairly dealt with in this 
Matter ; Envy and Il nature and a Spirit of Pha- 
naticifin, both as to the Civil and Religious State, 
have certainly a great Share in the load Complaints 
againft us 3 and they that rail at‘us for being no 
better, are many of them really forry, we are no 
worfe. Men who defign to deftroy all Principles 
of Religion and Government, cannot with Pati- 
ence fee thofe Places Hourith, which are {fo directly 
oppofite to fuch Defigns, whofe very End is to in- 
ftill true Notions of thefe Things, and root ‘out 
all deftructive Opinions whatfoever. Which makes 
Atheifts and Deijts neceffarily Enemies to our very 
Conftitution, for thefe are the Banks that keep out 
their pernicious Dottrines from breaking in upon 
the Nation. Not that thefe are all the Enemies 
we have ; a little Truth mixed witha great deal 
of Calumny, has made our Faults appear much 
greater than they are ; by which Means other and 
better Men have been unhappily influenced to the 
Prejudice of thefe Places, 
ut how unjuft foever thefe Complaints are, we 
-may make a right Ufe of them, by mending what- 
ever is amifs, by walking more circumfpectly, and 
giving no Occafion to the Adverfary. It is the 
Fate 
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Fate of Perfons and Places that are eminent; the 
MaOrerthcy mare toe thevhiore they are expofed to 
publick View, and confequently Cenfure ; for 
many, a great many, take a View of them, not 
to admire their Beauty or Excellency, but to find 
fome Fault with them; and then are moft difap- 
pointed when they find feweft. And as this is ge- 
nerally one of the Difadvantages of a high Station, 
fo it is in a peculiar Manner, and for particular 
Reafons, the Fortune or rather Fate of thofe []- 
luftrious Bodies the Univerfities, 

Bat to return from this Digreffion, which a jutt 
Senfe of the Light we live under, the Obligations 
it lays on us, and the Reftlefnefs of our Enemies, 
has led me to; where much is given, much is re- 
quired ; and in Return of great Favours, great 
Duties become due from us ; and if we would be 
the better for the Tight that is come into the 
World, we mutt endeavour to deferyé It; we can 
have no Benefit in the bright Shining of the Gof. 
pel, unlefs we renounce the hidden Pleatures of 
the Night. Gop did not give us this Light to 
glory in our Shame, and thew that we can be 
wicked ftill, that we can abufe his Grace, and dare 
produce thofe Montters into open Day, which be- 


. fore were fhrowded under the Cover of the Dark, 


No, what was then excufable, is now no longer fo ; 
to prefer the abfurd Pleafures of Sin before the 
Beauty and Comelinef§ of Virtue, when our Eyes 
are open, and in the Day, this is very unnatural 
and unpardonable ; this proves we want common 
Senfe as well as common Gratitude ; this cannot 
but be highly provoking to Almighty Gop, who 
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beftowed thefe Favours on us to quite other Par- 
pofes. Let us not therefore any longer diltinguith 
our Time as Chriftians into Light and Darknels, 
and think we have the Nighe {till left to revel in: 
The Darknefs now will not cover us, the Darkne/s 
45 no Darknefs to us, the Light is as clear as the 
Day, the Darknefs and Light to us are both alike. 
For fince the Son of Righteoufnefs is rifen, fince 
he that was in the Beginning Light, Eternal Licht, 
is come down among us, and become the Light 
of Men; to this new State agrees the Defcription 
St. Fobn gives us of the New Ferufalem, with which 
I thall conclude. The City bad no need of the Sun, 
neither of the Moon to bine in it 3 for the Glory of 
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the Light there- 
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A 
SERMON 
Preached before the Honourable Houfe 
of Commons, at the Church of St. Marga- 
ret. FV eftminfer, on ‘Yhurfday, Feb. 17. 
1708-9. Being the Day of Thankfgiving 
for the Prefervation of Her Majefty from 
the Treacherous Defigns and Attempts of 
Her Enemies this laft Year; and for the 
many great Succefles of Her Arms, &c. un- 
der the Command of the Duke of Mar/- 


borough. 


Pfal. LX XI. xvii, xvi, xix. 

Thy Righteoufne)s, O God, is very high, and great 
Things are they that Thou baft done; O God, who 
is like unto Thee! 

O what great Troubles and Adverfities haft Thou 
foewed me! Ard yet didft Thou turn and refrefh 


me 3 


Thou haft brought me to great Honour, and comfor- 


ted me on every Side. 


eG N thefe Words, whatever were the 
oar ce @ particular Occafion of them, we 
Ge behold the Royal Pfalmift re- 
Z an flecting with great Joy on the 
oe Sve fignal Deliverances he had been 


Visiea with ; for from a State 


of arth Ne Adverfity, he was, to the Surprife 
of 
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of his Enemies, advanced to a high Degree of Fe. 
licity and Honour; which he afcribes not to him- 
{elf but God ; he Owns it to be his Work, the Ef. 
fe& of that fupreme Goodnefs and Power, that 
Boverns all things; Thy Righteoufiefs, O God, is 
very bigh, and great Things are they that Tho haft 
done; and from thence he is encouraged to put 
the fullett Affurance and Truft in him ; the Fy. 
periences he had already had of the Divine Fa- 
vour, are his great Support againft the Evils that 
Will threatned him ; and it is with this View he 
reflects on what was pat; That God had brought 
hii to great Flonour, and comforted him on every 
Side. For his Happinefs, as yet, preat as it was, 
mer ae! Complcetsiasus plain from-the firft Words 
ofthe Palm ; In thee O Lord have I put my LP uft. 
let me newer be Put to Confufion, &c. He trutts 
God will not leave him, till he has eftablithed his 
Throne, and made his Enemies to be at Peace 
with him ; and that he might not forfeit thefe 
comfortable Hopes by his Ingratitude, in the 
Text and throughout the Pfalm he expreffes the 
deepeft Senfe of God?s Mercies to him hitherto, 
and returns the moft devout and humble Thanks 
for them, 

In this Manner, and with thei Views the good - 
King confiders in this, and many other Pfalms, 
the furprizing Turns, which from Time to Time 
God gave to his Affairs, by fuch vifible Interpo- 
fitions of his Providence, that all might {ee it was 
the Lerd’s Doing, And the Duty of this Day calls 
upon us to follow’ his Example, who in Obedj- 
chee to her Majefty, are met together thankfully 
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to celebrate the frefh Bleffings vouchfafed to Her ; 
every Year of whofe Reign has been happily 
diftinguifhed -with moft evident Marks of the 
Divine Favour, bat none with fo many, as That 
we now give Thanks for. Give me Leave there- 
fore, fince all the Time that can be allowed to ~ 
a Difcourfe of this Nature, is much too litcdle for 
fo great a Subject, ‘to wave the general Reflections 
the Text fuggefts to us, and come immediately to 
the Bufinefs of the Day, and the Matter of our. 
prefent Joy ; in fpeaking to which I propofe 
thefe Four Things. 

firf, To reprefent to you the Greatnefs and 
Importance of thofe Succeffes which make the 
Glory of this laft Campaign, 

Secondly, To point out to you the Finger of 
God in them, and the vifible Interpofitions of hig 
Providence in Favour of us. 

Thirdly, ‘To confider the great Encouragement 
thefe Bleffings give us to hope for more. And 

Fourthly, In the laft Place, to lay before you the 
Duties a juft Senfe of them fhould lead us to, as the 
moft fuitable Expreffions of our Thankfalnefs. 

Firft, Let me reprefent to you the Greatnefs 
and Importance of thofe Succefles, which have 
made this laft Campaign fo very glorious ; and 

1, Thefe are fuch as, taken by themfelves, can- 
not but be pleafing to all, who are truly in the In- 
tereft of their Queen and Country ; much more, 

2. If we look to the Difficulties, through which 
they have been gained, 7 

3. More ftill, if we compare the Iffue of this 
glorious Year, with the Schemes the Enemy ay 

early, 
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30 Thank/giving Sermon before 
early, and as they thought, furely laid to ruin us; 
but, 

4. Then moft of all will our Succeffes be 
pleafing to us, when we confider; what oute 
weighs all other Advantages, the plain Difcovery 
they have made of the Inability and Weaknefs of 
the Enemy. . 

1. The Glory of her Majefty’s Arms is ad- 
vanced to that Height, that to win Battles and 
take Towns is become familiar to us; and as if 
we hada Right to them, we look on it as a loft 
Campaign, in which there is nothing won; while 
by a ftrange Reverfe of Things, the Enemy, the 
once fo powerful and formidable Enemy, are high- 
ly content to pafs the Summer in Inaction, and 
‘their ableft General thinks it ereat Glory to do 
‘nothing. Nay, we are not fatisfied with the Win- 
ning of a Battle, if it be not of the Size of Ra- 
‘mellies and Blenbeim, ‘one of which removed the 
War from the Heart of the Empire to the Border 
of the proud Enemy, from the Danybe to the 
Rhine, and from thence to the Mo/élle ; -the other 
fybdued to us the greateft Part of the Spani/h Ne- 
therlands, in as little Time as it-would have coft 
the moft incurious Traveller to go over them, 
Thefe ACions have made all after-Succeffes feem 
little in our Eyes, and we can fearce allow a: Vic- 
tory the Name, if the Lofs of a whole Country 
do not immediately attend the Fate of it: But 
not to mention, how often great and entire Victo- 
ries have had no fuch Confequences, it 1s reafona- 
ble, we fhould be as difficult to allow ‘our Forces 
have won a Battle, as the Enemy are to own they 

have 
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have loft one, becaufe it is fort :of thofe which 
have no Parallel ? Or could we expect this Action 
alfo fhould be followed with the Reduion of a 
whole Country, when it was plain, the A@tions it 
came after, left no Country unreduced, but what 
Was govered with fuch a Frentier, as nothing but 
the Force of a mighty Seige could break through ? 
And that a glorious Way was apened to, by the 
Victory of Oudenarde 5 which if it was not fo en- 
tire and complete, as a little more Day-light 
would have made it; for then probably we had 
not left the Enemy fo much as the Face of an 
Army, to difturb us for the reft of the Campaien ; 
yet fo much was done, that the Work of a Day 
feemed crowded into a few Hours; and fuch a 
Deftruction was made of their beft Troops, that 
they did not dare to thew themfelves in Six Wecks 
after, though it concerned them, of all Things to 
prevent, if poffible, by a fecond Action, the Pre. 
parations we were making to improve the firft. 

So far was this from deferving to be thought a 
little Victory; and the Importance of it has been 
fhewn to be equal to its GreatnefS by the Ufe our 
Victorious Leader, in Spite of all Difficulties, re- 
folved to make of it, For inftead of amufing 
himfelf to retake Places which was univerfally 
Judged the Enemy would immediately abandon of 
themfelves, or would be foon obliged to quit, to 
‘fave their own Country from the Ruin it was 
threatned with, or which at wortt muft follow the 
Fate of a greater Enterprize, he marched directly 
to their Lines; which had he not done, had he 
delayed one Day longer, though the beaten Army 

did 
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not ftir, he had not found them fo unprovided, as 
they were, but defended by a Marthal of France, 
at the Head of a good Body of frefh Troops. ’ 
This firft Step laid open to us one of their richeft 
Provinces, and put it in our Power to wound 
them in the moft fenfible Part, by laying Siege 
to a Town, which it was of the laft Concern to 
them to fave ; a Town, which for its Strength 
they looked on as Impregnable, it being the Maf- 
ter-Piece of the ableft Engineer that Kingdom 
has produced ; and the great King had added 
{uch Beauty to its Strength, as fhewed, he thought 
no Body would dare to touch a Place, which he 
had been at fo much Charge to make his own; 
and he was juftifed in thinking fo, by an undif- 
turbed Poffeflion of more than forty Years: In 
Truth, the very flender Knowledge our beft Engi- 
neers had of it, is a fufficient Proof they never 
dreamed of fecing that glorious Day, when a 
Confederate Army fhould be able to come againft 
it. It was fo great an Enterprize in the Judgment 
of the Enemy, that they could not believe we 
really meant it, when it was plain we could mean 
nothing elfe; they thought it was a Feint only to 
draw them from the Potts they were ‘entrenched 
in, or pretended to think fo, to colour their ftaying 
fo long in them to fo little Purpofe, or to excufe 
their not endeavouring to prevent our Artillery 
from coming up. But when it was too late to 
diflumble their Concern, then what Confufion were 
they in? What a Noife was there, that they would 
and muft raife the Siege coft what it will ? How 
many Councils were there held ? What furious 
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Motions did they make, or rather what not? 
Sometimes they threatned a powerful Diverfion, 
that they would befiege this Place and that, and a 
third; and a fourth, and give us fufficient Rea- 
fon to repent fo rath an Enterprize ; fometimes 
nothing would do but they would fight us; and 
Once they ventured nearer than they would have 
done, when we had by entrenching help’d them to 
a decent Pretence for not attacking us, and they 
Were aflured we fhould not attack them. Bat in 
their cooler Thoughts they were content to fit 
down with a Delign to ftarve us, a poor Defign, 
had not the Siege been drawn out into an unex- 
pected Leneth ; and to compas it there was no 
Aétion fo mean, they did not condefcend to; no 
Faith fo facred, they did not violate, 

Once indeed they had the Courage to try a 
braver Part, and with a great Body of Troops 
marched to intercept a Conyoy, without which, 
they knew the Siege could not be carried on; but 
the Event foon fhewed, it had been better for them 
to have Jain ftill, their Attempt having ferved to 
nothing elfe, but to make another Place famous 
by a frefh Defeat of. them: Wynendale will be 
always named among the Succefles of this me- 
morable Year, where a {mall Body of Foot, under 
the Command of a Member of this Honourable 
Houfe, maintained themfélves againft near thrice 
their Number, though fupported by a good Body 
of Horfe, and provided with a numerous Artillery ; 
and atter a brave Defence, obliged them to a 
fcandalous Retreat, 
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Thus we have the fulleft Proof even from the’ 
Enemy, that the right Ufe was made of our firft 
Succefs, and that a more fatal Blow could not 
have been given them ; but we want not the Voice 
of Enemies or Friends to witnefs the Importance 
of this Enterprize; by the Succefs of which not 
only their Frontier is broke into, in the moft de- 
firable Part, and a fair Advance made towards 
penetrating into the Heart of France; but, what 
the great Monarch owes more to than his Sword, 
his Treafure alfo is extremely affected by it, it 
Jofes him a great Revenue, which at this Time he 
can very ill want; it makes:a mighty Interruption 
in Traffick and Commerce through his own King- 
dom, and almoft cuts off the greateft Advantage 
he had by an open Trade with our Allies. In 
fhort, Taking Life is cutting a Nerve in the Body 
Politick, one of the largeft and moft ufeful Nerves, 
from whence his greateft Armies received their 
Nourifhment, from whence his //anders Forces were 
always paid. But there was full fomething want- 
ing to compleat the Glory of the Year, the Enemy 
ftill kept the Places they had furprized in the Be- 
ginning of the Summer , this, our victorious 
Leader thought too great a Check to the further 
Progrefs of our Arms, to be endured ; and there- 
fore, notwithftanding the great Things he had al- 
ready done, he refufed to fheath his Sword, or to 
take any Reft, till by diflodging the Enemy he had 
cleared the Way for opening the next Campaign, 
with as much Glory as he has finifhed this. 
Thefe are Succefles, that cannot but be very 
pleafing, taken in themfelves ; much more, ° 
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2. When we look to the Difficulties through 
which they have been gained. Few, I believe, ex- 
pected more on that Side this Campaign, than 
was done the laft, it was {© impoffible with one 
Army to act offenfively, and at the fame Time to 
cover fo large and weak a Frontier ; and another 
» Was not to be had in the Opinion of every Body, 
but him who knows not what it is to defpair of 
any Thing, By his E'ndeavours, this infuperable 
Difficulty, for fo it was thought, was timely over- 
come; it was agreed a Second Army fhould join 
him from the Rhine, and which was equal to an 
Army, that it fhould be commanded by his other 
felf, the faithful and brave Eugene. The Secret 
was as well kept, as if no fuch Thing had been 
Intended, and a convenient Poft taken to facilitate 
the Junction ; and the Enemy feemed to have no 
Part left, but to retire, and leave us the Field, and 
the Honour of a Siege. But Contrary to our Ex. 
pectations, juft as the Meafures, that had been 
concerted, were upon the Point of Execution, they 
had like to have defeated all, by a fuccefsful Piece 
of Treachery, which put us under a Neceffity of 
Fighting without the Troops. we had impatiently 
expected, but not without him, who was to head 
them: a Battle was abfolutely neceffary to retrieve 
Affairs, and yet could not be come at, but by do. 
ing what will hardly be thought credible, 

After a continued March of two Nights and two 
Days, for fo I call a March interrupted only by the 
Halt of a few Hours, which was more for a Blind to 
the Enemy, than a Refrefhment to‘the Troops, on 
the third Day the Army marched again, patled 2 
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the Face of the Enemy a large and rapid River, 
beat them from the ftrongeft Pofts with fearce half 
their Number, and after a great Slaughter forced | 
them to a molt ignominious Retreat ; and all this. 
in lefs Time than the bare Difpofition for a Battle 
in fuch Ground, according to the Rules of War, 
could have been made. With fuch Rapidity did 
thefe Heroes run to Victory, They were fwifter 
than Eagles, they were fironger than Lions. The 
Iluftrious Prince, who on that glorious Day was 
firft initiated in the Art of War, rejoiced to tread 
in the Steps of fuch Leaders, or rather by an Ex- 
cefs of Courage went beyond them; the meaneft 
Officer followed their Example, and there was no- 
thing Troops fo commanded could think too hard 
for them. 

But as great as thefe Difficulties were, the En- 
terprize they made Way for, was attended with 
much ereater, Could we not have formed the 
Siege we did, little had remained of our Victory, 
but the Glory of regaining by the Sword, what 
Surprize and Treachery had taken from us; but a 
Siege, much lels fo great a one, we could not un- 
dertake without Artillery; and to have Artillery, 
while the Enemy were in Poffeflion of Ghent, eve- 
ry Body, I believe, will own they thought impof- 
fible, till he, who has a Genius equal to all Difi- 
culties, fhewed the Way, and contrived the Means ; 
which were executed with that wonderful Dexterity 
and Diligence, that the greateft Train, that per- 
haps was ever brought fo far by Land, was provi- 
ded in a little Time, and conducted between two 
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Armies of the Enemies, without the leatt Diftur- 
bance, fafe to us. 

After this Succefs, which might juftly be efteem- 
ed a fecond Victory, there feemed to be little to do; 
but to attend quietly, four or five Weeks, the live of 
the Siege: but by fetting out Wrong at firft, our 
Engineers foon came to want, what of all Things 
Was hardett to be fupplied; and the flow Pro- 
erefs, that was made afterwards, put the Siege in 
the utmoft Danger of Mifcarrying, and the Army 
of Starving, And thee unpromifing Appearan- 
ces, made not a few wifh the Weather would 
give us a Pretence to raife a Siege, we fcemed 
unable to go through. 

Never fure had covering Army fo much Work, 
never had Commander fo great a Trial of all the 
Qualities, that go to make a confummate General. 
To hinder fo long the Junction of the Enemy, to 
‘prevent their difturbing the Siege, or making a 
Diverfion, to keep for ten Weeks a Communica- 
tion with Braffels, and when that was {topped, to 
open another with Offend, and after that {till to 
find out new Reforts, and fubfift a great Army 
thrice the Time that was expected, in an Ene- 
my’s Country, that we feemed to have eat up, even 
before we were perfectly confined to it: Thefe are 
Difficulties nothing could furmount, but a Mind, 
that cannot be puzzled or difimayed. 

But this is not all ; while we were Befieging, 
we were Befieged ourfelves 5 the Enemy had hem- 
med us in on every Side, and for ten Weeks to- 
oether entrenched the Schelde with all the Diligence 
they could, refolved, it feems, we fhould not pals 
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on any Terms : But when the Siege they had laid 
to Bruffels, made the Tryai neceffary, neither Ri- 
ver, nor Army, nor Entrenchments availed any 
Thing. We furprized the Enemy, ata Time 
when they were moft concerned to be upon their 
Guard ; and what is beyond all Behef, paffed the 
River they had been fo long Fortifying, without 
the Lofs of oné Man; ‘and by that happy Paf 
fage their Siege was railed, before it was well be- 
gun. 

Thefe are fuch Difficulties, ‘as greatly enhance 
the Value of: the Succefles we rejoyce in, and ferve 
for Shades to illuftrate and fet off the many ma- 
{terly Strokes, which a curious Eye cannot but 
difcern in the beautiful Plan of this great and won- 
derful Campaign. I might add, that the Length 
of our Siege made it late in December, before 
‘we could attempt to retake. the Places the 
Enemy had ftolen from us; which is itfelf 
fuch a Circumftance, as is without Example in 
that Country: But in the End, this Succefg alfo 
was added to the reft, and the Campaign was 
happily concluded with the Year, Tbe proud Rob- 
bers were at length themfelves fpoiled, and the Men, 
whofe Hands were mighty, have found nothing. 

But, 3dly, It will add ftill more to the Pleafare 
thefe Succefles give, to compare the Ifue of this 
Glorious Year with the Schemes the Enemy had 
early, and as they thought, furely laid to ruin us, 
Their Affairs were brought to that Pats, that 
without fome great Turn given to, them, they 
could neither hope for a good Peace, nor béar the 
Continuance of the War. This made them re- 
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folve to try a lait Effort to confound us all at 
once, and bring the War by an Jnvafion home to 
us 3 tempted, as it fhould feem, not fo much by 
any great Appearance of Succefs,.as by the mighty 
Service it would do them, in Cafe they fhould 
fucceed. For then would the Phantome of Glo- 
ry, that feemed to be difappearing, again lift up 
her Head ; then would Revenge and Bigotry glo- 
rioufly difplay themfelves ; then would the ereat 
. King be at Liberty to add to France what Parts 
of the Spani/b Monarchy he pleafed, and to fix 
the reft in his own Tfoufe ; then would the fo 
much long’d-for Pleafure have been gtatified, the 
Pleafure of confounding a Nation he has always 
born an immortal Hatred to, the Britifh Nation, 
whofe Religion and Government have been the 
great Bulwarks to keep out Tyranny and Superfti- 
tion from overfpreading the Earth, and fubduing the 
Nations of it to that more than Egyptian Slavery 
of Soul and Body, they have been fo long threat- 
ned with, Thefe are the noble Views, which have 
actuated the Counfels and Arms of the great Op- 
preffor for Half a Century and more; for which 
he entred into the prefent moft unrighteous War, 
for which he formed this mighty Projcét in the 
Beginning of the Year: But by the Bleffing of 
God on the wife and fteady Adminiftration of her 
.Majefly, the vigorous Refolutions of her Parlia- 
ment, and the great Diligence of thofe intrufted 
by her, the Defign was foon defeated, and the 
Storm ‘that threatned nothing lefs than univerfal 
Wrack, went off without any other Ffurt, than 
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think they came to learn the Art of War in an 
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what, by our unreafonable Fears, we did our, 
felves, 

This was one of the Schemes, which they hoped 
‘Would turn the Balance of the War at once, but 
fo fhort-liv’d, that if was blafled before the remo- 
ter Countries knew of it, though fpread with an 
Uncomman Care, to fhake the weaker Parts of the 
Alliance with the Noife of it: In Trath, all they 
did was little more than Noife ; for it Was jm- 
poffible they could fucceed, Without a great deal 
more Vreachery than they could with any Aflu- 
rance hope for, from the Ferment and jl] Blood 
the Union had raifed in fome, who did not prefent- 
ly {ce how much ic was for the true Intereft of each 
Kingdom, but might not therefore intend to came 
into French Meatures to ruin both, 

Bat this was not their only Scheme, they had 
formed another to be carried on in Conjunction 
with this, which made lefs Noife indeed, but was 
not therefore lefg likely to fucceed ; and that was 
a Conf{piracy to haye all the Netherlands betrayed 
to them by the Interelt of that unhappy Prince, 
who has tuffered fo much in their Caufe. “When 
we faw the Sons of france come into the Field, 

we could not but fufpec there Was fomething more 
than ordinary in Agitation ; It was not enoueh to 


Army that aims at nothing but Ina&tion, or to 
Zive Courage to their Troops, which their ereatett 
General had. not-been able to do, theueh fetched 
from Jey on Purpofe, at a Time when he leatt 
could have been fpared 5 for the Event has 
fhewn, he brought no More Courage with him, 
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than he left behind him s nor could it be expected 
that their bare Prefence fhould make a ftarved and 
naked Army aét with as much Vigour, as if they 
had been warmly cloathed, and well paid. No, 
we were fure it muft be fomething elfe they came 
for, not to gain any Honour in the Field, but to 
reap the mean Glory of fome fuccefsful Treachery 5 
and fo it proved. 

A Defign, we found, had been formed of fome 
Time to furprize Antwerp , all was agreed, and 
every Thing, within.a. Day or two, ripe for Exe- 
cution, when the Princes joined the Army ; but 
the Plot, which was, more than they, knew, was 
then actually di fcovered’s 3 and this was a Dehen 
vof fuch Importance, that we were inclined to think 
-it was the Whole they aimed at. But. the Sequel 
fhewed, the Treachery-was deeper laid, and while 
we were were waiting the Forces from‘the AAine, 
another Part of it fucceeded better. ; Had both 
taken Effect, what Condition had Affairs been in! 
We ‘had then, it is likely without a Blow, Joft all 
the Fruits of the Aamellies Campaign, and the 
Confequence of that had been, not only putting 
the War two or three Years back, itis more than 
probable the Confternation it would: every where 
have. raifed, wouid have foon frightned the Allies 
into an ill Peace, or the Succefs of the Jtalan 
League, which then could not have muitcarried, 
might in another Year have forced them.to it, 

Thefe were the grand Schemes the Enemy had 
early formed againft us; of which, had either an- 
-fwered their Expectations, we had been in worle 
.Cafe then, than they are now ; and all Caufes of 
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Joy had been removed far from us. But Thanks y 
be to God, thefe Troubles and Adverfities were foewn § 
us only; through his Goodnefs the Defigns of the i 
Ungodly are confounded, and we are delivered. § 
He hath brought us to great Honour, and comforted 
ws on every Side. 

4thly, The laft and moft agreeable View our Suc- | 
cefles can be feen in, is the plain Difcovery they 3 
have made of the Inability and Weaknefs of the ff 
Enemy. 

It is furprizing to fee what a Change a few Years 
have made in the Glory of the Jmmortal Man. 
The many and great Defeats, he who by long Pre- 
fcription had beeri thought Jvvincible, has received 


from the Powers he defpifed, have reduced him 
‘for fome ‘Years to try the utmoft Stretch of Abfo- 


lute and Arbitrary Power, to carry on the War. 
What Violence has he net ufed to recruit his Ar- 
mies ? By what oppreffive Methods has he drained 


his People to fubfift them? and yet how ill are 


they paid, though he has fo long retrench’d the 
great Expence of putting out a Fleet? Thefe are 
convincing Arguments how little he is now the 
formidable Man he was: But all that has paffed 
before, were but Preparations towards the full Dif 
covery the laft Campaign has made. And fora 
Proof of this, I do not infift on the changing of 
his Generals, by which he, who knew. Flanders 


‘beft, was fent to the Rbize.; and he who was ufe- 


ful in Spain, if any where, was brought to Flanders ;. 


and he who was fo well acquainted with the Rdine, 


was. fent to a Country where he knew nothing : 
For thefe Changes were not fo much the Effect of 
Confufion 
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Confufion in his Councils, as to make Room for 
the Sons of France, that they mifht have thé 
Glory ‘of furprizing the Towns, which had been 
beforé agtced for by his Intereft, who was removed 
- to give them Place ; nor do I put any Strefs upon 
thé Battle of Oudenarde, which yét muft ‘bé owned 
to have been moft fhamefilly lot : It is the Part 
they have aé&ted fince, which I look On as the fureft 
Proof of the Inability and Weakness they are re- 
duced to; that in the Space of Twenty Weeks, 
during which we weré confined to the fame 
Side of the Schelde, they were able td do’ no- 
thing, | AOR i er ape tl s 
It may be truly faid; thar they did not’ give in 
all that Time any oné Proof of Steadinefs and 
Wifdom in ‘their ‘Counfels, not. one Inftance of 
Vigour and Courage in their Troops, The Length 
of the Siege, and the Difficulties it was attended 
with, gave them a mighty Opportunity to thew 
themfelves : Théy had Time: more than enough 
to draw together all the Troops they could pof- 
fibly amafs; and, if one may believe their own 
‘Accounts, they fwarm’d hike Locutts, and cover- 
ed the Varth: But to what Purpofé: In fo long 
Time they were neither able to raife the Siege, 
though they marched Day and Night in order to 
it; nor to make a Diverfion, though they had 
2ll the Room for it they could with ; nor to inter- 
cept any of our Convoys ; which was as much» 
beyond our Expectation, as it was that we fhould 
want fo many. Nay, they did not fo much as at- 
tempt to difturb more than one ; though the Suc- 
cefs of the Siege depended in a Mahner upon zy 
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of them, They neither attempted to do what 
they might, nor did what they attempted. 

The Prefence of the Sons of France, the Re- 
nown and Number of their Generals, the Great- 
nefs of their Army, their mighty Threats, their 
Grand Councils, their violent Marches and Coun- 
ter Marches, their vaft Intrenchments and_ for- 
midable Works, have all {erved to ncthing, but to 
aggravate their Difgraces 3 to nothing, but to 
furnifth Matter of new Glory to our Great Leader; 
to nothing, but to fink themfelyes in the Efteem 
of their own People, by giving them perpetually 
frefh Proofs, how much they were outdone in 
every Thing, by the fuperior Genius that. com- 
manded the Confederates : In a Word, to nothing 
elfe, but to expofe more effectually to all the 
World their great Weaknefs and Inability. For 
what elfe was their taking fo much Pains to be 
beat fo fhamefully at Wynendale. ? For what elfe 
was their calling in, . after that, the Waters to their 
Affiftance, and drowning a great Tract of Land; 
which, inftead. of hindring our Communication 
with Offend, for fome Time helped it ; and, had 
every body done their Duty, had in the End _pro- 
ved fatal to themfelves, and obliged them to quit 
their new Acquifitions they féemed fo fond of ? 
For what elfe was their Fortifyinge the Schelde In 
fo much Form ; which they abandoned at the very 
Time it was moft for their. Interett and Honour 
to defend ic, to favour the fingle Diverfion they 
had in five Months dared to venture on? 

The Divifions among their Generals, the Di- 
{traction of their Countels, the Infignificancy of 
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all their Motions ; their Violation of Publick 
Faith in fo many Inftances; their attempting no- 
thing but in the Way of Treachery, except their 
There lived Expedition againft Bruffels ; their fuf- 
fering us fo tamely to pais and repafs the Schelde ; 
in a Word, their making no more Ufe of fo much 
Time, and their giving up at laft their ftolen Ac- 
quifitions, without daring to rifque any Thing to 
fave them, though of fo much Confequence, and 
the Depth of Winter on their Side ; All this, I 
think, is fuch a Demonftration of their Inability 
and Weaknefs, as the moft fanguine Temper could 
not have hoped for. 

And fo much for the Greatnefs and Importance 
of the Succeffes, which make the Glory of the 
laft Campaign: Which I have been the larger 
upon, from the Senfe I have, that nothing could 
determine this Honourable Houfe to the Choice 
they have made, but the Advantage of having 
been an Eye- Winnie of the great nee God We 
done for us. For if we would judge aright of 
the Succeffes we have been blefled with, we. mult 
not confine our Views to the Earth only, and to 
Man, who is nothing elfe but the Inftrument of 
God ; we mutt lift up our Eyes to the Heavens, from 
avbence comes our Help: Our Help comes from the 
Lord, who hath made Heaven and Earth, Which 
leads me to the Second Thing I propofed. 


II. To point out to you the Finger of God in 
our Succeffes, and yery remarkable Interpofitions 
of his Providence in Favour of us, a 

In Truth, all who own a Providence, nothing 

is 


A 
Seid te ‘aint A bey ~" ~ & sft 4 
voy eyes vada 2 Rone jal Yateee ni dh bal 


“ayes 2k venta T Teg ie 
~ hg dae eu Tywed fing t at | ah =% 


r a 


>} ation \o sine bi 


4 rae a fears hire ati ad yar yam 
deeon, Oto ALT sont op pastors dare ky 
=i), i odd vant! fini I a nly tio haw on 
a Gai’ if yan sun * garull jaar cat 
lave sp Wed iba & te dyuod) 
{ 2th UA ¢ chi ted ne aie. only 
satident i: ait lo eoberie et hal ry’ anit 
Litas 4 were ‘tT suit ane Neve he er Pediat bee 
agt bagel oved tor — 
s cs fun dors a) ods sab Higm of bas 
5 wis grok 5 hy sit we Holt eihtowe oi Fa 
atl of, OE id sii I bir” tage a) fel . 
bin qnitsort walt eed 2b Miqae sft | HO 
spud ods eo: Swokl sidewowdll att gnirervarsbs 
giivad Yo satinvblt oft aut ishtce east qt 
ceil tan? eenia tte 4 ot i aan and 
lo ulin a Liow av i wal ae 4 
fiom sw cliw beta cased ‘sel ow 
of bone. vino sacl att Gi wat ae 
ia teamarfin!l ede aoe oh zeit 
evn nogollelh cine 
sieaue') Ut AAA “i s@ 
mel Vf lre os han eco 


erry [ geet tb 


@ bow lo Rat of oy of Ge 

honterdtiinl aavgen yi lee 
et Jer gusvell ne iss 

Hedon. woaybiwert e ewe cil” rag 
ye 


U 
a“ 


46 A Thank/feiving Sermon before 


is more evident than that God has been on our’ y 


Side through the whole Courfe of this War, For, 


‘to what but his Bleffing on her Majefty, and the 


Caute fhe is engaged in, can we afcribe the con- 
tinued Series of Succefs, which has all along at- 
tended her Great General, who was never worfted 
in any Action, has never mifcarried in any Siege : 
To what but the Curfe of God, the Difgrace and. 
Contempt that has been {9 plentifully poured upon 
an unrighteous and cruel Enemy ? But to keep 
within the Bounds of one fingle Year, What was 
more vifible in the Difappojntment of the Juvafion 
the Enemy intended, than the Hand of him whom 
the Winds and the Sea obey, interpofing in our De- 
fence? To whom but to him, whofe Glory it is 


to bring Good out of Evil, and .who alone knows 


the Secrets of the Heart, can we impute it, that no 
more of their treacherous Defigns upon the Ne- 
therlands fucceeded, than what made Way to Vic- 
tory, which we could not otherwife have come 
at? This was the Lord’s doing, who bringeth the 


- Counfel of the Heathen to nought, and maketh the 


Devices of the People to be of none Effe?. Wow 
fienally did the God of the Spirits of all Elefh, the 
Lord God of Hofts, appear in our Behalf, when, to 
our great Joy, he led the Adan of bis Right Hand, 
after a violent Illnefs of a few Hours, from the Bed 
of Sicknefs to the Field, full of Life and Vigour, 
and there immediately crowned him with Victory 
and Honour ? Salvation belongs unto the Lord, and 
bis Blefing was upon bis People, We made the 
Spirit of Wifdom and Courage to defcend upon 
his Servants; he ftrengthened their Hands, and 
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united their Hearts in every Thing, while the Ene- 
my were {carce able to agree in any Thing, — By 
his Blefling, Secrecy, Unanimity and Expedition, 
which feemed to be the glorious Privileges of Ar- 
bitrary Power, that aéts without Controul, and 
centers in the Will of One, have appeared 
with great Advantage in a Confederate Army, 
under Generals independent of each other, and 
united by nothing but the fame Integrity and Zeal 
in Defence of the Common Caufe, which produced 
the greateft Harmony in their Counfels and Ope- 
rations, whilft the moft abfolute Power was not 
able to keep out Difcord and Divifion from the 
Enemy. Whofo is wife will ponder thefe Things, 
and they foall underStand the loving Kindnefs of the 
Lord. 

But there is nothing the Interpofition of God has 
more vifibly appeared in, than the favourable Wea- 
ther we were bleffed with fo long together ; which 
was fo neceffary for us, that without it every Bo- 
dy faw we could have done nothing; and yet fo ° 
extraordinary, that the hike has not been known 
inthe Memory of Man; nor was there any Thing 
the Enemy trufted more to, than that the Rains 
would overtake us: Which had they done, had 
not the Heavens been fhut up in the latter Seafon, 
we mutt inevitably have been obliged to raife our 
Siege, though no Difturbance had been given by 
the Enemy : Had we known in December, to the 
very End of it, fo much ill Weather as they com- 
‘monly have three or four Months before, we mutt 
have been content to have let the Enemy enjoy 


quietly their Treachery ; which could not but have 
; had 
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‘for an Emblem of his own Greatnefs. 


in, otherwife than as their Prayers prevailed with 


48 A Thank/giving Sermon beforé 

hada very ill Influence on the next Campaign, 
‘To what can we impute this, but to his good Pro- 
vidence, who opens and fhuts the Heavens, as he | 
will ? Wonderful has his Favour to us been in this | 
Reipect, beyond our moft forward Hopes, beyond 
what. we dared to with for. To pafs by feveral 
very remarkable Inftances of this Kind, the Paffing 
and Repaffing the Schelde, the firft of which was 
the Saving of landers, and the other of Brabant, 


both depended on great Marches that were made 
without the leaft Difturbance from the Weather, 


which might eafily have defeated the Succefs of 
them; though the firft was foon followed with a 


ereat Rain, the very Night of the Battle, and the 
other was preceded by a greater, which the Ene- 
my felt all the Evil of, being on their March to 
invelt Braffels ; but this Weather lafted no longer, 
than till we were ready to make Ufe of better. 

~ But there was another Circumftance in our Re- 
paffing of the Shefde, which I cannot omit ; a 
Night-March, that we were forced to make in or- 
der to it, was happily for us, by an unforeleen Co- 
incidence, directed by the full Affiftance of the 
Moon; which made the Darkne/s to be no Dark- 
nels to us, the Night was as clear as the Day, and 
the Day, that memorable Day, which gave Begin- 
ning to this happy Seffion, fhone with that Bright- 
nefs, as if the Son rejoiced to fee the Threats of 
the proud Oppreffor trampled on, who has vainly 
affumed that glorious Image of the All-feeing Eye 


Thefe are Bleffings Men could have no Hand 
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God for them. Thefe are the Bleffings of him, 
Who does qwhatfoever be pleafes in Hee en and in 
Larth, in the Sea, and in all deep Places, Thy 
Kighteoufnels, O God, is very high, and great Things 
are they that thou haft done ; O. God, who is like 
unto thee ° It is to the Divine Power and Goodnefs 
we mott evidently owe the Glory of this great 
Campaign s and the Succeffés with which God hasal- 
ready favoured us, are the beft Pledges of others 
in Referve, Which leads me to my Third 
~ Head. 

Il. To confider the great Encouragement thefe 
Bleffings give us to Mowe for more 3 and that they 
do in many Refpetts. 

When Succefles are owing to two or three Pree 
good Luck, to a ee to a Piece of good 
Intelligence, to fome unexpected Incident, to fome 
accidental Slip or ill Conduct in the Enemy, we 
may rejoice in fuch Succeffes, but can conclude 
Jittle from them, But where there is nothing of 
that in the Cafe, when they are not the Effects of 
a happy Temerity or Chance, but of Wifdom 
and Courage, and good Conduct, which is remark- - 
ably true of moft of the Succeffes of this War, 
particularly of thofe of this Year, which has been 
a thorough Trial of the Abilities of thofe who are 
‘at the Head of our Affairs ; then we may fairly 
argue from the paft to the future, from what has 
-been to what will be, and juftly hope for a fur- 
ther happy Progrefs of thofe Arms, which have 
been hitherto fo profpe rous. Tocome at an Ene- 
my through fo great Difticulties, to make fo right 
:a Ufe of Victory, to fence againft all the Dangers 
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50 A Thank{giving Sermon before 
of fo great a Siege, to preferve an Army that 
feemed to want every Thing, in a better Condition 
than if the greateft Plenty had attended them, to 
perfevere undaunted to the End of an Enterprize 
drawn into fuch a Length, and then to put no 
End to the Campaign till the Enemy were difpof- 
feffed of the Places they had ftolen : Thefe are 
fuch Inftances of Wifdom and Courage, and Re- 
folution, and Perfeverance, of an unfhaken Zeal 
for the Good of the common Caufe, and of a 
noble Truft and Confidence in God, as give us 
the faireft Profpect of carrying on the War with 
the fame fuccefsful Conduct to the End. | 
And this Hope we fhall be the more confirmed 
in, the more we confider the many Tokens we 
have all along received of the Divine Favour. 
Had God defigned to give us up for a Prey unto 
the Enemy, there needed nothing more, than to 
have favoured the J#vafion ; nothing more than to 
have profpered their treacherous Defigns upon the 
Netherlands ; nothing more than to have com. 
manded, or rather fuffered the Rains to fall on us 
alfo, which were poured out not only on the Coun- 
tries at a Diftance from us, but even in our 
Neighbourhood, not Thirty, fometimes not Twen- 
ty Miles from us, while we ‘felt nothing of them, 
Why did God deliver him, on whom fo much 
‘depends, from the Danger of Sicknefs? Why has 
he fo often faved him from the Peril of the Sword ; 
-but to finifh by his Hand thofe Succeffes, of which 
-he has made him the glorious Inftrument ?, Thefe 
-are fure Pledges that God will ftill blefs us 5 That 
he will blefs us: He has begun to do it already: 
He 
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He does now blefs us, even now: It is be sakes 
Men to be of one Mind in a Houfe, he governs the 
Hearts of Princes, and teaches their Senators 
Wifdom : It is to him we owe the unanimous and 
vigorous Refolutions of this Honourable Houfe, 
which are the beft Prefages of a good Cam- 
paign. 

But if this be fo, it will be asked, How comes 
it to pafs, that no two Years of this War have 
been. alike ? How come the Alternate ones to fall 
fo fhort of the Glory of the reft ? How come the 
fame Allies, the fame Armies, the fame Generals, 
the fame happy Winters, not to be bleffed with 
two fuccefsful Summers together ? To which I beg 
Leave to anfwer, That this Inequality of Succefs 
would not be very hard to be accounted for, if we 
would enter a little into Particulars, and [confider 
the Nature of a Confederacy, and the Confequen- 
ces of lofing a Battle in the Low Countries, and 
the Limitations which for that Reafon a General is 
under ; and further, that no Bleffings in War 
ought to be expected from God, if Men will ven- 
ture nothing, or are in any Refpect greatly want- 
ing to themfelves ; then we fhall fee, the Difference 
of the three Alternate Years of this War from the 
other four, is not fo ftrange, as if they had been 
all alike fuccefsful. 

Firft then, not to take Notice that two of thefe 
Years were not ill ones, though fhort, of the 
Glory of the reft. If the Firft of them was not 
better, it was not for Want of Zeal on the Gene- 


cral’s Part to try what could be done, witnels the 


fuccefsful Sieges on the Aine and Maes; witnels 
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52 4 Thank/giving Sermon before 
the Reduction of Limbourgh and the Aétion of 
Eckeren, and the Paffage of the Yaar; but be- 
caufe it was impoffible to attempt further, without 
running what was thought too great a Rifque ; 
befides, that to break into the Spanifo Netherlands 
was not the likelieft Way to bring the War foon- 
eft to an End, which is what our great Leader 
always aimed at; and that determined him the 
next Campaign to look out for a new. Scene of 
Action, and after he had faved the ‘Empire, to 
take fuch Pofts on the Mofelle, as would Facilitate, 
the following Year, his penetrating into #rance on 
the Side it is moft expoféd. And had thofe with 
whom this Defign was concerted, in any Degree 
done what they moft folemnly engaged for, no- 
thing could in all Probability have hindred us from 
putting an End to the War long fince upon our 
own Terms. ae 
And when by this unaccountable Failure of our 
Friends, after having led with incredible Diligence 
a oreat Army through the worft of Countries, from 
the Maes to the Mofelle, and opened a Way in 
Spite of the Enemy to execute what had been 
agreed upon, for want of being joined, no Part 
was left him but to return back again; with what 
Vigour did the Genius of our great Leader even 
then exert itfelf, when forced to give over that 


~~ Defign, that the whole Campaign might not be 


“doft with it! notwith{tanding fo long and terrible 
-a March, ina Month from the Day he left the 
" Mefelle, he not only obliged the Enemy to raife the 
‘Siege of Liege, but retook Huy, and forced their 


“Lines, and defeated great Part of their Army, 
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and very narrowly miffed of anticipating the Glo- 
ry of the following Years and reaping then fome 
of thofe Fruits of Victory, which he gathered in 
fuch Plenty afterwards at Ramellies, I need not 
add, after this, his unwearied Endeavours the reft 
of that Summer to bring the Enemy to Action, 
nor to fay why they did not facceed, 

The Third Alternate Year is the only one in 
which nothing has been done 3 which is to be impu- 
ted to the Nature of the Country, the extraordi- 
nary Efforts of the Enemy, and the Want of the 
like on the Part of the Allies; the great Difficulty 
of coming to a Battle, and the Impoffibily of ha- 
ving then a fecond Army; not that all thefe 
Caufes would have obliged us to lie ftill, had not 
the Misfortune in Spain, and the Invafion of the 
Empire, made thofe, whofe Confent was neceflary, 
think the Ifue of a Battle too great a Hazard in 
that Juncture, But the chief Caufe of our Inac- 
tion, was the Want -of a fufficient Force, which 
for that Year was not to be had; but in Lieu of 
it was formed the great Defign upon Thoulon, 
which had it fucceeded, as it was very near doing, 
it had not only ended the War to our Content, 
but funk the Power of the Enemy, in the Waters 
at leaft, beyond Retrieve, and made thefe King- 
doms fafe tor many Generations, 

But what was wanting in Flanders that Year, 
was unexpectedly made up in This; another Arm 
was brought down to us, which nobody, befides 
the few concerned, had the leaft Sufpicion of ; and 
that Advantage has been made of it, that now the 
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64  Thank/viving Sermon before 
Netherlands are become the fhorteft Way of break- 
ing into France. 

And this, I hope, will be thought to be fairly 
accounting in few Words for the unfuccefsful Years 
of this War; for fo fome are pleafed to call thofe 
Years, in which the utmoft Efforts of the Enemy 
have been able to do nothing but to hinder us 
from doing any Thing, or not fo much as was 
defigned, Bat the principal Caufes why more has 
not been done, are now happily removed :] And 
the vigorous Meatures taken by the Allies, beyond 
what they did in former Years, joined to the ap- 
parent Weaknefs of the Enemy, and the Mifcar- 
riage of their League in //a/y, give us great Rea- 
fon to hope, that the next Campaign will be of a 
Piece with this; and, in order to it, we fee Him, 
who under her Majefty is the Life and Soul of the 
War, with indefatigable Zeal labouring to prevent 
the Enemy from being in the Field before us 5 
which feems to be all the Hopes they have for 
hindring the Progrefs of our Arms. And 
why fhould we doubt, but by blefling his En- 
deavours, God will in the End ordain Peace for 
us 2? Not a delufive and infecure Peace ; fuch as 
was offered two Years ago, when the. proud Op- 
preilor propofed to the Maritime Powers and the 
impire fuch Terms, as he knew neither could ac. 
cept to the Liking of the other: By which Means, 
had both preferred their private Intereft to the 
Good of the Common Caufe, he could have clofed 
with which he pleafed ; and then we are fure it 
would not have been with us. We have therefore 
great Reafon to rejoice, that thofe Offers, which 
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aimed at nothing but breaking the Alliance, were 
by all Sides Sencroufly rejected, 

The Profecution of the War fince that Time, 
has gained the Allies almoft all One Part of the Al- 
ternative he then offered; and the Continuance of 
the fame Unity and Vigour, will, I doubt not, in 
a little Time, oblige him to give up the other. 
For every Year of this War, without Exception, 
has fenfibly weakened him in one Part or others 
by which his Kingdom and Treafure are fo ex- 
haufted, that were nothing more done, the very 
Continuance of the War, in all Probability, would 
fink him. What then may we not hope for, from 
the Blefling of God on the Difpofition there is in 
the Allies to pufh the War with more Vigour than 
ever, fo as to give hin no Breathing Time, which, 
by the Help of abfolute Power, it muft be owned, 
has more than once’ flrangely recovered a loft 
Game; but not to that Degree, that he is not 
{till greatly a Lofer, and like to be fo, till all he 
has gained by Oppreffion and Unrighteoufnefs 
be forced from him, 

There is but one Thing gives any Damp to the 
Hopes we have from thee promifing Appearances ; 
I with it were a little one, fuch as in this Day of 
Joy might be diflembled : But our Ingratitude and 
Unworthinefs are teo notorious to be covered or 
excufed. We have been fo unthankful to God for 
paft Mercies, that we might more reafonably have 
expected the fevereft Judgments from him, than 
thofe frefh Inftances of Favour, which to our great 
Comfort he has fo gracioufly continued to us, 
notwithftanding the many Proyocations whereby 
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‘We have exccedingly offended him, To account 
for fo much Goodnefs to { ungrateful a People 
is fo dificult, that we muft look beyond ourfelves 
to find a Reafon for it; we can impute it to no- 
thing but the Juftnef of the Caule we are engaged 
In, and the Holy Religion we profels, But we 
ought to be afraid how we truft too much to them ; 
For if we are Slaves to Sin, while we fight for Li- 
berty ; if we deny God in our Hearts and Lives, 
while we pretend a mighty Concern for the De. 
fence of Religion ; True Religion and Liberty 
will exift in Name only, and the pretended Advo- 
cates for them will have no Claim to the Divine 
Protection on their Account. Which brings me 
to the latt Thing I propoted, 

IV. To lay before you thofe Duties which a juft 
Senfe of the Favours we have received, fhould lead 
us to, as the moft fuitable 'xpreffions of our 
Thankfulnefs, that we may not forfeit the Hopes 
God has {till given us of more, by our continued 
Folly and Ingratitude, 

And thefe in fhort are the Fruits of our Lips, 
and the Obedience of our Lives, Let us then 
chearfully perform the eafiett of thefe Duties firft, 
and fulfil the Intention of this Day by a fincere 
and hearty Return of Thanks to him for his un- 
deferved Goodnefs, And if this Duty be performed 
as it ought, it will be attended with holy Refolu- 
tions of Amendment; for no Body is fo weak, 
as to think God is pleafed with a bare Profeffion 
of Duty, if our Hearts do not go along with our 
Words. And then the Thanks we offer now, if 
We are true to ourfelvcs, will produce a Reforms 
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ation: in our Lives; it will make us abhor all Ir- 
religion and Profahenefs, much more the propaga- 
ting of them, and the taking Pains to poifon the 
Principles of the Nation, as too many do: A true 
Senfe of God’s Mercies to us cannot but §]I us 
with a jut Deteftation of fuch Impieties, and excite 
our fincere Endeavours after Holinefs. And that 
is certainly the mott acceptable Sacrifice we can 
offer to Almighty God, who delights in nothing 
fo much, as a People zealous of good Works, 

And if we do our Duty to God in our private 
Capacities as Men and Chriftians, that will natu- 
rally lead us to obey him in his Vicegerent, and 
teach us, as Members of a Civil State, to difcharge 
with Integrity and Zeal the Duties, which he, in 
whom al] Government is founded, has laid on us 3 
it will teach us, as a Part of ThankfulnefS to God, 
to love and honour the QUEEN, who deferves 
of her People all poffible Marks of Duty and Af. 
fection for her own Sake, For it is not her Piety 
and Goodnels only we are indebted to, for the 
Bleflings we enjoy under her; fhe poffeffes not on- 
ly the Female Virtues, for fo fome would have 
Devotion, and Piety and Goodnefs called, to excufe 
their own Want of them ; but Thanks be to God, 
all the other Virtues alfo, that are the Glory of the 
Throne, and the Happinefs of the People, fhine. 
forth eminently in her. 

It is her Clemency and Moderation have pro- 
duced the Peace and Quiet we have among our- 
felves ; her Prudence and Skill in the Knowledge 
of Men and Things, to which we are obliged for 


the Secrecy and Wifdom of her Counfels, the 
faithful 
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faithful and able Management of the Revenue, and 
the happy Adminiftration of Affairs in the other 
Branches of her Government. But not to infift on i 
thofe Virtues which make our Aappinefs at Home, § - 
this Day reminds us, that it is to her Courage, I #% 
fay to Her Courage and Firmnef§ of Mind, which | | 
is inflexible in what is right, we owe our Entrance : i 
into this juft and neceflary War, the Dangers of , » 
which fhe bravely preferred to all the Allurements t : . 
of a falfe Peace: To the fame fteady and un § & 
fhaken Mind, the reje@ing all fuch Offers as might § 
hazard her tranfmitting fafe and entire our Cwil . 
and Religious Rights to the Protection of tho | 
who fhall have the Honour to come after her. 
Thefe Virtues challenge all the Duty and Af- §.3 
fection that can be paid by a happy People to a | 
Wife and Great QUEEN, who knows no Plea- ba 
jure, no Intereft, no Honour, feparate from theirs, fy} 
over whom God has placed her. We ought there. © 
fore in Duty both to God and her, to do every a 
Thing that makes for the Glory of her Reign; we a 
ought to pay her all poffible Refpect ourfelves, and } | 
as far as it is in our Power, make others do fo. 
too: We ought to difcourage, to the utmoft, what- 
ever may weaken her Government, or endanger 
her Perfon, and take the niceft Care, that true be 
‘Liberty, of which fhe is the Support and Orna- ie 
ment, do not degenerate for want of being timely 
checked, into Sedition and Licentioufnefs, which 
in mild and gentle Governments it is too apt to 
do. ; ap 
I might add, in the next Place, the Regard 3 
which our Duty to God calls upon us to bear to |, 
thofe, F 
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thofe, whom fhe has entrufted with the chief Ad- 
miniftration under her. The Ruining the Repu- 
tation of the Miniftry, in the End terminates in 
the Prince, and when it is unjuft, is highly preju- 
dicial to the Publick ; and therefore thofe filthy 
Dreamers, who defpife Dominion, and fpeak Evil of 
Dignities, deferye the Hatred and Scorn of all 
good Men, and ought to be looked on as raging 
Waves of the Sea, foaming out their own Shame, 
while they fhew they are no Friends to their Coun- 
try, by their Virulence againft thofe, to whom, 
under God and the Queen, we owe its Happi- 
nels. 

Nothing but the greateft Difaffection can induce 
Men to make or love a Lye, to afperfe his Con- 
duct 5 for Inftance, Who out of his great Zeal for 
the Service and Honour of the Queen, in Grati- 
tude as well as Duty to his Country, for the De- 
fence of the Proteftant Religion, and the Liberty 
of Europe, is content to facrifice to the Common 
Caufe his Life and all the Comforts of it, his 
Time, and Eafe, and Health, and Pleafure, and 
Refentments, and Intereft and Honour ; I fay, In- 
tereft and Honour, for it will one Day appear, 
that he is not a greater Example of any, either 
Civil or Military Virtue, than he has been of Self- 
denial, in giving up to the feeming Good of the 
Service, even to the Shadow of it, the moft fub- 
ftantial Profits and Honours, which few Generals 
befides himfelf have ever had it in their Power to 
accept. 

If I have faid too eet forgive it to the Indig- 
pation one cannot but have to fee fo great a Name 

treated 
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treated with fo much Ingratitude ; forgive it for 


the Sake of him, who inftead of employing mer- | 
cenary Pens to give him Praifes he has no Right | 


to, has fuppreffed fome of the moft glorious Truths, 


rather than fuffer Juftice to be done him by the leaft . 


Word, that might be prejudicial to the Publick, 
or indeed to any body elfe, 

If there be any Audience, where it is unneceflary 
to prefs upon them Loyalty to her Majefty, and 
Refpect to thofe who are employed under her, I 


am fenfible it is this, fo far at leaft as it is compo- } 
fed of the Members of that Honourable Houfe, § 


whole Votes and Addreffes have expreffed the moft 
affectionate Duty to the Queen, and are the nobleft 
Panegyricks on her Miniftry. 

Let me add, in the Jaft Place,.that there re- 


mains one other very proper Way of expreffing | 


our Thankfulnefs to God, which the Rigor of the 
Seafon recommends to us more forcibly than 
any Words, and that is Charity to our poor Bre. 
thren, that in this Day of Joy they alfo may re- 
joice with us. 

A true Senfe of our Obligations to the Great 
Governor of the World, will lead us to exprefs 
our Gratitude for the many fignal Succeffes with 
which he has fo wonderfully blefled us, by thefe 
and all other Ways that tend to the Promotion of 
his Honour, the Increafe of Piety and Charity, the 
Prefervation of Peace and Tranquility among our- 
felves, and the vigorous Profecution of the War 
againft the Common Enemy : And then we may, 
with an affured Hope, expect his farther Bleffings 
on the Counfels and Arms of her Majefty and her 

Allies ; 
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Allies ; till this great and moft important War, 
which has been hitherto fo happily conducted, be 
glorioufly concluded by a juft, and firm, and ho- 
nourable Peace. Which that it may foon be, to 
the Glory of the QUEEN, the Stability of thefe 
Kingdoms, and the Good of all Europe, God of 
his infinite Mercy grant, through Fefus Chrift our 
Lord. To whom, &c, | a 
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62°54 Thankf{eiving Sermon before 


The Charge of God to Jofhua 
IN A a 


SERMON| 


Preached before his Grace the Duke of | 
Marzzporoucn, at Auenes le Sec, 


Sept. 9, 1711, being the Day of 


Thankfeiving tor pafling the Lines, } 


and taking Bouchain. 
f j 


Pos Hoa 4Leix. 


Be ftrong and of a good Courage ; be not afraid, nei- 
ther be thou difmayed: for the Lord thy God is 
with thee, whitherfoever thou goeft, 


nt ments to God, for the manifeft 


PaO. rs) 
x Me > A 
“put into our Power to make of them, And if we 
look on the Succefs we are now bleffed with, in 
this View, we muft own it does, in a particular | 
Manner, 
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Soh Cannnot but think that one of | 
4hy5 the propereft Acknowledge- | 


er Tokens we receive of his good } 
veo Providence, is to confider their 
Jy natural Tendency, and what | 
is the true Ufe which he has | 
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Manner, call upon us to take Heart; not to be 
faint and weary, as Men without Hope, but to: be 
ftrong in' the Lord, and encourage ourfelves, from 
this great Inftance of the Divine Goodnefs, to go 
on; not to be afraid of Men, but to truft in the 
Living God 5 not to leave imperfect the great Work 
he has fo vifibly declared himfelf the Patron of, 
but to perfevere bravely in the juft and neceffary 
War we are engaged in, till we can obtain fuch a 
Peace, as the many Succeffes he has given us na- 
turally lead to, and, by the Continuance of the 
Divine Favour, muft end in, if we can be content 
to wait his Leifure, and are not, by our Impati- 
ence and mifgiving Fears, wanting to ourfelves. 
And ‘it is to this End, that we may make’ this Ufe, 
amone others, of this laft Inftance of God’s Fa- 
vour to us, that I have chofen, for the Subject of 
my prefent Difcourfe, this Charge of God to Fofbua: 
Be firong and of a good Courage, be not afraid, 
neither be thou difmayed : for the Lord thy God is 
with thee, whitherfoever thou gost, 

In which Words God encourages Fo/bua to pur- 
fue, with Vigour and Refolution the great Work 
of bringing the Children of J/rae/ into the Land 
be bad fworn to their Fathers be would give them ; 
with a faithful Promife to de with him as he was 
with Mofes, and that he will not leave him nor for- 
fake him till he has finifhed it. One would think, 
to a People who had been bleffed with fo many and 
fuch evident Demonttrations of the Divine Favour 
and: Protection, fuch Exhortations could not be 
neceflary ; one would think a People, whom God 
had delivered out of Egypt in fo miraculous a Man- 
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ner, with a mighty Hand, and ftretched out Arm, | | 
whom he had conducted fafe through fo. many | 

Dangers, for whofe Preferyation he Bag wrought } | 
fo many Wonders in the great Wildernefs, whofe | | 
Arms he had fo fignally, profpered againft the ‘ 
Amorites, that they had entirely defeated their two | 
Kings, and :made themfelves Matters . of their | 
whole Copntry 3 ong wou Id, think a People, who, 
by fuch a Frain of wonderful Succefies, were now | . 


brought to the veny Banks. of Fordan, could nat 
be fo fearful as to {top there, or doubt with them- 
felves whether, or no they fhoyld try to -pafs the 
River, and get Poffeffign: of the Land which God 
had promifed them in a Country far diftant from | 
it, and in Circumftances the moft unpromifing, 
but which now they were fo near, that they could } 
with their own Eyes take a View of it, and debold | 
it was exceeding good. It feems ine reriple that | 
Men fhould, for many Years together, ftrugegle § 
with the greateft Difficultics, and fuccefsfully go } 
through innumerable Dangers, in purfuit of a no- | 
ble End, an End worthy of all the Pains and | 
Trouble they are at ; and yet lofe their Courage as } 
they gain Ground, and fhamefully give out jutt ; 
at laft, without Spirit, and dead-hearted ; when | | 
the glorious End, they have fo long aimed at, is in’ 
Sight, and almoft in their Poffeffion, | 

Nothing is more wnreafonable than fuch a Con- it 
duét, and yet there is no Weaknefs we are more §. 
fubje& to. , OF all the Virtues human Nature would j 
afpire to, Con/tancy feems to be that it is leaft made P 
for: A fteady Purfuit of the fame End, for any (4 
_long Time together, has fomething in it that looks [3 
like F 
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like Immortality, and feems to be above the Reach 
of mortal Man. The Earth we live on, the Air 
we breathe, the Nourifhment we take, every Thing 
about us is by Nature fubject to continual Change ; 
our Bodies themfelves are in a perpetual Flux, and 
not a Moment together the fame they were. What 
Place then can there be for a conftant fteady Prin- 
ciple of Action amidft fo much Inconftancy ? Or 
what Wonder is it, if in this: Refpect the Minds 
of Men are but too like the Bodies they inform ? 
But whatever be the Caufe of this Imperfection in 
human Nature, this Inability to perfevere, fo in 
Fact it is. Conftancy is a rare Virtue, and the 
Portion of but very few. In moft Men the Spirit 
may be willing, but the Flefb is weak; they have 
Courage to refolve, but feldom Vigour enough to 
go through! We have Ability and Senfe to fee 
what is right, and to propofe to ourfelves the End 
we ought ; and can go fome Way in Shaping out 
the Means that muft bring us to it; and the Prof 
pect of a very defirable End, makes us in our 
Thoughts go over the Means not only with Con- 
tent, but with great Pleafure. We take vigorous 
and noble Refolutions, and are not eafy till we 
have begun; and our Impatience, to come at 
what we have in View, makes us take a few Steps 
with great Alacrity and Eagernefs: Bat the firft Heat 
is foon over, and we are feldom gone far in the Ex- 
ecution, but the Edge is turned ;: We meet with 
Difficulties we did not expect; and the prefent 
Evils we find, in the Purfuic of the neceflary 
Means, make that Impreffion, as to take up all 
our Thoughts, and make us ole both the Sight 
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66 A Thankfeiving Sermon before 
and Sente of the defired Good. And though the 
End we aim at be the fame it was, and certainly 
nearer every Step we advance towards it; yet the 
Trouble and Uneafinels we feel in our Way to it, 
makes us grow weary and impatient: We argue 
ouriclves by Degrees into an Undervaluing of it, 
as if 1¢ were not fo good as we once thought it 
was, or that it is not worth fo much Pains to come 
at, or that we can do well enough without it, or 
that afcer all our Pains it can never be attained, that 
it runs away from us as we make towards it, and 
is farther off than when we firft began, 

Such fickle, inconflant, irrefolute Creatures are 
we, in the midft of our braveft Refolutions. When 
we fet out, we feem to look at what we are aim- 
ine at, through that End of the Perfpective that 
magnifies the Object, and it brings it nearer to 
us; but when we are got fome Way, before we 
are aware we turn the Glafs, and looking through 
the little End, what we are purfuing feems to be 
at a valt Diftance, and dwindJed almoft into no- 
thing. Thus Men infenfibly cheat themfelves out 
of their beft Refolutions ; this mean inconftant 
Part we act in the Conduct of our private Lives, 
when yet nothing is more certain, than that ei- 
ther we fhould not begin, or if we have made a 
right Choice, we fhould go on, and not alter, un- 
lefS the Reafon of Things alters; and then to 
change is not a Fault, it is to be conftant to Rea- 
fon, which is the trueft Conftancy, the only Thing 
which Reafon under thac Name recommends to 
us. But to change without or againft Reafon, to 
give over the Purtuic of what is Right, while we 
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the Duke of Marlborough. 67 
are fure it is fo, while we have the fame Reafon, 
if not more, to,proceed, as we had when we took 
the firft Step 3 it is this is Inconttancy, this is the 
Reproach of our Nature, this the fatal Weakne 
which, by a Sort of Neceffity, Mankind almoft in- 
evitably labour under, , 

Bat if there is fo little Conftancy in private Men, 
much lefs is it to be expected in Numbers of Men 
collected into Bodies and Societies, Bodies of 
Men lie open not only to the fame Temptations 
to Inconftancy with fingle Perfons, but to many 
more. ‘The Ends they propofe are generally great. 
er, and confequently the Means to attain them 
more, and more difficult; and that makes it 
harder to form a right Judgement of them before- 
hand, and more Time is required for the Execu- 
tion. And were there nothing elfe in the Cate, 
this is enough to let us fee, that in Publick Mate 
ters brave and noble Refolutions are much oftner 
taken than purfued, But that is not all; a gene- . 
ral Inability to judge what is for the Good of the: 
Publick, and an Infenfibility of the Dangers it is 
expofed to, make the Body of a People foon 
weary in the Purfuit of the jufteft. Caufe 5 their 
Zeal perhaps flames at firft, but it is the Flame of 
Straw, it: has not Streneth to laft, After a few 
Difficulties they grow indifferent, and are ready 
to give out; they cannot fee the Conneétion there 
is between the Intereft of the Pxblick and their 
own ; and in going on there is, they think, to 
themfelves certain Lofs, while the Event is unccr- 
tain, or at leaft the Share they fiall have in it. 
And when the Multitude once begin to be weary 
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68 A Thenkfeiving Sermon before 
and indifferent, how eafily are they then feduced 
into falfe Meafares! How readily do they give in- 
to Sufpicions againft thofe who would encourage 
them to perfevere, while they are fond of aes 
who, to ferve themfelves, fall in with their Com- 
plaints, but at the Bottom mean nothing but their 
own Intercit! 
‘This is a Misfortune, which free Affemblies and 
popular and mixed Goviraments are almoft una- 
voidanly expoled to; and it is for this Reafon fo 
few SEG have ever fteadily purfued, for any 
lone “Vime, the Meatures at firft refolved on, were 
they never fo rghe and juft: And ic is for the 
fame Reafon that a fugle Power feldem fails at long 
Run to be too hard for a Confederacy. The T rath 
of thefe gencral Obfervations might be iJuftrated 
by Examples in all Mittories, I fhall only inftance 
in the Lraelites, the Inftance the Text leads me to, 
the heavy Opprcfiion they had been under in 
#cjpt, -made them peceecie rejoice in their 
D.liverance 3 and the pleafing Profpect given them 
of centring into the Lend pramifed to ee Fathers, 
fille chem wich great Gladnefs. And upon the 
fii Suceciles they are blefled with, they folemnly 
womile to obey God and Ins Servant Adofes in all 
lines, i to dy whatever is commanded them, 
Buc how long did thele Refolutions hold ? Tho’ 
God himfelf was in the molt vifible Manner pre- 
iene with them, alter a very little while their Heart 
fails thera 5 they ure longing to return into Egypt, 
and murmur againtt Mofes, that they are made a 
Sacrifice to ae ene tion, and that he has brought 
them out, that they fhould peri/o in the Wilderness, 
Thus 
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Thus they treated A/ofis upon every new Diffi- 
culty or Danger that arofe. Neither the moft 
exprefs Promifes of the Divine AMfance, nor 
the Wifdom and Conduct of their Leader, nor 
the entire Overthrow of the Egyptians, nor the 
many other Miracles wrought in their Behalf, could 
prevail with the J/raelites to lay afide their unrea- 
fonable Fears, and arm them with a fteady Refo- 
lution to purfue the Way they were in to the pro- 
mifed Land, 

However, by Degrees Mofes led them through 
the great and ei Ple Wildernefs, and at Length 
brings them to the Border of the Amorites, the 
firft Country which they were to poffefs themfelves 
of : Bebold, fays Mofes, God hath fet the Land be- 
fore thee, go up and poffefs it, as the Lord God of 
thy Fathers bath faid. unto thee ; fear not, neitber 
be difmayed. What Part now did the People take ? 
Would they go up as he bid them? No, they 
murmur again{t Adofes, and plainly tell him they 
are difcouraged upon the Report made by thole 
who had been fent to fearch the Lands; which is 
indeed @ good Land, but the People is taller and 
greater than we, their Cilies are great and walled up 
to Lleaven, and moreover the Sons of the Anakims, 
that is Giants, are there. - 

This difheartens them fo much, that inftcad of 
believing the Promifes of God, they complain he 
hates them, and has therefore brought the 2m out 
of Egypt, to deliver them into the jae of the 
Amorites to de {troy them. Thus Fear betrays the 
Tfraelites into acting the weakeft Part imaginable : 
After all they had fuffered under Pharaoh ; after 
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all the Diftreffes and Dangers they met with in 
the Wildernefs ; after fuch fignal Manifettations 
of the Divine Goodnefs, and the many miraculous 
Deliverances Wrought for them, they are fo irrefo- 
luce and timorous, that they had rather perifh in 
the Wildernefs, cr 80 back into Leys, than ad- 


vance forwards againft the Aimorites 5 though if 
Vv 


they went On, as God commanded them, they 
Were fure they could not but fucceed, In this 
Diftrutt of God they turned back, which proved 
-a molt tatal Step to them; for by it they pro- 
voked God to that Degree, that he kept them in 
the Wildernefs till that whole Generation was con- 
fumed, After which God again commands the 
People to go up againit the Ayn rites: They do fo, 
and by his Blefling upon their Arms, in a little 
Time, they intirely fibdue Sjboy King of Hesbon, 
ai! O King of Bahan, them and their People ; 
ind deitroyine Aden, Women and Children, take all 
their Cities to themifelves. ‘This wonderful Succefs 
brings them into the Plains of Moab, and to the 
Banks of Ferden ; on the other S.de of which Ri- 
ver lay much the greateft Part of the Land which 
God had promifed them, 

Now the freth Experience God had given this 
Prople of his-Favour and Protection, in deliver- 
ing into their Hands thefe two Kings, fhould, one 
would think, have been a faficient Encouragement 
80 them to confide in his Goodnefs; and that 
tiey fhould have had much more Mind to pafs 
over fords, in Hopes of going on with the fame 
Succefs, than to confine themi{clves to the Con- 
quit they had already made, fince this was but 
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the Duke of Marlborough. 71 
the Beginning of the prom:fed Land, and the Coun- 
try itfelf much too narrow for them, . But God, 
who had tried on fo many Occafions this perverfe 
People ; God, who without Trial knows the 
Hearts of Men better than they do themfelves, he 
fees they will be apt to ftartle again at the Face 
of new Dangers, and upon the firft Appearance 
of an Enemy entertain mifgiving Thoughts, and 
relapfe into the Diffdence and Fearfulneis of their 
Fathers ; and therefore finds it neceflary to caution 
Fofeua, who, upon the Death of Mofes, fuccceded 
to his Command, againft a Fault fo difpleafing 
to him, and fo pernicious to themfelves, in Words 
the moft emphatical : Z/ave I not comimanded thee ? 
Be firong, and of a good Courage 3 be not afraid, 
neither be thou difmayed: for the Lord thy God is 
with thee whitherfoever thou goeff. Upon this 
Command, Yofbua takes Courage, pafles Fordan, 
and obtains many great Victories ; the Nations 
by Degrees are driven out, and the People put into 
Poffeffion: But through their Perverfenefs and 
Difobedience it is a Work of many Years, his 
Succefs is fometimes interrupted, and a compleat 
Conqueft of the Land was never made, neither in 
his nor in fuccecding Times, 

How difficult it is to make a People perfevere 
long in the Purluit of the nobleft Ends, and the 
extreme Folly of not doing fo, we cannot fee bet- 
ter than in the Hittory of this Nation. To be 
weary and faint-hearted, under fo much Aflurance 
of Succefs ; to dillruft the Power of that God, whom 
all the Gods of the Nations were not able to withfland , 
to disbelieve the Promifes of him, who is faithful 
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and true ; to think that he who had brought them 


with Signs and Wonders out of Egypt, would not 


give them the promifed Canaan, and finifh the 
glorious Work he had begun ; to doubt the 
Continuance of his Protection after fo many and 
fuch great Pledges of his Love to them; to feat 
his Hand was fhortned that he could not help, or Lis 
Ear deaf that be would not bear, if they kept his 
Laws, and did as he commanded them; all 
this appears fo flrange, that every Reader pre- 
fently condemns them, and is apt to think, that 
had he been one of them, he could not have made 
fo ill a Ufe of the Divine Favour, or a&ed fo 
unaccountable a Part. But is this Perverfenefs and 
Folly fo peculiar to them, that we cannot fee our- 
felves in it? Is nota great deal of the Weaknefs 
and Corruption we wonder at in them, but too 
incident to the Nature that is common to us all? 
Do we excel the J/raelites in that which is the 


only fure Principle of Conftancy, a firm: Conf- . 


dence in God ? Are not we guilty of Impatience 
and Diftrutt as well as they ? In the fame Manner 
indeed we cannot offend, a Nation having God fo 
near them as they had, nor fuch vifible Tokens of 
his Prefence, nor fuch exprefs Commands to enter 
into War, nor fuch plain and full Promifes of 
Protection and Succefs in it: but if we cannot of- 
fend in a the fame Manner, in the ike we may 3 
and thefe Thin gs ave written for our Admonition, 
that we fhould not. The Juftice and Neceffity of 
our Canle tslittle ~ of the Force of a Com- 
mand; and the many Succefles God has blefled 
us with, are as manifeft Indications of his. approv- 
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the Duke of Marlborough. 73 
ing the Work we are engaged in, as it is well 
poffible to have, fince Prophecies and. Miracles 
are ceafed ; and at the fame Time give us an In- 
creafe of Strength for it, But what is bidding us 
to go on, if this be not ? What fuller Affurances 
can we defire of the Continuance of God’s Fa- 
vour, than the great Things he has already done? 
All that has been, or fhall be done this War, from 
the Beginning to the End, are but Parts of one 
and the fame Work: And therefore nothing can 
be a ereater Argument of God’s intending to 
bring it toa good End, than his having hitherto 
fo happily conducted it, and enabled us to make 
fuch Advances in if as we have; which are all to 
no Purpofe, if we fail in the laft Act, and the de- 
fired End be not put to it. We ought therefore 
to look on the Succeflvs he has given us, as fo 
many Exhortations and E:ncouragements to perfe- 
vere, and as Engagements on his part to affift us, 
if we are not wanting to ourfelves. If then we 
fuffer our Zeal to cool, if we grow weary and in- 
different, and care not what Turn Things take; 
if we are fearful and faint-hearted, and defpair 
to fee a good End of them, after fuch a continued 
Series of Succefs, we are the guilty People the J/- 
raclites weye, and fhall be interpreted to diftraft 
God as they did, if we leave imperfect the Work 
he has in fo fignal a Manner blefied, and neglect 
thofe Pledges of his Favour, by which we are en- 
couraged to go on; and by our Diftruft we fhall 
provoke him to bring on us all thofe Evils, 
which we have been fo many Years labouring to 
avert, 
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Livery Suceefs we have, is a Leffon from God 
to put our Confidence in him, in the Purtfuic of a 
Cauie we are fure is juft: For it is not our own 
Sword, or an Aim of Iefo that has done thefe 


great Things for us, but bis Right Hand and bis 


rm, who is the Lord of Hofts ; it is he has fought 
our Battles, becaufe be bad a Favour unto us, The 
Succeffes of this War have almolt all of them 
fomething in them fo extraordinary, as naturally 
leads us to acknowledge the Divine Goodnefs in 
them ; they have generally been fo much wanted, 
and yet fo little expected: And what has made 
them the more remarkable, the Execution of them 
has often been fo happy, as to exceed our moft 
forward Hopes. And thefe Circumttances do all 
of them ina particular Manner concur to point 
out to us the Linger of God in the great Succels 
we are now thankfully rejoicing in. ‘The Clouds 
have never this War thickned more, or looked 
blacker, than this Year; they feemed to gather 
from all Parts at the fume Time, and threatned 
to break cut upon us at once’: Things looked fo 
dark on every Side, as not to leave us the fainteft 
Ciimpfe of Light, nor the leaft. Appearance of 
Succefs. On the contrary we. had Reafon, we 
thought, to fear an univerfal Storm, that could 
no Way be fenced againft; we apprehended no- 
thine Jefs than the Diffolution of the whole All- 
ance, While £urope is flrugling with the great 
Vacmy of their Liberty, the Common Enemy: of 
Chirifiianity breaks in upon them, and makes actu- 
nt War on one Prince, and gives great Appre- 
henfions to others; the Nerthern War entangles 
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the Duke of Marlborough. 765 
us in the moft perplexing Difficulties ; and we are 
every Minute ia Pain forthe Peace and Quiet of 
the Empire within itfelf: In the mean Time the 
Flead of that vaft Body dies, when we appre- 
hended nothing lefs ; by which unexpected Acci- 
dent it is not only expofed to all the Mifchiefs 
that the Factions and Intrigues of divided Interefts 
can bring upon it; they are threatned with a pow- 
erful Invafion, favoured by fecret Enemies, an In- 
vafion defigned to encourage an open Infurrection, 
and itfelf encouraged with the Hopes of it. Add 
to this the Jow Condition of Affairs in’ other 
Parts, and the Violence of our unhappy Divifions 
at Home, which not only weaken our own Hands, 
and difhearten our Allies, but give the common 
Enemy new Heart, in Hopes he may fill turn the 
Fortune of the War. 

This was the melancholy Face of Things, when 
this Campaign began. Succefs could never be 
more wanted, and yet where had we the leaft . 
Hopes of it? Wetake the Field with a much 
weaker Army than the Year before, while the 
Enemy are ftronger than they were, and bid us 
Defiance in a Situation every Way inacceffible. 
They boalt they have fet us Bounds we cannot pafs, 
and begin to fay, Thus far foall ye go, and no far- 
ther. In fhort, our Succefs fecms to be at a full 
Stop : In the mean Time the Enemy gain fome 
little Advantages, which our Friends are weak 
enough to think great ones; and from thence are 
encouraged to meditate fomething really great, 
and to think it is now their Time to regain what 
they had loft, And what Profpect had we of 
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hindring them? An Army which with all its 
Strength had enough to do+to defend jtlf, feems 
to lofe the very Poffibility of doing any Thing, by 
the Jmperial Troops being taken trom them; and 
the Body that is left is not a Day fure to continue 


as it is, while three of the Princes in Alliance with | 


us, refolve to recall their Troops, and feem deaf 
to all Remonftrances. 
This was the gloomy difmal Face -of Things, 


when he who brought the World ont of a Chaos 5° fi) 


he who framed this beautiful Order of Things 
from Nothing and Confufion ; he who faid, Let 
there be Light, and there was Light ; his Provi- 
dence, who created all Things, caufed Light to 
fbving out of this Darknefs, and made Way for 
new Succefs when we lealt expected it. By his 

lefling the Clouds, that gathered fo fait, are 
blown over ; and all is again cleared up into a 
bright and glorious Day. To omit other ‘Things, 
the War, which the common Enemy of Chriftia- 
nity had begun, is ftifled in its Birth, and the un- 
caly Apprchentions it gave are not only removed, 
it has made Way for difengaging us from great 
Difficulties we were entangled in; the Jnvafion 
and Infurre€tion that threatned the Empire, are 
vanifhed into nathing ; the Taking the Jmperial 


Troops from us, inftead of hurting us, deludes 


the Enemy into a falfe Security ; and the Army 
fullering no other Diminution, ts ina Condition 
to take hold of and improve the Advantage that 
gives them; a vigilant Enemy is furprized, an un- 
expected March is made of a prodigious Length, 
and with a Vigour not to be expreffed 5 and the 
Formidable Lives are patt without any Oppofition. 
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To fpeak of this March in the Propbetick Stile, God 
renewed their Strength, they mounted up with Wings 
as Eagles, they ran and were not weary, they walked 
and did not faint. The Manner of this Succefs, 
and the happy Execution of it were as extraordi- 
nary as the Succefs itfelf’ And all that has paft 
fince that glorious Day, is fuch a Confirmation of 
the Goodnefs of God to us, as Jeaves: not the moft 
Fearful room to doubt of its Continuance, We 
have made a Siege under Difficulties fo exceeding 
great, that the Whole feems to be a Scene of Won- 
ders ; and many Things in Appearance impoffible 
have been done, to make the Conqueft we now 
give Thanks for ; and to crown all, the Conquett 
itfelf has been finifhed with a Glory almoft pecu- 
har to it, while, with the Place we have taken, the 
Garrifon itfclf is loft, and loft by nothing elfe but 
the Efforts of a fuperior Army to relieve it. 

If any Succeffes have in them the Characters of 
Providence, this certainly will be allowed to be of 
the Number. And if we look on it in that View, 
as it is the Work of God, we cannot but think it 
a frefh Exhortation to us, to truft in him without 
wavering, and go on with Courage, till the juft 
War, we are engaged in, be concluded by a good 
Peace: Which fhould we not do, we fhould feem 
to betray the Caufe of God; for the Caufe of 
our Country he has made his own, by appearing 
fo vifibly in Favour of it; and we defeat the E:nd 
he feems to defizn in the many Succeffes he has 
given us, if we have not Patience to wait tll he 
has finifhed, by gradual Steps, this great Work in 
fuch a Manner as he in his infinite Wifdom fhall 

think 
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& 
think fit. Strengtben ye, fays God to his Prophet, 


the weak Hands, and confirm the feeble Knees ; fay 
to them that are of a fearful Heart, Bebold your 


God, be will come and fave you. Let no Impatience, 


no fearful or uncafy Thoughts, no Mifeivings of § 
a weary Mind tempt us to look on Things in the } 
worlt View, and create in us a Diltruft of the Di- j 


vine Goodnefs. Let us be affured, the conttant 


Succeffes we have had both in the natural and mo. } 


ral Confequences of them, mutt lead us, if we will 


but have Patience, to the happy End we have hi- § 


therto fo well purfued. 
For without entring into Particulars, it is at 


firft Sight evident, that whatever Reafon there can } 


be for putting any ind to the War but a good 
one, was a ftrongcr Realon again{t beginning it, 
And yet thofe very Reafons, that make us in fo 
much Hatle to. end it, fhew the Neceffity there was 


for entring into it. Lor if the common Enemy & 


be flill fo powerful, that we defpair of reducing 


him to Reafon, after fo much Strength has, by the § 


Succeftts of the War, been transferred from him 
to us3 what Condition fhould we have now been 
in, had we tamively let that prodigious Power fettle 
and confirm itfelf without Difpute ? How had we 
now lain at his Mercy without Redrefs, who is the 
declared Enemy of our Religron and Liberty, and 
would think the Ruin of both the greateft Glory 
of his Reign ? When we began this War, there 
was fuch a Difproportion between the contending 
Parties, as the Z/raeltes thought there was between 
them and the Amorites ; it was Men fighting againtt 
Givats: Bat had we not fought, our Ruin had been 

inevitable; 
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inevitable ; whereas by entring into War we ap- 
pealed to God, and gave Providence Room to 
appear in our Behalf. And had we not fucceeded 
in a defperate Caufe, it is fome Comfort to think 
we tried, and did our beft.: But, God be thanked,we 
have fucceeded even beyond what we could expect 5 
he has blefled our Arms in a Manner truly won- 
derful 5 the Giants we fought againft are dwindled 
into Men lke ourfelves, or rather into lefs than 
. Men; and the War, every Year it lafts, is much 
more likely to end well, than when it firft began. 
And can we think it reafonable to give out be- 
fore we have obtained our End ? Did not we go 
into the War in Hopes of Succefs? And did we 
hope to fucceed for any other Reafon, but becaufe 
that would furely lead us to a good Peace ? Have 
we not had the Succefs we wifhed for, and more ? 
And will not the Continuance of it as furely pro- 
cure the Peace we want, as we at firft thought it 
would ? Is it not more likely we fhall ftill have 
more Succefs than it was at firlt that we fhould ever 
have fo much ? Why then fhould we be weary, or 
willing to give out ? How can we doubt that we 
fhall not ttl fucceed, or that an Enemy that 
grows every Day weaker and weaker, will not be 
obliged at laft to fubmit to fuch Terms as the 
Safety of England and Europe males neceffary ¢ 
Is it any Anfwver to this to fay, the Event is always 
uncertain ? Is not that the Cafe in every Thing 
we undertake ? Was it not a thoufand Times more 
fo when we began the War? Or cana War be 
made with lefs Uncertainty than this at prefent is ? 
The Race indeed is not always to the Swift, uor the 
Lattle 
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80 A Thank/viving Sermon before 

Beitle to the Strong: We have found, by the Blef- 
fine of God, on many Occafions, this War the 
Truth of this, and therefore we cannot promife 
ourfelves Succefs from our own Strength, confi- 
dered in itfelf: But if we confider that our 
Strength is from God, that he has out of Weak: 
nefs made us ftrong, we may then reafonably ar- 
gue from it, and promile ourlelves Succefs, as the 
natural Confequence of the good Condition he has 
put our Affairs into, Bat with more Affurance 
itil may we hope for it, if we conftantly look up 


to the Hand {from which all our Succeffes come, 
and confide in God as fill prefiding over this | 
ereat Work, and conducting the feveral Parts of | 


it, till he has finifhed this wonderful Scene of his 
Providence, in the Manner he thinks fit ; a Scene 
in which there has appeared fo much Wifdom and 
Goodnefs, and which no doubt will end in a Con- 
clufion fiitable to the Steps by which it has been 
carried on, if we do not, through want of Courage 
to perfevere, break through the Methods of Pro. 
vidence, and by our own Folly precipitate Matters 
to an End, before they are ripe for 1¢. 


Let us but have Patience, and go on with Chear-’ 


fulnefs, and wait God’s Leifure, and then nothing 
can difappoint our Fopes, but what is in our own 
Power ‘to prevent 5 nothing but our Ingratitude 
and Jimpenitence. Thefe, it ra be owned, may 
defeat the furett Profpeét we can have: Thefe, per- 
haps, have been the true Occafion that the War has 
continued fo long; and thefe may poffibly at laft 
force us to put an ill lend to it. But as great as 
our Sins are, we have, from our paft Succeffes, 
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Ground to hope, that he is not fo far provoked, 

as to intend to take Vengeance ih a Way that will 
ruin fo juft a Caule, and affeé& not only us, but 
Generations yet unborn, If our Sins cry aloud 
againft us, as it is to be feared they do, God has 
other Methods in Referve to punifh the Ungrate- 
ful and Impenitent, without delivering us over to 
the Will of fo implacable an Enemy. In Truth, 
we fee the Wrath of God in a terrible Manner vi- 
fiting the Earth, and taking Vengeance of one 
Nation after another ; and we havé no Hopes of 
averting the Hand of the Deftroying Angel from 
aficting us in the fame Manner, but By a fincere 
Repentance and Amendment. 

But to leave a Subject fo little fuited to a Day 
of Joy, and come to a Conclufion of this Areu- 
ment: The Sum of what has been faid is this, 
That the true Ufe we ought to make of the Suc- 
cefles we are bleffed with, is to take Courage from 
them, and to be jirong in the Lord; for that they 
are all fo many -Pledges of his Favour, and the 
greateft Affurances we can poffibly have, That if 
we be not afraid, but put our Truft in Him, be 
will not leave us nor forfake us, but continue ftill to 
blefs our Arms, that we may obtain the End to- 
ward which we have made fo many happy Steps 5 
and enable us to go on and profper, till the Glo- 
ries and Triumphs of the War fhall be changed 
into the more agreeable Joys of a Safe and Ho- 
nourable Peace. Which God of bis infinite Mercy 
grant, &c. 
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Preached at the Cathedral Church of | 
Worcefter, on the Firff of Auguft, | 
1716. Being the Anniverfary of } 
his Majefty’s happy Accefflion to | 
the Crown. 
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To the Reverend 


Dr. GODOLPHIN,#£ 


Provoft of Eaton College. 
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MI a ER MIT, Sir, a late Fellow of your Col ¥ 
nD lege to ifcribe this Sermon to your Name, a 
-as Provott, in Acknowledyment of the con- & 

: tinued Favours received from you, from the b 
Day 1 had the Honour to be admitted into it, to the | 
Day I left it. iy 
I foould not take the Liberty to prefix your Name ie 
io this Difcourfe without your Leave, but that I well 4 
know, that the Subject? of it will procure it a favour. y 
able @° 
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able Reception from you, as tr uly as your Friendip 
for the Author of it. 

Youhave foewn, that you know how to be a good 
Church-man, without being an ill Subje&t ; and you 
have the Pleafure to fee the Society you prefide over, 
intirely in the fame Sentiments, who have not diftin- 
guifbed themfelves more by the generous and publick 
Spirit with which they bave aéted in their College 
Concerns, than by their fleady Zeal and Affection to 
the Interefts of the King and the Proteftant Succefiion 
which, they are perfuaded, is the only Support under 
God, on which the Religion and Learning, as well 
as the Liberties and civil Rights, of this Nation, can 
baftingly depend. 

Accept my fincereft Wifbes, that you may long enjoy 
the agreeable Retirement you have in this Society, and 
believe me ever with the moft grateful and affectionate 
Efteem, 


Reverend Sir, 
Your moft obliged 
and moft obedient Servant, 


yeedon hee : Francis Hare. 
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84. AA Sermon preached at 


Riou All aeive 


for he is the Minifter of God to thee for Good. 
WD OAD = Paul in this Chapter does in 
ry pe 


¥ the iftrongeft Terms exhort 
Chriftians, notwithftanding the 
Liberty wherewith Chrift has 
| made them free, to pay all 
faithful and due Obedience to 

’ the Civil Powers they live un- 
der, from thefe two Confiderations ; firft, that this 
is the Will of God, the Powers that be, are ordained 
vf God, It is therefore the indifpenfible Duty of 
all Subjects to obey, for they that refit, they who 
difobey the Civil Power, refi the Ordinance of God ; 
and God, by thofe who are his Minifters, by thofe 
in whofe Hands the Adminiftration of Govern- 
ment is lodged, will feverely punifh their Difobe- 
dience ; they that refift, fhall receive to themfelves 
Damnation, Governours have a Right to punifh 
Difobedience, it is the Will of God they fhould, 
it is his Punifment, which he executes by their 
Hands, into which he has put the Sword for this 
very Purpofe, to execute Wrath upon him that doth 
Evil, that is, upon the bad Subject. 

This is the firft Confideration upon which the 
Apoltle grounds the Subjects Obligation to Obedi- 
ence, That Governours are God’s Minifters, and 
Difobedience to them is really Difobedience 
apainft him, and will be punifhed as fuch, The 
other 
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Worcefter, Auguf? 1. 1716, 8e 
other Confideration is taken from the general De- 
fign and End of Government, which fhews it to 
be our Intereft as well as Duty, to be good Sub- 
jects. He is the Minifter of God to thee for Good : 


If Subjects therefore have any Regard to them- 


{elves and their own Intereits, they fhould not on« 
ly fubmit to the Authority of their Governours, 
they fhould do it willingly and chearfully ; they 
fhould not only pay a cold and forced @bedience, 
but fuch an one as is active, hearty and fincere, as 
not unto Men, but God; not only for Wrath, that 


is for Fear of Punifhment, but for Confcience Sake 


alfo, as truly fenfible of the Happinefs of Govern- 
ment, and that ic is the Ordinance of God for 
our Good. 

Thefe two Things are plainly contained in the 
Words of the Text, that Governours are God’s 
Minifters, and that they are defigned for the Good 
and Benefit of thofe over whom he has placed 
them. Indeed thefe are the infeparable Characters 
of Governours, when they are true to their high 
Truft, and anfwer the Ends for which Government 
was put into their Plandsas eV cre it) notaio, adic 
not Government in the Nature of it tend to the 
Good of Men, it could not be the Ordinance of 
God, who in the ordinary Methods of his Provi- 
dence intends not the Mifery, but Happinels of his 
Creatures, and cannot, without the grcateft Indig- 
nity to his infinite Perfections, be conceived to act 
otherwife : But the great Inftrument of his Provi- 
dence in the Affairs of Men, is civil Government ; 
he governs the World by his Vicegerents 5 It 1S 
by them therefore chiefly, that he provides for 
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the Good and Welfare ‘of Mankind, and it is 
from hence we are fure that Government is his 
Appointment. 
_ There is in the Nature of Things, fuch a Ne- 
ceflity of Government for preferving Peace and 
Order in the World, and for fwpporting Men in 
the quict Poffeffion and Enjoyment of their own, 
as fhews it to be the Inflitution of God, with 
equal Certainty and Truth, as any Law of Nature 
can be proved to be the Law of God. It is fo fit- 
ted to the Condition of Man, the Principles of 
it are fo interwoven into the very Nature of him, 
and he is fo unable in every State of Life to bear 
the Want of it, that nobody can doubt, whether 
he who made made Man did not defign him for 
Society ; and to fit him for it, gave him fuch a 
Nature that to his Well-being Government fhould 
be abfolutely neceffary. All the Advantages which 
arife from united Strength and Wifdom, from 
Power and Knowledge, from Arts and Sciences, 
to which we owe all the Safety and Conveniences, 
all the Ornaments and Happinefs of Life, thefe 
are all the Effects of Government, which were it 
univerfally diffolved, and Mankind could forget 
and lofe the Benefits they have at prefent from it, 
what wretched Creatures fhould we be ? We fhould 
not only want the Comforts we now enjoy, but 
we fhould be reduced to the Condition of Brutes, 
or rather to a worfe; we fhould be more deftitute 
and helplefs, more expofed to Want and Danger ; 
in a Word, more unable to fubfift tolerably, than 
moft of them; a plain Argument that Govern- 
ment 
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Worcelter, Auguff 1.1716. 87 
ment is neceffary for Man, and therefore originally 
intended by him that made him, 

Thefe Confiderations have univerfally induced 
Mankind to look on Government, as the Ordinance 
of God, to hold it in the greateft Veneration, to 
refpect the Perfons of thofe invefted with it as fa- 
cred, and to think Obedience to them the moft 
ufeful Leffon People could be taught; nor have 
the moft factious and reftlefs Spirits ever dared di- 
rectly to maintain the contrary. However fond 
fuch Men may be of Liberty, however impatient 
to get loofe from the particular Government they 
happen to be under, (for Faction is the Growth of | 
all Countries, and no Government is without un- 
quiet Spirits, who are on all Occafions ready to 
difturb it) it is only the Abufes and Corruptions 
they would be thought to be again{t, and not the 
Government itfelf. The Prefervation of the Con- 
{titution is always the Pretence for Plotting»or ta- 
king Arms againft thofe who are intrufted with 
it, 

But if Government be the Inftitution of God, 
and neceflary for Man, Submiffion and Obedience 
to it muft needs be both our Duty and our In- 
tereft, and confequently to thofe in whom the Ad- 
miniftration of it is lodged; for it is in and by 
them every Government fubfifts and exerts itfelf ; 
and whenever they purfue, in any tolerable Degree, 
the Ends of the Government committed to them, 
they are the Minifters of God to thee for good {fo 
far at leaft, as to make their Adminiftration pre- 
ferable to the Confution that muft ordinarily follow 
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88 A Sermon preached at 
from Subjects daring to withdraw their Obedience 
from them. 

What St. Paul, in this Chapter, fays of Govern- 
ours, he faid ata Time when the Roman Empire 
was under a very bad Prince, and to Perfons who 
had no Protection for their Religion from any 
Laws, for the Governments then in Being were 
every where againft it; yet even then, all Things 
confidered, the Advantages of Government were 
fuch, as made it upon the Whole the Intereft, as 
well as Duty of Chriftians, to live in a peaceable 
Subjection to the Civil Powers, and to pray for 
the Support of them: But, Thanks be to God, we 
are not concerned in the hard Circumftances of 
thofe Times, we do not enjoy the Advantages of 
Government in Part only: By the Contftitution 
of the Briti/h Government, our Religious as well 
as Civil Rights are in the moft effectual Manner 
fecured to us, and we are this Day met together. 
to give God Thanks for putting the Adminiftra- 
tion of this Government into the Hands of a wife 
and gracious Prince, under whofe Protection we 
enjoy the Benefit of it entire and without Allay. 
Our Liberties, our Properties, our Religion, are 
perfectly fafe, and every Man may, if he will him- 
felf, live quietly and peaceably in all Godlinefs and 
Fionefty. 

Ic has not indeed always been the Fortune of 
this Nation, to be fo happy in this Refpeét as could 
be wifhed. Princes fometimes want Abilities re- 
quifite to go through all the Difficulties of Go- 
vernment ; fometimes they want Inclination to ufe 
the Abilities they have; they prefer their Eafe fe 
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the publick Good, and will not fuffer the Care of 
their People to break in upon their Pleafure, and 
difturb the voluptuous Life they have:given them- 
{elves up to. Sometimes Princes have both In- 
clination and Abilities for Bufinefs, but it were 
better for their Subjects they had neither, fince 
they are employed only to opprefs, to introduce 
a Lawlefs and Arbitrary Power, and to trample 
on the Liberties they fhould prote@. Some- 
times, which is ftill more unhappy, Princes may 
be in an Intereft oppofite to that of their Peo- 
ple, and endeavour to enflave them to the cruel 
Superftition and Tyranny of Rome. In fhort, 
Princes may act. fo contrary to their Truft, as to- 
tally to fubvert the Government of which they are 
the Guardians ; and when they do fo, it is to very 
little Purpofe to tell their Subjects, that they are 
God’s Minifters. 

But it is not the Bafinefs of this Day to fpeak of 
thofe Governours, nor does the Glory of the pre- 
fent Reign want fuch Foils to fet it off. We are 
happy in a Prince, in Whom Wifdom and Under- 
ftanding, Diligence and Application, Juftice, Cle- 
mency, and great Goodnefs, a tender Regard to 
the Rights of the Subjects, and an unfhaken Zeal 
for the Proteftant Religion, do all confpire to 
make his Government a Bleffing to us, A Prince, 
who, by a wife and juft, and fteady Government 
of another Country for many Years, has fhewn, 
in how high a Degree he poffefles all the Virtues 
requifite to make us a happy People, if it be not 
our own Fault; a Prince, to whole great Virtues 
even his Enemies, the Enemies, I mean, of the 
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Proteftant Succeffion, have given the fureft Teft- { 


mony. 


muft be for Slander, fome Handle to create an 
Averfion, and render his Government odious to 
the Kingdom ; Weaknefs, or Avarice, or Luxury, 
or Cruelty, or an immoderate Love of Power, or 


the Fury of blind Bigotry; fome Blemifh that 


might make an ill Impreffion on the People, and 
fright them into a Diflike of their new Settlement, 
‘Nothing could more effeétually ferve the Interef 
of the Pretender and his Friends ; and from thence, 


fuch is the Zeal of Popery, fo bitter the Spirit of 
Jacobitifm, we may very furely conclude, that no- | 


thing of this Kind was left unattempted. And, 


yet, what is it their Emiffaries in all this Time 


could do ? What one Blemifh could they fix on 
the King, his Family, or Court? In what one 
: Refpect 


For it is now fixteen Years that the Eyes of the q 
Nation have been turned to the King and his Il- § 
luftrious Houfe ; and we may be fure, that in all f. 
the Time that paffed from the Settlement of the { 
Crown to his Acceffion to it, his Country was ne- i 
ver without Spies, without Perfons who reforted to | 
it with no other Defign, but to pry, with a ma | 
lignant Eye, into the Management of his Court, j 
and the Adminiftration of his Government, to § 
watch the private Life, and unguarded Hours of § 
him and his Family, and of the Perfons in chief § 
Confidence and Favour with him, in Hopes to find } 
thofe Diforders and Oppreffions that are naturally } 
~ incident to abfolute Governments, or at leaft thot } 
Vices and Corruptions that are but too frequent } 
in all Courts. Some Matter they thought there | 
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Worcefter, Auguff 1.1716. 91 
Refpect did they offer to reprefent to Difadvantage 
the Adminiftration of his Government ? Much 
lefs could they find any great and notable Defects, 
fuch as might juftly alarm the Fears of the Nation, 
and raife in Men’s Minds uneafy Apprehenfions 
of what they might expect, when the Good and 
Gracious Princefs, who then reigned, fhould be 
taken from them. We all know nothing of this 
was pretended in fo many Years, even by the 
fworn Enemies of the Proteftant Succeffion ; they 
wifhed, they hoped, they endeavoured to.fpy out 
fomething of this Kind ; but their Wifhes, their 
Hopes, their Endeavours, were in vain. Inftead 
of Weaknefs, they found Prudence ; inftead of 
the Extremes of Avarice and Luxury, they found 
a noble and virtuous Frugality ; inftead of a cor- 
rupt and vicious Court, they found Modefty, Tem- 
perance, and Order ; inftead of Injuftice and Op- 
preffion in the State, a fteady, wife, and mild Ady 
miniftration ; inftead of a diftreffed, complain- 
ing, harrafs’d, exhaufted Country, a contented, in- 
duftrious, thriving, happy People. 

All this they found, or elfe they would have 
made us loudly hear the contrary. Appearances 
would have been ftrained into Realties, and little 
Faults induftrioufly magnified into great ones, 
Since nothing therefore of this was done, we 
ought in Reafon to conclude, that nothing of it 
could be done. 

What greater, what furer Teftimony could be 
given to the Virtues of the King, and that he is 
poffeffed of all the Qualities that enter into the Cha- 


racter of a wife and good Prince. Such was the 


Reputation 
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Reputation with which he afcended the Throne of § 
thefe Kingdoms; fuch the Opinion and Efteem the \ 
Nation had, after his Succeffion had been for 
fourtcen Years together, the Point in View ; as is § 
pat all Contradiction evident from the Joy with 4 
which his Acceffion was received; a Joy as Great i 
and General, as if he had fucceeded the wortt of | 
Princes; whereas in Truth he had the Difadvan- i 
tage to fucceed one of the beft; a Queen, whok i 
conftant Piety and Goodnefs, and other princely | 


Virtues, and’a Reign for many Years exceeding 


Glorious, gave her fuch an entire Poffeffion of the }) 
Hearts and Affections of her People, that nothing 
could withdraw their Love and Duty to her, } 
They were perfuaded, under all Appearances, that 7 
She meant their Good, whatever fome about her } 
might do; they faw that no Endeavours of defign. | 
ing Men could leffen her Concern for the Pro. } 
teftant Succeffion, which fhe was unalterably con- f 
vinced was the only poffible Way by which the } 
Bleflings of her Reign could be continued to them, § 
This, on all Occafions, both from the Throne and § 
in private, fhe declared to be neareft her Heart; i 


and the laft Act of her Reign was, to remove 
from her Prefence the Author and Contriver of 
thofe unhappy Meafures, which, contrary to her 
Intention, threatned fo much Danger to it. 

This good and gracious Princefs was the King’s 
immediate Predeceflor, yet fuch was the Confi- 
dence her People had in his Eftablifhed Character, 
fo fatisfied were they, that her Virtues and the 


Bleffings of her Reign would live afrefh in him, Ie 


that Tears prefently vanifhed from all Eyes; and 
his Majefty’s Royal Entry was made with a Joy fo 
unls 
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univerfal, that the like in this Nation has not been 
known fince the Reftoration : Every one endea- 
youred to out-do his Neighbour in Demonftrations 
of it, and Things looked with that pleafing Af- 
pect, as if Men intended to lay afide their mu- 
wal Animofities, and once again unite in a dutiful 
and chearful Obedience to him, who was the King 
of their Vows, and for whofe Succeffion the con- 
tending Parties had always profeffed an equal 
Zeal; as being entirely perfuaded, that in him 
the Nation would be happy, and that he alone 
could make them fo, With fuch Expectations did 
the King afcend the Throne, and that his Reign 
hitherto has fully anfwered them, the Nation in 
Parliament have acknowledged with the greateft 
Unanimity 5 and all reafonable Men out of it, 
(notwithftanding the Clamours of an implacable 
and reftlefs Party, to mifreprefent and ditturb his 
Reign) will with Pleafure own, that’he has in all 
Refpeéts difcharged the Part of a wife and good 
Prince, and that under the greateft Difficulties. 
Inftead of the weak Part fome of his Predeceffors 
have been upbraided with, of courting their Ene- 
mics, and neglecting their Friends, he began his 
Reign with encouraging thofe Men who had 
been trueft to him ; thofe he diftinguifhed with 
the chief Marks of his Royal Favour, who had 
fhewn themfelves ready to fuffer any Thing rather 
than be falfe to the Intereft of their Country, and 
to the only lafting Support of it, the Proteftant 
Succeffion in his Family. On the other hand, he 
has not been afraid to difcountenance thofe who 
had either not Senfe enough to underftand their 
Country’s Intereft, or not Virtue enough to be 
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true to it, in Oppofition to the late Meafures. Hy} 
has not only declared, That the Conftitution in & 
Church and State fhall inviolably be the Rule of § 
his Government, but in Fact has governed with the } 
{tricteft Regard to it upon all Occafions, No Man 
recommends himlelf by ftraining the Prerogative, | 
or favouring Arbitrary Notions ; he knows no} 


Greatnefs in Oppreffion, nor thinks it any Strength | 


or Glory to the Crown to trample on the Liberty } 
of the People. The moft preffing Occafions of the } 
State have not prevailed with him to exceed in | 
any Point the Bounds fet up by the Legiflature, } 


much lefs can there be any Sufpicion that in’ his 


Reign the Liberty of the Subject will be wantonly } 
invaded, when the Times are peaceable and quiet, } 
and there is nothing in the Juncture of Affairs that | 


can either require, or excufe it. 


And as no Love of Power can tempt him to { 


break in upon the Civil Rights of his Subjects, fo 
neither can a falle Zeal induce him to violate the 
natural Right tender Con{ciences have to ferve 
God in their own Way; which is the greateft 
Proof a Prince can give, not only of a truly 
Chriftian Spirit, but of an excellent Difcernment 
and Underltanding : For as other Princes have of- 
ten been feduced by an immoderate Thirft after 
Power, fo it has fometimes been the Misfortune of 
very good ones, in their Zeal for the Honour of 
God, and Concern for their Religion, to be 
drawn by the Artifice of cunning Men, or by 
the Importunities of Superftitious ones, into Mea- 
fures moft inglorious to themfelves, and highly in- 
jurious to their People. They have been made to 
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believe it was doing God Service to propagate Re- 
ligion by Force; a Principle, which in Truth is 
fo far from being agreeable to right Reafon, or 
true Religion, that it is the moft oppofite to both 
that can be. It contradicts the trueft Principles of 
human Reafon, the moft certain Notions we have 
of the Supreme Being, and. the very Nature of 
Confcience, by which we are led to the Acknow- 
ledgment and Worfhip of him: And yet the Piety 
of good Princes has fometimes been fo far mif- 
guided, that they have thought it their Duty, not 
only to withdraw their Protection from great Num- 
bers of good and ufeful Subjeéts, but to turn their 
Sword againft them ; forgetting that the Prince is 
the common Father of the People, and that the 
Strength of the Crown is the Profperity and Num- 
ber of its Subjects, 

Popifh Princes muft go into this fatal Error, 
whether they will or no; it is bound upon their 
Souls under Pain of Damnation, by the Directors 
of their Confciences: It is a fundamental Princi- 
ple with the Church of Rome ; which, in the in- 
teriour of it, is not only a Spiritual Tyranny, but 
the moft abfolute, as well as moft unrighteous, 
that ever was erected, or I believe ever can be: It 
affeéts to infult the Senfe and Reafon of Mankind 5 
it triumphs in getting the better of all natural 
Sentiments of Virtue, of all in-bred Principles of 
Honefty and good Nature, and in obliging Men 
to act again{t their Confciences, Her Doctrines 
are as abfurd, and her Methods of enforcing the 
Belief. of them as inhuman, as if the wifeft and 
beft Being delighted in Cruelty and Nonfenfe. 

Perfecu- 
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Perfecution therefore in Princes of that Commu 
nion is not a rare Thing, and by chance only ; 
it is neceflary and unavoidable. A Prince cannot 
decline it, if he would, without being falfe to his 
Religion ; and it muft be owned, that other Com- 
-munions have been but too much infe&ted with the | 
fame Spirit. But it is our Nappinefs to be under j 
the Protection of a Prince, who will not be 
wicked, for God, nor cruel in Charity to the Souls | 
Men; who knows how to diftinguifh between Su- 
perftition and Religion, and can make Zeal con- | 
fift with Moderation, fo as to encourage and pro. | 
tect the Church, without doing Violence to the } 
Coniciences of thofe whofe Unhappinefs it is to | 
diffent from it; and in this the King not only fol- i 
lows the Example of thofe Excellent Princes who 
fettled the Succeffion in his [lluftrious Houfe, but 
acts agreeably. to the true Senfe of the Church it- 
felf, For to the Honour of the Church of Eng. 
Jand, it mult be confeffed by all; That the Tole- 
ration was originally the free and unconftrained 
Effect of her Indulgence, and that it never, could 
have been obtained, if her beft and trucft Sons, in 
Conjunction with her Bifhops, had not been in ear- 
ne(t for it. It is therefore very impertinent in ‘the 
Enemies of the Church, to throw the Toleration 
in the Teeth of its Minifters, as if fhe had been 
againft it; and very weak in her Friends to think 
her lefs fafe for it, or that the King is not hearty 
enough in Favour of the Church, becaufe he has 
declared he will preferve the Toleration with it, 
Strange Sufpicion, where it is fincere! as if Piety 
could not confit with Wifdom, or the Good of 
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the Church with Reafon of State ; as if peaceable 
and good Subjects had not a Right to the Protec- 
tion of the Civil Powers; as if the Church had no 
Intereft in the Prefervation of the State, or the 
State were not the fafer by the united Strength of 
all the Members of it joining in its Defence, and 
therefore joyning, becaufe protected and eafy un- 
der its Government, 

A very moderate Share of Underftanding will 
convince Men of honeft and virtuous Minds, that 
this Part of the King’s Character, inftead of being 
any Diminution to the Joy of this Day, is really 
a great Addition to it, fince it leaves no Room for 
UneafinefS in any of his Subjects: All are proteéct- 
ed in their Rel@1ous Concerns, as well as in their 
Civil Rights, which renders the Joy of this Day 
as extenfive as his Government. And in this the 
Church finds its Intereft, as truly as the State: For 
as nothing contributes fo much to the Strength 
and Riches of a Nation, as a well-regulated Tole. 
ration; fo does nothing fo effectually difarm the, 
Enemies of the Church both of Power and Will to 
hurt it, as a Tendernefs and Indylgence to thofe 
that diffent from it. Befides, chat the Intereft of 
the Church is fo linked with that of the State, that 
what contributes to the Strength and Profperity 
of one, muft needs be of Advantage tq the 
other, 

The Joy then of this Day is as complete, as 
the Acceflion of a good King to the Throne can 
make its and all his Subjects have abundant Mat- 
ter of Thankfgiving to God for it. They fee 
their neareft Intercfts fecured to them; they fee 

MOLL G all 


re Oren Wats oro 
Kemeay Vi ta. gonna We a ot SD ole 
pee ods oF Wgil boa Dil on oy u bos 
6n bed seni ait en crwo't het 18 - 
ad? yo nad 941 Jo notmeitonl sdf ar 
yo pause hong ob we VAR alt on 0 i 
bee sonstl af ou peiniof, Ut Ve erdinuM 
~iH Yea bra Lefton slogaed ghia 
Jee 


yee eee - 


4 


iw paibariwhell Yo se 
tnels hai. syotuy bifetaged Toa 
nied To beatnik woPuind2 eynid 
einen ai yoCT silt Yo yee odd o7 
wi mood] on syria! 1 soni 21 6) Net 
ienorg si LA: vfta(due eit Yo yaa 
“ladi nkep llow eg ante 
att ait Jo yo] ody misban 
sib didi ni baA ~ anermmmved! 
<i 2 stet2 oft gn Glows ac 
Hignme act or dain ob 
lol bersloga-lisw & ga, 
oft mri yllmifefis * ot 
ot it? bas wwel ed 
io(s-es soasgivbal ln a 
Yo dimsinl oii? deity press fl 
a uae ont To ately dai Et 
dvafiunl bee ragostie o 
ai wm gindiwhA Yo db 1 


ie oe 


ran 


nm seriginog ae af geet 
nua seoan'T aes 8 dr 
6M tanbnudy ond af. 
wt oil at aet =e 
wal eal pimad? OF 

ie > 


98 == A Sermon preached at 


all the Ends of Government anfwered, and that 
nothing is wanting, on the King’s Part, to make 
them the happieft People upon Earth. 

But it is not doing Juftice to this Day, to think 
there is nothing in the King’s Acceffion more than 


what it has in common with that of other good § 


Princes, The Bleffings of his glorious Predeceffors, 
the late King and Queen, are not only continued 
to us by his fucceeding them, but preferved from 
the moft certain Ruin and Deftruétion ; which re- 
doubles the Joy thofe, who are in the Intereft of 
their Country, have to fee him peaceably feated 
on the Throne. Had not he come when the 
Queen was taken from us, our Religion and Li- 
berty had expired with her; a Calamity no good 
Man can think of, without the moft thankful Re- 
membrance of thofe excellent Princes, who did 
not confine their Cares to their own ‘Times, but 
were follicitous to make the beft Provifion they 
could for Pofterity, that the Rights and Liberties 
which were fo wonderfully refcued by the Revolu- 
tion from the utmoft Danger, and which were 
afterwards fo glorioufly preferved, and at fo great 
an Expence of Blood and Treafure, might be as 
immortal as human Eftablifhments can make 
them, and be tranfmitted fafe to all fuccceding 
Generations, which could only be done by exclu- 
ding for ever Popery from the Throne, and tet. 
tling the Succeffion in the next Proteftant Family 5 
in which wife and neceffary Refolution all Parlia- 
ments, fubfequent to that in which it was enacted, 
have unanimoufly concurred with them 5 a Concur- 
rence, which ought abundantly to fatisfy all Per- 
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fons in private Stations, of the Rightfulnefs and 
Legality of the King’s Title, who is next in Suc- 
ceffion to the Queen, as the Crown ftands limited, 
and reigns by the fame Right fhe did, and there- 
fore has Reafon to expect to be as well obeyed. 
+, Let me add, to’ remove the Scruples of fome 
weak Minds, that by the Laws of the Land the 
Legiflature has a Right to limit the Succeffion, 
and that the Crown, notwithftanding fuch Limi- 
tation, is as truly Hereditary as it was before, in 
the fame Manner as the Crown of France is al- 
lowed by all to be hereditary, though the Succef- 
fion there 1s limited, and Women are’ excluded 
with them, as.now Papifts are with us. But many 
well-meaning People are taught to believe, that 
this Limitation is not properly the Act of the Le- 
giflature, becaufe there was not a rightful Prince to 
give the Royal Sanction to it: But to this it isa 
foficient Aniwer, that upon the Abdication there 
was an abfolute Neceffity to fill the Throne, and 
the Throne was filled with the leaft Deviation from 
the Lineal Defcent that was practicable, and con- 
fequently the Kings and Queens, who have filled it 
fince the Revolution, had as Jegal Titles, and their 
Aéts were as valid as thofe of their Predeceffors ; 
probably more legal, becaufe more neceffary, and 
eftablifhed by a more unanimous Confent of the 
People, than the Title of any of thofe Princes 
from whom. feveral ancient Kingdoms now in 
Europe are derived. 
/ If any particular Perfon is more immediately a 
Sufferer by this Limitation, his Cafe may be hard, 
but it is not unjuft; the Nation mull not be bla- 
Che) med, 
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med, but the unhappy Prince who put the Nation 
under a Neceflity of providing in this Manner tor 
its Prefervation, Let thofe who have fo much 
Pity for a Perfon whom they have not the leaft 
Knowledge of, and who knows as little of them, 
have fome Pity on their finking, dying Country, 
for fuch it will be when Popery can enter; fuch 
it would have been had not the prefent Eftablith- 
ment been made 3 and withal Jet it be remembred, 
that their great Concern is for a Perfon, of who 
Ilegitimacy there are the ftrongeft and moft jutt 
Prefumptions ; and that this was univerfally the 
Senfe of the Nation at the Time of his Birth, when 
People were beft able to judge of it, is a Thing 

too well known to want any Proof; 5 
What then can be more Irrational, than to with+ 
draw our Allegiance from a Prince confeffedly of 
the Royal Line, and the neareft who is a Protef- 
tant called to the Throne by his Royal Predeceflors, 
with the unanimous Confent of the whale Nation 
expreffed in frequent Parliaments, and now in full 
Poffeflion of it, acknowledged not only by the 
Body of the People, but by all the Princes and 
States of Europe ? What can be more abfurd, than 
under Pretence of Confcience to withdraw our Al- 
legiance from fuch a Prince, whofe Succeffion was 
judged of that Importance to the Nation, that the 
good Queen was not content to fecure it in the 
moft effectual Manner Laws could, but guarded it 
with all the Addition of Strength human Wildom 
could give, by {pecial Treaties made on Purpole 
with our be(t and faithfullett Allies ; to defert fuch 
a Prince jn Favour of one of a Birth fg doubtful, 
that 
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that the Queen never acknowledged any Relation 
to him, or expreffed the leaft Basi for him, of 
an Education the moft oppofite that can be to the 
Nation’s Intereft, and whofe Acceffion to the 
Crown would undoubtedly draw after it the Ruin 
of our Conftitunon both in Church and State (and 
that would foon be followed with a total Extirpa- 
tion of the Proteftant Religion ;) this is fuch 
Weaknefs in thofe who are fincere, as is not to be 
matched in any Nation in the World befides. 
Revolutions in the Courfe of Things have hap- 
pened in all Countries; but Brisain is the only 
one where Men are taughe, that it is not lawful 
to fubmit to them, no not when they are entire and 
compleat, when they have been for many Years 
- fettled and confirmed ; no, not for them who had 
no Hand in them, who were Children at the Time 
they were made, or perhaps unborn ; no, not 
when they are made for the Prefervation of a Na- 
tion, and the Providence of God has, in the moft 
fienal Manner, favoured them, A Doétrine, full 
of Mifchicf to Mankind, and which under Co- 


lour of Obedience to God, fights againft him, 
and excludes him from ruling in the Kingdoms of 


Men, and difpofing of them as he wills the mo- 
dern Contrivance of Popifh Emiffaries to ruin the 
Reformed Religion, and involve this Nation, 
which is the great Support and Bulwark of it, in 
endlefs Troubles and Confufions, 

But little need be faid to expofe a Doétrine 
which fcarce one in a thoufand is fo weak as in 
earneft to believe ; Confcience is Pretence only in 
thole who are fo induftrious to poifon the un- 
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thinking Multitude with thefe Notions; it is not 
the Fear of God, or a Senfe of Religion, or a 
Concern for the Conftitution, or the Belief of an 
indefeafible Right that is the real Caute of their 
Difaffeciion to the prefent Settlement. It is Res 
fentment, it is Faction, it is Party-Rage, at the 
Difappointment of themfelves, or thofe they de- 
pend on, that the Royal Favours are not difperfed 
as they would have them. Nothing elfe can be 
the true Caufe of their Difaffection, who had no 
Scruple upon them in the laft Reign, and were 
good Subjects as long as they were pleafed, who 
were fo far from doubting the Lawfulnefs of the 
prefent Settlement, that they affected the higheft 
ProfeMfions of Duty and Obedience to the Queen, 
and the ftrongeft Proteftations of their good AF 
fection to the Proteflant Succeffion, as fetcled in 
the Houle of Hanover, This was for many Years 
the Language of Addreffes from all Parts of the 
Kingdom ; every Man therefore who joined in 
thofe Addrefles, muft be underftood to have made 
himéelf the folemn ProfeMons contained in them, 
Befides, there is fcarce a Man in the Nation, above 
the Level of the Common People, except profefled 
Papifts and Nonjurors, who has not on fome Oc- 
cafion or other declared in Perfon, his full Perfua- 
fion, that the Pretender has no Right to the 
Crown of thefe Kingdoms, and that the prefent 
Settlement is a rightful and lawful Settlement : 
i’very Man has declared this who has taken the 
Abjuration Oath, and that, it is well known, not 
‘only the Body of the Clergy have done again and 
again, but all the Nobility and Gentry that 
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fut in either Houfe of Parliament in any Part of 
the laft Reign ; all Perfons in Commiffion of the 
Peace, all in any Place of Trutt, in any Office 
under the Crown, Civil or Military, All! thefe 
therefore have declared, in the ftrongcft Terms, 
for the Proteftant Succeffion, and have not only 
expreffed their Acquiefcence in it, but have fo- 
lemnly promifed upon Oath to /upport, maintain, 
and defend it to the utmoft of their Power, 

What now can be a greater Reflection upon a 
Man’s Integrity, who hath bound himfelf by this 
moft folemn Oath, than to fuppofe he meant to 
break it at the very Time of taking it? It is to 
accufe him of the blackeft Perjury ; and it is no 
Jefgs a Reflection on a Man’s Underftanding, 
to fay he is now perfuaded thofe Oaths are unlaw-: 
ful, which for many Years before he had no 
Scruple about. No one therefore, who has taken 
the Abjuration Oath, can reafonably be fuppofed 
to act in Contradiction to it, upon any Principle 
of Honefty or Honour, But, when thefe are taken 
out of the Number, how few are there left among 
the Nobility, Gentry, or Clergy, who can con- 
fiftently with themfelves pretend Confcience for 
their Difaffection to the Government ? A Number 
by no means fufficient to difturb its Peace, or cre- 
ace a Difaffection in the People, if all who have 
taken the Oaths, had Virtue enough to be true to 
them. 

From hence alone every honeft Man may be 
convinced, that the Difloyalty of thofe Men, who 
have taken fo much Pains, and been at fo much 
Expence, as it is vifible they have been, to poifon 
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the Minds of the common People againtt the pre- 
fent Settlement, preceeds from nothing lef than 
Confcience ; it is the pure Effect of Refentment, 
Faction, ill Humour and Revenge: Thefe are 
alluredly the true and real Caufes of their Difafe 
fection, though other fpecious ones are given out 
to alarm and inflame the Multitude ; to this End 
Stories are daily invented, and with woaderful In- 
dultry propagated through the Nation, which 
though they are within a very few Days as certain- 
ly difproved as told ; yet fuch is the Impudence 
of thofe that forge them, and fo crcdulous are the 
common People, that thefe go on to lie, and they 
to belicve, without the Icaft Reflection how grofly 
they are impofed on; which encourages the Party 
to multiply their Fictions without any Manner of 
Regard to Probability 5 they find there is no Need 
in forging a Story, to confider what will feem 
moft probable, but what will appear moft fright. 
ful not what will look moft like Trath, but whar, 
if believed, will do mott Mitchief; and it is no 
Wonder the Faction fhould have fome Appearance 
of Numbers on their Side; Drink and Money will 
always carry the Refule of the People any Way, 
and they have louder Tongues, and can make 
more Noife than ten Times the Number of mo- 
deft, fober, induflrious, honeft Men, who are 
minding the Bufinefs of their Calling, and provi- 
ding: for their Iamilies, while the idle and beg- 
carly Part af the People fll the Streets, and croud 
the Places of Refort : To thefe, which form the 
main Body of their Party, we muft add all the 
Papifls in the Nation ; all who really mean the 
Pretender, 
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Pretender, of both which Sorts great Numbers 
have of late Years been thrown in upon us from 
Abroad 5 all who are obnoxious to the Govern- 
ment; all who are broken and ruined in their 
private Fortunes ; all, in fhort, who may get by 
a Change, but have nothing to lofe ; quict Times 
are the greateft Calamity to fuch Men ; their Bu- 
finefS lies in troubled Waters. That fuch Men 
therefore fhould lend their Voices to the Fa@ion, 
and appear in their Service, is no Wonder. The 
Wonder is, that honeft well-meaning Men; Men 
who wifh well to their Country, and are concerned 
for their Religion ; Men, who are eafy in their 
Fortunes 3 who rejoyce in the Fruits of their own 
Induftry, and have no other Views, but to make 
a comfortable Provifion for their Families; that 
fuch Men fhould be blindly drawn into Meafures, 
which, if they fucceed, muft end in the Ruin of 
every Thing that is dear to them: This could 
never be, if thofe who deceive them would throw 
off the Difguile, and appear what they really are : 
But that is not to be expected ; they know by long 
Experience, the rooted and inbred Zeal the Body 
of the Nation have for the Eftablifhed Church, 
and that nothing can excite their Fears and Paf- 
fions fooner than an Apprehenfion of its Danger : 
This therefore is the Mafter-Engine, which they 
play again{t the Government whenever they are 
out of Humour with it; this, for many Years, has 
been the Cry, and will {till be fo, if honcfter Men 
will not open their Eyes, and fee the Cheat that is 
perpetually put upon them by Men who mean no- 
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The Concern good People have for the Church, 
makes them hearken greedily to every Whifper 
that portends Danger to it, without confidering 
whether the Thing be at all credible, or the Cha- 
ractcr of him that tells ic : The Man’s Story is 
his Pals ; he puts on a Concern for the Church ; 
from thence they prefently conclude him a good 
Man, little fufpecting that this zealous Church- 
man is perhaps a fecret Papift, or a Prieft in Dit 
guife, many of whom, no doubt, infinuate them- 
felves into all populous and large Places ; a Non- 
Juror, or fome Retainer to St. Germans, the De- 
pendant of fome difgraced Courtier ; one who has 
Joft a Place, or cannot live without one; a Game- 
fter, a Debauchee, a Man who lives upon the Fol- 
lies of others, or is beggar’d by his own; fome 
fuch unreputable, vicious, difcontented, difobliged, 
undone, unhappy Creature, fome Jacobite or Pa- 
pift, or fom¢g mercenary Tool of theirs, is perhaps 
the fine Gentleman, the good Exglifbnan, the zea- 
Jous Churchman, to whom you liften with fo much 
Attention, while he tclls you with the greatett 
Appearance of Concern, with the ftrongeft Affa- 
rances of the Truth of what he fays, it may be 
with Oaths and Imprecations, Stories of the Dan- 
eer of the Church, which he knows have not a 
SyHable of Truth in them; Stories which himéfelf 
has forged to frighten you, or which have been 
tran{mitted frefh to him for that Purpofe by the 
Directors of the Faction. 

Ridiculous Credulity |! that any Men of toler- 
able Underftanding fhould fuffer the fame Cheat 
to be fo often put upon them! that, after fo many 
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Years Experience of the Falfity of fuch Reports, 
and having feen, in fo many Inftances, how fhame- 
fully the Name of the Church is proftituted to the 
vileft Purpofes, they fhould fill be under the fame 
Delufion, and believe the Church is in Danger, 
every Time any one has the Impudence to tell 
them fo. 

Let us learn to be wifer-at length; let us not 
any longer be fo eafy a Prey to thofe who «wi/p 
the Dangers they pretend to fear, and mean no 
‘thing lefs than the Ruin of thofe they would de- 
ceive, When you hear a Man full of the Danger 
of the Church, confider well his Character 5 con- 
fider what more Reafon there is for believing his 
Story, than the many you have heard before told 
with as much Appearance of Truth, but which 
Time has convinced you were abfolutely falfe 5 re- 
collect, if you know one Inftance, after fo much 
Noife, of any real Mifchief that has befallen the 
Church, or that has been attempted ; reflect calmly 
with yourfelves, how empty and fenfelefs the Pre- 
tences are, that have been made the Ground of 
thefe dreadful Apprehentions. 

Sometimes the Church is in Danger, becaufe the 
King, inftead of thofe Minifters, whom the Queen 
herfelf was beginning to remove juft as fhe died, 
~ makes Ufe of thofe who ferved her in that Part of 
her Reign, that will ever be remembred to her 
Honour, They are in Pain for the Church, good 
Men ! becaufe thefe Perfons are no longer at the 
Head of Affairs, who, if one may judge by their 
Birth, Education, and Alliances, or by their private 
Lives and Converfations, haye of all Men oe 
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the Ieaft Pretence to be good Churchmen, Some- 
times they are violently afraid the Liturgy will be 
taken away, and our Churches turned into Meet. 
ing-houfes, or Stables, becaufe the Wifdom of the 
Nation thinks fit to look into the Conduct of evil 
Minifters, which is the leat that in Juftice they 
can do, to expole a Management which has been 
fo fatal to their Country, in betraying firft the Al. 
les of the Nation, and then the Nation itfelf ; 
and in giving up, by an infamous Peace, all the 
Fruits of the meft Glorious and tuccefsful War. 
Sometimes they are in Agonies for the . poor 
Church, becaufe fuch and juch Men are not ad- 
vanced to the chief Stations in it; and this, 
though the Clergy, whom the Crown has prefer. 
red fince. the Revolution, are no Way inferior, 
either in Learning or Virtue, to thofe it has not, 
For what Men have defended the Church againtt 
both Papifts and Diffenters with a more Chriftian 
Temper, with greater Eloquence, or flronger Ar- 
sunients ; or who have adorned it more by their 
Piety, Humility, Charity, Sobriety and Indultry ? 
Can the Church be in Danger from fach Men, who 
are both able and willing to defend it, and in their 
private Lives are no Dileredit to it? But will noe 
thefe Men betray its Rights? Ie it not to be feared, 
that Epitcopacy will by fuch Men be funk into meer 


Presbytery ? Vain Fears! thee are imaginary Dan- 


gers raed by Men who make themfclves © the 
Church, and then it is impollible it fhould flourifh, 
till they are preferred to their Content. Let me 


add, that nothing lefs than all will content fome 


Men, 
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But to compleat their Fears for the Church, is 
not the King a Foreigner? Was he not bred a Lu- 
theran' 2?» What then can.the Church expect, but 
that the Diffenters fhould be encouraged, while fhe 
is neglected and difgraced ? What, but that the 
Fences by which the is fecured, ‘fhould be pulled 
down, and the Acts of Uniformity in a little Time 
totally repealed ? Is not, here great Caufe for 
Fears ? Is not this fafficient to juftify the moft un- 
cafy Apprehenfions in all true Lovers of the Church 2 
J anfwer, nothing lefs: Every Child knows, that 
the Proteftants upon, the Continent are divided in- 
to Lutherans and Calviniffs.; one or ‘other every 
Proteftant Prince. among them mutt. be.: To pre- 
tend therefore, that the Church cannot be fafe un- 
der the King’s Government on that. Account, 
though he fhews not.the leaft Diflike.to’ the Eftab- 
lifhed Church, and in all Things conforms to it; 
this isin plain Engdj/h ta fay, they will not be fa- 
ved at all; it is to deliver up the Church. bound 
Hand and Foot to Popery. Whatever Extremity 
a Popith Prince may reduce the Nation.to, no Fo- 
reign Power mult relieve us, it will not confilt with 
the Safety of the Church'; though the Church as 
well as,Scate is fure to perifh, unlefs it. be relieved. 
The Papifts fee whither this Objection leads, and 
therefore help on with all their Might the Cry of 
the Danger the Church is in on this Account. They 
fee itis in Effect an open Declaration for Popery, 
and that they have a fure Game, if the Nation can 
be thus infatuated ; and the Nonjurors act the fame 
Part for the like Reafons. One thinks this will 
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his Catholick Nonjuring Church : for fuch a | 
Church it feems there is ; and this fome perjured } 
Wretches, who have fuffered for the late Rebellion, § 
tell us, is the only true Church, Unhappy Eng. } 
dand ! Ys thy Church reduced to this ? Are a hand. | 


ful of angry Men, who have feparated from thie 
Church, the Church ? And are ¥e the Schifma 


ticks? Confider, my Brethren, how thefe Men } 
treat you, whofe Notions many of us are fo fond | 
of; you are Rebels and Schifmaticks, you have no § 


King, no Church, if you will believe them, Thefe 


are the Men to whom we owe our Church-Divifi. } 
Ons; itis from them and their Friends the Cry of 


its Danger came; from them the novcl Notions, 
that have been ftarted in Oppofition to the Princi- 
ples of the Reformation, in order to take off the 
National Averfion to Popery, and fo prepare the 
Way, to reconcile you firft to a Popifh King, and 
then to his Religion ;. for that muft be the Confe- 
quence, whether they defign it fhould,:or no. It 
is the whole Bufinefs of thefe angry Men to raife 
Jealoufies and fow Divifions, and cry out Danger, 
when there is none, but to themfelves and their 
Jeditious Conventicles. I fay, Angry Men, to ex- 
cept fuch of the Nonjurors who have fhewn a bet- 
ter ‘Temper, and more Chriftian Spirit than the 
eit. 

But to return to the Objection, the King’s has 
ving been bred a Lutheran, is fo far from portend- 
ing Danger to the Church, or favour to the Dif. 
{enters to its Prejudice, that it is quite otherwife : 
For our Diffenters are Calvinifts 5 but it is well 
known that the Difference between the Lutherans 
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and Calvinists is much greater than that between 
the Calvinifis and us; they therefore that are then 
beft pleafed, when Things appear leaft favourable 
to Diffenters, may hope to fee them more difcoun- 
tenanced by the King’s having been bred in the 
Communion of the Lutherans, than if he had al- 
ways been a Member of our own, 
So groundlefs is the Noife that is made of the 
Danger. of the Church, fo malicious the Defign in 
rufing it, fo weak and foolifh the Belief of it} 
But I cannot difmifs it without obferving to you 
two Things, that I think may with great Certain- 
ty be concluded from it, Firf, It is a fure Sien 
the State is not in: Danger, that the Publick Affairs 
g9 well, and that there is no Male Adminiftration 
in the Civil Government to be complained of : For 
I have long obferved, that the Danger of thé 
Church has increafed in Proportion ‘to the Safety 
of the State ; and that on the ‘contrary, it has 
then been freeft from Danger when the Publick 
Affairs have had the worlt Afpect. The Church 
was never fo fafe in all King /Vilkam’s Reign, as 
when the Monarchy of Spaim was betrayed to 
France, and there appeared a Difpofition in the 
Government to be. paflive under it.;..The Cry of 
Danger revived in the Queen’s ‘Time, upon the 
Check given to the Power of France by the total 
Defeat of their Army at Alcnbeim , it was then faid 
that two or three fuch Victories would ruin the 
Church ; accordingly it was brought into the ut- 
moft Danger by the great Victory at Ramellies : 
As the other faved the Empire, fo this recovered 
at once almoft all JVenders, and gave our Pro- 
. teftant 
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teftant Allies Hopes of a good Barrier ; but next 
Year the Church recovered a little upon a Misfor- 
tune in Spain; and in a fhort Time after, the 
Fears for it were much leflened by. the hopeful 
Profpect there was of a Change of Hands, which 
would have put then, as it did afterwards, an ef- 
fectual Stop the to Danger France was in, of being 
obliged to jubmiut to a good Peace, and to abandon 
in Earneft the Caufe of the Pretender. But the 
Pufh for a Change at that Time did not fucceed, 
sand with it mifcarried the defigned Invafion ; up- 
on which the Dangers of the Church returned 
upon her, and were confiderably increafed by the 
unexpected Victory of Oudenarde ; where the Britifh 
Troops had the Pleafure to fee his Royal High- 
nefs the Prince of Wales diftinguith himfelf, at 
his firft Setting out in the Race of Glory, with the 
ereateft Gallantry, and in a Manner that gained hint 
the Efteem of the whole Army. Under this dan- 
gerous Series of Succefs, all the Hopes of the 
Church’s Safety lay in the fecret Attempts that 
were {till continucd for a Change of Hands, other- 
wife it mutt guite have funk under the famous 
Treaty of Barrier and Succeffion. At laft the long 
expected Change came, new Minilters were em- 
ployed, which foon produced new Meafures ; the 
Progrefs of our Arms was ftopped, France courted} 
our Allies betrayed, the Fruits of all our Succefles 
given up by an inglorious Peace, the Nation 
left naked and expofed to France and the Preten- 
der, and the Church faved ; and in this fafe Con- 
dition it continued till the King’s Acceffion, from 


which Moment.it was eafy to forefee the Cry of 


its 
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its Danger would be revived; and one Rebellion 
to fave it being happily extinguifhed, it will infal- 
libly be continued, til Things are ripe for ano- 
ther. From hence, I think,’it may juftly be con- 
cluded, that when the Cry of the Danger of the 
Church is loudeft, the State is then aaah out of 
Danger. 

In the next Place I would obferve, That from 
this Cry of Danger an honeft Man may very rea~ 
fonably conclude the Church is not in Danggge’ 
For why is it made, but that they know that the 
Generality even of the common People, in their 
‘Zeal for the Church, are fo ready to take the 
Alarm ? but, if the loweft of the People are fo ea- 
fily fired againft Diffenters, what has the Church 
to fear from them ? What is it they can do, when 
that Part of the Nation is in general fo averfe to 
them, in which it 1s confeffed the Strength they 
have chiefly les? If the Diffenters have fo little 
Interett even in the common People, the Church 
can be in no Danger from them, which is what 
the Cry of its Danger would infinuate; and there- 
tore from this it may be very reafonably concluded, 
itis not in Danger. Let us then no longer be de- 
luded by this groundlefs Outcry, by which fo much 
Miilchief is defigned, and which cannot be really 
believed without Imputation of great Weaknets. 
Let us have that Regard to the King’s Honour, as 
to be perfuaded he truly means the Defence and 
Protection of the Church, and that he ts always 
difpofed to favour good Churchmcen, as long as 
they act like good Subjccts ; and if they do not, 
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the Church owns them not, either for her Patrons, § 


or her Sons, 


Let me, for a Conclufion of this Subject, ex- § 
hort thofe among us, who are well aftuéted to the & 


King and the Proteftant Succeffion, to thew their 
Thanktulnefs to God for bringing his Majetty to 
the Throne, by a faithful Dicharge of their Daty 
in their feveral Stations, and doing every Thing 
they can to ftrenethen the Hands of the Govern. 


ment, and to dilappoint all Defigns formed againtt a 


it; and to that End to mark thofe Men who 
make it their Bufinefs to fpread falfe Stories, and 


difperfe feditious Libels ; who do all they can to i 


alienate the Afections of the King’s good Sub. 
jects, by virulent and fcandalous Reflections on his 
Perfon, Family, Government 5 or by malicious 


and falfe Suggeftions of Injuries and Hardfhips § 


defigned againft the Church and Clergy 5 or who 

by any other indirect Methods and vile Infinuati- 

ons, endeavour to raile groundlefS Fears and Jea. 
Sd) 


loufies, to inflame the Multitude, and widen our 


D.vifions, which are come to that Height, as 
to threaten nothing lefs than the Ruin both of 
Church and Nation, 1f fome Stop be not put by 
the Care and Prudence of thofe who with well to 
them. : 

As for thofe who are out of Humour with the 
Government, they would do well to confider whe. 
ee an undutiful Behaviour to the King, and ca- 
balling with his profelfed Enemies, can be recons 
‘ciled with their avowed Principles of Obedience, 


with their folemn Oaths to be faithful and true to ‘i 


"him, and with the Promity they have made to di 
fli 
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fit and defend bim to the utinot of their Power, 
and to difclofe all Confpiracies and Attempts they foall 
know of, againft bis Perfon and Government, They 
know a Diiaffection to the Proteftant Succeffion is 
what their Adverfaries have always reproached them 
with, and cannot but be fenfible, that every In- 
ftance in which they fhew a Want of Duty, is a 
Confirmation of this Charge, which yet they have 
conftantly denied, and complained of, as a ground- 
lefs and unjuft Calumny. Let them alter their 
Behaviour, and fhew as much Zeal and Affection 
to the King’s Service, as his other Subjects, and 
then they may have Reafon to be out of Humour, 
if they have not their Share in his Favour, 

But for thofe, whom Principles and Promifes 
and Oaths cannot reclaim to their Duty, let them 
confider the Danger and extream, Folly of entring 
into a Defign againft a Settlement, upon which 
the Prefervation of our Religion and Liberty de- 
pends, Nothing can be greater Madnefs than to 
engage in Attempts in which a Man is morally 
fure:to be ruined, whether he fucceed or not. It 
is great Odds a Man will not fucceed, who in Be- 
half of a fingle Life, unfupported by Brothers or 
Sifters, Sons or Daughters, and detlitute of every 
Thing that is King-like but the Name, draws his 
Sword againft a Prince guarded by a numerous 
Family, defended by a moft dutiful and loyal Par- 
liament, ftrenethned by powerful Alliances, and 
Matter of all che neceffary Means to maintain the 
high Station God has called him to 5 but if he 
fhould fucceed, what better can he hope for, than 
to fee endlefs Mifery entailed on the Nation, un- 
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der the moft deteftable of Superftitions, and the } 
worft of Governments, Popery, and Arbitrary f 
Power? This is the Cafe of every Proteftant that # 
rebels againft the prefent Government; he for. } 
feits his Life, if he does not fucceed, which is | 
moft probable; and it he does, he lofes every f 
Thing that it is worth living for: How valuable i 
Britifh Government in the Hands of a merciful | 
Prince ought to be to them, fuch Men may learn | 
from the gentle Fate of many of their Friends, j 
F | 


4 


who, had they lived in an Arbitrary Government, 
and under a lefs merciful. Prince, would long | 
fince have received the yuft Reward of their Rebel- 
lion, and fewer would have efcaped the publick | 
Jouftice than with us have fuffered by it. 
But to leave thofe defperate Men, if we could | 
even in this our Day be wife, and fee the Things } 
that belong to our Peace, all who mean well to | 
their Country, all the Friends of Monarchy and 
the Church, would lay afide their Party Animof. 
ties, and not let it be longer in the Power of 
our Enemies to divide us, as they have done ; we 
fhould learn to value the Happinefs of our prefent 
Settlement from the Fiercenefs of the Oppofition 
made to it, and be convinced that that Eftablihh- 
ment is moft for the Good of England, which the | 
Enemies of England are moft induftrious to dif. | 
turb; we fhauld fee, that the Caufe of the Pre. § 
tender, is the Caufe of Popery itfelf; and that the | 
Struggle is not, whether this or that Party fhall be 
uppermolt, or whether this or that Perfon fhal! rule | 
over us; but whether the Religion and Liberty of % 
Engljfbmen fhall be for ever fettled on a firm and 
folid 
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folid Foundation, or for ever be deftroyed. On 
our Part this is the laft Sctrugele, there is no other 
Power can fave us, if the prefent Settlement be 
not maintained, but not fo with our Enemies 5 
they have Popifh Princes, without End, to impofe 
upon the Nation, whencver their Confpiracies 
againtt the Proteftant Succeffion can fucceed. 
That therefore which unites the Papal Intereft 
againft this Succeffion, ought much more to unite 
Proteftants in its Defence, fince our Happinefs 
moft evidently depends upon the Prefervation of 
our Conftitution, and that can no Way be prefer- 
ved but by our faithful Adherence to the King 
who now fills the Throne, and maintains it with 
fo much Giory and Succefs. It never was more 
the Intereft of Eneglifhmen and Protettants to fhew 
themfelves good Subjcéts than at this Junéture. 
Let us then, not only join heartily in the Duty 
of this Day, in united Thanks to God for bring- 
ing his Majefty peaceably to the Throne, and for 
fixing him in it by fo fpeedy a Suppreffion of the 
late unnatural Rebellion, and in fervent Prayers 
for the Prefervation of his Perfon, and the Eftab- 
lifhment of his Government; but let us act with 
Fidelity and Zeal fuitably to fuch Thanks and 
Prayers, to render his Reign eafy to himfelf, and 
his Cares fuccefsful for the Welfare of his Peo- 
ple. 

If we are not wanting ourfelves to fo good a 
Caufe, we may reafonably hope for the Blefling 
of God on our Endeavours in Defence of it; that 
he will confound the Devices of our Adverfaries, 


and delight to do us Good 5 that he will preferve 
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and protect the King, and cloth his Enemies with 
Shame 3 and, in Mercy to us, hear our Prayers, 
that the Crown may flourifh on the Head of him, 
and his Pofterity, and that Peace may be in our 
Lfrael in his Days, and in the Days of his Son, 
and of his Son’s Son, and to a thoufand Gencra- 
tions. Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, 
cae, 
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Church. Authority Vindicated : 
IN A 


SERMON 


Preached at Putney, May 5. 1719. At 
a Vifitation of the Peculiars of the 
moft Reverend the Lord Archbifhop 
of Canterbury, before the Right 
Worthipful Dr. Bettefworth, Dean of 
the Arches, and Commiflary of thofe 
Peculiars. 

To which is added, 


A Postscript, occafioned by the Right Re- 
verend the Lord Bifhop of Bangor’s An{wer. 


Ehemeve R: wish AsCe ly, 
4 O meddle in a Controverfy that bas been fo 
long on Foot, and after fo many able Pens, 
wants an Excufe fo much, that I cannot 
let this Sermon go Abroad without affu- 
ring the Reader, that it 1s very much againft my own 
Inclination, and purely in Compliance with the Impor- 
tunity of thofe that heard it, who defired it might be 
printed, in a Manner not to be denied. 
They who confider this as a Vifitation-Sermon, and 
H 4 know 
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know the Author, will not wonder either at the Choice 
of the Subject, or the Side I have taken in it: For 
though I fhall ever be an Enemy to Perfecution, and 
cannot think it equitable in the Governors of the 
Church to take the utinoft Advantage of fevere Laws 
agains innocent well-meaning People, while they con- 
tinue fuch ; much lefs to call in the fecular Arm, to 
opprefs and crujh under its Weight vertuous and learn 
ed Men, for the Miftakes their difinterefted Purfuits 
of Truth and Knowledge may bappen to lead them in- 
to: Though Iam very free to own myfelf to be in 
thefe Sentiments, in which I would hope to have the 
Senfe of all wife and good Men with me 3 yet I can 
by no Means come into the Notions of thofe Gentle- 
men, who declare againft all Authority in the Church, 
and all Eftablifbments of Religion by the State, which 
they would make the World believe, are utterly in- 
confiftent with right Reajoit, juft Liberty and true Re- 
ligion, contrary to the Wili of Chrift, and deftructive 
of the T'aith and Doéirine taught by him, But to me 
the Reverfe of all this feems to be the Truth ; That 
Authority and Government, whether in Church or 
State, in Matters of Religion, are abfolutely neceffary 
to preferve Peace and Order, to keep Liberty from de- 
generating into Licentioufnefs, to protec? the Church 
and the Truths taught in it from its Enemies of ail 
Kinds, whether fecret or profeffed 5 and perfectly agree- 
able to the Will of God, who expefis and requires it 
at the Hands of his Vicegerents, that toey foould 
protect true Religion, and be Nurfing-Fathers to the 
Church, 
eT alfert, that Eftablifhments in general are un- 
righteous and unreafonable, 15, in my bumble Opinion, 
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fo wild a Notion, that the more I think of it, the 
more difficult it 1s to reconcile it in any View to good 
Senfe 5 1t feems not only to proceed from a total Igno- 
rance of human Nature, and to contradict the Senfe 
of Mankind in all Ages, but to reflect infinite Dif- 
honour upon God himfelf, as the Author and Inftitutor 
of the Jewith Government : And as to our own Eftab- 
hifoment in particular, it is fo far from weakening 
the Proteftant Religion, as oppofed to Popery, that it 
is, I think, evident to a Demonftration, that it is the 
great Support and Prefervation of it, which, unlefs 
it had the Gift of Miracles, without an Eftablifh- 
ment, could no more defend itfelf againft the united 
Strength and Zeal of Popery, than a difconcerted Rab- 
ble could stand againft a well difciplined Army. 

But in this Difcourfe the Reader has my Thoughts 
only as to the Power and Authority of the Ministers 
and Governors of the Church, and that as it appears 
upon the Face of Scripture, without any Regard to 
modern Syftem ; in which, I hope, I have advanced 
nothing but what will be found to be «well grounded, 
and then it will not fail of the Approbation of come 
petent and equitable Fudges , and for the reft I am in 
no Pain. But whether my Thoughts on this Subject 
are right or not, I cannot fet them in a fuller 
Light than I have, and therefore fhall leave them to 
take their Fate ; with this Satisfa&ion, that I have 
faid nothing to ferve a Turn, but bave afferted through- 
out, what appeared to me to be true, whether it were 
neceffary for the Caufe I maintain or not , which, as 
to one Point, the Invifibility of the Church, will be 
acknowledged by all who have read what the ingenious 
Autbor of the Vifible and Invifible Church bas writ- 
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ten upon that Subject; who, in Compliance with our 
Adverfaries, bas very ufefully confidered the Church 
as an Invifible Society, and to fo good Purpofe, that 
be has quite difarmed them of all the Advantage they 
could hope to make of it, and fhewn at large that it 
can do them no Service. 

Thofe who may not like the Matter of this Dif- 
courfe, will, I hope, find little in the Manner of it to 
offend them , for though I cannot but own myfelf filled 
with Indignation and Aftonifhment at the loofe Prin- 
ciples of fome Writers, the extravagant Liberties they 
have taken in Defence of them, their Perverfion of 
Scripture, their Contempt of Antiquity, and their rude 
Treatment of our Conftitution; Ihave fuppreffed thofe 
Refentments all I could, and confined inyfelf to the 
Argument, that I might not offend where I cannot 
pleafe ; which, in all Difpures, is the firft Step towards 
convincing thofe who differ from us. 

L make no Excufe for the Length of this Difcourfe 
to thofe who did not bear it, who may read as little 
of it at a Time as they pleafe ; for which Reafon I 
have taken the Liberty to make it a little longer than 
it was, by the Infertion of a few Lines in two or 
three Places, and the Addition of a few Notes, which 
to the lefs learned I thought might be of Ufe. 
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Hesrews lie xvi 


Obey them that have the Rule over yott, 
and fubmit yourfelves. 


SHE Scripture, confidered asa 
9%, Rule and Judge of Controver- 
Woe fy, though appealed to by all 
aa Sides, is rarely fubmitted to by 
any with that Impartiality and 
re Oi Nex Deference of Judgmene that is 

KES due to it, and which they ex- 
pect fhould be paid it by their Adverfaries. They 
go to the Scripture not to learn from thence, what 
or whofe Opinions are trueft, but how they may 
beft defend their own. If all Sides were not more 
or lefs guilty of this, it is impoffible the Chriftian 
World, the Reformed Parts of it at leaft, could 
fo long continue divided upon fo many Points, as 
we fee and lament they do, 

But what is more itrange, this Rule has been 
by none lefs followed, or more perverted, than by 
thofe who pretend moft to a ftrict and clofe Ad- 
herence to it; fo clofe, that all other Rules and 
Guides, living or dead, ancient or modern, Fa- 
thers and Councils, even the primitive and earlieft 
Writers of the Church, are not only neglected by 
them, and treated with Contempt, as perfectly 
ufelefs and infignificant 5; but thofe who prefume 
to fpeak in their Favour, or to make Ufe of their 
Authority, 
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Authority, are feverely cenfured, as forgetting 
their Duty to the Scripture, and derogating from 
its Authority in Proportion to the Regard they ex- 
prefs for any of them, though not in O5pofition 
to the Sacred Writings, but in Subordination and 
in Aid of them, 

Such is fome Mens Zeal for Scripture, and yet 
none appear to be lefs governed by it in the Opi- 
nions they choofe to be diftinguifhed by. The 
Socinians, in their Method of Controverfy, are a 
flagrant Inftance of this ; who cannot be thought 
to have thrown off all Regard to all other Rules 

and Guides, purely out of Submiffion and De- 
ference to the Scriptures, but becaufe they knew 
they were all fo many Witneffes againft them; 
and that when the Scriptures ftood alone, unfup- 
ported by the Evidence that all Ages of the 
Church, from the very Beginning, have given to 
them, it was the eafier to difpute their Mean- 
ing, and to wreft them to their own Senfe. The 
Authority of the Scriptures feems to have been 
cried up by thefe Men with no other View, but 
that by ftanding alone, the Senfe of them might 
the more effectually be undermined. This, at leat, 
in fact, has proved the Cafe, whatever were their 
Intention, 

But, for an Inftance, how little Men are fome- 
times guided by Scripture, who are loudeft for a 
{trict Adherence to it, and affect to take it as it 
were into their peculiar Patronage, as its only 
Friends, we need go no farther than to the Dif- 
putes that have been of late, and are ftil] agita- 
ced with fo much Heat concerning Church-Au- 

thority 5 
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thority ; which, though it have the Praétice of the 
Univerfal Church in all Times on its Side, has 
been oppofed with that Affurance on one Hand, 
and with that profeffed Regard to the Scriptures 
on the other, that one would think there could 
not be found in them the Jeaft Footfteps of any 
Thing in Favour of its; much lefs fuch exprefs 
and plain Words as thole I have now read to you, 
Obey them that have the Rule over you, and fubmit 
yourselves: Words which fo fully contain the Re- 
lation of Superiors and Inferiors, and fo ftrongly 
command the Submiffion of one to the other, that 
did not the Circumitances of the Place fhew the 
contrary, they might well be thought to be meant 
of the Obedience due to the Civil Powers ; a Duty 
frequently commanded in Scripture, but no where 
in Terms more fignificant ; for O¢ iyép4vos, either 
by itfelf, or as. it is put no lefs than three Times 
in this Chapter with a Genitive after it, does moft 
properly fignify Governors, or thofe that have the 
Rule over us, It is indeed in two of the Places 
rendered in the Margin by Guide, and being Guides, 
to exprefs either the Nature of the Rule here meant, 
or to difclaim more effectually the ufurped Powers 
of the Church of Rome, which of Right belong, 
folely to our Civil Governors : But whatever be the 
Difference between Ecclefiaftical and Civil Power, 
nothing can be inferred to the Diminution of the 
former from this Term, which is often ufed by 
the beft Writers, to exprefs Governors, and thofe 
not of the inferior Sort, but fuch in whom the 
fupreme Authority is lodged. And that it is ta- 
ken in as large a Senfe in Scripture, we have 

many 
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many Inftances in the Old Zeflament ; where the 
Tranflators have ufed it to exprefs Rulers of all 
Kinds, Kings, Princes, Judges, and Captains ; as 
well as Heads of Tribes, Courfes, and Houfes. 
And as the Style of the Apocryphal Books is of 
good Ufe for the Underftanding that of the New 
Teftament, it may. not be improper to take Notice, 
that there alfo the Word frequently occurs in the 
Senfe of a Governor ; and that in the [WVifdom of 
the Son of Sirach, we have not only spéedvor aa, 
but nyéwlvor cuxanoiag, XXXL. 18, Hear me, O ye 
great Men of the People, and hearken ye Rulers of 
the Congregation, But what is moft to our Pur- 
pofe to oblerve is, that the fame Word is ufed by 
our Saviour himfelf to his Difciples, Luke xxii. 26, 
where, fhewing the Difference he would have be- 
aween them and Civil Governors, he fays, But ye 
foall not be fo.: But be that is greate/t among you, let 
him be as. the younger 5 and he that is chief, as he 
that doth ferve. Kat ¢ iptgluG@, ds 6 Daxevedy. where 
the Oppofitign plainly fhews, that 6 si, ¢v@ is he 

that rules, and has the chicf Authority, | 
Nothing therefore can be drawn to the Dero- 
gation of Church-Power or Authority, from the 
Apoftle’s making Ule of this Term to exprefs Su- 
periors in the Church, rather than any other. But 
if a Doubt could be made. of.the Senfe of the 
Word taken by itfelf, the other Words it is joined 
with, put the Meaning of it here paft Difpute : 
Obey them and fubmit yourfelves to them, To them 
indeed is not exprefied, but is neceffarily under- 
ftood from the former Part of the Sentence, Odey 
them, and fubinit yourfelves: Vo whom? No doubt, 
to 
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tothem. But to obey and fubmit ourfelves to 
others as Mattcr of Duty, mutt be allowed to fup- 
pofe thofe others to be our Superiors, and to have 
aRight to our Obedience. Otherwife the Apoftle’s 
Precept would come to this, “ I require you to 
‘“‘ obey thofe to whom you owe no Obedience, 
* and to fubmit to thof to whom no Submiffion 
* is due 3 whom I call indeed your Rulers, though 
** they have no Authority to rule over yous; and 
“your Guides, though you are perfectly at Li- 
“* berty whether you will follow them or not ; and 
“ have as good a Right to lead them, as to be 
“ Jed by them. The Direction and Authority 
“‘ they claim, is mere Ufurpation, without any 
“ Foundation in the Word of God, or the Infti- 
“ tution of Chrift; yet fuch Rulers, fuch Guides 
“ Trequire you to obey, and fubmit yourfelves to.” 
At this Rate muft Men make .an infpired Writer 
‘talk, if they will not allow Perfons to whom Obe- 
dience is here required, to be properly Governors, 
invefted with a real Authority from Chrift to rule 
his Church. 

For the Word we render obey, is very juftly fo 
rendered, as appears by the Ufe of it in feveral other 
Places. Thus it is ufed twice together, 47s v. 36, 
37. Before thofe Days rofe up Theudas to whom 
a Number of Men, about four bundred, joined them- 
felves : Who was flain, and all, as many as obeyed 
him, were feattered, and brotght to naught, mivrs 
dnt torehSovm ‘aro. After this Man rofe up Fu- 
das, be alfo perifved, and all, even as many as 
obeyed him, tre Sour aun, were difperfed, Will it 
be faid, that évefSeym, in thofe Places, does not 

properly 
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properly fignify obeyed, but fuffered themfelves to} 
be perfuaded by them ? Let us hear St. Yames iii, § 
3. Bebold, we put Bits in the Horfes Mouths ; ftrong § 


Bits, not perfuafive Arguments ; But to what End? oe 


That they may obey us. weiss 78 real WN adres iuiv. Nor : 
is any Thing more common than this Senfe of the § | 
Word in other Writers, and ftill lefs Room is} | 
there, if poffible, to difpute the Meaning of the } 


other Word vwelxe7z, which can fignify nothing | 


but to fubmit or yield Obedience to another ; but # 


Submiffion and Obedience on one Side, neceffari- 
ly fuppofe Power and Authority on the other, } | 
This Text then is a full Declaration of Order and } 
Government in the Church; and it is the Right | | 
of fome, commiffioned thereto, to rule, govern, q 
_and direct ; and the Duty of others to be ruled, § ; 
. governed, and direéted ; that is, to pay Obedience § 
and Submiffion to them; for that thefe Words § | 
relate to Church-Rulers and Guides, and the Sub- E q 
miffion due to them, is too evident to be denied § 


from the Defcription given of them in the Words 


following, for they watch for your Souls 5 which is i 


the proper Character of Paftors, whofe immediate a 
Bufinefs it is to take Care of the fpiritual Welfare § 
of thofe committed to them. If any who diflike 


a Term fo expreffive of Submiffion as waetxen, 
-fhall pretend, that becaufe it is no where elfe found 


in the Scriptures either of the Old or New Te/tament, 
it ought to be fufpeéted to be a Miftake of the 


-Copift, and that probably the true Reading 1s 


Umuxgere 3 I anfwer, that though that be not im- 
probable as a Conjecture, yet it has no Copy to 
fupport it; and if it had, would do them no Ser- 
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vice : Since no Term is fo often ufed in Scripture 
to exprefs Obedience, as vaexéev 3 the Examples 
are fo many as to make it needlefs to mention 
any. 
. But the Point Iam now maintaining, the Au- 
thority of Church-Governors, depends not on a 
fingle Text, as indeed I think no Point of any 
Confequence can be fuppofed to do; it has the 
whole T’enour and Language of the Scriptures on 
its Side. All the Words implying Obedience are 
made ufe of to exprefs the Duty of the People to 
their Spiritual Governors: wei3e8% we have here 
inthe Texts .vaexéew, which St. Paul frequently 
ufes to exprefs Obedience to the Faith, to the Gof- 
pel, to the Truth, 1s alfo made ufe of by him to 
fignify the Obedience due to himfelf, as a Minifter 
of that Gofpel, a Teacher of that Faith and 
Truth: Thus, Phil. 1. 12. Wherefore my beloved, 
as ye have always obeyed, ya%ds mivere vanntoure, 
not as in my Prefence only, but now much more in 
my Abfence. And 2 Theff. ii, 14. If any Man obey 
not.our Word by this Epifile, ty’ vaanser 1 rbyoe 
ivf, note that Man. Another Word expreffing 
Subjection is vaeniqeex 5 and this both St, Peter 
and St. Paul ufe to exprefs the Subject’s Duty to 
the Civil Magiftrate, Rom, xiu. 1. and 1 Pet, i. 
13, And the fame Apoftles have made Choice of 
the fame Word in their Injun&tions to the Brethren 
to obey the Minifters of the Gofpel, 1 Cor, xvi. 
16, and 1 Pet. v. 5. There is indeed one other 
Word to fignify Obedience once ufed by St. Pan/, 
Tit. ili, 1, and that is seSepxety 3 which, if it be 
not applied to the Submiffion due to Church Go. 
WV, Orlaith J vernors, 
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vernors, fo neither could it in the full Import of it; 
it being a compound Word, which not only de- 
notes Obedience, but the Object alfo to which it 
is due, the Civil Powers; for they are always 
meant by epyat and denovms in the New Tella 
ment, unlefs when {peaking of the invifible Pow. 
ers of the other World. After Words fo filly 


exprefling Obedience, it is fcarce worth obferving’ | 


to you the Refpect the People are fuppofed to have 
for thofe who have this Rule over them ; that they 
are required cypus ?xev, to have them in Honour as 
dear tothem, Phil. 1, 29. and iycide vonp enmeat 
dja wy, Loefteem them very bighlyin Love, 1 Theff. v. 13, 
And as the Peoples Duty to their Teachers 
and Spiritual Governors is thus fignified by a Vari- 
ety of Terms moft exprefflive of Obedience ; fo 
are thofe to whom this Obedience 1s due, called 
by Names that plainly and undeniably carry in 
them Power and Authority ; fuch as sipéeivor, aeses 
SwTes, meotsieuor, peal recor, ADMoxgror, mouloss, tata 
xonor 3 the three laft of which are applied alfo to 
our Saviour; and two of them by himfelf. And 
when they act in Purfuance of their Office, they 
are faid ASM cuey, muyaivey, ohoxcwey, AaTaneN, ra- 
exyysmrev, Words all implying Authority and Go. 
vernment; but moft of them Care and Diligence 
and Labour alfo on the Part of thofe entrufted 
with it, The Apoftles indeed do often, or rather 
generally ufe a Word that does not ftrictly carry 
any Power in it, and that is seepxanrev, to befeech, 
exhort or advife. But this muft be confidered, as 
exprefling the Greatnefs of their Modetty, and the 
Gentlenefg of their Conduét, not the {mall mr 
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their Authority 5 which is not the lef in itfelf, ot 
the lefs effectual for being exerted in foft and gen- 
tle Words, When there was Occafion, they knew 
how to change their Style, and fpeak in: other 
Terms; they fhew they have a Right, tryed, 
Ihoy en WroTeUes, Erleyrery UD melons emrmyns, veSeleiv, 
Sharia, ron arorsuos, mode, darDoedev, un oa- 
Jyiwev Which laft Expreffion: amounts to the 
moft authoritative Prohibition, And St. Paul 
more than once fpeaks of the d&sia or Power 
Chrift had given him, of his coming with a Rod, 
of his defigning Subfiiow  mauinu ont maz, of his 
having in Readinels txDxiinu mivcay gaegxoiiv, to re- 
venge every Difobedience. This Language St. 
Paul ules, not only in Support of his own Autho- 
rity, but in his Inftructions to Timothy and Titus, 
whom he had fet over the Churches of Epbe/us and 
Crete. 

Nay farther, St. Paw) exprefly afferts to the 
Church a Power to judge its Members, and re- 
proves the Corinthians for not having done it in 
the Cafe of the inceftuous Perfon, 1 Cor.v. This 
indeed is ftrongly denied by the Oppofers of 
Church-Authority ; they tell us nothing here is 
meant, but what every private Man has a Right to 
do, nay cannot but do, take Notice of the Beha- 
viour of a diforderly Brother, and judge him to 
be what he is. But what can be more trifling 
than fuch an Explication, or more contrary to St. 
Pauls Meaning ? He tells the Corinthians, that 
when he wrote to them, wot to keep Company with 
Fornicators, he did not mean the Fornicators of 
the World, but thofe among the Brethren that 
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were fo: That this was his Meaning ; for that 
he had nothing to do to judge them that were 
without the Church ; thofe he leaves to the Judg- 
ment of God; but for thofe who were within, it 
was his and their Bufinefs to judge them,,. and to 
put away the Wicked from among them. (a) For 
what have I to do, lays hc, to judge them alfo that 
are without ? Do not ye judge them that are within? 
but them that are without, God judgeth. Therefore 
put away from among yourfelves that wicked Perfon, 
1 Cor. v. 12, 13. By judging, here, is meant fuch 
an Authoritative Act, as they had no Right to ex- 
ercife over thofe who were without the Church; 
and as for thofe that were within, it had in the 
Jatt Refort fo real an Effect, as to excommunicate 
and put out from, among them, the Perfons who 
deferved to be fo judged. And this was the high- 
eft Act of Authority Governors could exert, who had 
not the Power of the Sword, nor any Share in the 
Civil Judicature : : Their Cenfures could go no far- 
ther, otherwife than as God was pleafed to fecond 
the juft Cenfures of his Church, and the Prayers 
‘with which they were accompanied, with Judg- 
ments from himilelf 3, which feems indeed ordina- 
rily to have followed in a very vifible and fenfible 


Manner, - § 


(2) If this Paffage were pointed in the Original, as I cannot 
but think it fhould, and, as it appears by Theophyla# it was in 
{ome Copies, it fhould be tranflated thus : For what 2? Have | 
any Thing to do to judve them alfo that are without ? No, Fudve 
ye them that are avithin, them that are without, God judoeth, (or 
will judge, for there are many Authorities for xpwis) and take 


aay the wicked one from among yott. 
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Manner, upon delivering an Offender to Satan in 
the firft Ages. For as to the Expreffion itfelf, I 
fee not but that it may properly be pronounced 
upon any Perfon defervedly cut off from the Body 
of Chrift; he is no longer under the Guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, and the inftituted Means of Grace, 
but is delivered over to the Evil one, to fuffer the 
Punifhment due to his Sins, in fuch Degree and 
Manner as God fhall think fic. 
Nobody can think any of thefe Expreffions car-\ 
ry the Authority of the Church too high, or 
that the Apoftles claimed either for themfelves or 
thofe fent by them, greater Powers than belonged 
to them, who conficers either their fingular Hu- 
mility and Piety, or the Commiffion our Saviour 
gave them in the Power of the Keys, the Power 
of binding and loofing, and the Power of remitting 
and retaining Sins. ‘The Difputes about the pre- 
cifé Meaning of thefe Commiffions are fo, many, 
that I cannot pretend at prefent fo much as to enu- 
merate them, I fhall only obferve, that the Power 
of the Keys, if we will allow the Scripture to be. 
the beft Interpreter of its own Language, cannot 
but be fuppofed to imply a very great Commiffion 
~and Authority ; fince in Jjazab xxi. 22. we find 
a Promife from God to make Elakim firft Minif- 
cer under King Hezekiah, thus exprefled, I will 
commit the Government into his Hand, aud be fhall 
be a Father to the Houfe of fudabs and the Key of 
the Houfe of David wll I kay upon bis Shoulder : 
So be foall open and none fhall fout, and he foall 
fout and none foall open. And in Allufion, no 
doubt, to this Paflage, the Power with which 
ie Chrift 
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Chrift upon his Refurrection was invefted. by the 
Father, 1s defcribed under the fame Image, Apoe, 
il. 7. Thefe Things faith he that is holy, be that is 
true, be that bath the KEY OF DAVID, be that 
openeth and no Man fhutteth, and foutteth and wo 
Man openeth, And he that hath the Key of David, 
the fame, Apoc. 1. 18. is faid to have the Azys of 
Flell and Death. 

Now he that fees the Supreme Power of Chnift 
thus exprefled by himfelf, will have Reafon to 
think, no little Degree of Power is meant to be 
eiven to the Minifters of Chrift, when given to 
them by himfelf under the fame Figure, But take 
the Power of the Keys in the loweft Senfe that can 
be, it muft at Jeaft imply an Authority to admit 
Perfons into the Church.by Baptifm ; and in or- 
der to that, a Power of judging of their Fitness 
for it, of giving them Inftructions, and declaring 
the neceffary Conditions of it; and to keep out 
thofe who are not fit to be admitted: And it 
feems but a juft and neceffary Confequence of fuch 
a Power, to have Authority to put out of the 
Church fuch Perfons, when admitted, who ought 
not to have been admitted, had it been known 
what they. would have proved, or fuch as renounce 
the Conditions upon which they came into it, 

As to the Power of diding and lsofing, it is 
made a great Doubt, whether it relate to what is 
Analogous, to Legiflation or to Furifdiftion , 1 fay 
Analogous, becaufe Legiflation and Furifdittion are 
properly Civil Terms. Thofe who were no Friends 
to Church Power themfelves, or wrote in Times 
and Places that did not favour it, have inclined to 
' the 
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the firft Senfe, and think our Saviour in thefe Words 
gave the Apofllcs a Power of () retaining or 
abolifhing fuch Parts of the Jewith Law, as they 
fhould think fit: And this Senfe has been greedi- 
ly embraced by the late Writers againft Church- 
Authority. But befides (¢) many other Reafons 

Tria againit 


(6) His Chrifti verbis tis (Apoftolis) commiffum eft, dirigente 
Spiritu Sanéto, ut de Religione decernerent, quoad ufum aut re- 
jeClionem rituum & judicioram Mofaicorum, idque vel in tempus, 
velin perpetuum. = Lightf. in locum. 

(c) 17, The binding and /oofing ufed by the Jewifh Doors, which 
is the whole Ground of this Explication, was a very different 
Thing from what it is here brought to prove. For they did not 
affume to themfelves a Power to difpenfe with, or to annul any 
Thing that was clearly commanded by any Law of Mo/es, but 
to explain the Senfe of them, and to decide the Queftions that 
fhould arife de licttis aut non ficitis in lege, which are Light- 
foot’s own Words, to determine what Perfons, at what ‘Times, 
in what Circumftances, to what Degree, and to what Actions, 
&c. a Law obliged or did not oblige ; and upon thefe Points 
their Doctors often differed, though all agreed in acknowledging 
the Authority and Force of the Laws. Now this certainly is 
very different from a Power to abrogate the Laws themf{clves, 
the Point here contended for. 

2dly, Nothing can be more contrary to the whole Conduct of 
our Saviour, while on Earth, than this Interpretation. He de- 
clared on all Occafions, that he came not to defiroy the Law, but 
io fulfl it. He was very exact in obferving himfelf, and 
obliging others to obferve every the leaft Command of it; and 
there was nothing he avoided with more Care, than to give a 
Jealoufy to the Jews that he had fuch a Defign, as he 1s fup- 
pofed to have declared to his Apoflles in thefe Words. 

3dly, The abrogating of the Ccremonial Part of the Jewifh Law 
feems to have been one of the Things which the Difciples as yet 
were not able to bear, ‘$704. xvi, 12. -And it ts plain from fe- 
ie veral 
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againft this Explication of the Power given to St, 
Peter, and in him to the reft of the Apoftles, 
Matt, xvi, the like Paflage in Matt, xviii. is gene- 
rally confeffed to relate not to Things but Perfons; 
and that isa very great Prefumption it does fo in 
the other: And if that will be allowed to be of 
any Weight, the ancient Writers of the Chriftian 
Church do not appear to have ever underftood 
it otherwife, And that the Words dinding and 
loofing are capable of fuch a Senfe in the Mouth 
of a Jewifh Writer, is evident from a very re- 
markable Paflage in (dj) Fofephus, which indeed 

did 


veral Places in the cs, particularly xxi. zo. that they had nor 
the leaft Apprchenfion of this bemg our Saviour's Meaning, nei- 
ther when he fpoke thefe Words, nor for feveral Years after his 
Death. 

4thly, The Truth is, that at laft when the judicial and cere. 
monial Parts of the Law were to ceafe, they rather expired ir 
themfelves upon the Dettrudion of the City and Temple, 
which was a total Diflolution of the Jewifh Polity, than were 
abrogated by any Authoritative Declaration, or Ac of the Apo- 
ftles. Nothing remained but Synagogue-Worfhip, which being 
of human Intlitution, did not want a divine Commifhon either 
to alter or put an End vo it. 

(d) Fofephus, 1.1. ¢. 4. de Bell. Fud. {peaking of the great 
Advantage the Pharifees made of the Piety of Queen Alexandra, 
to whom her Husband upon his Death left the Government, 
fays, they infinuated themfelves fo far into her Favour, and got 
that Afcendant over her, that they engroffed the whole Go- 
vernment ina Manner to themfelves, and did what they would ; 
they could dani/h or recall from Banifhment, imprifon or fet at Li- 
berty whom they would : And their Power did not ftop here ; 
for a little lower he fays, They could even put whom they 
would to Death, and no body’s Life was fafe from their Refent- 

ments, 
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did not efcape the Diligence of Mr. Selden; but 


the Caufe he was writing for, led him quite befides 
the true Meaning of it. But what greatly con- 
firms this to be the Meaning of this Power here, 
as it is joined to that of the Keys, is, that we have 
much the fame Image, though not juft to the fame 
Senle, Apoc. xx. 1. where St. Fohn, fays he, faw ax 
digel come down from Heaven, having the Key of the 
bottomlefs Pit, anda great Chain in bis Hand. Asa 
Key reprefents the Power of opening and (butting, fo 
does a Chain that of dinding and Jloofing : And he 
who has Authority to deliver an Offender to Satan 
to be bound, that is, to be his Prifoner (e) and to 

be 


ments. His words are thefe ; Of & ray emasrnra 75 avSedme 
Kare pixery UTES ndn K) OsciKNTAl THY dAwY eyiyvovTO, Gis TE 1 
xarayew 35 eSrcev, (which might have been properly enough 
exprefled, by afcribing to them the Power of the Keys,) AYEIN 
TE x, AEIN, Kadiae 3 at perv amonauces THS Bagirsias, exetvwy 
tou. Ta o YAAD LAT HG cs Jvaxiperae nS "Arecavdpas, And a 
little lower, éxgdres OE Tov psy dAAwy auTN, Paeicain O° avTns. 
AINKEIN, &c. Mr. Se/den following the Latin Verfion tran- 
flates thus, Swmmovendo P deponendo quos vellent, intirely mif- 
taking the Senfe of the Greek, /olvendo item F ligando ; then 
adds, quod de arbitraria corum legis, juxta jam ditta, interpretati- 
one fumi pote. Which is fo tenderly expreffed, as plainly to 
fhew, he was confcious he put a Force upon the Words ; and 
was afraid of a /umi non pote/t. 

(e) That the evil Spirits were the great Tormenters of Man- 
kind, we have the Teftimony of all the ancient Church-Wri- 
ters. Damiones, irrepentes etiam corporibus occulte, ut Spiritus te- 
nues, morbos finguut, terrent mentes, membra diftorquent, ut ad cul- 
tum fui cogant ; ut nidore altarium, vel hoftiis pecudum Jaginati, 
REMISSIS QU.Z CONSTRINXERANT, curaffe videantur. 


Min, Fel, Avd Cyprian de Idol, Van. has almolt the fame 
Words. 
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be tormented by him, (for it was then the com, 
mon Practice to put Prifoners into Chains, and give 
them corporal Punifhment, whence Jailers are called 
Tormenters, Matt. xvii. 34.) is properly faid to bind 
that Perfon ; and to loofe him when the Sentence 
is taken off, and the Offender releafed from the 
Power of the Evil one, and the Chains in which 
he held him, 

As to the Power of remitting and retaining Sins 
given to the Apoftles, ob xx, 23. our Adverfaries 
themfelves acknowledge it to be a very great one 
in the obvious Senfe of the Words; elfe they 
would not be at fo much Pains to look out for 
other Meanings, and contend fo warmly as they 
do, that it was fomething appropriated to the A- 
poftles. But there is no need for fuch a Suppofi- 
tion ; nothing hinders but that the Power here 
siven to the Apoftles, which differs, I think, in 
nothing but Expreffion from the former, might be 
equally given to their remoteft Succeflors, acting 
in the Name of Chrift and within the Rules of 

their 


Words. But it is certain the Apoftles could bind and torment 
thofe who bound and tormented others. And the fame Power 
was for fome Ages continued to the Church ; as appears from 
the fame Writers: Hi tanen adjurati per Dew verum a nobis, 
fratim cedunt, FP fatentur, GF de obfelfis corporibus exire coguntar 
wideas illos noflra voce DF operatione Majeftatis occulta, flagris 
cedi, igne torreri, incremento pene propagantis extendi, gulare, 
Et vel cxiliunt fiatim, vel evanefcunt gra- 


Lemere, deprecari. 
datim, prout fides patientis adjuvat, aut gratia curantis afpirat, 
Cypr. ibid. But if the Apoftles had Power to bind the evil Spi- 
Tits in this Manner, it is not to be imagined, that they could 
not as eafily deliver up Offenders to be bound by them. 
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their Duty : Only with this Difference, that they 
were enabled to prove to an unbelieving World, 
the Validity of the Commiffion they pretended to, 
by external and fenfible Effects, by the Power they 
had of releafing thofe, whom Satan had bound, 
from their Infirmities ; and of continuing on others 
the Infirmities they were under, and inflicting new 
ones, even Death itfelf, where the Sin of the Of- 
fender, and the Service of the Gofpel, made it ne- 
ceflary. Which extraordinary Power feems not 
to have ended with the Apoftles, but to have fub- 
fitted for fome Time together with the other mi- 
raculous Gifts, which did not ceafe till Things 
were come to that Maturity, that the Difpentation 
of the Gofpel did no longer want them. But what- 
ever the Words of this Commiffion precifely mean, 
as {fpoken to the Apoftles, it is eafy to fee what 
they do not mean; it is eafy to fee they do not 
give the Succeflors of the Apoftles, who have not 
the Gift of difcerning the Secrets of Mens Hearts, 
a Power of remitting or retaining the Sins of this 
or that individual Perfon abfolutely. This is a 
Power no Church, not even that of Rome, ever 
claimed ; all Sides have confeffed their Abfolutions 
to be valid only conditionally, clave non errante ; 
that is, upon a Suppofition only of true Repen- 
tance; fo that the Oppofers of abfolute Abfoluti- 
_ ons, oppofe a Phantom of their own. When 
therefore we fee Men of Senfe combating in earn. 
eft what never was maintained, one cannot help 
fufpecting, in Compliment to their Underftanding, 
that they have fome other Meaning, and fight 
againtt 
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againft the Shadow of what is not maintained, to 
oppofe more effectually what is. 

But to proceed, If there be in Scripture fo plain 
a Diftinétion of Superiors and Inferiors, of the 
Brethren and thofe who have the Rule over them, 
as I have been contending for; thofe, who are re- 
folved to difpute the Ground Inch by Inch, will 
hope fill effectually to puzzle the Caufe, by de- 
manding a Specification of the Powers claimed, 
who are the Perfons invefted with them, and what 
Degree of Submiffion and Obedience is due to 
them. I anfwer, as to the Perfons, they are the 
TIPESBYTEPO!, not taken fingly, which Jeads to 
the wild Scheme of the Zadependents ; a Scheme, one 
would think, invented on Purpofe to make Chri- 
flianity appear ridiculous ; but acting together, that 
is, the speoCureeov, 1 Tim, iv. 14. the * Confeffus 
Ordinis, the Kcclefiaftical Confiftory or Senate with 
their Bifhop at their Head, who, with the Presby- 
tery, feems to be the ANGEL of the Church, in 
the ii. and it. of the 4poc. for Presbyters acting 
without a Bi/bep to prefide over them, is a new 
Notion, unknown to all Antiquity, from the firft 
Settlement of the Chriftian Church quite down to 
the Reformation. Thefe are the jiz¢uWwor, or Rue 
lers, as is plain from Scripture, which knows no 
fuch Thing as a fingle, independent Presbyter, but 
{peaks of them always in the Plural Number. 
As the Presbyters of Feru/alem, Adis xi, xv. xxi. of 
Epbefus, Aéfs xx. of the Church, Fames v. Presby- 
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ters ordained in every Church, fs xiv. and in 
every City, Zit. i, And the fame is meant by the 
Bifhops of Philippi, Ph:l.i. 1.(f) 

And as to their Powers, what they are: If this 
could not be diftinétly fhewn from Scripture, no 
more can we know from thence what Powers be- 
Jong to our Civil Governors ; and yet it will be 
allowed by all, that Obedience to them is com- 
manded in the ftongeft Terms. The Powers in 
one Cafe, though the Scriptures were filent, might 
in general be deduced from the Nature of their 
Office and the End of their Inftitution, as certain- 
Jy as in the other. And Jet me add, that it con- 
cerns thofe who are to obey, whether in Spiritual 
or in Civil Matters, to inform themfelves of their 
Duty, and confequently of the Extent of the Autho- 
rity of thofe fet over them, left they bring on them- 
felves the Guilt and Punifhment of Difobedience, 
by refufing, through a culpable Ignorance, either to 
God or Czfar, what is due to them. 

But to give a more direct Anfwer : The Powers 
of Church-Governors may, without much Diffi- 
culty, be drawn from Scripture, and confequently 
the Nature and Degree of the Obedience due to 
them; partly from the Commiffions given by our 
} _ Saviour, 


’ (f) Agreeably hereto we find in the moft valuable Piece of 
Antiquity, next the Scriptures, Clement's Epittle to the Corinthi- 
ans, J.47. aloxed 4 Mav aixed, —di fy} Ovo MescwKA Facia- 
Cov orgts te5 IIPEZBYTEPOIZ. And, @ 54. pévev $6 oroiunov Te 
Xeicd clenvevétw pete Tay xadesaptvey TIPEERYTEPQN. And 
Q 57. yacraynte toig MIPEDBYTEPOIY, To inforce which is 
the Bufinefs of the whole Epiftle. And who knows not Ter- 
tullian’s Prefident probati quigue SENIORES, Apo/. ¢, 39. 
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Saviour, partly from the Powers exercifed by the 
Apoftles in planting and governing Churches, and 
the Inftructions given to thofe fent by them ; part: 


ly from the Words denoting the feveral Aéts of § 


the Authority they ufed ; and partly from thofe 
that exprefs the Submiffion due to them, ‘Who- 
ever confiders and compares -thefe together, will 
not eafily afcribe to the Governors of the Church a 
Power that does not belong to them, or deny any 
that does. 

A fecond Way of knowing the Powers of Church: 
Governors, “and, I take' Leave to fay, a very pro- 
per and neceffary one, is the Practice of the Church 
in the firft and pureft Ages of it : For though the 
Scripture be ‘a perfect Rule ‘of Faith, he muft 
never have ‘looked into it, who is capable of 
thinking ita perfect Rule of Worfhip, I mean ex- 
ternal Worfhiip, and Difcipline, But he that will 
take in the Writings of the Primitive Church, as a 
Supplement to Scripture in thefe Points, cannot 
be at a Lofs to know what are the Powers of 
Church-Governors, or what the Obedience due to 
them. 

A third Way of determining in this Controverfy, 
is to be taken from the Nature of Society ; for as 
the Church is a Society, whatever is effential to 
Society, muft be fo to the Church. To judge fairly 
of this, we muft go back to the Beginnings of the 
Church, and confider it in its firft Formation, and 
during thofe Ages in which it fubfifted by itlelf, 
deftitute of all Support and Protection from the 
Civil Powers, This Way of deducing Church. 
Power is, I confels, nicer, and requires more Cau- 

tion 
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tion than the other two, and fhould always be 
confidered jointly with them, Otherwife we thall 
be apt too forwardly to conclude, that the Church 
in Fact has fuch or fuch a Power, becaufe it is in 
our Opinion convenient it fhould; and that will 
lead us to all the Ufurpations of the Papacy ; for 
if Convenience gives a Right, a Plenitude of 
Power, a Right not only to meddle in Spirituals, 
but in all other Matters zm ordine ad Spiritualia, Ins 
fallibility and Perfecution will foon be thought not 
only convenient but neceffary Claims, and that to 
the beft of Purpofes, to preferve Unity, and root | 
out Herefy. 

If it be objected againft this Way of deducing 
Church-Powers, that the State’s becoming Chriftian 
has made fo great an Alteration in the Church, as 
to its external Condition, that it cannot juftly be 
inferred, that every Thing that was neceflary for 
the Church before, is equally and in the fame De- 
gree neceflary {till : I anfwer, That this Objection 
docs not prove that the fame Degree of Autho- 
rity and Power is not {till neceffary for the well- — 
governing of the Church; but only that it is not 
neceflary that this Power fhould in every Part of 
it be ftill kept in the fame Hands, With thefe 
Cautions, and under thefe Referves, we may very 
juftly argue in Behalf of the Church from the Na- 
ture of Society. 

I know this Way of arguing is violently oppo- 
fed by the Impugners of Church-Authority, and 
that from thefe two Confiderations chiefly ; one, 
that the Kingdom of Chriff is not of this World ; 


and the other, that the Church is therefore an z- 
vifible 
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144. Church-Authority vindicated, 
vifible Society, and that Arguments from a vifible 
Society, will not hold to one that is invifible, 
But I beg Leave to fay, that the firft, though it has 
been made the Corner Stone of the new Scheme, 
is in Truth nothing to the Purpofe ; and the fe. 
cond, in a Queftion about the Power of the Mi- 
niftry, is a mere Fiction; — Firft I fay, that the 
Kingdom of Chrift, which, ¥obx xviil. 36. is faid 
not to be of this World, is not the Church, as is 
moft evident from the Context : In which our Sa 
viour is accufed to the Roman Governor, as fet- 
ting up to be King of the Zews to the Prejudice of 
Tiberius ; our Saviour, who came into the World to 
bear Witnels of the Truth, could not but own what 
was true ; but adds, that his Kingdom was fuct 
an one as need give the Emperor no Uneafinefs ; 
that it was not of this World, and therefore his 
Servants ufed no Force to hinder his being deli- 
vered to the ‘fews, much lefs to difturb his Govern 
ment. This is the Senfe of our Saviour’s Anfwer } 
but what is this to the Church? But it is not in 
this Place only, that Kingdom docs not mean the 
Church ; I will add, nor in any other Place of 
Scripture, The contrary, I am fenfible, is grown 
to be a very common Opinion, but I will venture 
to affirm it to be without fufficient Grounds. I 
cannot enter into the particular Proofs of this here. 
It may be fufficient to obferve at prefent ; 1/7, That 
if Church be put into the Place of Kingdom, it will 
hardly ever make tolerable Senfe 3; and when it 
ieems to do fo, the Expreflion is Elliptical, and 
the Go/pel of the Kingdom, or the Preaching, or 
fome other like Words, are underftood, as any 
one 
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one will fee who confiders only the xiii. Chap. of 
St. Matthew; where, to a careful Reader, fuch 
fupplementary Words will appear abfolutely ne- 
_ ceflary to make out the Analogy between the 
Kingdom of Chrift, and the many Things it is 
compared with in that Chapter. 2dly, If Baonete 
fignifies the Church, it is the rai0Q- Lanad buoy, the 
People governed by Chrift; whereas in the Gof- 
pel it means the Regal Dignity and Power of 
Chrift, and the Majefty with which he will come 
to judge the World; or the Glory and Happinefs 
attending it, which, in certain Proportions and De- 
grees, will at the Laft Day be communicated by 
him to thofe who fhall be then received into the 
Heavenly Manfions, as the Reward of their Faith 
and Love, while Members of his Myftical Body 
the Church here on Earth. ‘“ This is the King- 
“ doms and the Church is the Number of the 
“ Faithful, profefing to live in Expectation of it, 
“ and daily praying for its coming.” 

And as to that other Pretence, the Invifbility of 
the Church, it is a mere Fiction; the Church, as 
fpoken of in Scripture, is either a particular vifible 
Society, or the Collection of them, confidered as 
all making one Body. The Church is invifible 
only by Abftraction, and as fuch, has no E’xiftence 
but in the Mind of him that fo thinks of it. Nor 
ate the Members of the Church otherwife invifi- 
ble, than as God alone, who only knows the 
Hearts of Men, can certainly diftingutfh between 
the fincere Profeffor and the Hypocrite. The Paf- 
fave of Scripture, that is with mot Colour alled- 
ged for the Invifibility of the Church, is in the 
AV Ol, K vy. of 
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146 Church-Authority vindicated, 
v. of Liphefians, where Men are commanded to /ote 
their Wives as Christ loved the Church, and gave 
himfelf for it, that be might fanétify and cleanfe it 
and PRESENT it to bimjelf a glorious Church— 
that it foould be HOLY and WITHOUT BLE. 
MISH. And becaufe no vifible Church has come 
up to this Character, it is concluded it muft be meant 
of the Church invifible. But they who argue thus, 
feem not to confider, that the Scripture reprefents the 
Church and its Members, not what they are, but 
what they fhould be; from whence the Brethren 
are conftantly called gc, Saints, in Oppofition 
to the reft of the World; becaufe fuch they fhould 
be, fuch they promifed to be at their Baptifn, 
when they folemnly renounced the World and all 
its Lufts. But are the Brethren all in fact fuch? 
Or were they ever fo? Even of the Twelve which 
our Saviour himfelf chofe, had not one of them a 
Devil? What Compellations does St. Paul give 
to the Churches he writes to ; particularly to the 
Church of Corinth in thofe very Epiftles, wherein 
he finds fo much Fault with them, and fo feverely 
reproves them for the many Dilorders they were 
guilty of ? The vifible Churches of Kome, Corinth, 
Epbefus, Philippt, and ‘other Places, did not by 
any Means come up to the Expreflions with which 
he addreffes his Epiftles to them 5 will it therefore 
be faid he wrote to the invifible Churches of thofe 
Places? The Abfurditics of fuch a Notion, will, 
I dare fay, be allowed to be but too vifible, But 
what puts the Senfe of this Paflage in the Lpbef- 
ans out of Doubt, is a parallel Place in the Colof- 
fans, which deferves the more to be attended to, 
becaule 
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ina Sermon preached at Putney. 144 
becaufe thefe Epiftles were written both at the 
fame Time, and are fo alike, that one is an Epi- 
tome as it were of the other; Col. i. 21. the Apo- 
ftle has thefe Words, 2%u that were fometimes alie- 
nated —— bath be reconciled-in the Body of his Flefo 
through Death, to PRESENT you HOLY and 
UNBLAMEABLE, and _ unreproveable in his 
Sight. The fame Words in the Original; with 
the Addition of unreproveable; as in the Epbefans. 
And we may with as good Reafon conclude, he 
fpcaks here to invifible Difciples, as there of an ins 
vifible Church, But fee what follows, 6y« éhatdere, 
if fo be ye continue in the Faith, grounded and fet- 
tled, and be not moved away from the Hope of the - 
Gofpel, which ye have heard; which Words plain- 
ly fhew, that thefe Defcriptions St. Pau! gives of 

the Church are Reprefentations of what it fhould 
be, and what God has done his Part to make ir; 
not Proofs, that it actually is, or ever was fo per- 
feét, or indeed can be, unlefs the Members of the 
Church on their Part concur and co-operate with 
the Grace of God, nor any farther than they do 
fo, 

The Church therefore is a vifible Society, and 
as fuch, it neceflarily fuppofes Government and 
Subordination of fome Parts to others, fince a 
Multitude, where there is no fuch Order, deferves 
any Name rather than that of a Society ; much lef§ 
can it be worthy to be called the Church of God, as 
in Scripture it generally is; for as the Apoftle ob- 
ferves, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. God is not the Author of Gonfu- 
fron: Uf it be faid that the Charch Catholick is fuch 
a Society, where there is no Subordination of the 

K 2 Parts 


tur .yotd ae 


Od) « sbod eng sew 
— “in 1 an at Daw znels odie ol aie 
«mA air 1s 14 ‘(de wh Io h 
ai REV evted wa uel ahioW slag: ‘ad sib) f 
(er va a (eo wis wi Baltes ae 
- bas YUOU! voy TYEAAT a a 
“fa m sidewownmw bye AIMAEMAGaAU 
diw senign@ ode ai lioW amit oT adgi2 
AeA of al as sees Fo MOMLbA oq: 
oil veal “he noes boog. an diiw eee bee 
“i nie to ods on eslqtdi slddivat ef sted 
errabhasih adv cwiallg intw oot 108 tut’) 
Vibra Sewer A 98, af a ad Pa ¥. : 
wii Yo ego als ever), qaagin Laweme otk Kien — 
~atule] vino sloudor ¢ Seven awk ng daldeay” lode 
to sori Wha 2 prengirAl sea teva wort 
bluod) si aedw lo envotunolony A ceabinesit ous Me 
a7) Sadqm 03 net tid.ounh rust oe) taity Ean 
ay oh rw owe ai. ylwuiie at tells Deel 
“1 Jo eisdons IM) ots stint 994 quo basbai'so: fa)” 
din stene-o3 baa senor net wih no iisw 


ob gad? onils yodingt you atthe ich 


gags 

hae inc? tiv oa snitont +e 
~~ ide jeainursve0 vb 

Kooy) eetbe. ai a 

beretele ili doa Oma parte 

68 dau 2 wiise® x ovals srnubiinn 

vt: Sw) Yo dowd ay eeey rk 

«thy ten dy 3He.46 Wl a8 

bv Vg ed lly Wp kay ci 

jit él AyiloheoS> tapi i: 

ail} lo Moiunibod2 on ei oily 

ms ~ >, 3 


<. ) 
A 7 —i 


~ 


148 Church-Authority vindicated, 

Parts to one another, I anfwer, that particular 
Churches are in Nature and Time prior to the 
Church Catholick ; that the true Notion of a 
Church, as a Society, is to be fetched from them; 
and that the Church Catholick is nothing but the 
Ageregate or Complex of particular Churches, all 
{fpreading from the fame Root, profeffing the fame 
Faith, and united under the fame Head. But if 
the Church be a Society, and as fuch, muft have 
Government in it; whatever Is neceflary to be 
done to preferve this Society, and to purfue the 
true Iinds of it, the Governors of it, either by 
themielves, or with the Affiftance of the Civil 
Magiltrate, muft have a Right todo. And trom 
hence the Ordering of the publick Worfhip, while 
unfupported by the State, muft be in them, and 
whatever is neceffary to the lxercife of Difcipline, 
to keep the Members of the Church to the Duties 
incumbent on them, as fuch; and to cenfure Of- 
fenders whether in Faith or Manners ; upon whom 
if they may inflict the laft Punifhment, Excom- 
munication, all leffer Degrees of Cenfure mutt 
needs be included in the fame Power. And when 
Offtnders are juftly cut off from the Church, they 
have Reafon to think themfelves, while they con- 
tinue fuch, cut off allo from the Favour of God. 
Since the Gofpel of Chrift knows no Salvation out 
of the Church of Chrift, 

But the Adverfarics we have to do with, will 
perhaps allow there 1s fomewhere a proper Autho- 
rity lodged to appoint Rules of Church-Difcipline, 
and to fettle a Method of publick Worfhip ; but 


they will not allow a Power in any to oblige the 
Members 
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in a Sermon preached at Putney. 149 
Members to conform to it; fince the Doétrine 
contained in the Forms of Worfhip may be falfe, 
and the Confcience ought not to be forced, and 
no one can have a Right to impofe Articles of 
Faith upon another, but all muft judge for them- 
felves, The Queftion then upon this will be, what 
Authority the Governors of the Church have in 
Matters of Faith ; or fince the Scripture is acknow- 
ledged. to be the Rule of Faith, what Authority 
they have to interpret Scripture ; our Adverfaries 
deny they have any. 

Now to refolve this Queflion rightly, we muft 
again have Recourfe to the Beginnings of the 
Church, and fee how this Matter ftood then. And 
here Jam willing to own, that the Minifters and Go- 
vernors of the Church in the firft Times, even the 
Apoftles themfelves, as to Matters of Faith and 
Doétrine, had no Authority but that of Witneffes ; 
they delivered nothing but what they declared 
they received, and in purfuance of their Commif- 
fion, Mat, xxvii, 20, taught what they were com- 
manded ; and they were enabled to give fuch 
Proofs of their Veracity, as made it fit that an en- 
tire Credit fhould be given to thems; and there 
was a Neceflity it fhould be fo, the Books of the 
New Teftament not being then written, by which 
their Doctrines could be tried, And as the Apo- 
ftles received what they taught, fo they committed 
the fame Doétrine to others, to be faithfully pre- 
ferved and taught, and delivered down to thofe 
who were to affift or fucceed them in the Miniftry, 
Thus St. Paul to Timothy, 2 Tim. iu. 2. The Things 
that thou paft beard of me among many IV itnelfes, 

3 thy 
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50 Church-Authority vindicated, 

the fame comuit thou to faithful Men, who fhall be 

able to teach others alfo. It was from hence the 

Teachers of the Word derived the Authority they 

had as fuch: They propofed Nothing to. be be- 

lieved or done as necefiary, but what they had re- 
ceived. Nor did the Apoftles only and their Suc. 
ceffors, and thole commiflioned by them, ground 

the Truth of what they had taught on this, that 
r was delivered to them: The Belief and Sub- 
miffion required to what was taught immediately 
by Chrift himfelf and the Holy Spirit, are required 
on the fame Account; that they alfo taught what 
they received. Thus our Saviour, obi vii. My 
Doctrine is not mine, but bis that feat me, And in 
the xiith Chapter, L have not fpoken of myfelf 5 but 
the Father's which fent me, be gave me a Command. 
ment, what I fhould fay, and what I foould fpeak, 
And Chapter the xivth, The Word which you hear is 
wot mine, but the Fathers which fent me. And in 
the xviith Chapter, addreffing himfelf in Prayer 
to the Father, he faith, J have given to them the 
Words which thou gaveft me, and they have received 
them. And of the Holy Gholt, he fpeaks thus, 
Chap. xvi. I 3. When the Spirit of Truth is come, he 
will guide you into all Truth; for be fhall not {peak 
of bimfelf, but whatfoever be shall bear, that foall 
be fpeak, So that the Doctrine of the Gofpel ul- 
timately terminates in God himfelf, as the fole 
‘Author of it; and from thence it 1s fo often called 
bis Word; and for the fame Reafon, he that def- 
pifeth thofe fent by Chrift, are juftly faid to def- 


pife not him only, but the Father alfo, As he. 


fays himfelf to the Seventy, Luke x, 16, He that 
| defpiferh 
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defpifeth you, defpifeth me and be that defpifeth me, 
defpifeth bin that fent me, 

Now the Doctrine thus delivered down is the 
Unalvsca Atuomarte, the wWarG Aduyiis, the msds xgla- 
diduxle aoyG-, the vavwawors vyicevoyroy Abyov, the 
found Docirine, the Porm of Doéirine, the faithful 
Word, the Form of found Words, Expreflions ufed 
by St. Paul, not to denote a precife Form of 
Words, a fhort Baptifmal Creed, as fome have 
imagined ; but the Sum and Subftance of what it 
was neceflary for them to know and teach, For 
the perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of the 
Miniftry, for the Edifying of the Body of Chrift. 
This facred Depofitum the Succeffors of the Apo- 
ftles in the firft Ages were careful to preferve with 
the greateft Exactnefs and Fidelity. Jct was for 
this Jreneus and Tertullian recur fo often to the 
Succeffion of Bithops in the Apoftolical Churches ; 
it was to prove the Succeffion of the Doctrine they 
taught, in Oppofition to the Hereticks they wrote 
againft, whofe Doctrines could not in like Man- 
ner be traced up to any of the Apoftles; and con- 
fequently, if contrary to what was fo delivered, 
mutt be falfe; and if not falfe, yet they were no- 
vel, and for that Reafon could not be neceflary. 
And happy had it been for the Chriftian Church, 
if its Governors in Matters of Faith could have 
continued to aét only the Part of faithful Witnef- 
fes; and the Faith once delivered to the Saints had 
been thus preferved free from all Mixtures or 
Additions, But this was rather to be wifhed than 
hoped ; the Nature of Things will not per- 
mit Doctrines to be long preferved pure and un- 

tome corrupt 
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corrupt in the Way of oral Tradition, which after 
it is carried to fome Diftance from the Fountain. 
head, infenfibly corruptsin human Hands, through 
Weaknefs rather than Defign, And if oral Tra- 
dition could have preferved the Faith intire, yet 
who can fay, it would have been fufficient for the 
Maintenance either of the Peace of the Church, 
or the Purity of the Faith, to have condemned the 
Inventions of Hereticks, as dangerous Innovations, 
without inventing themfelves new Tefts, as Prefer- 
vatives againft them ? 

What Tradition could not do, could be fupplied 
only by a written Rule, by the Books that com- 
pofe the New Teftament, which are allowed to 
have been written by Apoftles or Apoftolical Men ; 
Men who were either Eye- Witneffes themfelves of 
what they wrote, or converfed with thofe that were 
fo; Men under the Guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
which was given to the Church to lead the Teach- 
ers of it into all Truth; fuch were the Writers of 
thofe facred Books, which were received by the 
Churches of Chrift, and acknowledged not only 
to be true, but to be the Word of God, while the 
Tradition of the Faith was yet pure and uncor- 
rupt, 

But if thefe be received as the Rule of our 
Faith, it is certain it is not the Sound of the 
Words is fo, but the Senfe of them, But how 
is this to be certainly known? And who has a 
Right to interpret Scripture with that Authority, 
that his Interpretations ought to be fubmitted to? 

Vhen we confider the Divifions there are among 
thofe who agree in acknowledging the Scripture 
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for their Rule, this feems to be a very hard Que- 
{tion ; and yet upon an impartial View, the Diffi- 
culty appears to be more in themfelves than in the 
Nature of the Thing. For firft, it is only thofe 
Parts of Scripture which relate to Matters of Faith, 
that we want to know the true Senfe of in this 
Queftion, where it is confidered as a Rule of Faith. 
If therefore we are miftaken in the Senfe of other 
Parts, our Faith is neverthelefs fafe ; but thefe are 
vaftly the greater Number ; and the others in Com- 
parifon very few. Now of thefe alfo. it is allowed 
on all Sides, that many are plain and eafy to the 
meaneft Underftanding: Of the reft, which are 
more difficult, the Senfe of them either can cer- 
tainly be determined by the Rules of Conftru€tion, 
the Ufe of Words, and the Application of thofe 
other Helps, by which we are enabled to find out 
the Senfe of other Writings, or it cannot. If it 
can, from the Time that the Senfe of a difficult 
Place is fully proved and fixed by learned Men, 
and univerfally allowed by fuch, it is then no lon- 
ger to be put into the Number of Places that are 
dificult, and may with as much fafety and Cer- 
tainty be argued from, as any other Place of 
Scripture the moft eafy : But if the Place be fo 
obfcure, and the Words fo ambiguous, that the 
Senfe of it cannot be determined with any Certain- 
ty ; the various Senfes it is capable of, either are 
agreeable to other plain Places of Scripture or not, 
If they are agreeable to fuch, there is no Inconve- 
nience in fo underftanding them ; if they are not, 
nothing as neceffary to be believed, ought to be 
deduced from them: And in either Cafe, fuch 
; Paflages, 
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Paflages, ftrictly fpeaking, are of no Ufe to the 
Forming a Summary of Faith in the Judgment of 
the Reformed Churches at leaft, who, as they ac- 
knowledge the Scriptures for a perfect Rule, fo 
they agree in declaring, that every Thing neceffary 
to Salvation is plainly and exprefly contained in 
them, or is very clearly deducible from them. And 
were the Reformed Churches true to this Principle, 
there would be little Occafion to difpute about the 

Right of interpreting. 
But if even fuch difficult Paffages muft be brought 
into Controverfies of Faith, the Senfe of which 
cannot otherwife be determined, we have a fafe 
Way of interpreting them, if we confult the pri- 
mitive Writers of the Church, and fee what Senfe 
they took them in; For though they are not in- 
fallible Interpreters, they are no ill Guides ; and 
if the Senfe they put on a Place be not the true 
one, it is at leaft a good one, fince they give it 
in Defence and Explication of the common Faith, 
not to fupport novel and peculiar Tenets of their 
own: So that we learn from them at leaft the 
Faith of the Church, if not the literal Senfe of the 
Place. But this Deference to their Interpretation | 
claim only with thefe two Limitations; firft, That 
it is with refpect to fome Article of Faith 5 and, 
fecondly, That the Senfe of the Place cannot other- 
wile be fixed ; for if it can, could all the Fathers 
be fuppofed to agree in a different Senfe, it would 
be of no Weight. And thus much, I prefume, 
will be allowed to the ancient Writers of the Church 
by all, but thofe who contemn what they have ne- 
ver 
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ver read, and therefore expref$ fo much Contempt, 
to excufe their Ignorance. 

But to return: to the Queftion, Who fhall inter- 
pret? I anfwer, not a fingle Paftor by his mere 
Authority, but in every Church the Governors of 
it, affifted by the beft Lights they can get, and 
with a particular Regard to the Senfe of the pri- 
mitive Church where it can be had. Thefe mutt 
have a Right to interpret, fo far as is neceflary to 
appoint certain Forms of found Words, for the 
Admiffion of Members into the Church, or for 
the Inftruction of Catechumens, or the Direction 
of Teachers, or for the Profefling the true Faith in 
the publick Worfhip, and the like Cafes. But are 
they obliged to fubmit to fuch Summaries or Pro- 
feffions of Faith, who think fomething to be pro- 
feffed in them that is not true? I anfwer, that wife 
and good Governors will bring nothing into them 
that has not a good Foundation both in Scripture 
and Antiquity. And that we ought to prefume 
fo of our Governors till we know the contrary, and 
fhould not, without the greateft Modefty and 
Diftruft of ourfelves, cenfure their Doctrine as er- 
roneous; much lefs form a Schifm, and diffent in 
important Points of Faith : For caufclefs Schifms 
are hcinous Sins, and there are capital Errors in 
Faith, as well as unpardonable Irregularities in 
Life: Accordinely we fee St. Pau? delivered to Sa- 
tan not only the inceftuous Corinthian, but [Hyme- 
neus and Alexander alfo, whofe Crime was, that 
they fubverted the Faith by denying the Refurrec- 
tion, 1 Jim. 1. 20. But if the Cafe fhould be fo, 


that the Cape ol of the Church fhould either de- 
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crce falfe Do¢trine, or fuch as is juftly and for 
good Reafons, to be fufpeéted, they then abufe 
and exceed their Commiffion ; and it is commend- 
able and our Duty, or Jawful at leaft, not to con- 
form to them. 

But it may happen, that the Governors are in 
the Right in what they have appointed, but fome 
of their Flock are {trongly perfuaded they are not; 
muft they conform againft their Perfuafion ? No, 
Will their Perfuafion juftify their Nonconform- 
ing ? No, nor excufe it neither, unlefS it be fin- 
cere ; and no Perfuafion is fincere in fuch a Senfe 
as will excufe a Separation that is not the Refult of 
a fair and due Examination, and the Ule of all 
proper Means. And I think I may, without 
Breach of Charity, fuppofe, that the Perfuafions 
of the feveral Sects that diffent from the Eftablith- 
ed Church, are not thus fincere ; though, if I am 
not greatly miftaken, it has been to excufe or ra- 
ther juftify their groundlefs Diffentions, that fo much 
Weight has by fome Writers been Iaid upon Sin- 
cerity, as if it were not only a neceffary Qualifica- 
tion of other Duties, but would be accepted by 
God in lieu of them, 

Vhe Reiult then of the Cafe is this; thofe who 
have Authority, or rather whole * Duty it is to 

watch 
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* Tt may perhaps be of Service to obferve to fuch Enemies 
of Church-Power, as are otherwife Friends to Virtue and Reli- 
cion, how much they are miflaken, when they think it claims to 
the Minifters of Chri a Power to a@ arbitrarily and at Pleafure, 
and by their own Authority, in their difpenfing the Mytterics of 

the 
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watch over the Faith, ; ick 
which are RO rene eae Ae 

e agreeable to 
Scripture, have a Right to interpret Scripture in 
order to the Compofing of fuch Forms; and if 
there be not great Reafon to think they are mifta- 
ken, it is the People’s Duty to fubmit to them ; 
except there be in any an invincible Perfuafion to 
the contrary; which can hardly ever be the Cafe 
where Governors keep within their proper Bounds 
For if what they teach or decree, be true, it eit 
not be very difficult to prove it fo to fuch as fhall 
in their Doubts apply to them for Satisfaction ; for 
what is of fuch a Nature, as cannot be proved. to 
be true to a reafonable Man, nobody, I believe, 
will fay, ought to be enjoined. 

This I fay as to Matters of Faith, about which 
there are the moft Scruples, and where it is con- 
feffed Governors are ftrictly obliged to adhere to 


Scripture. As to Matters of external Worfhip 
and 


a a ee a 


the Gofpel, and their Application of Church-Cenfures, in which 
View it is no Wonder they are no }'riends to it: Whereas in 
‘Truth every Part of this Notion is pure Miflake. ‘The Minitters 
of Chrift can do nothing, as fuch, in their own Name, but in his s 
nor at their own Pleafure, but as he has willed: and commanded 
they fhould do ; fo that every Act of Pozver in them is really an 
A&t of Duty : And they are either wanting in their Duty, or of- 
fend againit it, whenever they do not, on proper Occafions, cx- 
ecute the Powers committed to them, or aét in the Execution 
of them otherwife than their Commiflion directs they fhould. 
They who will fairly confider Church-Power in this View, 
which is the only true one, will fee how widely it differs from 
Civil Power, and will find nothing in it that can juttly give 
\ Offence. 
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and Difcipline, there, as I intimated before, Gos 
vernors have a greater Latitude. A Divine Reve- 
Jation is not neceflary for the Appointment of all 
the Parts of them. It is plain St. Paul himfelf, in 
fome of the Directions he gives, grounds them 
not upon any Command of the Lord, but upon 
the Cuftom of the Church, 1 Cor. xi. 16. But if 
any Man feem to be contentious, we have no fuch 
Cuftom, neither the Churcbes of God. And it is de- 
monftrable the Scripture is not a perfeét Rule in 
thefe Cafes from the fame Chapter, which the 
Apottle concludes with thefe Words, The reff will 
I fet in Order when I come, sé rove SraldEoum. Some 
Things therefore wanted to be fet in Order, about 
which there are no written Directions, So again, 
Titi. 5. Hor this Caufe left I thee in Crete, that 
thou foouldeft fet in Order the Things that are want- 
ing. In thefe Points therefore Governors are at 
Liberty to do what they judge moft expedient, and 
molt for Edification, in virtue of that known Rule, 
which is not fo much an Apoftolical Precept, as 
the Dictate of common Senle, et all Things be done 
desently and in Order. Thus I have fhewn at large, 
that the Church, as well as other Societics, has its 
Governors, that as fuch they have certain Powers 
belonging to them, and that their Flocks are bound 
to obey and fubmit to them fo long as they purfue 
the Ends of their Commiffion. 

If Ihave paffed over two popular Objections 
made to Church-Power by its Enemies, as if it en- 
croached upon the Authority of the Magittrate, 
and the Liberty of the People, it is not that J 
have forgot them, but becaufe I cannot but flight 

them, 
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them, as very trifling; fince all that is urged on 
thef: Heads is Harangue, not Argument, and is 
an Appeal not to the Senfe of Men, but to their 
Paffions: As Church-Governors are never called 
in Scripture épyai or YEsctu, nor are faid wed’ey or 
egeaatay, but are exprefly forbid to do fo by our 
Saviour ; fo it is well known, no found Part of 
the Chriftian Church, and in particular not the 
Church of England, ever claimed any Part of 
Temporal or Civil Power, as of Divine Right, or 
by any other Title than the Favour of wife and 
Religious Princes and States. They call themfelves 
Minifters not Magiftrates, and their Rule Canons 
not Laws 3 they claim not Dominion but Direction, 
Spiritual Di/cipline not coercive Furifdiltion, They 
decline in common Language to fpeak even of 
Chrift as King, that they might give no Umbrage 
to the Rulers of this World, as if they acknow- 
Jedged no other: ‘They preach him as Lord, and 
themfelves Servants for his Sake. And. as for the 
Liberty of the People, Chrift neither gave any, 
nor took any away; he left all Men in the Srate 
he found them, except as to a Liberty from Sin, 
(for that other from the Yoke of the Law concerns 
fFews only) but he expected thofle who would be 
his Difciples, fhould obey his Commands, and con- 
fequently thofe Perfons, by whom they were to be 
made known to them, who were to teach and in- 
ftruct them in Righteoufnefs. And what Liberty 
is taken away by the Minifters of the Gofpel acting 

thus, Iam ata L.ofs to fee. 
There are indeed Times and Places in which Spi- 
ritual Power exceeds its Bounds, and the Rights 
both 
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both of Prince and People are invaded : But {ure 
there never was lefs Occafion for fuch Complaints, 
than in this Age and in this Nation; where the 
Chriftian Laity, as fuch, have al] the Liberty the 
moft Licentious can defire, a creat deal more than 
is confiftent with good Difcipline. What then can 
be the Meaning of thofe loud Harangues in Be- 
half of the Ecclefiaftical Liberty of the People, 
when nobody is touching it? Is it not the fame 
as of the like Harangues in Vindication of their 
Civil Liberties, under a mild, and juft and gentle 
Government ? But whatever they mean, all their 
Efforts will, I doubt not, be in vain: The Good- 
nefs of the Conftitution, through the Divine Blef- 
fing, will ftill fupport it: It is fecure in the Af.- 
feétions of the People, who love the Church too 
well not to be jealous of thofe who would flatter 
them into a Diflike of it: It is fafe in the Protec- 
tion of good Laws, and in the Juftice and Wifdom 
of a PRINCE, who has very lately declared, he 
bas its Honour and Security near at Heart. And un- 
der the KING, we have the Happinefs to have at 
the Head of the Church a PRIMATE, who go- 
verns in the Meckne/s of Wifdom, and can be zea- 
lous for the Truth without breathing Perfecution ; 
who can diflinguifh between a charitable Indyl- 
gence, and an indolent Indifference ; between con- 
niving at the Miftakes of virtuous and learned Men, 
who, when they err, err in Sincerity; and write 
with Modefty, and fetting the Doors wide open 
to the bold Infults of Libertines and Atheifts, and 
the no lefs pernicious ones of ignorant Lnthufatts, 
and fuch Deccivers who fhelter themfelves under 

their 
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their Covet. In a Word, who knows a juft Au- 
thority may be maintained without pretending to 
Infallibility ; that our Eftablifhment, though im- 
perfect as it is human, m may and ought to be de- 
fended as a very good one; and as to any Defects 
in it, that fome Things may be altered without 
giving up every chines and the Conftitution men- 
ded without fubverting it, That this Church may 
for ever be eftablifhed in Purity and Peace, and 
triumph over all its Enemies in the Witdom, Pi- 
ety and Charity of its Spiritual and Civil Gaver- 
nors, and in the willing Obedicnce of its Mem- 
bers, grounded in the true Faith, and zealous of 
good Works, 

God of his inpnite Mercy grant through Fefis 
Chriff our Lord, to whoin with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit be all Honour, Glory and Power, now 
and ever, : 5 
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Was apprehenfive the Publication of this 
Sermon mighi vive the Lord Bithop of Ban- 
gor fome hitle Trouble, and for that Reatons 


among others, was againit ir, «3 thinking it 
& mean and uogencrous Pare to add to the Num- 
ber of his Adverfirics, when he had already fo 
many upon his: Hands ; efpecially at a Time when 
I-had good Reafon to believe his Lordfhip’s 
Thoughts were wholly taken up with Bufincis of 
another Nature; [mean the Primary Vifitation of 
his Diocefe, whither I concluded he was gone or 
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going foon; though I find fince, I was miftaken, 
But little did I think, that a hafty Sermon, begun 
and ended in two Days, upon a Subjeé not chofen, 
but thrown in my Way by pure Accident, could 
have difturbed his Lordfhip’s Thoughts for feven 
Months, and drawn upon me fo great a Degree 
of his Difpleafure ; He will not allow me to plead 
hafty and carele/s, becaule fome Infertions and Ad- 
ditions were made afterwards ; but I affure his 
Lordfhip they were none of them After-Thoughts, 
but purely for Brevity Sake omitted in the Preach- 
ing 5 and as for the Note at the End of the Third 
Edition, it being of a different Nature from the 
reit, I omitted it in the Firft, could not infert it 
in the Second, the Prefs having been kept ftand- 
ing; and it was the Printer’s Fault it was not 
placed where it flands now, P. 156 tn this Edi. 
tion; Bur, 

I fay not this to claim the Benefit which the 
Plea of a daffy and carele/s Difcourfe would give 
me ; I reviewed what I had writ before I preach- 
ed it, and acknowledge every Thing in it to be 
wilful and deliberate, and hope to fhew, I have in 
no Part of it given a jult Occafion for fo fevere 
a Cenfure as his Lordthip has pafled upon tt, 
P. 148, where he tells me, “ That nothing could 
“ have brought my Reputation, as a Learned Man, 
“ into Dordt, but fucha Sermon 5 and prophefies no- 
“ thing will ever put it out of Doubt, but my turn- 
“ing to fome other Subject.” Surely his Lordfhip 
was mightily out of Humour when he writ this. | 
know no great Pretences I have made to Learn- 
ing; but whatever Reputation I have of that 

Sort, 
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Sort, Tam content it fhould ftand and fall with 
this Sermon ; and I fhall not, to fave or recover 
it, be perfuaded to turn to another Subject, if I can 
be of any Ule to defend the Church, of which I 
have the Flappinefs to be a Member, in its juft 
Claims againit the Injuries of thofe who ought to 
be its Friends. His Lordthip’s Skill in Propbefy I 
difpute not, but am ready to allow, he knows as 
much of Things to come, as of thofe that are 
palt; and will be fo juft to him, how much foever 
my Sermon may have altered his Opinion of my 
Learning, as to own, his 4nfwer has not in the 
leaft abated my Opinion of his. There is indeed 
an unufual Shew of Learning in it, but whatever is 
advanced againft me of that Kind, is either not 
true, or not to the Purpofe, as I promife to fhew 
when I fee a proper Time for it; not with any 
Hopes of convincing his Lordfhip, for I have a 
Demonttration by me, which proves that to be 
impoflible ; but to undeceive fuch Readers as are 
apt to be carried away with the firft Appearances, 
In the Argumentative Part his Lordfhip’s Logic, 
if he be fincere, is no better than his Skull in 
Critick, and his Reafoning is generally either very 
weak or very unfair, Take one Inftance for a 
Tatte. 

[havestaid in. my Sermon, 2, 142.5% Ehatra 
“ third Way of Determining in this Controverfy 
“f (concerning Charch Power) 1s~to be ‘taken 
“ from the Nature of Society, but that this Way 
“ is nicer and requires more Caution than the 
“other two, (Scripture and the Practice of the 


— Church in the Arft and pureft Ages of it,) and 
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** fhould always be confidered jointly with them ;" 
By which I meant to preclude Church Governors 
from claiming by this Argument any Powers in- 
confiftent with the other two, What now does: his 
RPI Candour fay to this? Why, “ He pro- 

* feffes he can make nothing of it but this, 
“© That thete ts a Téird Way deducing, Chureb 
“¢ Power, which is No Way at all; nor ever to 
** be made ufe of: That is, you muft deduce it 
** from the Nature of Society: Only you mutt 
“© take Care not to deduce any Thing relating to 
“it, from the Nature of Society, but what the 
“ Scripture and the Firs Writings declare to be- 
“long to it, This is the Lhird Way, viz. The 
“ Two frft over again.’ Thus his Lordfhip, as 
if every Thing were izconfiftent with Scripture and 
the primitive Church, that is not exprefly declared 
In One, or was not actually pragfifed by the other, 
Whether this fhould be placed to a Want of Sin- 
cerity, or cf fjomething elfe, I fhall not determine; 
but the Reader has in this a true Sample of his 
Lordthip’s Reafoning. 

Bat his Lordfhip’s chief Strength confifts in. per- 
foual Kefleclions, which are made up of Complaint 
and Juvecfive. Conplaizing is become fo habitual 
to his Lordfhip, thac he fails into it as well when 
there is not, as when there is Occafion for it; he 
fancies, I fay, Things purely for the Pleafure of 
the Sting in the Clofe of thea, P. 77. and that he 
is the Perfon they are all pointed at; whereas | 
can affure his Lordfhip, one of the greateft Dith 
culties I had was not to bring Stings in, but to 
keep them out, his Lordthip and Friends have 

furnifhed 


a RIC et Sp es tbl a a 


i RE a at ee 


TA 153 SE ss e: 
" as iviw ytrato], bembtiaas ad ayes ft a 
Pence towed) hui] or senom T lot F 
 cavw'l qe scm A wh yd a 
it esa wooie sok WP cows sao oft iliw \ 
ang oll oW Set of yattoubadd Agid) i 
wie wf i te gendeon Solera hes od 25lal - 
hwid paluba to ve W POP o oF oats eo 
anes wa ills ac ye OM a doalw (eo # 
nwauleb ue voy at JetT pio ay sham al eo 
int way yloO se\siwe to we ads mon «= 
' genulor gedT gnc soaked os jon oriole 
 sutw wed jroo 36 www sdb mont at 
<6 ud stttant yah aA adit fing Sara @ 
oT sore ye Val? tlt valT Wi i gaol 
« qidlbrot aid ani T™ “ininge ave Syl, oF > OS 
bt omnes sine Wetting sow gant T cove (| 
bork yPuqgeo ton ef sortt ome Sebsssl be 
roilio oly Yd bal Geng yl Fieston wii 10) 
Por te stheW # 03 beoglg od Blnoifl eit a 
psnirenioh 30m fleet Pls wolibenint tt 4 
ito siqrie ot 4 eh on ee eho 


ynironnast “aaa 
A wi efilnosibanwnd lity’ “qi. zit wel 


mikawed to to whi 1 ate doce Jet 
iavndad ob scraoud ef gina yet aval bn is a 
eulw: lhew ake a caril aul sete al A tat « 
at TA hohe et ost wed ui Sot 
\y vod a4 aol (lating te a ot 
wih ban <= MM aedi We “3 : 

l undw «te hnaiog” Ile san ree wv 
MCL fame silt Yo sng Qitbied Had 
wid ii sie gond of tony 


ved -thisied Lae gift t aid 
ballin 


PaO Gr IpStGPRs Pate S16 


furnifhed fo much Matter for them ; and that 
thofe he refents moft, are not in the leaft meant 
of him : OF this we have a notable Inftance, 
ger iag eelebane inid. peared.) “a Thus muchsal 
“ prefume, will be allowed to the ancient Writers 
* of the Church by all, but thofe who contemn 
‘© what they never read, and therefore exprefs fo 
‘much Contempt to excufe their Ignorance.” 
At whom this Satyr is particularly directed, his 
Lordfhip owns, he cannot pofitively fay, and yet 
will take it to himfelf, and declames upon it for a 
Page together, complaining of me asa Man of 
amoft unhappy Temper. Now in Anfwer, I fay 
firft, that it is a very jut Reflection, and I will add, 
a very feafonable one; next, I do pofitively affirm, 
that he was not the Perfon then in my Thoughts, 
What Opinion the extreme Senfibility and.Ten- 
dernefs his Lordfhip has fhewn on this Occafion, 
will raife in his Readers, I leave him to judge: 
And I can as truly affirm the fame of what I had 
faid, P. 160, of Harangues in Vindication of the 
Peoples CIVIL Liberties, which his Lordthip will 
have to’be meant of his Political Writings. But 
I declare I had no View to them, but to the fedi- 
tious Pamphlets of pretended Patriots, who are 
perpetually infufing into the People eroundlels 
Jealoufies againft the beft and mildeft Government, 
to ferve themfelves. 

To Complaint his Lordthip joins plenty of Juvec- 
tive, and endeavours to render me as odious as 
poffible to Churchinen on one Fland, and to the 
Diffenters on the otherjcas AwfaliewEricnd’ to. the 
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frit, and as a bitter Enemy to the laft; but to my 
Comfort, his Accufations are as weak as his Argu- 
iments, Tits firft Reproach is as eafily denied as it 
is affirmed ; but I fhall not ftop there ; the bet 
Proof of my Affection to the Church will be to 
deftroy his Lordthip’s Arguments aeainft it, But 
how his Lordfhip came to think it neceffary to 
mureprefent me to the Diffenters alfo, I cannot 
imagine, againft whom he charges me with faying 
imore than was ever yet faid of the whole Body of 
them by the bitterest Enemies they ever had: This 
is followed with fome Pages of Satyr and Ridicule, 
in which his Lordfhip bas exerted himfelf with the 
utmo{t Vigour, that he might not feem to betray 
a Caufe which ftood in no need of his Defence. 
To return his Lordthip his Bear-/Aiz, and that | 
may appear to the Diffenters what I really am as 
to this Caufe, I declare-to him and them, that! 
have no ill Will to the Perfon of any one of 
them, of whatever Species or Denomination ; that 
I rejoice in the Indulgence granted to tender Con- 
{ciences, and am againit Perfecution, bat do nor 
indeed include in my Notion of it xegative Dy/- 
couragements, in which T have all the Writers of 
the Primitive Church on my Side ; the Caufcs of 
tieir Separation I think unreafonable and unjuth- 
fiable, and fo have thought the Men of the bett 
Learning and Judgment, not of our own only, but 
of all other Proteftant Churches, and that all who 
can conform to the Church ought to do fo ; but 
am willing to believe they moft of them aét accor 
ding to their pretent Pertuafion, and hope both 
God 
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God and Man will make great Allowances to this 
in fuch as are illiterate and uneducated, que major 
femper credeutium pars ef ; but as fuch People are 
eafily practiled upon by falfe Teachers, and great 
Mifchiefs have from thence arifen both to Church 
and State, the Government has, I think, a Right 
to make fuch Laws as are neceflary to keep turbu- 
lent Spirits quiet, and to preferve our Religious as 
well as Crvi/ Eftablifhment; but fhould with fuch 
Laws might always lie dormant, and that no Per- 
fon, Proteftant or Papift, might feel more of 
them, than if they were never made. 

Thus I have made his Lordfhip my Confeffor, 
and given him my Thoughts of Perfecution, and 
of his Friends the Nonconformifts. If his Lord- ° 
fhip thinks that the main Body of each Sort of 
them, Presbytereans, Independants, Quakers, Ana- 
baptifts, 8c. fincere in any other Senfe, fo as to 
have ufed the beft Means of Information they 
could get, let hin declare this in exprefs Terms, 
or let him acknowledge the Injuftice of reprefent- 
ing me as Unchriftian and Uncharitable to tender 
Confciences, beyond the bittereft Enemies the Dif 
fenters ever had, for thinking of them no other- 
wife then he does himfelf. For my own Part, I 
would be willing to put the Proof of their Sixce- 
rity upon a very fhort Iifue ; take the Perfons af- 
fembled in any one Meeting-hou/e, and enquire how 
many of them have ever ferioufly looked into the 
Common-Prayer, to fee whether or no they could 
conform to the Ufe of it. I name this as one of 
‘the eafieft Trials that can be made, to judge whe- 
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thir they have in any Degree examined, into what 
i is they diflent from, The Common- Prayer, take 
out the Portions of Scripture, is a very fhort Book, 
and no Body can fay he has not Time te read it, 
or to have it read.to him. | 
I can bear his Lordfhip’s treating me as a Fool, 
it is familar to him to treat all as fuch, who 
have the Misfortune to differ from him; but this 
Calinry, and the reprefenting me as a Kuave, 
which he frequently does, he muft excufe me, if] 
will noc bear. His Lordfhip may perhaps expe& 
I thould, in Juftice to him, take Notice of the 
Compliments he fometimes makes me of uacomimon 
Learaing, &e. which I think are intended only to 
ove the keener Edge to his Satyr; but whatever 
the Meaning of them be, as I have no Right to 
one, fo I greatly defpife the other, and am wil- 
ling they fhould be fet againft and extinguifh’ each 
other ; and fo all pafs for nothing, which is the 
only Way to make thefe Parts of his Lordfhip’s 
Avfwer of a Piece with the reft of his Perform- 
ance; of which aud his other Writings in this 
Controverfy, it mutt be allowed his Lordthip 
judges very truly, when he fays they are faint Re- 
femblances of Mr. -Chillingworth’s, P. 243. for En- 
vy elf muft own, his Lordfhip has fome Likenels 
po wait great Man, jud fuch a one as. Mr, Toland 
he a Mr, Lake, who, in Chriftianity not Myfleri- 
on: is oficn quoted to fupport Notions he never 
dic cmed of, 
My Printer acquainting me this Afternoon, that 
he was printing again my Sermon, I was willing 
to 
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to take the Opportunity it gives me to wafh my 
Hands of perfonal Matters once for all, to clear 
my Way to the future Examination of what pre« 
tends to Learning and Argument; which fhall be 
publifhed in due Time, that I may not incur his 
Lordfhip’s farther Difpleafure by my Silence, which, 
I fear, he would be apt to impute either to a weak 
Caufe, or to ill Manners, 


Fan, 22. 
1719-20, 
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CONCILO 


CLERUM in Synodo Provinciali Can- 
tuartenfis Provincie ad D. Pauli die 


12° Oftcbris, A.D. MDCCXXIL 
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€ UM efficacius nihil videatur ad 
» homines in officiis {uis conti- 

; nendos, eos prafertim  quos 
Me 


OMe mureris fui ratio in excelfiore 
AYP i quafi loco pofuit, quam ad illa 
YG) animum advertere, que in iis 
reprehendunt adverfarii ; non 
alienum putavi ab hac tanta virorum non muneris 
‘modo ratione, fed doctrina etiam ac moribus !n- 
fignium 
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fignium celebritate, vobis, Parres, Fratrefque in 
Chrifto reverendt, ante oculos ponere, fufiufque de- 
ductum explicare hoc Apofloliad T7]TUM mo- 
nitun ; quem Ecclefie Creteafi prazfectum  horta- 
tur, ut per omnia vite morumque fit exemplar, 
hance ob rationem, ne {cilicet adverfariorum repre- 
henfiones merito incurrat, juftamique iis criminandi 
caulam przbeat, Vault Apottolus, ut fe meminerit 
in editiffimo quodam & frequentiffimo theatro 
pofitum, omnium ora atque oculos in fe converti 5 
fpectatorum autem partem Jonge maximam ma- 
lignis animis infpicere, & curiofe omnia obfervare, 
ne qua culpandi occafio elabatur ; qua vero vel 
minimam offenfionis fpeciem habeant, in pejorem 
partem rapere: in talitheatro Evangelii praconem 
fifti; fummo igitur ftudio in eo laborandum effe, ut 
inculpatae fe gerat, & circumfpecte omnia, qua ful 
fint officii, exequatur, In hanc autem curam TJ- 
JUM incumbere debere, non tam fuze exiftima- 
tionis gratia; quamquam & illa optimo cuique 
merito eft cariflima, ejulque contra iniquas adver- 
fariorum calumnias tuendze cura ingenuis animigs 
fummo ad virtutem adjumento eft; fed ne verbum 
Dei, cujus docendi munus in fe receperat, atque 
adeo Deus ipfe ab adverfariis, fua vel negligentia 
vel culpa, in odium atque contemtionem adduca- 
tur :.cos enim, qui ipfi adverfentur, vera piletatis 
virtutumque omnium hoftes cffe infenfiffimos, eis 
unum opus effe, religionis vim infringere, & con- 
tumeliis infamem reddere ; ideoque omnibus re- 
prehendendi occagfionibus imminere, omnem ca- 
lumniandi anfam avide captare. Qui cum in ipfa 


doétrina quoa criminentur non inveniant, 1 
doétores 
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172 Concio ad Clerum 

doctores fe totos conferunt, iis acerbe obloquuntur, 
probe felentes, quam doctoribus culpam impingant, 
in ipfam doctrinam recidere folere ; ex quo, nifi 
ftrenue is obviam eatur, qua morum corruptela, 
quanta pictatis !abes, que religionis ruina fecutura 
fit, neminem fueit, 

Fioc fi ferio fecum reputent, qui verbi minifte- 
rio {ele addixerant, fentient nullam ipforum cu- 
ram nimiam «fe, nullum ftudium, quo fe culpe 
immunes preltent, omnemque obtreétandi mate- 
riem malevolis eripiant : quod fruftra fperaverit, 
qui non omnes officil fui partes recte, atque uti par 
eit, impleverit; cum vigilantffimum fit adverta- 
riorum odium ad vulnera qua poffint inferenda, & 
soca 1étibus patentia acutiffime deprehendant. Huc 
igitur animum advertere, in hos aciem debet in- 
tendere, his uti quafi monitoribus, qui offici fui 
demper memor extra noxiam velit effe, exiftimati- 
soncm@ue fuam ex omni parte incolumem atque in- 
tcpram tuert, 

I4eec moniti hujas Apottolici fumma 5 in verbis ip- 
fis nihil eft quod nos moretur ; moneo tantum, plures 
Codices, cum Chryfoflomo, cum Vulgata, & anti- 
quiflimis Verfionibus, pro vuf, iu legere; que 
verior videtur lectio, cam vw ex veteri fermonts uly 
de uno dici nequeat, unum vero Z/TUM hiec unice 
fpectent 5 unde etiam fit, ut in Epiftolis quoque ad 
¢1MOTH EUM vox hee nufquam occurrit. 

Quam neceffe fuit verbi miniftris ab omni offen- 
fionem genere cavere tum temporis, cum ad J- 
TUM hee icriberet Apoftolus ; quam ipfi 77TO 
utile, ut hoc monitum animo femper obverifaretur, 
quivis facile intelligat, qui norit quam dura fuit illis 
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temporibus Ecclefize conditio, vel quam  praifracto 
& perverfo ingenio illi, quibus TITUS precfuie 5 
de quibus proprius ipforum vates, KeSse ded Yetocy—, 
cui teftimonio fuum quogque Apoftolus adjunxit, ne 
maledicum aut contumeliofum in fios Epimeiidem 
putemus, i pepwele avin, inquicns, stv davSts. Tin 
manifeftum Crefenfes peflimis fuifle moratos mori- 
bus, adeoque doctrinz Evangelice infenfiffimos: hic, 
fi qua alias, oves erant Chriftiant in medio luporum ; 
TITO igitur inter hos verfanti nunquam Jicuit dor- 
mitare, aut negligentius agere 3 necefle erat temper 
effe in excubiis, omnes boni paftoris partes vieilem 
implere, armatura illa Dei, quam memorat Apollo- 
Jus fexto ad Epbefios, tectum atque inftru¢tum, ut 

contra adverfariorum infidias fe illeefum preettaret. 
Hee autem primorum temporum Jabes plus ni- 
mio fequentibus adhefit, & ad hunc ufque diem 
eadem fere Ecclefize fors fuit. Noftris certe tem- 
poribus cam malevolorum hominum invidiam, eas 
calumnias fultinet Excclefia, ut qui in hiftoria Ec- 
clefiaftica funt hofpites, nec {ciunt quales peftes an- 
tcacta fecula tulerunt, putent nullo unquam_ tem- 
pore iniquins fuifle comparatum. Cum videant, 
quot, quamgue varios Eicclefia in hoc orbe Lritanno 
habeat fibi infentfos, quorum alii alia facra colunt, 
alti nulla, alii {chifmatis pacem ejus perturbang, alir. 
fidem hrefibus corrumpunt, alit dilciplinam tra- 
ducunt, alii miniftros cjys & antiftites convitils in- 
feGtantur, & propter paucorum culpam totum or- 
dinem, Ecclefiafticum in odium adducunt, alit dent- 
que fanctuJimia fidlei mytteria fannis excipiunt, om- 
ni contumeliarum genere inquinant, & deridenda 
populo propinant; cum probi pique ak 
hdem 
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174. Concio ad Clerivn 


fidem Chriftianam ex animo colunt, Ecclefiamqua 
tam fidem incorrupte profitentem, amant, dili- 
gunt, hance fidem, hance Ecclefiam videant male- 
dictis, contumeliis, calumniis vexari, profcindi, idque 
hibere & impune fier, egerrime patiuntur, & merito 
quidem : fed non hic fubfticerent 5 querelis coulque 
indulgent, ut heec tempora omnium effe deterrima 
importune clamitent, hos mores peflimorum pefii- 
mos; in hoc autem bont viri nimium quantum 
falluntur. Dolendum quidem tantam effé morum 
pravitatem, fed non eft quod miremur ; non ett 
quod nova & inaudita hac mala arbitremur : funt 
folennia, funt vetera, funt omnium temporum, cum 
a caufis quae femper eedem fuerint, proficifcantur ; 
neque temporum, fed hominum vitia funt: nifi 
igitur humanum genus de novo efformetur, eodem 

res noftrae loco erunt, quo funt, quo fuerunt. 
Quid igitur, inquies, ab us faciendum, qui his 
malis fe premi fentiant, quive oppreflis faveant, 
quibus Fides Chriffiana, Fideique confervatrix Ec- 
clefia cordi eft ? Num eequis animis hzec ferre par 
eft? Num, quafi ad ipfos nihil attineant, domi fe 
continere, fibt plaudere, otio & quicti fuze vacare, 
& ut improbi homines omnia pro |ibitu agant, 
negligenter & fecure pati? Minime quidem ; quid 
igitur ? querendum eft ? at non mulicbriter, quali 
haze mala nobis nunc primum enafcantur, aut plane 
intoleranda fint; hoc arguit animum infirmum, 
rerumque imperitum, & mihil ultra fua tempora 
fapientem. Adde, quod querele, fi querelz tan- 
tum, proficient parum ; de malo nihil imminuerts, 
mali fenfum vehementer auxeris. Quod fi non 
malicbriter, multo minus feditiofe querendum eft : 
rixis 
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ad D. Pauli, 1722. 1768 


rixis & clamoribus pacem reipublicee turbare, ma- 
giftratum contumeliis inceffere, & allt vitio vertere 
quod non his malis modum ftatuat, hoc qui rem 
uti par eft expenderit, fentiet non prave tantum & 
inique, fed ftulte ctiam, & inepte fieri 3 cum quo- 
tidiana experientia conftet hujufmodi querelas non 
yeteres injurias tollere, fed novas arceflere : quid 
magiftratum deceat, ipfius eft videre ; noftrum eft 
quod noftri eft officii agere, quod Chrifizanos decet, 
quod fubditos : nec temere fupremz poteftati im- 
putandum eft, quod non a fuo feeculo exulent in- 
commoda, que omnium fuere ; quod apud fuos 
radices agant mala, qua fine gravi reipublice pe- 
riculo extirpari nequeant ; quod demum non ea 
fieri impediat, quae per leges impedire non poffit 5 
impedire autem non poffe, tum aliunde, tum ex 
fuis ipforum contumeliis, quas impune in magiftra- 
tum ingerunt, abunde ipfis poterat conftare : quid 
quod parum apud principes his modis profici folets 
qui fi fapiant, feditioforam hominum conviciis nihil 
fibi extorqueri patientur. 

Quid igitur facrorum miniftris facere fuadeas ? 
id quod TJ TUM monet Apoftolus ; adverfanuam 
odia dextre excipienda funt, inimic! monitorum 
loco habendi, accurate videndum quid in nobis re- 
prehendant, ut inde edifcamus qua praecipue vi- 
tanda funt, que criminationibus pra ceteris ob- 
noxia, qua parte iniquis malevolorum fufpicionibus 
maxime patemus, Hoc modo, eorum malevolen- 


-tiam in propriam nobis laudem vertemus, dum ex 


jis quae culpant, ea qua maxime fugienda funt ad- 
oniti, in Officiis noftris co arctius contineamur, 


quo nos acrius obfervent adverfaril, Hic malorum 
de 
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176 ~~ Concio ad Clerunt | 


de quibus tam graviter queruntur, ufus non fpet- 
nendus ett; juvant adverfarii eo quod nocere ves 
lint, culpando monent, & dum anxie & maligne 
querunt quod reprchendant, ne quid in nobis res 
prehenfione dignum fit faciunt, His igitur malis, 
fi rem rite expendamus, fine maximo malo noftro 
carere non poffumus, Cum autem iniquam de 
Religionis miniftris fententiam, vite eorum inte- 
gritate & jugi in officiis fuis conftantia, penitus 
perfpecta, exuerint adverfarii, quidni fperemus de 
Religione ipfa benignius in pofterum fenfuros, doc: 
trinamque illam cordate amplexuros, quam prius 
calumniis fuis indigniffime traduxerant ? qua ani- 
morum converfione infamia nobis in laudem cedet, 
pietatis odia in obfequium vertent, & Ecclefix ex 
ipfo opprimendi eam ftudio infignis facta fuerit 
acceffio. 

Ex his qu generatim dicta funt, videtis, quo- 
modo maximo noftro cum commodo huic monito 
obtemperemus, Id igitur agamus$ ea caufa aquis 
animis accipite, quaenam fint praecipua criminati- 
onum capita, quibus Ecclefiafticum folent. ordinem 
impetere, ut ls probe cognitis omnem iJlorum vis 
tuperationem felicius effugiatis, 

Horum autem alia trita funt & pervuleata, in 
omnes omnium wztatum cleros temere effufa ; alia 
recentiora, quz nos no{traque tempora propius 
tangunt. Primi generis funt fere hac, Homines 
Ecclefiafticos cum in Synodum conyenerint, non 
ex rationis judicio, fed pro affeétuum arbitrio om- 
_niaagere 5 fuffragia corum numero, non pondere 
cenferi, unde fepe fieri ut major pars meliorem 
vincat ; decretis cenfurifque Synodalibus veritatem 

cum 
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ad D. Pauli, 17232. es 
cum hibertate jacere s diMfidia, qua alias fponte fua 
defeciflent, immortalia reddi; plus denique mali, 
quam commodi, omnibus retro feculis ex Synodis 
in Ecclefiam redundafle. Atque hec quidem wee 
uibil, neque omnia funt, Fatendurn fane eft Syno- 
doram non femper felices exitus fuiffe fatendum 
partium ftudiis nimium fepe tribui ; & veriratem 
lulfragiorum numero non femel victam fuccubuife. 
Sed quam iniquum eft Synodorum peccata dili- 
genter & anxie retegere; & prave facta in majus 
acerbiffime augere, dum filentio premuntur ea-que 
fummam Jaudem meruerunt ? quam malignum eft 
omnibus Ecclefiafticis conventibus imputire; que 
quorundam tantum vitia fuere, quaz -fequiorum 
temporum ; que aulicorum debentur factionibus, 
que princtipum libidinit; quae Portificie denique 
Tyrannidis funt vitia ? quae per aliquot feecula uni- 
verfum fere orbem Chriftianum fibi fervire turpiter 
coegit, nec Ecclefiaftict modo ordinis homines, 
fed & alios omnes, plebem, populum, proceres, 
magiftratus ipfos ex fuo nutu pendere voluit; re- 
gum demum cervicibus pedibus fuis fuperbe inful- 
tare non erubuit. 

Quo autem jure Synodis imputantur, que pec- 
cata funt Poxtificum, qui omnes omnium conatus 
ad fidem, ad difciplinam veterem inftaurandam, 
infana fua potentia tam diu irritos fecerunt ? 

Fuere quidem Ecclefiaftica confilia, ut & alia 
omnia, non Deorum, fed hominum concilia ; quid 
igitur miremur, fi ab tis quoque humanis affectibus 
nimium eft indulaim ? Abfurdiffime vero queruntur 
adverfarit Synodorum decreta ex majoris partis fen- 
tentia pendere, cum aliter fier! conventuum natu- 

Voor. hl. M ra 
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178 => = Concio ad Cleruim 


ra nequaquam patiatur : nifi enim omnes in eandem 
fententiam unanimes eant, aut major pars minori, 
aut minor majori, aut neutra neutri praefcribat ne- 
ceffe eft. At vero ut minor pars ad fe majorem 
trahat, id perquarn iniquum ; ut neutra neutri cedar, 
Jonge abfurdiffimum ; hoc enim paéto conventus 
omnino omnes, quacunque de caufa habiti, inutiles 
prorfus reddentur ; cum uno quovis diffentiente, 
nihil decerni aut definiri queat. Quod unum igi- 
tur fupereft, major pars minori neceffe eft praefcri- 
bat: quod ut fuis non careat incommodis, eft ta- 
men unica agendi ratio, unde ea quae in delibera- 
tionem veniant, ad exitum aliquem deducantur, te- 
mere autem & maligne nimis Ecclefialticis conven. 
tibus in vitio vertitur, quod omnium individuum 
eft malum. Cum vero non raro eveniat, ut par- 
tium ftudiis abrepti, de veritate minus fimus folli- 
citi pravifque affectibus nimium indulgeatur ; hoc 
certe ex adverfariorum querelis lucri nos facere 
oportet, ut ab his maxime caveamus, qua cum ve- 
ra funt, fumma reprehenfione digna funt. Neque 
metus eft, ne dum follicite ab is abftineamus que 
adverfarii acerbius reprehendunt, in contraria vitia 
fenfim delabamur; a pravis enim affectibus nun- 
quam nimis recedere ; ab ira, odio, ambitione, invi- 

dia, nunquam animo nimis alieno effe poflumus, 
Clementia, lenitas, pacis amor, animus tran- 
quillus, moderatus, In neutram parte vehemens, 
nullum veritati afferunt difpendium, & ut afferant, 
magno tamen cum fcenore poft omnia re{tituent : 
his virtutibus nulla funt nobifmet ipfis vel orna- 
mento magis, vel adjumento ; nulla adverfantium 
animis fleétendis potentiores ; eam ad fuadendum 
vim 
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ad D. Pauli, 1722. 179 


vim habent, ut ingenuis animis quafi: tormentum 
adhibeant, eoique volentes in partes noftras tra- 
hant, quos nulla Ecclefize fylmina, null legum 
minz nolentes co adegiffent, 

His igitur animis fi conventus Ecclefiaftici ad 
res quae funt officii fui traétandas accedant, malevo- 
lorum hominum calumnias a fe facile depellent ; 
diffidiis componendis, qua Synodorum decretis 
augert & immortalia reddi queritantur, planam 
commodamque viam aperient; herefes in ipfo 
nafcendi articulo feliciter extinguent ; fidem pari- 
ter ac pacem Ecclefia integram illibatamque pra- 
ftabunt; omnibus denique patebit, viros ita ani- 
matos, nihil privatis fuis commodis tribuere, nihil 
pr ftudiis partium agere ; fed de veritate, de pub- 
lica tranquilitate, de populi in pietate profectu & 
falute unice follicitos effe ; lis unis ex animo ftu- 
dere. De quibus autem ita fentiat populus, is fe 
credit ultro, quoque velent fequetur : nemo enim 
fibi in animum inducit eorum confilis fententufque 
obniti, quorum de pietate’& prudentia plene con- 
ftat. Aut parum aut prave fapere duces cenfemus 
quos fequi nolumus ; tam inique vero fentire ce 
hominibus qut nullam de iis ita fentiendi caufam 
fecerint, id paucorum effe, imo nullorum arbi- 
tror. 

Sed de his fatis ; veniamus ad recentiora illa cri- 
minationum genera, que nos noftraque tempora 
propius tangunt. Ad hac pracipue animos adver- 
tere par fuerit, ex quibus, fi commode utamur, 
qualiacunque fint, fructum non exiguum feremus, 
Vera funt ? ut corrigamus quod peccatum eft, & 
diligentius in pofterum caveamus, ne ullus nfdem 
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180 ~ Concto ad Cleruim 


querelis locus fit : & ut minus vera fint qu cri- 
Minantur, cum inde fcire liceat qua vere dici ve- 
lint qui nobis male volant, ex iniquis corum cen- 
juris admonemur, ubi fummam nos operam pone- 
re oporteat, & a quo oflenfionum genere curatius 
abftinendum fit. Nimius fim, fi fingula memo- 
rem quz nobis objiciunt adverfarii; quos fi audias, 
fummam in ipfo Clero regnare morum corrupte- 
Jam, meliores vero literas pene extinétas jacere 
cenfeas, Sed hec mitto, qua apud gequos rerum 
ze{timatores minus ponderis habebunt, fi fecum re- 
puicnt nullum fuiffe tempus, quo non mores ma- 
gis caftigatos, literas autem cultiores merito defide- 
rares, Ea vero quibus non tam fingulos de clero 
impetunt, quam toti Ecclefiaftico ordini convitium 
faciunt, haec fere funt, 

Primo clamitant omnia apud nos turbarum & 
difidiorum plena effe, adcoque fruftra ab bujufmo- 
di hominum conventu boni aliquid fperari, Hluic 
autem contumelia ut fidem faciant, ad Synodos 
gua memoria noftra habita funt, provocant ; pa- 
trum {cilicet memoria, ad quos provocent non ha- 
bent; nam ante fauftiMimam illam rerum conver- 
fionem, qu ductu & aufpicis ferenMfmt GULI- 
ELMI ante annos plus triginta facta eft, per toti- 
dem fere annorum fpatium Synodi nulls celebra- 
te funt: ad eas igitur, qua ex illo tempore habi- 
tx funt plures, totos fe convertunt, ex 1s non va- 
num augurium de futuris duci pofic contendunt, 
Quis nefcit, inquiunt, nihil ab 1s profectum eff, 
unde five in Ecclefiam, five in rempublicam com- 
modi aliquid redicrit ? neque profecto melius 
quicquam fperari potuiffe ab hominibus, qui i 
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ad de Pauli, Tepe 181 


inter fe quidem convenirent ; contentionibus invi- 
c¢m graviffinus fummos duos Ecclefiafticos ordines 
Jaboraffe, capitalibus odiis utringue rem agi; & 
quod Jonge turpiflimum, in ipfo limine Synodos 
eas Impegiffe, de ipfis rerum tractandarum formu- 
lis exarciffe lites, qu nulla arte componi potue.- 
runt; unde factum ut confiliis Synodalibus aditus 
omnis penitus precluderetur. Res vero de quibus 
cum tanta animorum contentione difputatum eft, 
res nihili fuifle, populo judice, nedum digne 
erant ut lites de 1s ort tanta invicem fimultate 
agitarentur, aut ut tam diu durarent ; omnium au- 
tem minime par fuifle, ut levicularum adeo rerum 
gratia, negotiis gravioribus non exitus_ modo, fed 
iniium etiam obitruerctur. 

Hac adverfarii plenis manibus in nos inge- 
runt, hac urgent, his inftant, qui Synodis in- 
fenfiones funt. Nec difitendum quidem, quod © 
in hac criminatione precipuum eft, regnaffe per 
plures annos inter duas quas vocant Convocationis 
domos, de rebus fpecie exiguis diffidia non exigua ; 
atque inde factum, ut ex ils non id commodi in 
publicum fluxerit, quod merito fperavi poterat, 
Sed aequt judices, quibus aliquis rerum ufus eft, no- 
runtmulta que {pecie quidem funt exigua, re ta- 
men ipla plurim: momenti effe, & a minimis fie- 
pe maxima pendere 5 norunt contentiones de jure, 


cum qui litigant publicam perfonam fuftinent, non 
facile componi poffe, nec nifi graviffima de caufa al- 
terutros de jure fuo recedere debere 5 faepe vero eve- 
nire, ut neutri rationibus idoneis deftituantur, Minus 
autem mirandum fi lites hee diutius durarent, cum 
quaz una certe erat componendi via, perquam incom- 
mode deficeret, partim ex Synodorum infrequentia, 
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182 Concio ad Clerum 


partim quod vetera acta Synodalia funeftiffimo illu 
urbis incendio funt ablumpta. Sed nihil opus eft 
ut hac fubtilius perfequamur ; inique admodum in 
lites has confertur, quod egregiit nihil a Synodis 
hactenus fic praeftitum, cum jam plures anni fint, 
quod controverfiis ils finis imponatur. Ex illo 
autem tempore nullum fere Synodorum faétum eft 
periculum, cum vel nulla convenerint, vel fi con- 
vencrint, de rebus paulo gravioribus tractare non 
conceffum fuerit, Fruftra igitur adverfarii, ex 0 
quod preeteritis annis factum eft, de futuro conjec- 
turam faciunt: meliora jam ommia cum bona ip- 
forum venia fperare liceat; liceat augurari Syno- 
dum jam celebrandam velle fummopere cavere, 
‘ne vel nova: lites oriantur, vel veteres recrudefcant, 
ut in commune junctis ftudiis confulant. quod Fc. 
clefiaz reique publice fit utile ; animis denique 
tranquillis, defzecatis, xquis, modeftis, ad pacem 
compofitis, verique ftudiofis convenientes, - fedulo 
facturos, ne hoftibus ludibrium dcbeant, ullamve 
ccriminandl occafionem prebent its, qui occafionem velius, 
— Ajterum criminationum caput, quo Clerum pre- 
munt adverfari, eft, quod fuis fe finibus continere 
nefcii, femper aliquid novi mohantur, & indebita 
fibi jura vendicent; quod Ecclefiam folutam, h- 
beram, immunem prorius, & exemptam velint a 
fummi magiftratus imperio atque authoritute. Sed 
quo obfecro colore, qua vert fpecie hac Ecclefix 
Anglicanae Clero imputantur ? De Pontiticus qui- 
dem hac jure dixerint 5 res enim palam eit & in 
aperto ; dixerint de iis qui nupero {chifmate fe- 
ceffum a nobis facere, put quodammodo in Pont- 
ficiorum caftra tranfiffe videantur ; his adjunga, 
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GpelJel aul 72a. 183 


forfan & e noftris nonnullos, fed nec multos, nec 
magni nominis, qui in exemptionem iftam nimium 
quantum propendeant : totum vero Clerum hoc 
crimine gravare, & eo nomine in fummum paf- 
fim odium adducere, hac mera eft calumnia, 
Cum fententia ifta non modo fummi magiftratus 
authoritati deroget, ad quam omnium ubique gen- 
uum, omniumque retro temporum confenfu, fa- 
crorum cura jure attinet; fed & reformate apud 
nos religionis fundamenta convellat; ab hac crl- 
minatione, fi qua alia, Clerus fe immunem huc 
wfque preeftitit, Nuper admodum eft quod hice 
in terris caput fuum extulit hac Regii fuprematus 
impugnatio. Nec aliunde profluxiffe videtur, quam 
ab iis, qui, ut reformate religionis patroni cenfer1 
yelint, reformate: tamen fidei Defenfori, Regi op- 
‘timo infenfi funt ; nec aliam ob caufam Ecclefiam 
a magiftratu neutiquam pendere contendunt, quam 
quod Is fic ille magiftratus a quo pendeat, quem 
pro legitimo principe haber nolunt. 

Ab his hominibus profluxit prima hujus malt 
Jabes ; nec apud alios fere locum invenit, nifi qui 
cum iis de jure quoque regni paria fentiunt : quod 
ad caeteros attinet, haud dubie, ubi locus erit, cri- 
minis hujus fufpicione iniquiffime fe premi pronis 
animis oftendent, & alia omnia fentire, quam quaz 
maligne adeo iis imputantur. Lubentes fatebun- 
tur Ecclefias omnes ubique locorum receptas, quod 
ad externum earum ftatum, templa, reditus, ho- 
nores, emolumenta ; quod ad vim canonum quos 
tulerint, quod ad effectum omnem legitimum cen- 
furarum quas exerceant, quod denique ad omnes 
jurifdictionis coactivc modos fpeciefque fpectat, 4 
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184 § Concio ad Clerum 
femmis “itionum iftarum magiftratibus unice & in 
folhduns perdere 5; ecrumque effe de doétrinis etiam 
Ol 54s Counofcere 5 Mec quicquam quod fit pub- 
ficun, ab authoritate publica eximi debere, Fa- 
t buntur tum res, tum perfonas Ecclefiafticas, fum- 
ini magalftratus.imperio, jure gentium, fubjici; & 
ti de jure hoc lis moveri potuiffet, Ecclefiam tamen 
magiftratu: debuiffe fubjici, & tacito quodam patto 
fu reipta fubjeciff’, uc gratiam ipfi aliquam repen- 
dat pro fommis iftis beneficiis, quibus illam ma- 
eiftratus cumularit. Quze fane in hac BRIT AN. 
NIA noflra tot tantaque funt, ut fi magiftratus 
“Clero optionem integram relingueret, velit necne 
“Fcciefiam reipublice, ¢€o quo nunc eft modo, di- 
utius Hligari, an nexus omnes vinculaque quibus 
jam tenetur refolvi, Ecclefiamque priftina fua quam 
‘crepant Jibertate redonari ; ea lege, ut fua fibi ha- 
beat Eecieha, faa refpublica ; nullus dubitem quia 
“accrrimos exemptionis iftius patronas fententiae fu 
ftatim atque extemplo poeniterct, Sed quicquid 
ift: fenferint, in Clerum certe nullo fuo merito hoc 
‘crimen intentatur ; acta ipforuin Synodalia miu 
praz fe ferunt unde hoc in eos confletur odium : 
neque vero {criptis, vel multi ex iis, vel primari, 
nec dignitate nec literis praecellentes viri, feccrunt, 
quod toti Clero vitio vertatur :. paucorum autem 
ut culpa in omnes conferatur, contra jus  fafque 
eff, in confeffo eft, 
~ Sed justant porro adverfarii; fatentur quidem 
fententiam hanc non a mults palam & aperto ca- 
pite defendi ; fed a nullo non tacite foveri con- 
tendunt, & in finu amari. Unde vero hoc con- 
ftat? unde quod clam & in finu fovemys, his 
hominibus 


4 


la 5 a eh eR ee ™ 


Decal 


aoe! 


seat aan lett 


yaar’ ~l To aaa 


aS sips cede lina eninalli phigh 
mats totfob vl sesepmees 2 stot eo 
“ af) (Guy, Even BHM, é s1920N try 
i tal inix> Apdo, shatter 
mal cilirisiat renal Tay Hi 253 GUT FT 


#: paydut suing su oltaqnar arta itggete i bl ’ ; 


i oe 


BsitsTt ant ost anaoy havo zl sed ob 


olay ecoonp aa ah bani Miele 
2. ake “nitdt nani ‘qi iteterg 7 (Riolil 
cw anelly wien up airiibasl ‘isi rimuntzil.o al, 
MATLAB oat nit cot caD . dircuaws desig 

a i tua gael Mipaink] Jui vallon, # wn 

i iw gotupnibey mimi he i. 

ih chon fis ssn up. ao orale o iT 
alias an rs esecaste, miaauit 1s ; 
map si enilinig aupensitybaalt ich ome ie 
dh ntw sys oo sino SUE 
aiap tiosidub rullua » soduyten tol seilsigad tnd 
So) oi eso vung, e100 Nh RBH MIKS EOL 
wt ie bot = Jaina, oly) anp ae 
sot en oct olfya. sha sot ob. Jnte 
cam. Rilgiptye rhArUONey Sie 7 WILIOBM, oe 

s erulieg Anesflaoa 269. At page wo 
Jinaiing to xii xo This Toy 
sntost hiv eaneileoay simi 
att MeO . = NN city: © 107 7 
supizt af gIno> asia xno i > i 


ou 


ales 


prolitepy “upmecet inn 
4 ons crv ehaay eshte 
oo Travel esiper ne olla 
: sod ow obaid> Jame an 
al genset anil ato, iru b 


eoSamdoth 
7 


ee 


ad D. Pouli, 1722. 186 
hominibus innotuit? fi ilis credas, certa habent 
unde hoc fciri poffit indicia; nec feriptis fcilicet,” 
nec concionibus ad populum hanc nos fententiam 
refutare, aut fupremaium Regium tueri, nec fen- 
tentig iftius authores cenfura ulla Synodica ferire : 
quas fcilicet doctrinas non damnamus, eas probare 
merito cenfend: fumus. Huic denique calumnia 
hinc etiam fpeciem aliquam querunt, quod cum 
hofce homines non wgre patiatur Clerus fententiam 
fuam ip vuleus propagare, facilem tamen & pro- 
clivem admodum fe oftendat ad cenfuras in eos 
exercendas, qui poteftatem Ecclefiafticam in ordi- 
nem cogere, & infra quod par erat deprimere vi- 
deantur. Heec adverfarii, que fi fingula refelle- 
rem, nimium fe diffunderet oratio, | 

Quod vero, fpatiis difclufus iniquis ipfe nequeam, 
id vos penes erit nullg negotio facere.; vobis, fi- 
‘quidem confeffus celebrandi copia fiat, in poteftate 
erit argumentis fumme compendiariis, nec minus 
‘invictis monftrare, quam procul ab hoc crimine 
‘abfitis, 8& quam fuftinetis hoc nomine invidiam, 
amoliri omnem, & longe fummovere. 

Norint interea adverfarii, Clero quidem non 
fuiffe occafionem Synodice dicendi quid in hac 
caufa fentiant ; nunquam vero defuiffe qui fupre- 
matum Reejum feriptis erudite tuerentur 5 nullum- 
que adeo dubitandi locum effe, quin primo quoque 
tempore palam fiat vos in utramque partem pec- 
cantibus pariter infenfos efle, 8& media quodam- 
modo via incedere ; nec ultra limites a vetere Ec- 
clefia pofitos, regnique hujus legibus definitos vel- 
tram extendere velle poteitatem, aut novi quic- 
quam juris affectare, unde vel populi in fiers liber~ 
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186 Cibo ad Clerus 


tati vis inferatur, vel aliqua in civilem magiftratum 

injuria derivetur, 
-Tertia, eaque fane graviffiima, in Clerum crimi- 
natio eft, quod malo in Regem domumque Re. 
‘giam fint animo, mala fide; quod in feditionem 
fint proclives, rerumque novarum ftudiofi ; quod 
‘Multa proterve, infolenter, factiofe faciant in Re. 
‘gis contumeliam, ad ipfum folio deturbandum, & 
Jus Succeffionis convellendum, legibus licet fandif. 
fimis conftitutum, femper paratiffimi. Dolet pro- 
fecto, vehementer dolet, hanc faltem criminatio- 
nem non licere ex omni parte fictam falfamque 
dicere. Quam vellem unum hoc officii mei effet 
ut vobis ex animo & fincere gratularer ob propen- 
fam Cleri-in Regiam Majeftatem benevolentiam, 
ob obfequium ab omnibus inculpate preftitum, ob 
preclara fidei exempla nulla labe contaminate ; 
quod tum Ecclefia tum reipublice falus, & Reli- 
ionis quam profitemur indoles, & folennia illa 
quibus nos ad Regem domumque Regiam tuendum 
devinximus Juramenta, enixe flagitant ! Quam vel- 
Jem heec criminatio, fi non penitus refelli poflet, 
in unum tamen alterumque tantum merito caderet! 
Sed proh pudor! nimis quam fpeciofa eft hac ad- 
verfariorum querela, nimis quam Jate patet ; non 
diflimulandum eft e Clero plures effe, qui officio 
fuo non modo turpiter defuerint, fed & contra fe- 
cerint. Neminem vero qui hac infamia laborat, 
ad hanc ‘Synodum legari temere credendum eft, 
cum Jegati crimen in legantes recidat, atque ita 
untus culpa in plures diffunderetur,  Adverfarii 
quidem, qui nihil magis velint, quam ut huic cri- 
minationt fides habeatur, totum fere Cleri ordinem 
hoc 
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aa D. Pauli, 1722. 184 


hoc nomine infamant, & in odium adducunt; fi. 
contra Regem nihil, at pro Rege parum feciffe 
clamitant, Itane vero? parumne eft, quod qua- 
cunque in caula Regia fcripta funt, ab iis fere 
fcripta funt ? parumne eft, quod cum nupero con- 
juratorum fcelere refpublica in prefentiffimum dif 
crimen adduceretur, Epifcopi, qui tum in orbe 
erant plurimi, uno animo, atque examplo plane 
ovo, palam, aperte, prolixe, verbifque concep- 
tifimis fuam erga Regem fidem, quamque vehe- 
menter ab impiis iftis confiliis abhorrerent, {cripto 
profitebantur ; omnefque ad parem fidem preftan- 
dam obnixe hortati funt ? parumne eft, quod am- 
plifimum illud Epifcoporum teftimonium Clerus 
ubique avidis animis exceperunt, fummoque con- 
fenfu, quantum poterant, fuum fecerunt ? heccine 
vim nullam habitura funt ad graviffimam hanc ca- 
jumniam diluendam ? habebunt certe apud « Ste 

omnes maximam, © | iia 
Sed inftant adverfaril, rogantque importuni, quid 
nunc egerrimus, quo fidum benevolumque in Re- 
gem animum teftatum faciamus; quid, quo popu- 
jum in hoc fummo rerum difcrimine, in officio tue 
contineamus. Cum publica tranquillitas nefario- 
rum hominum factionibus perturbatur, cum civlum 
fortuna, vita periclirantur, cum Regis ipfius falus 
in dubio vertitur, cum. Ljibertatis denique & Reli- 
-gionis caufa agitur; hoc, inquiunt, tempus poftu- 
lat, ut qui funt de Clero, vocem tube inftar attollant ; 
populumque magno fludio hortentur ad obedien- 
tiam Regi debitam: ut infelices & calamitolas fe- 
ditioforum exitus lis ab oculos ponant 3 ut memo- 
res faciant fanctiMfimi illius juramenti, quo plerique 
omnes” 
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188° Concio ad Cleriny 


omnes qui funt aliquo in numero, fidem fuam ob. 
{trinxerunt 5 quantumque fit perjurii flagitium, quo 
nihil atrocius, nihil, quod ultor fcelerum Deus 
acrius vindicabit ; ut periculum quod Ecclefie, 
quod reipublica, quod bonis omnibus imminet ex 
perditorum hominum confiliis, veris vividifque co- 
Joribus depingant 3 ut Papifini denique ingenium 
atque indolem omnia ad fe pro arbitrio rapientis, 
leges juraque omnia, divina, humana proculcantis, 
nottraque precipue BRITANNI® fubverfionem 
per fas nefafque indefinenter molientis ; ut hujus 
ingenium, infidum, fubdolum, cruentum altius 
animis infigant, Pige inquiunt adverfarii, viros 
oportuit Ecclefiatticos feciffe, qui in Regem bene 
animati funt. 

Oportuit fane, fatemur ultro ; & quin_ plurimi 
fecerint, quidnam dubitemus; fj qui vero quod 
fui eft officit nondum egerint, datur iis in prelenti 
reipublica difcrimine ampliffima occafio hanc a 
fe calumniam depellendi : licet jam omnibus, hoc 
crimine fefe expurgare, fideique in Regem non fu- 
cate teftimonium certiffimum praebere, 

Quis enim de Synodi hujus: fide dubitaverit, fi 
viderit €os officii fui memores, feditionem, perf- 
diam, perjurium, lafeque majeftatis crimen ex 
animo deteftari ;  felicitatem, que fruuntur fub 
equifimo optimi Principis imperio, gratis animis 
recolere ; omniaque qu bonos cives fidumque 
Clerum decet, fe praeftituros, fanéte polliceri ? nec 
incommode ex Synodi fuffragiis, quid ii quoque 
fentiant quorum perfonam futtinent, judicium ferri 
poffit: fed & iis jam fingulis facultas eft, in faa 
quemque Icclefia, quali fint in Regem animo, 
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ad D. Pauli, 1722. 189 


teftatum facere, fi gteges fibi commiffos officii 
fui moneant, ipfifque exemplo fint; fi Pontifici- 
orum dolos, fraudes, caedes, lanienas iis in me- 
moriam revocent ; fi quid metuendum fit a Prin- 
cipe itorum facris ab incunabulis enutrito, copiofe 
oftendant ; fi nefariorum hominum calumnias jn 
Regem optimum iniquiffime confictas diluant ; fi- 
demnque Principibus inviolatam legibus divinis pari- 
ter ac humanis deberi, diligenter doceant. Cleri 
certe maxime intereft hanc a fe criminationem pro- 
cul amovere, non tantum ut adverfariis os ob- 
ftruant, fed ut civium, ut procerum animos fibi 
concilient, ut Regiam fibi majeftatem benevolem 
propitiamque merito fuo reddant. Quod vero tan- 
topere corum intereft ut faciant, id jam fumma 
cum laude facere, fi libeat, licet. 

Has precipue criminationes in nos intentant ad- 
verfaril: quas nifi falfo nobis objici quis judici- 
bus conftiterit ; ut Synodus hominum ita anima- 
torum celebretur, nemo prudens, nemo qui pie- 
tatis, qui pacis, qui boni publici ftudiofus, fuaferic. 
Si tales conventuri eftis, quod de alio ccetu dixit 
Apottolus, bh LS TO KpeTOv, AM’ ey 7 niop Tw e rede, 
quod abfit ! oa 

Veftrum,, opinor, nemini ignotum eft, ut a 
multis acriter contendatur, non modo reipublica, 
fed & Ecclefiee, ipfique adeo Clero confultius effe 
atque utilius, ut folennes hi conventus penitus in- 
tcrmittantur 3 Cum rationes propter quas olim age- 
rentur, nullum jam locum habeant, nec quicquam 
fuperfit, in quo Synodi pro officit fui ratione fe 
exerceant: omnia enim que vel fidem vel difci- 
plina~ Ecclefice fpectant, articulis, canonibus, le- 
‘ gibus 
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190 Concio ad Clerum 

gibus, accurate doceri, definiri, firmari. Quor- 
fum igitur annui Cleri coetus ? Nonne ex omni 
parte praeftabilius eft, ut illi quorum eft domini 


gregem pafccre, domi fe contineant; ut plebem | 4 


fanis piifque concionibus erudiant, precibus, con- 
filiis adjuvent, bonorumque pattorum partes omnes 
ftudiofe impleant : ut denique qua fancte & fapi- 
enter a majoribus conftituta funt, & ipfi obfervent, 
& ab aliis, quantum in fe eft, obfervari faciant? 
~Nonne praftat homines Ecclefiafticos in hifce oc- 
cupari ? Ne quid dicatur de rebus eorum dometti- 
cis, quae plerumque funt tenues, anguftse, inopes, 
quzeque adeo ut tis vacent impenfe poftulant: non- 
ne hoc optabilius, quam a domibus, a familiis fuis 
in Jonginquum evocari, non fine gravi & temporis 
& rei domettice difpendio ; magnamque anni par- 
tem hic in urbe otiari, fub oftentu quidem Syno- 
dales confeflus celebrandi, Ecclefiaque res agendi; 
verum reipfa, ut nihil agant, vel illa folum, que, 
fi non inutilia, nequaquam tamen funt Ecclefiz ne- 
ceflaria 2? Heaec incommoda & effe maxima, nec 
vitari pofle, fi qui ad Synodos legati funt, eo fre- 
guentes confluant : quod fi confeffus non fuerint 
frequentes, nec zquum effe, ut qua: gravioris fint 
momenti, a paucis’ tractentur; nec fi quid defini- 
erint, apud ipfum Clerum, nedum apud populum, 
ponderis quicquam habiturum ; prefertin. cum ill 
paucit in eandem omnes fententiam non ierint, 
quod in rebus aliquantum arduis fruftra  fpere- 
mus: frequentium vero confeflum queenam funt 
utilitates, quibus certa eorum incommoda penfani 
pomint ? 
He fere funt quae contra omnes omnino Syno- 
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ad D. Pauli, 1722. 1g1 


dos in hedierna Ecclefize ftatu afferri folent ; atque 
hec quidem afferuntur non modo ab hominibus 
qui funt alieniore in Clerum animo, fed ab iis etiam, 
quos nec infenfos, nec iniquos, nec rerum imperi- 
tos dixeris. 

Nec fane fpeciofa hzec effe negaverim ; confeftus 
aut frequentes efle oportere, aut nullos, id vero 
equum effe nemo non concefferit. Quin & eum 
Ecclefiee ftatum effe, ut pleraque que alicujus funt 
momenti, jam occupata fint, & conftituta; id quo- 
que, fi contendatur, non magnopere repugnave- 
rim; fed nec dederim nihil fupereffe, in quo lc. 
clefiaftica utiliter concilia operam fuam collocent , 
nec tanta & tam gravia effe incommoda, que ex 
conventibus hifce neceffario enafcantur. Quod 
enim ad prius attinet, nullane funt rerum capita, 
que a Synodo in Ecclefize aut reipublicae commo- 
dum tractari queant? Certe, fi via poffit aliqua 
iniri componendi diffidia quibus jam nimium diu 
laboramus 3 fi ratio conciliationis aliqua excogitari 
cum iis, qui a nobis difceffus fecerunt; fi quic- 
quam fieri poffit, quo canonibus fua vis, fuus honos 
reddatur ; quo mali mores felicius corrigantur ; 
quo offenfionum caufae ex Ecclefia tollantur; quo 
jurifdictionis Ecclefiafticee vitia reformentur; fi 
quid, quo meliores literx, facree prafertim, inftau- 
rari poffint ; fi quid denique, quo juventus rectius 
inftituatur ; fi quidvis horum per Synodorum con- 
feffus obtineri liceret, fuimmo certe publico bono 
conventuras, infenfiffimi quique, nedum aqui rerum 
z{timatores, necefle eft concedant. 

Quod vero attinet ad graviffima illa quae memo- 
rantur incommoda; funt fane gravia, coque gra- 
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192 Concio ad Clerim 

viora quo frequentiora ; frequentiora vero noftris 
hifce funt temporibus, quam olim ; cum nunc an. 
nua fint, olim vero non: nifi intepofitis. intevallis 
fatis longis redierint; & ut Synodorum tempora 
Prequcmens redeunt, ita quo augeatur malum, div- 
tius durant, per magnam {cilicet anni cujufque par 
tem; ita jam redit labor aétus in orbem improbus, 
Nift igitur Clero non convenire modo detur, fed 
& de rebus gravioribus tractare, unde pietati, mo: 
ribus, fiteris, Ecclefiae paci, aut tranquillitati  rei- 
publicaz melius confulatur, vix dubitari poffit, quin 
homines otil, quietis amantes, malint religioni, li- 
teris, rebus domeflicis vacare, gregibus fibi com- 
miffis in pietate bonifque moribus erudiendis invi- 
gilare, quidvis denique domi agere, quam fedibus 
fuis quafi exulare, ut nihil agant. Sin agere con- 
cedatur quod Ecclefize, quod reipublice fit utile, 
hee & graviora quaeque incommoda hibenter devo- 
rabunt, Sunt quidem pertenui fortuna Cleri pars 
longe maxima, reique adco familiaris cura merito 
follicitos habet, nec facile pati poffunt quae ferunt 
Synodi difpendia : quibus vero vel fua dignitas, vel 
Cleri fuffragia, hoe quicquid eft oheris imponunt, 
ii fere funt quibus lautior res eft ; non quod opti- 
mus quifque fit in re lautiflima, aut quod ne in qui- 
dem quibus benignior fors fucrit, nullum inde fen- 
tiant Incommodum. 

Sed quorfum haec ? quemobrem prolixe memo- 
rem, que ultro citroque in hac caula jactari fo- 
Jent? ut videatis fcilicet, quo in loco res noftre 
funt, quantaque animi contentione opus eft, ne 
noftra culpa novum pondus majorque vis eorum 
accedat argumentis, qui adeo Synodis infenfi funt, 

ut 


a mn i CS em ce es EN i ili nails 


ential niin 
=§ 


= 7 aad ee st QP RO SP EP a =— er. © es be mn Mes 
LA i 7 2 i - A i 


FAS ae 3 \on vem), 
qian oy 23 liiMopow< monsupylel 
arsten oo. 7 lo miaep mated i 
gievni aaioqend an wor omy milo palh 
a nat onioboaye ou % ¢ Inityibot eignol cl 
seule Koen ep gal aausiot cmap | 
7 uh innx dagiiSt Sterne: 394 oa 
votewtot endive 3 tks eel thaw oust 7 Oa) 
i swith okhom stave? oot ae 
ann indeigg Show yada udpemeryg ¢ & 
ra iaeMippeand thn aig wag fl adie 
: ? diteq nigel xive gttatillann 1, 
dnatgthe Wotiogt eoinstiie araup dite 
goa Wi snalingin oases siheeh aad 
i dhnavibins edhe sped maaaig ai 
wali A anwp siege imo sapiaa ¢ 
5syeme sang dulie 1 ¢ 


in i gbdingivy bop waited cng ad i ES 
“woh with sbormmoonhsupsep. e A 
iq iol geurct iureroy Maariv —" 
aro mur teuilimel ooh opin, 
tot sip wreltiog my old aon. 
Soto ase | ie aa malig 24 
Jamenrad gaara tis Ne 
«ity tangy wee pis eo senusd pce is 
ny od 2 teucp toe yanieuel oa-ag ah 4 
2 abo pilin Sree von 


Le 


omer Seley mandomnatip Schl e 
1 tehej, sued atal mt supotins 
mifton ext azol ni eup dsaileh prt: i 
at ffs axes snditisinad 7 up pe 
ing ely abproten abate van 
svh Thtal ahony? oobm ing 
iu 


ad D. Paul, 1733. 193 
ut omnino nullas celebrari velint, Si enim non 
fine quadam rationis fpecie difputetur, utiles necne 
fint Synodales conventus etiam tum, cum legati ad 
eos funt quales oportuit, pil, prudentes, moderati, 
veritatis pariter ac pacis ftudiofi, in rempublicam, 
in Regem bene animati ; qualis demum fuerit bo- 
norum omnium de Synodorum utilitate fententias 
fi fuerimus quales, qui funt ex adverfo, crimina- 
tionibus fuis nos videri volunt ? Si diffidia turbafque 
foveamus, fi ftudiis partium acti, aut proprii qua- 
ftus vel honoris gratia, publicam pacem perturbe- 
mus ; fi nobis poteftatem arrogemus, qualis nec 
cum libertate Chriftiana, nec cum falute reipub- 
lice, magiltratufque fummi juribus ftare poterit ; 
fia regni legibus immunitatem Ecclefie, id eft, 
nobifmet ipfis fub Ecclefize nomine, vindicemus 5 
fi denique conculcatis fan¢tiffimis juramentis idem 
Regia majettati datam nefarie violemus ; omnes 
qui religioni, qui patria, qui Regi bene volunt, 
unanimes cenfebunt ipfum non tantum pro jure 
fuo, quod poffit, fed etiam bene & prudenter, quod 
debeat agere, fi Synodales conventus vel penitus 
intermitti, vel in aliud tempus differri jubeat, cum 
major {pes affulferic note melioris homines con- 
venturos, eofque Anes obtineri pofle, qui fol: digni 
funt propter quos conveniant. 

Quid igitur ? egone hujus Synodi confeffibus 
differendis aut intermittendis author fim ? Minime 
vero; hac alterius fori quaftio eft: Ego quidem, 
cum videam quales quantique vitl mihi jam ob 
oculos verfantur; cum videam quo fub Preefide 
confeffus fuos habituri funt, quo nemo Iliteris or- 
natior, virtutibus inftruftior, prudentia folertior 5 
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194. ~ Concio ad Clerum 


nemo in Ecclefiam, in rempublicam, in regem 
animo benevolo magis & propenfo eft 5 ex hujus 
Sy nodi conciliis mihi non fauftum fperari poffe, fi 
in commune confulere confeflum fit, habco mihi .| 
perfuafiffimum : atque adeo, fi Regia majeftati & 
aliter vilum fuerit, non id in caufa effe, quod fi- 
niftram aliquam de vobis veftroque ergo ipfum ob- 
fequi fententiam foveat; fed quod tempora per 
turbatiora fint, quam quibus res graves arduaeque 
commode tractari queant 5 quodque arbitretur eos 
qui in ipfum bene animati funt, ubivis locorum 
operam fuam utilius collocare poffe, in tanto ani- 
mortim divortio, cumque prafens reipublics peri- 
culum omnium oculos ad fe trahat, quam fi hic 
diftineantur in levioris tantum momenti rebus trac- 
tandis occupati, Quicquid vero Regie majeftan 
confultius vifum fuerit, meminerimus noftrum eft 
in utrumque paratos agere, quod banos viros pro- 
bofque cives deceat; Deo Regique quee fua funt 
reddere 5 Religionem que a Deo eft, doétrina tu- 
eri, moribus ornare; Regem omni obfervantia co- 
Jere, houore affcere, amore profequi, jura  ejus 
omnia, preecipne autem fuprematum defendere, 
vindicare ; preces pro eo ardentiffimas ad Deum 
fundere, vitam orantes illi prolixam, imperium fecu- 
ruin, domum tulam, exercitits fortes, fenatum jidelem, 
populum probum, €P queciunque bominis SF Regis vola 
jurt 2 in omnibus denique que noftri funt officiy, 
populo prieire, & diligentifime profpicere, ne “ 
Ecclefice vel 1 -eipublice tranquillitas, noftra aliqua 

culpa in difcrimen adducatur, 
Si tales nos dederimus, dabimus autem fi Dei 
eloria, fi amor patric, fi propri exiftimationis 
cura 
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cura quicquam tangit, non 1i modo qui nobis bene 
volunt, gratulabuntur omnem adverfariis calumni- 
andi anfam ereptam; fed ab illis ipfis etiam lau- 
dem invitis extorquebimus, Sin ita beatis effe non 
liceat, bonis certe zequifque omnibus nos probabi- 
mus, fummi regni ordines, qui tutelz noftre nun-’ 
quam defuerunt, impenfius nobis favebunt; Re- 
gi denique clientele his fi modis nos commen- 
dabimus, nihil eft quod ab ipfo non fperemus $ 
Ecclefiam quam fancte recepit confervandam, lu- 
bens & ex animo tueri perget. Poftremo, fi hifce, 
uti par eft, officiis fedulo fungamur, Deum ipfum, 
in cujus manu funt corda Regum, quique animos 
populorum quocunque velit pro arbitrio flectit, no- 
bis demerebimur, ut votis noftris benigne annuat, 
ut Ecclefiam hance laudem in terra ponat, & ejus 
miniftros & antiftites numine fuo protegat, & a 
malo liberet, ille Rex regum, ille folus potens, cujus 
unius eft regnum, ES potentia, &S gieria, in fecula fe- 
culorum. Amen. 
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T WoO 


SERMONS 


I. Concerning the Duty of the SuByect. 


II. Setting forth the Sin and Folly of entring 
into CONSPIRACIES againft the prefent 
GovERNMENT. 

Preached in the Cathedral at Worcefler, on 
November 18, and 25. 1722. 


Rio Manly teil. 
Let every Soul be fubject unto the higher Powers, For 


there 1s no Power but of God: The Powers that ° 


- be,are ordained of God. 

Whofoever therefore refifieth the Power, refifteth the 
Ordinance of Gods; and they that refift, foall re- 
ceive to themfelves Dainnation. 
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ever it is the Duty of Chriftians to practice, that it 
is the Duty of the Minifters of Cbrif to preach. 
But among the Daties required of Chriftians by the 
Author of our Fiith, Obedience to the Magiftrate 
is evidently one, and that not the leaft, The firft 
Preachers of the Gofpel, the Apoftles themfelves, 
have fet usan Example in this Particular; St. Pau? 
in the Text, and St. Perer in his firft Epiftle. And 
what St. Paul did himfelf, he in very exprefs 
Terms commands Titus to do, and in him all 
other Preachers of the Gofpel, Chap, iit. Ver. 1. of 
his Epiftle to him ; Put them in Mind, fays he, to 
be fubjett to Principalities and Powers, to obey Ma- 
giftrates, to be ready to every good Work that is, to 
do in every Thing the Pare of good Subjects ; for 
that feems to be meant, by every good Work, 

This then we are in Strictnefs obliged to, as 
Minifters of Chriff, and Preachers of his Gofpel. 
And as nothing is of more Importance to the Wel- 
fare of Society, than a peaceable Submiffion to 
Authority, the Laws of the Land do in the ftron- 
geft Manner require of us the fame Duty ; and the 
Church hath given us an Example for the due Per- 
formance of it, in her Homilies againft Rebellion. 
It is true indeed, that Difcourfes of this Kind have 
for many Years been in great Difufe, and that 
Difufe is now made an Argument againft them 
by the Malignancy of fome People, who like no 
Politicks in the Pulpit, but fuch as their Governors 
would not like. They are well enough pleated to 
hear Sedition from thence ; they will hearken with 
great Attention to a Preacher who entertains them 
with Satyr and Invective again{ft their Superiors, 
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and without Modefty or Truth, arraigns the Govern. 

ment, though to the apparent Ditturbance of that 

Peace and Order; which by the Laws of God and 

Man he is bound to maintain: But if a Preacher 

tells them of their Duty in thefe Matters, and ex. 

horts them to fhew themfelves good Subjects, he 

goes, they think, out of his Sphere, and meddles 

with Things that do not concern him, and which 

are not proper for that Place. But it isin Truth 
far otherwife, and what they think a Fault to do, 
it would be very inexcufable, if, upon proper Oc- 
cafions, Preachers did not do, If fuch Arguments 
have of late Years been feldom handled in the 
Pulpit, it has not proceeded from any Confciouf- 
nefs in them, that it is a Bufinels improper and 
unbecoming, nor indeed from any defigned Neg- 
lect of what they knew to be their Duty ; but 
becaufe they thought there was little or no Occafi- 
on for it, as indced in quiet Times there is not, 
The Pcople of this Nation, God be thanked, are 
not ordinarily, and of themfeves, inclined to Tu- 
mult and Sedition, much lefs to take Arms and 
break out into Rebellion: There is no Danger of 
this from the Generality of the People, unless 
they are opprefl.d by great and real Grievances, or 
by the artful #ndeavours of factious Men are made 
to belicve, and flrongly to apprehend imaginary 
ones. For this Reafon there is feldom much Oc- 
eafion to prefs on the People, in fet Difcourfes, 
their Duty to the King, efpecially fince it is by the 
Wifdom of the Gee worked into every Part 
of the publick Service ; and if they are, by the 
Difcourfes they hear from the Pulpit, made good 
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Chriftians, it 1s impoffible they fhould be ill Sub- 
jects. 

This is the Reafon of that Difufe thefe Dit. 
courfes have fallen into. But when the Times 
grow unquiet, when a Spirit of Sedition fhakes 
the Land, when the Difattection of fome, and the 
Indifference of others, encourages an implacable 
and reftlefs Faction to take new Life, and employ all 
their wicked Arts to difturb the publick Peace, 
and attempt the Subverfion of the Government ; 
when to this End no Means are left unattempted to 
infufe caufelefs Jealoufics into the People; when 
falfe and odious Colours are put upon every Part 
of the Adminiftration; when the very Perfon of 
the King, and the’ Dignity of his Auguft Houfe 
are calumniated and vilified; when every Corner 
of our Streets, and not the Corners only, but even 
the publick Places, are filled with the molt virulence 
and treafonable Libels: When this is the Cale, 
then for the Minifters of the Gofpel to be filent, 
4s highly criminal; it is then their indifpentable 
Duty to lift up their Voice, and to fhew Jacob their 
Sins, and Dfrael their Tranfereffions , they are then 
inexcufable before God and Man, if they do not 
all they can, to ftem this Torrent of Sedition, to 
refute the Lies and Calumnies of faétious Men, 
to arm the People againft the Impreffions, which 
Sedition, under the Difeuife of Patriotifm, endea- 
vours to make upon thems; and to keep them 
ftedfaft in their Duty to God and the King. For 
the King is the AZmifter of God 5 and if we 
would be true to God, and do his Will, we mutt 
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200 4 Sermon preached at the 
be true and faithful to the Vicegerent he hag fet 
over US. 

{ with this were not our Cafe, and confequently 
that there were no Occafion for a Ditcourfe of 
this Nature ; but it is too notorious to be denied ; 
the Times do loudly ery the contrary, and call 
us to the Dilcharge of this Part of our Duty, 
There has long bets difcovered a dangerous Con- 
{piracy, a monttrous and unnatural Defign, aim- 
ing at nothing lefs than the Overthrow of our 
prefent happy Eftablifhment, and to deftroy the 
King, and the whole Proteftant. Royal Family. 
What the Clergy think to be their Duty on this 
Occafion, may be feen in the late dutiful and af- 
fectionate Addrefs of the Two Houfes of Convoca- 
tion: In Difcharge of what is there promiled, and 
for the important Reafons there given, I have 
chof-n this memorable Paffage of St. Pau/, con- 
cerning the Suwdjeé?s Duty to the higher Powers, 
to ete upon you from thence a Senfe of your 
Allegiance, and to convince you of the Sin and 
Folly of going into, or any Way encouraging the 
Endeavours of wicked Men for the Subverfion of 
the prefent Government, whatever plaufible or 
f{pecious Pretences their black Defigns are covered 
with, Bat before Ido this, which will fll a Dif 
courte itfelf, it will be neccffary to explain to you, 
as clearly as J. can, what it is St. Paul here fays, 
and to give you the true and full Meaning of 
thefe areas? ; it having been their Misfortune, in 
the Heat of Controverfy, to be forced into op- 
pofite Extremes ; many making them a juft Ground 
fur a paffive Obedience to all Governors, howe- 

ever 
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ever unjuft and oppreffive, in the moft abfolute and 
unlimited Manner ; others,‘on the contrary, pre- 
tending to find in them Grounds and Reafons for 
Refiftance in fome Cafes; when it is moft certain 
that neither the one, nor the other, can with Juft- 
nefs be inferred from them. The Words them- 
felves contain firft a Duty, and then the Motives, 
or Arguments on which the Apoftle grounds it. 
Let every Soul be fubjett to the bigher Powers, There 
isthe Duty: For there is no Power but of God: 
The Powers that be, are ordained of God. There 
js the Ground on which the Obedience of the Sub- 
yeét is founded : From whence it follows, by unde- 
niable Confequence, that he who refifteth the Power, 
that is, refufeth to acknowledge the Government, 
and to yield the Obedience he ought to pay to 
it, (which Refufal, whatever Way it be exprefled 
at firft, fooner or later, it almoft always ends ip open 
Force or Violence, and fo very properly termed 
Refiftance) refiffeth the Ordinance of God. And 
what can they, who do fo, expect from thence, 
but that they fhall thereby recerve to themfelves 
Damnation ? 

The Duty is contained folely in thefe Words 5 
Let every Soul be fubjef? to the bigher Powers. elite 
Perfons to whom Subjection is due, are here called 
the higher Powers 5 that is, thofe who are invefted 
with the fupreme or fovereign Authority, in the 
feveral Governments the World is divided into, 
Whether one Perfon or many govern,. whether 
it be a Common-wealth, or Ariftocracy, or Mo- 
narchy, and whatever Kind that Monarchy be of, 
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Whatever the Government be, all Perfons living 
under it are by this Text equally obliged to pay 
Obedience to it; there jg no Preference intended 
to be given by it to one Form of Government be. 
fore another. The higher Powers in each and 
every one of them have, in virtue of this Text, 
a Right to the Obedience of their Subjeéts, of 
all their Subjeés without Exception; Let every 
Soul, that is, every Perfon, Le fubject to ibe higher 
Powers. Were is no Exception for any Perfons, 
of whatever Condition or Profeffion : Ecclefiaf. 
ticks are bound to obey the Civil Magiftrate, as 
much as the meaneft of the Laity ; this, fays St, 
Chry/oftom upon the Place, is enjoined to Prief and 
Monks equally with others; for St, Pau] fays, Let 
every Soul be fubjec ; every Soul, “ rhouh be be 
“* an Apoftle, though be be an Evangelift, though he 
“* be a Prophet, whoever he be, he mufe be Jubjedl 
“to the higher Powers.” Thus St. Chry/oftoin. So 
little did the Bithops of the Christian Church at 
that Time dream of that Exemption from the 
Authority of the Civil Magiftrate, which the 
Clergy of the Church of Rome have fince claimed ; 
and which fome other Ecclefiafticks feem unwil- 
ding to renounce, while they adt, as if they had a 
Right to confpire and rebel with more Impunity 
than other Men, But if we will hear S¢. Paul, if 
we will hear the moft learned of the Fathers com- 
ment on him, Rebellion in an Excclefiaftick is 
equally criminal, as jn any other Man; his Guilt 
before God is at leaft the fame, if not greater, 
and the Adixifter of God has therefore an equal 
Right to punith him, 
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But there is no need of more Words to prove, 
either who are the Objects of the Obedience here 
enjoined, or from whom it is due. The Object is 
the Magiftrate ; and who that in Faét is, except in 
Times of Confufion and Anarchy, the Subject 
cannot but know, and more he need not, as will 
appear hereafter; and the Maeiftrate all Perfons 
mutt obey. All the Difficulty is about the Na- 
ture and Extent of this Obedience, which can ne- 
ver be deduced with any Certainty from this fingle 
Word, vaorataw, be fubje?. From hence in- 
deed we fee, that Subjeétion or Obedience is due ; 
but for the Degree of Subjection or Obedience, 
there is nothing in this fingle Word can ferve as 
a Meafure to us; to fettle this, we mutt fetch in 
other Helps, which either Reafon or Scripture 
can furnifh us with : For the fame Word is ufed 
of the Obedience required from Wives to Hus- 
bands ; from Servants to Matters 3 from the Peo- 
ple to their Paflors 5 and in general, from Cbri/- 
tians to one another, Ie is plain therefore, no 
Bounds or Meafures of Obedience can be fettled 
from this fingle Word, fince it is ufed of Perfons 
in fo many Relations, each of which require a 
different Degree of Subjection to be paid to them, 
Nay, in fome Infances, the Expreffion 3s made 
ftronger by the Addition of other Words, than 
itis here, as Hph. v. 22. . Wives fubsmt your felves 
unio your own Husbands, as unto the Lord; as in 
the next Chapter he bids Servants to be obedient to 
their Mafters, as to the Lord; in which latt Place, 
though the Verb be not the fame, yet it 1s ea 

0 


_ wz 


08 sort fisncW nt 
ow ot eaoW mam to fear bas i 
_ red soenkedO ghia ARO ah err tly 
“Mi EO oT subel dt onde ee ay 
nt tyvane et Hel nt telly ow bas : | 
Kajde® at doienA fine nonin foe Hn xi 
. Ew en Jon hor ed sam Bae “worl Sued sonn 
aaora'l Us sterigeM oi bar; walisinad esa 
“A ot qwode af yhosiiti sdk 1A nds ae 
e062 Hide sorslhedt) ally Yo aun an oun 
lund aids mon wwlens es chive baotibah 3d yyy 
“i - 2nd mort . Pa v4 vt ewaly dao w 
: Ltide: sorties }O-40 "Roifieiud reds sat vw baal” 
eteots HiedO so aoifsidu2 tn engl adh rol sud © 
GH makt ne 5 Dw VW. sigaM ails ai goulien a sant 
nt aleet Dum ow ii stage) fev oF aulesM 4 : 
T4i7E To nolesS wis aide us ok . 
botu 6 io W amch odd oT dive a 


— 

“40H 09) tmviW mort boidupss s003ib30dC) sf 

ok a8 comp eheM or ante? sot ed 
“\yek) tot lei ni ban Tegher 
any nolan: icky af st amhonn 246 or im a 
babel ad a? sanmifedO Yo ra 
eel Yo fete a Sarit bow 

r al tudv te iors social Ay 

nls 3 Ivey od oy Mit ade 
slick a nodiowed - ot 4 eat 
nun thioW wie Jon 
Away timid see as fm 
i 06 gh why quae an dhe vhink 
el Muheds od Gi of 
oct final doidwe ak* a8 © “te 


Vihcce a 4i IY Peat silt 3 
to 


ra rie < 


204 A Sermon preached at the 


of the fame Import. ‘There is no Manner of Dif. 
ference in this Argument, between Var doed, and 
u7axtey : and therefore as he ufes the latter here 
to exprefs the Duty of Servants, fo Tit, ii, 9. he 
ufes the other, where he exhorts Servants to de obe- 
dient to their own Masters, and to Please them well 
in all Things; and both Words are rendred alike 
in the ExglifP. And Col. ili. 20. the fame Apo- 
{tle exhorts Children zo obey their Parents jy all 
Things. re Titva, Vranter: ie Pevevor yT mtyrn, 
Thefe are as flrong Expreffions as can well be con- 
ceived, and yet it is certain and allowed of all, 
that Obedience is not { enjoined by them, as to 
exclude all Limitation or Exception. Much le 
can an abfolute and unlimited Obedience be infer- 
red from a fingleWord, when no fuch Additions are 
made to give a farther Strength and Force to the 
Expreffion. No, to do this, to find what Obedi- 
ence is here required, we mutt, as I have faid, call 
in other Helps ; and thefe muft be fetched from 
Reafon and Scripture, from the Law of Nature 
and Nations, but above all, from the Laws of the 
refpective Governments every Man is under, 

This Word, let bim be fubjeE, is by the Confent 
of all good Interpreters to be underttood, not in 
a paffiive, but in a reciprocal Senfe, let him Subjed 
dimfelf, that is, yield Submiffion and Obedience 
to the higher Powers. Here then it is at firft Siche 
evident, that this Limitation mutt be underftood, 
that it be in Things lawful; for both Reafon and 
Scripture teach us, that we mutt obey God, rather 
than Man, But what if our Governors notwith- 
{'anding infift upon a Compliance with them, 
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and threaten to punifh a Refufal in the moft ex- 
emplary Manner, or any other Way injure and 
opprefs thofe they fhould protect ? what a Sub- 
miffion is then due from us, is the great Queftion ; 
whether in virtue of this Precept, when we cannot 
by an aétive Obedience comply with our Superi- 
ors, a paffive one then begins, and we are obliged 
by it patiently to fuffer whatever they infli@t, and 
tamely to fubmit to the Invafions of our civil or 
religious Rights, however illegal or unjuft; and 
whether this be the Duty of all Subjects in all 
Cafes, and not only of private and fingle Perfons, 
but of whole Nations, And many, it is well known, 
have underftood this Text in this extended Senfe, 
as obliging to a paffive Obedience in all Cafes 
whatfoever, becaufe, in their Opinion, to enjoin 
Obedience to the Magiftrate in all Things lawful, 
isa poor Bufinefs, fcarce worthy the Apoftle ; it 
is fo plain a Duty, that no body can be ignorant 
of it, much Jefs can it be thought the Apoftle | 
would enjoin it with fo much Earneftnefs, and in- 
force it with fo many and fuch ftrong Expreffions, 
as he does here, and in the following Verfes. 

But this Objection is, I conceive, without Foun- 
dation, and arifes, partly from a very wrong, 
though very common Notian, concerning the Per- 
fetion of the Scriptures, as if it were requifite to 
that Perfection, that the Scriptures fhould contain 
Anfwers to all Queftions, and Solutions of all 
Difficultics, upon all Subjeéts that have any Re- 
lation either to Religion or civil Life, and in all 
Times, at what Diftance foever from the Writing 
of them ; (than which no one Thing feems to 
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have occafioned more falfe Interpretations) and 
partly from the want of fufficiently confidering 
what the Apoftle’s Defign in this Place is, with 
what View he writes, what gave Occafion to it, 
what falfe Doctrine or prevailing Error he intend- 
ed to oppofe,. The Knowledge of which is the 
only good Key to the Opening the true Meaning 
of this Patlage: Which I fhall therefore endea- 
vour to explain to se with all the Clearnefs | 
can. 

The Defign then of the Apoftle, I take, cer. 
tainly to have been this ; To convince the Fei 
Christians, that it was not only lawful, but their 
Daty to fubmit to the Koman Government ; and 
by that Means to remove the mott fata! and per- 
nicious Imputation that could be thrown on Chrij 
and his Religion, by removing all juft Caufe for 
it; which by the indifcreet Zeal of many of them 
had been given, and by their Enemies Occafions 
were taken, when not given. It is moft evident 
nothing could do io much Hurt to the Chriftian 
Religion in its Infancy, as to have it thought an 
Iinemy to Governinent. It was this Imputation 
that condemned our Saviour hinifelf: The High. 
Pricfts indeed in their Council declared him guilty 
of Death for Blalphemy, in making himfelf che 
Son of Gods but that which was made his capital 
Crime, whcn acculed to the oman Governor, was, 
that he was an Enemy to Ce/er, and fet up him- 
felf as King, in Oppofitioa to him, Thus we 
read, Lwke xxi. 1, 2. The whole Multitude of them 
arofe, and led him unio Pilate, and they began to ac- 
cuje him, faving, we found this Iellow perverting the 
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Nation, and forbidding to give Tribute to Cefar, fay- 
ing, that he bimfelf is King. And ‘fobn xix, 12. 
when Pilate had a Mind to releafe him, as finding 
nothing worthy of Death proved againft him, the 
Jews cried out, faying, if thou let this Man go, thou 
art not Ceefar’s Friend: whofoever maketh himfelf a 
King, fpeaketh agains Cafar. And when Pilate 
asked them, faying, fball I crucify your King? the 
chief Priefts anfwered, we have no King but Ceefar. 
And upon this Pilate delivered him to be crucified, 
yas, 10; 

Thus early did the Charge of Sedition and Trea- 
fon begin again{t that Religion, which in the Na- 
ture of it is the fartheft in the World from it. It 
brought the Author of it to the Crofs, and was no 
Jefs fuccefsfully urged again{t his Followers, their 
Enemies well knowing, that no Accufation could 
more effectually incenfe the Magiftrates every 
where again{ft them. Thus és xvii. 5, &e. upon 
Paul and Silas preaching at Theffalonica, the ‘fews 
enraged, took to them certain lewd Fellows, of the 
bafer Sort, and affaulted the Houfe of ‘fafon, and 
drew him, and certain of the Brethren, unto the 
" Rulers of the City, crying, Thefe that have turned 
the World upfide down, are come hither alfo, and do 
contrary to the Decrees of Celar, faying, there is an- 
other King, one Jefus, But Paul and Silas could 
not be found; fo they took Security of the reft, 
and Jet them go. And the fame Accufation was 
broughe againft St. Pau? before Felix, Acts xxiv. 
We have found this Man, fays Tertullus, a peftilent 
Fellow, and a Mover of Sedition among all the Jews, 
throughout the World, and the Jews affented, faying, 
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that thofe Things were fo. But St, Paul, in hig ad. 
mirable Defence, defies them to prove any Thing 
of this Kind againft him : He affirms, that they 
found him not in the Temple with Multitude, or with 
Tumult, nor difputing with any one, nor ftirring up 
the People, neither in the Synogogues, nor in the City, 
It was, no doubt, chiefly thefe Accufations; that 
brought on this great Apoftle thofe many Suffer- 
ings, the Stripes, the Imprifonments, the Pere 
cutions, the Afflictions, the Deaths he mentions 1a 
feveral Parts of his Mpiftles, and at laft the Lofs 
of Life itfelf. 

But there is no need of enlarging, to fhew either 
how common a Prattice it was to charge the fir 
Chriftians with being Movers of Sedition ; or how 
fatal fuch a Charge muft be to them, where it was 
believed 5 and confequently, of what Importance 
it was for the Teachers to take all poffible Care, 
that the Ditciples might give no jult Colour for it, 
but behave themfelves in all Things, as became 
good Subjects. Ic is more material to enquire 
what Ground there was for tach a Charge, or what 
there was either in the Doétrine or Practice of the 
firft Chrifitans, that could give a Handle to it: For 
it is hardly credible, fuch an Inyputation fhould be 
fo general, without fome real, or at leaft teeming 
Ground tor it. Now one Caute of this I have al- 
ready pointed out, wz, that Ze/as was looked on 
hy his Ditciples ta be the great King promifed in 
the Prophets, and who, about the Time that he 
appearcd, was uuiverlally expected to come. How 
much this was the lxpectation of the ews, not 
to mention jeveral. Places in our own Books, we 
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may learn from a known Paffage in Suetonius, who 
{peaking of the Deftruction of the Fews by Vefpa- 
fran, fays, there. had been an Opinion univertally 
fpread in the Eaftern Parts, that a Prince from 
among the Fezes fhould about thai Time’ arife, who 
fhould fubdue ail other Kingdoms, and make them 
Mafters of the World*, This naturally created 
a Jealoufy in the Romans, and made them have a 
watchful Eye upon all who prctended to be the 
Perfon fo much expected: For many fuch there 
‘were in the Compafs of a few Years, who drew 
great Numbers of People after them; as Chriff 
foretold there would be: Fale Chrifts and falfe 
Propbets, fays he, foal rife, and fhall fosw Signs and 
Wonders, to feduce, .if it were poffible, even- thé 
Eleé?, Mark xin, 22. 1 Todeed the Kingdom claim- 
ed by Chri was. of fuch a Nature, when rightly 
underftood, as needed to have given no Umbraze 
to the Roman Government, as our Saviour himf{clf 
argues, ‘fob xviil. 36.: But it is no’ Wonder if 
this was not fo eafily underftood by others, when 
the Dilciples themfelves were for a Time carried 
away with that Prejudice which was then common 
to the whole Nation of the Fews, and were big 
with Expectations, that Carié fhould be a mighty 
temporal Delivcrer, and that though he were by 
Death, for a fhort Scafon, taken trom them, he 


* The Words of Suetonius are, Percrebuerat oriente toto vetus 
& conitans opinio, efle m futis, ut eo tempore Fudea profecit 
rerum potirentur. Velp. ¢. 4. dad Tacias fos the fame Thing, 
in almoft the fame Wo: ds... Pluribus peruaho iverct, antiquis Sa- . 
cerdotum liicris contineri, eo iplo tempore fore, ut valefceret 
Oriens, profectique Judea terum potiventur. Hitt 1.5. ¢. 13, 
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fhould, in a little Time, return with Power and 
great Glory, and fubdue all Nations to himflf 
that bis Throne fhould be eftablifhed in Sion, and that 
all People fhould flow to bim to Jerufalem. People 
filled with fach Hopes, and comforting themfelves 
with fuch Expectations againft all Sufferings, might 
very eafily, both by their Words and Actions, give 
Umbrage to their Civil Governors, except that at 
firft perhaps they might think them too inconfi- 
derable to be much minded. 

Another Caufe of Jealoufy, and of a Piece with 
this, was the Liderty they bad in Chrift. This 
Liberty of Chriftians, as well as the King fhip of 
their Head, was of a fpiritual Nature, and there- 
fore, when nightly explained, the Magiftrate had 
nothing to fear from it; but for a Number of 
People to talk much of Liberty, to a Roman Go- 
vernor, carried a feditious Sound with it, and look- 
ed like a Defign of throwing off the Yoke, and 
fetting up for themfelves: And their Governors 
had the more Reafon for fuch Apprchenfions, from 
what they faw every Day practifed in thofe Times 
among the Fews ; and fome even of the Chrifli- 
ans, no doubt, gave but too juft Occafion for 
them, by abufing their Liberty in Chri? to the very 
worlt Purpofes. They did, nota few, defile the 
Fleh, defpife Dominicns, aud fpeak evil of Dignities, 
Fude viii, and 2 Pet. ii.10. Accordingly we find 
both St, Peter and St. Paul warning Chriffians 
againit the Abufes of it, The latter, in his Epiftle 
to the Gal. v. 13. Brethren ye bave been called unto 
Liberty, only ufe not Liberty for an Occafion to the 
Fieth, And St. Peter, 1 Ep, iit, 16. clofes his Ex, 
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hortation to Obedience with thefe Words ; 4s free 
and not ufing your Liberty for a Cloak of Maliciou/- 
nefs ; that is, as a Pretence for doing Evil, or for 
feditious Practices, which feems to be principally 
meant by Malicioufnefs in that Place. 

But whatever Handle the Indifcretion of fome 
Chriftians, and the Corruption of others, might, 
by the Abufe of of their Liberty, or of Chriff’s 
Kingdom, give for the Magiftrate’s Jooking on 
them as a perverfe, factious, feditious Generation 
of Men (of which there could not be in any of 
them the leaft Appearance, which their Enemies 
would not in the moft tragical Manner exaggerate, 
and impute to the whole Party,) that which did 
them mott Prejudice, and created in the Magiftrate 
the greateft Sufpicion of them, as Enemies to all 
Civil Government, and led him to put the worft 
Conftruction upon their Doétrines and Aétions, no 
doubt, was the feditious Opinions and licentious 
Practices of a new Sect fprung up among the 
ews in our Saviour’s Time, and under a Leader 
of the fame Country, I mean the Followers of 
* Fudas of Galilee, who, as we read 7s v. 29. 

; O 2 rofe 


* An Account of this Fudas and his Sect may be feen in Fo- 
fephus his Antig. Sci ty 224oide Baya lee Sep us, wharSes 
‘ditions afterwards fprang from thefe Beginnings, and to what 
monftrous Excefles a Spirit of Faction carried them, the Reader 
may fee Antig. 1. 20. «.6, 7. & de B. F. lz. ¢, 23. S14, 
¢.10, 11, 16, 19, 20, 23, 24, 30, 35. G17. c. 30, 34, 35, 
37. which Places thew, Fefephus hcd great Reafon to fay, that 
from the Rife of this Sect no Evil had befallen. the Nation, which 
they were not the Caufe of, 
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vofe up in the Days of the Taxing; and drew away 
much People after him. The Taxing here men- 
tioned, is not the Enrollment at the Time of our 
Saviour’s Birth, but a Second. that was about Tea 
Years after, when, upon the Banifhment of #- 
chelaus, who fucceeded his: Father Herod, ‘udea 
was reduced into the Form of a Roman Province, 
At chis Time, and upon this Occafion, arofe this 
Fudas, who, as Fofephus intorms us, fet up a new 
Sect among the ews, in other Refpects agreeing 
much with the Pbarifees, but diftinguifhed by a fu. 
rious, ungovernable Zeal for Liberty ; they main. 
tained it was unlawful for the People of God to 
fubmit to any foreign Yoke, or acknowledge any 
Lord but God only. They thought it not only 
their Right, but their Duty to refufe Obedience to 
any Been the Roman Government fhould_ fet 
over them; and, in Maintenance of thefe Opini- 
ons, committed the greateft Outrages. And this 
Sect, Fofephus obferves, {pread mightily among 
the Fews, and infected great Numbers with the 
fame Enthufiafm. And to thefe Enthufiafts the 
moft profligate and vilcft of the People joined 
themfelves, who, under the Colour of isberi, 
meant nothing but the Pillage and Plunder of the 
Country, which. produced the -moft fatal Effects ; 
for perpetual Tumults and Seditions filled all Pla- 
ces, and made Fudea fuch a Scene of Mifery, as 
is not to be expreficd ; which nothing could put 
an End to, but the total Ruin of the Nation. But 
nothing that either themfelves or Country fuffered 
could abate their Rage and Zeal; they thought 
it the Caufe_of.God, and rather chofe to die a 
=< thoufand 
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thoufand Deaths, than quit their darling Delufi- 
on, and fubmit to the Powers which they could 
not, with any Hopes of Succefs, refift. And they 
were fo far from thinking what'they fuffered from 
Men, to be the Punifhinent of God, and’ that the 
Magiftrate was only his Minifter to infli& it, that 
they gloried in their Sufferings,'as undergone for 
his Sake, and therefore highly meritorious in his 
Sight: In fhort, they bore the greateft Torments 
with an invincible Conftancy, and were poffeffed, 
in Defence of the worft Caufe, with all that Affue 
rance that can be expected in the bett. m” 
| The wild Opinions of thefe Men, as they fpread 
seatly among the Fews, fo did they infect fome 
of the Yewi/h Chriftians, or at leaft were imputed 
to them by the Romans, not diftinguifhing between 
two Sects ; which, however in fome Appearances) 
alike, were in Reality extremely different. Ic was 
for fome Time the Misfortune of the Chriftians to 
be confounded with the Yews in’ the Opinion the 
reft of the World had of them, and by’ that 
Means to be involved in the fame Calamities, and 
fuffer ‘n common with them, Of this we have a 
remarkable Inftance in Suetonius, of great Ute to 
our ‘prefent Purpofe. In his Life of Claudius Ce- 
far, c:25. he has thefe Words, Fudeos impulfore 
Chrefto affidue tumulluantes Roma.expulit. He bas 
nifhed the Fews the City, who, by the Inftigation 
of one * Chreftus, that is, Chrift, were always mae 
YO%>g © Mi tane fe king 
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_ * Chreflus being a Name the Romans were better acquainted 
with than Chriffus, that, and not any Defign, feems to have 
been 
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king Difturbances, and ftirring up Sedition. Is 
ithefe Words it is plain Fews and Chrifians are not 
with any Clearnefs diftinguifhed from each other, 
But now as to the Matter contained in them, 
whateyer Truth there were for the Charge which 
is here made the Ground of this Edict, ne 
there really were tuch Tumults then at Rome, and 
whether excited by ews poifoned with the Opi- 
-nions of this Fudas, or by Chriftians alfo, as well 
as, ‘fews ; or whether it were a Calumny only 
caft on them by their Enemies, who bear an im- 
placable Hatred to the Fews athens D iftinction, 
‘and interpreted to Sedition their Oppofition to 
Idolatry, and their feparate Meetings for their own 
-Worfhip 3 whatever there really were in this 
Charge, a Spirit of Faction, Sedition, and perpe- 
tual Tumults, were, we fee, in Fact imputed to 
the Fews ; and this, impulfore Chrefo, as the Ef. 
‘fet of their following Chrift. If the Occafion of 
this Ediét was not any Thing done at Rome, but 
the Tumults and Seditions at that Time in 7udza, 
though the Charge was but too true of the Zews, 
it was very unjuftly imputed to Cériff, and fuch as 
followed his Doctrine and Example, But however 
that_be, ds. Edict was made but a * few Years 
before 


been the true Reafon of their putting one for the other in this 
qa other Places. 

.* The learned Bifhop Pearfon in his Annales Paulini, p.12. 
places this Edict, which is the fame with that mentioned 4% 
xviii. 2. in the oT Year of Claudius, who did not reign quite 
14. and the Epiftle to the Romans he fuppofes written (p. 15.) 
in the 3d of Nero; and St. Pau/ had then many Years intended 
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before St. Pau! wrote this Epiftle ; and at the Time 
he wrote, though the ews might be quiet in 
other Places, yet in Fudea Things continued in 
the utmoft Confufion, and gave the Emperor 
great Trouble, and made the very Name of ews 
odious at Rome, whither St, Paul intended to go 
very foon himfelf. How now could he prepare 
his Way better; how could he more effectually 
recommend himfelf to that Government, and dif- 
arm it of its Enmity to Chriftians, than by enjoin- 
ing Obedience to the Civil Magiftrate in fo di- 
ftinguifhing a Manner, as he does in this Place; 
in which he dire¢tly contradiéts and condemns 
thofe wild Opinions that had infected fo many of 
the Fews, and were, whether juftly or not, gene- 
rally charged upon the Cdri/tians ? 

This then is, I think, the * true Key to the 
Senfe of this Text it; is the mad Zeal of Fudas 
of Galilee, and his Sect, which had fo much pro- 
voked the Roman Government by the perpetual 
Difturbances it made, and thereby drew fo many 
Calamities upon the Fews, that the Apoftle here 
oppofes, and which he would prevent or re- 
cover Chriftans from falling into. The fingle 
Point was, whether it were lawful for ews to fub- 
mit to the Roman Power; this thefe Zealots for 

O 4 Li- 


a Journey to Rome. Seec. 1, V. 10, 11, 15, CoG. TRV 2251295 
24, 32. 

* T am nota little confirmed in this Thought, by finding fo 
good a Judge as St. Ferom in the fame Opinion ; who, in his 
‘Comment on Jit. ili, 1. has thefe Words of this Precept, Prop- 
terea editum puto, quia Jade: Galilei per illud Tempus dogma adhuc 
wigebat, F habebat plurimas Sectatores. 
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Liberty denied even to the Death, St. Paul, ig 
Oppofition to thefe Men, and, in a juft Abhor. 
rence of their feditious Principles, affirms, it is 
not only lawful, but their Duty to fubmit, and 
yicld Obedience to 1, And this Duty he grounds 
upon this Principle, that al] Power is of God, 4 
Principle directly oppofite to the Errors of thok 
he is oppofing. They thought no Power (over 
them at Icaft) to be of God, but what was by God 
dettled in their Law 5 St. Paul, on the contrary, de- 
clares there is no Powcr that is not of God, 
Which, it muft be obferved, is nat a Doctrine 
peculiar to Christianity, as is commonly thought, 
much lefs to St. Pau/,and ftill lefs is it an Inference 
drawn ‘by him, as fome would have it, from what 
is faid of Governors in the following Verfes; no, 
this is a Principle univerfally acknowledged by all 
wife. Men, and reccived in’ all civilized Nations. 
The JFewifh Zealots might have learned it from 
their own Books, in which the Wifdom of God 
cries, By me Kings reign, and Princes decree Fuftice. 
Prov, vii. 15.. And Danii. 22. itis? declared, 
that God removeth Kings, and fetteth up Kings. The 
fame is very fully fet forth in many Places of the 
Prophets ; and the latter Books of the Jews ex- 
‘preis the fame Doctrine {till more clearly. Thus, 
Fecl, xvii. 17. In the Divifion of the Nations of 
the whole Earth be fet a Ruler over every People, 
From hence the Followers of Fudas might have 
Jearned, that all Power 1s of God. But what deceived 
them feems to have been what follows, But Hrael zs 
the Lord’s Portion. Yrom whence they concluded, 
that whatever Right the Governors of the World 
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had over their own People, none had Authority 
to govern them § they were under God only, as his 
Inheritance. As this Paffage very plainly declares 
that all Government is of God, foI mutt obferve, 
that.the Writer of it does but copy what is de- 
clared by Mo/fes in the Law, Deut. xxxii, 8, as the 
Reading then was, at Jcaft in the Book that this 
Author ufed, though in our Copies, and that the 
Seventy ufed, ic be read otherwife: *° 

But nothing can more exprefly declare all Power 
to be of God, than a Paffage in the Book of 
Wifdom. There, at the 6th Chapter, the Writer, 
in the Perfon of Solomon, direéts himfelf to Rulers 
thus, Hear, O ye Kings, and underftand; learn, ye 
that be ‘fudges of the finds of the Earth. Give Ear, 
you that rule the People, and glory in the Multitude 
of Nations. Hor Power is given you of the Lord, 
and Sovereignty from the Higheft, who fall try your 
Works, and fearch out your Counfels. - Becaufe, being 
Minifters of this Kingdom, you have not judged 
aright, nor kept the Law, nor walked after the 
Counfel of God. What is declared in this Paffage, 
is fo perfectly agreeable to St. Paul, that one can 
hardly doubt but he had it in his View, .efpecially 
fince one may by other Places in his Epiftles 
plainly fee, he was no Stranger to this Book. . 


And 


* The Author of Eccl/: feems to. have read for Gebuloth, 
which the Seventy rightly render “Opie, Geburoth, which may, I 
think, be rendred, apyas, or duvascias ; fo that the Difference 
is only of a fingle Letter, of + for /, which Letters in Hebrew 
are fo alike, as to be often confounded ; and this fmall Alte- 
ration would give much Light to a Place that is at prefent ex- 
ceeding ob{cure. 
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And as this Doétrine, here taught by St. Pan!, 


concerning the Divine Origin of Government, and 
that al] Power is of God, is no other than what 
was before taught and received among the Jews; 
fo are the Sentiments of the wifeft Philofophers 
and Law-givers among the Greeks, and of Homer 
the Father of them, confonant h.reto ; as might 
be fhewn by many Paffages, were this a proper 
Place for it. To confine myfelf to Homer ; who, 
that is at all acquainted with him, knows not 
his 
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Which Places fully declare the Power of Kings to 
be from God, From whence it is familiar with 
him to ftile Kings dbofeve’s and Sorpegeis * 5 that 1s, 
born of God, and maintained by bim.. I will only 
add, that the Sentiments of Hefiod-+, the oldeft 
Greek Writer next himfelf, appear to be the fame, 
in thofe memorable Words; 
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Thus both, in perfeét Conformity to Scripture. 
As indeed the more ancient the Books of the 
Heathen World are, the more agreeable they are 
always found to the Books of the Old Teftament. 
I will give but one Inftance of this in Homer, but 
avery pertinent one to our prefent Subjeét 5 it iss 
that he afcribes every Thing to a Divine Providence, 
as the Scriptures every where do, and nothing’ to 
Fortune ; which Word is not fo much as once to 
be found in his Poems, large as they are.. But 
neither Homer nor the Scripture-writers imagined, 
that God governed the World dutsos, and with- 
out the Intervention of Second Caufes ; and there- 
fore, whatever they taught of Governments being 
from God, they did not intend to exclude the 
Share that the People any where had in. the: firlt 
Erection, or in the Provifion made for the Conti- 
nuance of them. And fo it is here with St. Pau/; 
his' Affertion, that there is no Power but of God, 
is no way inconfiftent with any Rights the 
feveral Nations of the World might have in 
the firft Eftablifhment of their refpective Go- 
vernments, or the providing fit Perfons, either 
by Election or otherwife, to fucceed in them, or 
in the Limitation of the Power, and Nature of 
the Truft repofed in them, by any Compact or 
Confent, either tacit or exprefs, For the Nature 
of Self-prefervation neceffarily fupplies fome Con- 
ditions in all Submiffions to Governors, however 
in the Terms unlimited and without Referve. In 
fhort, he intended not to meddle with the Civil 
Rights of any People one Way or other, as will 


farther appear by and by. His Affertion is point- 
ed 
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ed againft thofe factious Men, who maintained it 
was unlawful to fubmit to any human Government, 
as inconfiltent with the Government of God, whom 
alone they would acknowledge to be their Lord 
and King. The Apoftle’s Defign therefore, in 
this Affertion, was to found the Right their then 
Governors had to their Obedience in the Will of 
God himitelf, in virtue of a Maxim acknowledged 
by the Wifdom of their own,' as of other civilized 
Nations, indeed by all Perfons who owned a Pro- 

vidence, 
. And, as if this’ negative Affertion were not 
ftrong enough, but might fome Way be eluded, 
by their allowing it to hold only as to the Origin 
of Government, but no farther; he feconds this 
Affertion with an affirmative one, in Terms more 
exprefs and ftrong, and declares, that the Powers 
that be, are ordained of God, ai iru t€sctau 3 that 
is, the feveral Powers or Governments (which 
Terms cannot. be underftood in an abftract Senfe, 
but as including the Perfons vefted with thofe 
Powers, and adminiftring thofe Governments) that 
were then. in. Being: All thofe Powers and Go- 
vernments, he affirms to be, not approved, but or- 
dained, or appointed dy God. He doesnot fay all 
dawful Powers, but all the Powers that were in Be- 
ing, which is a very different Thing ; for had he 
faid lawful, that muft have been meant {with re- 
fpect either to God or Man: To have: faid the 
firft, had been faying nothing to the Conviction 
of thofe who maintained that with refpect to God 
no Powers were /awful, and to have limited his 
Affertion by the Addition of /awful with refpect to 
Men, 
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Men, had been to involve private Chriftians in 
Difputes concerning the Titles of Princes, of which 
they neither could nor ought to judge*; and 
would have looked very fufpicious with regard to 
the then Governors, who might, by fuch a Limi- 
tation, have imagined, that what Right the Apoftle 
gave them to the Obedience of their Subjeéts with 
one Hand, he pulled away with the other; and 
that this Word was added only as a latent Referve, 
to be made ufe of whenever they had a Mind to 
withdraw their Allegiance, or to transfer it to ano- 
ther, Avoiding therefore all captious or invidious 
Expreffions, he affirms of the Powers then in Be- 
ing, of all Governors in quiet Poffeffion of their 
Powers, acknowledged and fubmitted to by the 
Body or States of their refpective People, that they 
are of God’s Appointment. Some have fancied, that 
thefe Words, ordained of God, might alfo be ren- 
dred ordained under God; which makes Kings 
more direétly his Vicegerents: But that Senfe the 
Words in the Original cannot poffibly bear; nor 
is it truer of regal Government of whatever Species, 
than it is of any other, that it is ordained of God ; 
the Affertion is equally true of all fettled Govern- 
ments that are, or have been, or ever fhall be. 

_ Here then is fully afferted, and in the ftrongeft 
Terms, the Divine Right of Governors and Go- 
vernments im general; that therefore it is the Will 


of 


* Hance legem videmus fibi prefcripfiffe Chriftianos veteres, ut 
curvis imperium nado Fidem atque Obedientiam preflarent, neque 
ulli fub fpecio;s Nominibus res novanti accedcrent. Grot. in Mate. 
(8, raps, Gb, He): 
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of God, that all Perfons fhould acknowledge their 
Authority, and yield due Obedience to them. And 
they who refufe to do fo, inftead of thinking 
they do God Service in it, and that what they faf- 
fer for their Difobedience is meritorious in_ his 
Sight, ought to think juft the contrary ; that their 
Dilobedience to their Governors is no other than 
Difobedience to God himfelf, and that the Punith- 
ment they fuffer from their Governors for it, is not 
merely a Punifhment from Men, but the Judgment 
of God upon them, For this is the Meaning of 
what follows, Jf the Powers that be, are ordained 
of God, then every Power is the Ordinance of God, 
and he that difobeys the Power, difobeys bis Ord- 
nance. For the Ordinance of God does not here 
mean a Command of God, as fome underftand it, 
but the Government itfelf, that is difobey’d ; which 
is not, according to St, Paul’s Affertion, more 
truly a buman Ordinance, than it is a Divine one, 
But he that difobeys a Divine Ordinance or Infti- 
tution, and in fo doing rebels againft God ; what 
can he look for but Vengeance and Confufion from 
him? What can fuch expect, but that they /all 
receive to themfelves Damnation ? 

The Word here rendred Dammation, in the Ori- 
ginal is Keive, and fignifies Fudgment, or Punijh- 
ment, of whatever kind; whence a Doubt arifes, 
what Senfe it is to be taken in here. Some would 
have it mean eternal Damnation, led to that Mean- 
ing from the common Acceptation of the Word, 
the Greatnefs of the Offence, and the Mention juft 
before made of God: Since it is an Offence di- 
rectly againft God, the Punithment, they think, 
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muft come from him, and be fo intended by the 
Apoftle, and confequently muft be Damnation, 
Others think, the Punifhment infli€ted by the Ma- 
giftrate on difobedient Subjects, is here only meant 
becaufe it follows immediately, that Rulers are not 
a Terror to good Works, but to the Evil; with more 
to the fame Purpofe: In which it is faid, that the 
Magiftrate bears not the Sword in vain, but is a 
Revenger to execute Wrath upon him that doth Evil. 
But neither of thefe Opinions are, I think, exactly 
right ; that which is fo, is compounded of both. 
The Punifhment here meant, is at the fame Time 
the Punifhment of Man, and of God; of the Ma- 
giftrate who. immediately inflicts it, in Obedience 
to God, and in virtue of the Power derived from 
him; and of God, whofe Miniffer he is, and is fo 
for this very Purpofe, for the Punifbment of evil 
Doers, and for the Praife of them that do well, This 
Senfe only agrees with what goes before and fol- 
lows after, and unites God and Man together, 
whofe Parts, by this Interruption, are made to 
concur in the Execution of the fame Judgment : 
And it is for that Reafon, that in all that follows, 
the Magiftrate is confidered as God’s Minifter. And 
this Senfe only ftands in direct Oppofition to the 
Error of thofe St. Pau/ condemns. ‘They thought, 
what they fuffered for their Difobedience, howe 
ever it were intended by Men, was Merit with 
God ; and though they were punifbed in the Sight 
of Men, yet was their Hope full of Immortality, 
No, fays St. Paul, there is no Merit in it, what 
they fuffer, though inflicted by Men, is the jutt 


Punifhment of God upon them, for their Difo- 
bedience 
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bedience to him.;. for it is really againft him 


they rebel, while they pretend to fight againtt 4 


Men only, and for him. 
_ That the Words will bear this Senfe, and may 
denote a temporary Punifhment in this World, 
which yet fhall really be a Punifhment from God, 
may be feen by another Place of the fame Apoftle, 
1 Cor. xi. 29. where fpeaking of the Lord’s Sup- 
per, he fays, that he that eateth and drinketh un- 
worthily, eateth and drinketh Damnation to bimfelf; 
that is, Kefwe, which in the Margin is better ren- 
dred Fudgment. For how does St. Paul thew, they 
eat and drink Damnation ta themfelves ? Why from 
hence, for this Caufe, fays he, many are weak and 
Sickly amongft you, and many flecp, or die. Thefe 
Weakneffes therefore, thefe Sickneffes,  thefe 
Deaths, are the Damnation, or Judgment, here 
meant. Upon which it immediately follows, that 
if we judged ourfelves, we fhould not be judged, that 
is, thus judged, of the Lord. For this Judgment 
is for a Chaftning to us; when we are thus judged, 
we are chaftned of the Lord, that we fhould not be 
condenmed with the World s Kewbusvor rad douscba, 
iva pb xalaxefover, Here we fee the Punith- 
ment they fuffered exprefly oppofed to Damnation; 
but what is oppofed to Damnation, cannot poflibly 
be itfelf Damnation. So that in this Place K¢ive, 
or Judgment, means truly and properly a tempo- 
rary Punifhment in this World, and yet at the 
fame Time, fuch as is Divine, and really from 
God. But it will be faid, what then, will not 
Men be condemned in the other World for fuch 
heinous Sins, as prophaning the Lord’s Supper, 
; and 
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and difobeyihg Magiftrates ? Yes certainly, as well 
as for other heinous Sins, if not fincerely repented 
of in Time. But it does not follow that, That is 
the Meaning of the Word hete; every Thing 
could not be faid in every Place. It was fufficient 
to the Apoftle’s Purpofe to fhew, that Difobedience 
in them, now under the Roman Government, was 
not lefs an Offence to God, than when under Go- 
vernors of their own, Difobedience to whom their 
Law punifhed with Death, Deus. xvii. 12. 

This then I cake to be the true and fole Mean- 
ing of this Text; St. Paxl commands all Perfons 
to be obedient to their Governors for Conjfctence 
Sake, as they are the Ordinance of God, and upon 
Pain of incurring his Difpleafure, who hath em- 
powered Governors to punifh Difobedience in the 
fevereft Manner ; and what they do, is his Aét by 
their Hand. ‘This was the fingle Point in View ; 
and this Point being gained, as he does not pre- 
fcribe the Meafure of their Obedience, fo in 
Truth was there no Occafion for it; for let it 
once be granted by any Man, that he is the Sub- 
ject of his or that Government, it follows of 
Courfe, that he muft yield the fame Obedience as 
other Subjects do, ‘and which by the refpective 
Conftitution is required of him. In fhort, the 
Law will tell all Men what Subjection is due from 
them ; thither then we muft go for the Rule or 
_ Meafure of our Obedience; that is a Matter the 
Gofpel meddles not with, it enquires not into 
Mens Civil Rights, it adds nothing to them, nor 
takes any Thing from them, agreeably to what 
‘this Apoftle himfelf fays, 1 Cor, vu. 21. Art thou 
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called being a Servant? care not for it. Let every 
Man wherein he is called, therein abide with God. 
For he that is called in the Lord, being a Servant, 
is the Lord?s free Man: Likewife alfo be that is 
called being free, 1s Chrifi?s Servant. With refpect 
to all thefe Things the Gofpel leaves Men where 
it found them 5 and therefore what is here faid by 
St. Paul of Obedience to Governors, is not to make 
Men more fubject than they were before, but to 
Jet them know that they are not by embracing the 
Gofpel lefs fo, or in any Meafure difpenfed with 
from the Subjection they were before under. 

But as the Gofpel takes nothing from the Right 
the Prince has to the Obedience of his Subjects, 
fo neither does it take away all Right the Subjects 
are poffefled of. Such Rights in fome Degree or 
other all Subjects have; thofe particularly under 
the Roman Government, who were Civitate dona- 
zi, had great ones; this he, who was himfelf in 
thar Sente a oman, well underftood, and upon 
proper Occafions infilted on them in his own De- 
fence. Thus 47s xxii. 25. when they bound him 
by Order of the Chicf Captain Lyfas, he faid to 
the Centurion, Js zt lawful for you to feourge a Man 
that is a Roman, and uncondemned ? Upon which 
they who were to have examined bim by fcourging, 
departed from him; the chief Captain alfo was 
afraid, after be knew that be was a Roman, &- 
caufe he bad bound him, and loofed him from bis 
Bands. Avd in the fume Manner he declares the 
Privileges he, is intitled to as a Roiman, upon a 
like Occafion, in the 16th Chapter. And in the 
eth Chapter, when the Fees would have put him 
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to Death, zo Man, fays he, may dehver me unto 
them, I appeal unto Cefar. 

Indeed, as St. Pau! does not here determine the 
Meatfures of Obedience, fo neither could he, fince 
that depends upon the particular Conftitution of 
every Government; and therefore what would be 
Difobedience in a Subject under one Government, 
might not be fo inanother; nor is it always the 
fame in the fame Government, fince by the infen- 
fible Alterations that are made in Length of 
Time in Things of this Nature, new Privileges 
are acquired, or old ones loft. The Refult from 
which is, that the Meafure of Obedience in every 
Government is. the Law and Conftitution of that 
Government, and that only, and not the Scrip- 
tures, where there is neither Precept nor Example 
that obliges in this Point; Precept there is none 
it is plain, if this in the Text be not one; nor can 
any Scripture-Example, with refpect to Govern- 
ment, be binding 5 fince the Law of one Govern- 
ment is no Rule to another: Much lefs can a 
Government, two or three thoufand Years ago, ef- 
tablifhed in an Laffern Country, any Way affect or 
preicribe to a Government in the Weffern Parts of 
the World, at fo great a Dittance of Place, as 
well as Time. I fhall only add, that all the La/- 
tern Countries were ftrangely difpofed to S_rvitude, 
as is retnarked by many of the Roman Writers * , 
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whereas the Weffern Parts of the World always 
preferved fuch a Liberty as diftinguifhed Subjeéts 
from Slaves. The Truth is, the Kafern Govern- 
ments were the moft ancient, and the moft ancient, 
as being in the Infancy and Ignorance of the 
World, were the molt fimple, the wife modelling 
of Government being a Work of Time, and the 
Effect of long Experience. Hence it came to pafy, 
that the firft Governments were by fingle Perfons, 
and thefe Perions abfolute, and unlimited by any 
Laws. This expofed the Lafern People to be 
more Slaves than thofe in the Weffern Parts ; and 
they were perhaps reprefented to be more fo than 
they really were, by the Roman Writers, who were 
fuch Enemies to the regal Governments then in 
Ute, that it is familiar with them to treat all Sub. 
jection to them, as Servitude. But however that 
be, one Government cannot prefcribe to another, 
nor are the politica! Laws of the Fews, when un- 
der a regal Government, any Way obligatory to 
the Prince or People of this Nation, or declara- 
tive of their refpective Rights, 

Tt would be needlefs to fpend fo many Words 
in fo plain a Cafe ; but that this Text has been fo 
often made ule of, to affert to Princes an abfolute 
and unlimited Power to opprefs their Subjects in the 
mott arbitrary Manner, in Defiance of the Con- 
ftitution ; and Men will arrogate to the Study of 
Divinity, what fo plainly belongs to the Profeffion 
of the Lew, Ido not fay this to reproach thole 
who led the Way to this Abufe 5 it was very na- 
tural in a loyal Clergy, who had feen both Church 
and State ruined, together with their Prince, in the 
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Civil Wars, to which no Perfons had contributed 
more than the feditious Preachers of thofe Times, 
who proftituted the moft holy Religion to carry 
on the moft wicked and unrighteous Defigns: It 
was very natural, I fay, and very excufeable in thofe 
who had feen thefe Calamities, and had themfelves, 
in their Perfons or Relations, been ereat Sufferers, 
to run into the oppofite Extreme, and think they 
could never go too far in preffing the Duty of 
Obedience, to prevent a Relapfe into Principles 
that produced fo much Mifchief. -But Experience 
has fhewn, that Extreme alfo to have its Inconve- 
niences, and that a Nation may be ruined by af- 
ferting to the Prince a Power unknown to the 
Laws, as well as to the People a lawlefs Liberty. 
And therefore it is no longer now excufeable to 
continue in the fame Miftake, and to give this or 
any other Text fuch an Interpretation, as is incon- 
fiftent with our Laws, and deftroys our Conftitu- 
tion, and makes no Diftinétion between arbitrary. 
Governments, and legal ones, 

The Law in all Governments is the Rule of 
the Subjects Obedience, and whatever Right that 
cives them, they lofe none of it by being Chrifti- 
ans. Vhis isa moft undoubted Truth ; and it is 
as certain, that as they lofe no Right, fo they ac- 
quire none. As the firft of thefe ought to be 
well confidered by Governors, that they may not 
think Chriftianity gives them a Right to enflave or 
opprefs a free People ; fo ought the other to be. 
by Subjects, that they may not be feduced into Se- 
dition and Rebellion, by Enthufiaftick Spirits, who 
think Dominion founded in Grace, and that they 

Nee have 


SREB 


EEE TDG SALE ROR NEE 


# 
NM 
i 


SSS 


LPO 


MI 


a 


a eg Py 


| af : engi! wootlghnuy hes tessiw Row sdend 


~ evivinngd: Led bre esmimmeD sta noah ber ody 


Ofe .ctts fica tn cg 
bsiadinnes bal zach on doittw os zis Piva 

~euniT ctoit lo exulossrT svat b2 pult.a ni ri a 
ye of noid ylod Rom ad? beauidiom, ote 


Jo; ai sideitinrs yor bes gt Lleotea ae ee 


p 


: 


; 


erttiu’ twnag owed colt A 1 eso D aiedt ai © 
yods atnicls has Smavk sailoqno sid Gini aut oF 
to yu od going of ant coreg vven Muos 
giqnaint oi igual & Ig5e5q oD oansibadO 
sovcittpe wl. JadiM dayen ot beowheag skh : 
.mnosel ei aved 02 Gls seaareal sedla ewe eal 
a yd bonus sd yer noeMh 2 tos bap 
a a owondae sswod «2 soni ods on yx 
“medi, dalwel # alas vit ox xx flyer as ya 
o} aldslosxxs woo taguel oa 2 3 sult bok «. 
70 tid? svig ob bas Santi ocnct ois. 
orn ti az cobmergrin£ og dad szoT dio we. 
-nifined mo eyniieb bor. ee ce 
quiche aasvasd aodsdid on, 
zan0 legal baw | 
® sloH sdt at staat iO i 
a night! vavaasrw bon ,asibedO eBajdee aff 
“AiO gnisd yd ai to < race Sah OR at 
oi 11 bes 4 dunt betdyoban- 
<a vst at arigitLon lol, oooh 
of of Myvo sleds Io fil ode. 
ton year -yorlt yea tye yes sat = 
vo weellas 03 igi 2 mois & fate ire Py allah 


a¢ of atta ofpadgve Az 2 ail gd ae 2 


eye Gini haba ed 208, sre 
or anise Aiud bin 
‘2 ty 12) ne oom nt fe: pier 


ead . ea as 


230 0 Sermon preached at the 


have a Right to demolifh any Government they 
do not like, to fet up the Kingdom of Chri. This 
Nation, in the Compafs of fifty Years, felt the 
Mitchicf of both thefe Errors; ard it is to be 
hoped, what we have fuffered from the Madnefs of 
the People on one hand, and from the illegal and 
arbitrary Attempts of the Government on the 
other, will make us wifer for the future, and dread 
thofe fatal Extremes, which bave coft fo dear ; or 
at Jeaft, that Scripture will be no more employed 
to countenance and jultify the Injuftice and Violence 
of either Side. 

The Law muft be the Rule to both, and where 
that is deficient, the Interpreters of it will have 
Recourfe to the Law of Nature, and Nations, from 
which Chriflianity in nothing derogates, By thefe 
Laws a Government has no more Right to inflict 
an unjuft Punifhment, than it has to command an 
unjuft Action, nor any Power to defiroy the Rights 
of a free People ; which would littl deferve the 
Name of Rights, if th.re were in no Cafe a Right 
to defend them: Nothing feems to be a more 
certain Truth, than that all Power is a Traft, and 
a Truft may be abufed to that degree, as wholly to 
pervert and deftroy the Defign of it; and when 
that is the Cafe, it is to little Purpofe to tell a Na- 
tion, they are bound to abide by it, and be paflive 
under it, The great Argument againit ther Self 
defence is, that it introduces aan which Go- 
yernment was intended to prevent ; Which is very 
true; but it will be hard from hence to perfuade 
a Nation, who fee themfelves upon the Brink of 
Ruin from the Oppreffion of their Governors, that 

it 


sie age ay Sa ae 
re iN TPES icy ai lie, wid 


RENE Nt na at ic RBA ingles hie ciate lt tS he 


Te 


baa papa RA NE IESE si 


TN Sed 
esis ar 


IR RS IF ie WET SS aA 


es 


4 . “6 no dasmovvowd sft te aye atid 


in Tetoaiad nowt, 7 
a) inane wibaar qs dante: 09. 170gF 
dT Syrdd to orahgat nb qo 42 or sail Igoe 
of tA aesY qt Hiqgmnod off ul ROME 
sot da gi toe gemma atedy dod Yo abi 
lo AsobeM adr mort tewillut sved sw sede “baged - 
ber Ineatli ads (net-baa avd sao no Agoud alt 


banth bas anal sd ol vw 20 alert Tew eb 
32 7 wb oh for svied doidw. doin ual Teal Bory | 
hoyolnens sory oa od Riw magia int aim uo 


anslorV bus site @idupbue pte e 


shite tathtis to 

smiw bos .titod at suit ‘ody ad py wi eke a 
vid {he ou lo cata’ ott gasictioh gf jade 
gna) ,noneyvi bas iain to wal 4 Halt Oster: A : 
Joi) wl enzo gakbor al selon 
Afi of QUE ott On ead ae 

ne bremmes ot zed Zi med. ae ne 
adgSl ls youl of 70 Yan 364 soit 
sit suystob sinil Lnow dade + algo. 391 
wig 2 st. on nt sie oy tl Yi wiigidt Yo 
sworn 2x) oF zi ganow | ax: 
bnew orl wat wwdl We tee onde 
at glodw au raigeb netlt on baede ss 
nuiw bat cat to apie od? wr 
04; lhe of apg pital oy zt a 
aviliin vd bos oi yd sbide o7 bowed 
Aiv@srigtt Neings ism wom 
oe) doishes ¢hveh enpbonat 3 
yey i a 5 e 

Soha ool ee ee core rt 
to dil ott noga Ape nora 
aa tonite) ors 10 ae 590 ois wii ch 


~ 


—_ 


Cathedral at Worcelter, 1722. 231 


it is not more eligible to risk the Inconveniences 
of a fhort Azarchy, than patiently fubmit, and by 
their Submiffion entail certain Slavery on them- 
‘felves and their Pofterity. No civilized Nations 
have ever acted fuch a Part, and from thence it 
may well be prefumed, never will, But this gives 
no Right to private Subjects to difturb the publick 
Peace, and have Recourfe to Arms, becaufe they 
think themfelves injured, or perhaps really are. 
Legal Remedies they may endeavour, but if fuch 
cannot be had, they ought, for their own Sakes, 
and the Sake of the Publick, whofe Welfare they 
are bound to fupport, of two Evils to chufe the 
leaft ; and if they do not, will, it is more than 
probable, pay dearly for it, and lofe their Lives 
in an ignominious Death, by taking irregular Me- 
thods to preferve, or recover, fomething of little 
Value in Comparifon of what they are like to lofe 
for it. 

Indeed the Advantages under almoft any Go- 
vernment are fo many, and the defigned Injuries 
private Men receive from it are fo few, that Obe- 
dience and a quiet Submiffion 1s in the general due 
from them to all Governors, who are prefumed 
to intend the Good of the People, and not know- 
ingly or willingly to invade or violate their Rights. 
*# And when they do fo, it muft be to a very great 
Degree, and the Grievance muft be general, the 
Fundamentals of Government muft be obftinately 
invaded, before it can be more eligible upon the 
Whole to oppofe fuch Violence by Force, rather 
than fubmit to it; and whoever thinks otherwile, . 
and ats accordingly, will be adjudged by the ma- 
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jor Part, who do not think with him, to be in the 
Wrong; and what he perhaps calls Zeal for the 
Conftitution, will undergo the Punifhment and In. 
famy of Rebellion, But this, as I have faid, isa 
Point the New Zeflament meddles not with; it 
prefcribes only for private Life, and teaches Men 
how to be wile to Salvation ; It meddles not with 
Civil Rights, nor with Matters of Government it 
leaves all thefe Things where it found them, and 
takes Notice of Governors no otherwife, than to 
put Chriftians in Mind of their Duty to them ; 
from which they are, by their Religion, in no De- 
eree exempted or difpenfed with, and by that 
Means to remove the ereateft and moft fatal Pre- 
judice that the then Governors could have to them, 

Having thus fet this Text, and the feveral Parts 
of it, in Re cleareft Light I can, and fhewn what 
I take to be the juft a only true Meaning of ir, 
T fhould now come to the Application I propofed 
to make of it to our prefent Circumttances 5 but 
J muft leave that to another Opportunity. 


Now to God the Father, with the Son, and Holy 
Spirit, &c, 
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Take the Advantage of a {pare Page to give 
{ the Reader a remarkable Paffage from Sleidan’s 
Commentaries concerning the Sentiments of the 
Great Luther upon the Subject of Refftance, The 
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firft Reformers, to avoid the Imputation of Sedi- 
tion for their Oppofition to the Papal Power, and 
to procure to themfelves the Protection of the Ci- 
vil Power again{t it, were very zealous in afferting 
the Rights of Princes, and carried the Duty of 
Submifion to the greateft Height ; in which none 
wene farther than Luther himfelf, in a Piece he 
wrote In 1425, on Occafion of the Rustic War ; 
but in 1531, when the Princes, who favoured the 
Reformation, found it neceflary, for their Defence, 
to form the Smalcaldic League, in a Confultation 
of Lawyers and Divines, he owned himfelf con- 
vinced, that Refftance was lawful in fome Cafes. 
Sleiden’s Words, 1. 8. are thefe ; Prius quam fudus 
iniretur, i confilinim adbibiti fuerunt non jure con- 
fiulti modo, fed theologi quoque. WLutherus autea 
‘femper docuerat, magifiratui non effe refiftendum, i 
extabat ejus bac de re libellus: Cum autem in bac 
deliberatione periti juris docerent legibus effe permif- 
fum, refiflere nonnunquam, & nunc in eum cafum, de 
quo leges inter alia mentionem faciant, rem effe deduc- 
tam oftenderent, Lutherus ingenue profitetur, fe nefc1- 
vilfe boc licere: Et quia leges politicas evangelium non 
impugnet aut aboleat, uti femper docuerit, deinde, quo- 
niam boc tempore tam dubio tamque formidolofo musta 
poffint accidere, fic ut non modo jus ipfum, fed confci- 
entlie quogue vis atque neceffitas arma nobis porrigat, 
defenfionis caufa fedus iniri poffe dicit, five Ceefar 
ipfe, five quis alius forte bellum ejus nomine faciat, 
The Example of the Maccabees was too illuftrious, 
to think it could be forgotten on fuch an Occafion; 
whofe Conduét in throwing off the oppreflive Go- 
vernment of Antiochus Epipbanes, is never cenfured 
or 
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feems to be commended and approved, Hed. xi. 34, | 
€s¢, as well as in the Books of the Maccabees, and | 
other Fewifo Writings ; as affording many glorious 4 | 
Inftances of the Power of Faith. For fince fome | 
of the Characters agree to none more than them, &. 
and fome folely to them, there can be no good & } 
Reafon to think the Writer had not them in his 4 4 
View, as well as other of the ancient Worthies; R | 
efpecially fince in this whole Paflage he feems ta © | 
have had his Eye fixed on the 2d Chapter of the @ | 
rf Book of their Hiftory. 4 | 
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Let every Soul be fubject unto the higher Powers, For 
there is no Power but of God: The Powers that 
be, are ordained of God. 

Whofoever therefore refiheth the Power, refifteth the 
Ordinance of Gods and they that refift, foall re- 
ceive to themfelves Damnation. 


y259 HAVE fhewn in the Explica- 
“@ tion I have given of thefe 
ey iAs Words, that the Duty of Obe- 

a is dience to the Magiftrate is by 
St. Pau! founded in the Divine 
Right of Government, and that 
there 1s no Power of Govern- 
ment but from God, and that the feveral Powers 
or Governments that de; that is, that are in Being, 
are ordained of God and that this is not any new 
Doétrine peculiar to the Chrifiian Religion, much 
lefs to any one Teacher of it, but has always been 
the Senfe of the wifeft Men in all Nations, both 
Hews and Gentiles, who have all acknowledged the 
Original of Government to be Divine ; which is 


indeed the Voice of Nature, and from thence 
came 
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came to be the Senfe of all Nations. Nor did 
they think that Governments had their Original 
only from God 5 in the whole Courfe and Progrefs 
of them they were univerfally thought to be the 
particular Object of his Providence ; that he al- 
ways rules in the Kingdoms of Men, and difpoks 
of them as he will. For as all Nations have ac- 
knowledged an over-ruling Providence, fo they 
faw nothing fo worthy of its Care as Government, 
fince the Peace and Happinefs of Mankind de- 
pends upon it, and cannot be maintained without 
it, The Reafons which convinced them that Go- 
vernment was of Divine Inftitution, the fame Rea- 
fons proved, with equal Force, that the Difpofi- 
tion of particular Governments was alfo in God; 
and that therefore, as there is 70 Power dut of God , 
fo the Powers any where, and at any Time in Be- 
ing, are ordained by him. From whence it ne- 
ceflarily follows, that all Perfons are obliged to 
yield Subjection and Obedience to the Govern- 
ments they live under for Conference Sake, as they 
would not be guilty of fighting againft God, as 
well as Man, and refifting the Divine Will. 

And this have fhewn was the fingle Point St. 
Paul was concerned to prove : He was not argu- 
ing with Perfons, who owned the Authority of the 
Roman Government, and excepted only to the 
Perfon governing, either as to the Legality of his 
Title, or the Equity and Juftice of his Admini- 
{tration ; but with thofe who afferted to themfelves 
a Liberty and Exemption from that Government 
in general, in whatever Hands, and however ad- 
miniftred, His Defign was to oppole the wild 

Opinions 
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Opinions of the Followers of Fudas of Galilee, 
(which had very probably infeéted many Fewifh 
Chriftians alfo) who maintained it to be unlawful 
and finful in the Sight of God to acknowledge any 
Government, or to receive any Perfon for their 
Lord, but God himfelf, For thefe Men did not 
except again{t Obedience to one Emperor rather 
than another, becaufe this governed better, or had 
a better Title ; for that Sect began in the Reign 
of Auguftus, who was one of the beft Emperors 
the Roman Government was ever bleffed with ; but 
they would no more fubmit to him, than to Caiz- 
gula or Nero, who were fome of the worlt ; Nor 
did they except againft the Title of Augustus, be- 
caufe his Power was raifed upon the Ruins of the 
Commonwealth, and the Liberty of the People. 
Had the Taxation, that gave Occafion to this new 
Sect, been made before that Change in the Roman 
Government, the fame mad Zeal for Liberty 
would have carried thefe Men into the Avowing 
of the fame Principles; and they would no more 
have fubmitted to the Power of the Senate, than 
they did to that of the Emperor. Now in Oppo- 
fition to the extravagant Opinions and Practices 
of fuch Men, the Apottle declares, that all Govern- 
ments are of God, and therefore all Perfons obliged 
to fubmit to thems; and that they who will not, 
ought to look on what they fuffer for their Difo- 
bedience, as the juft Punifhment of God himfelf 
upon them, though inflicted by the Hand of Men, 
This I have fhewn at large to be the Meaning 
of this Text by a particular and diftinét Explica- 
tion of every Part of it. I come now to confider 
thie 
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the Application of it to ourfelves, and fhall from 
thence endeavour to convince you of the Sin and 
Folly of thofe Plots and Confpiracies that have 
been formed againft the prefent Government, not 
only to difturb its Peace, but in order to a total 
Subverfion of it; which the more you are con- 
vinced of, the more careful will you be not to be 
feduced, by factious Men, into Attempts which 
can probably end in nothing but in bringing down 
the Divine Vengeance on yourfelves, as they would 
Devattation and Deftruction ‘on your Country, and 
on every Thing that is dear to you, fhould they 
fucceed. Now if the Powers that be, that is, that 
are at any Time in Being, are ordained of God, then 
the prefent Government of this Nation is his Or- 
dinance, as truly as any other. For the Apoftle’s 
Affertion, I have fhewn, ts general, not confined 
‘to Time or Place, it being not peculiar to himéelf, 
and to the then State of Things, but the Voice of 
Nature, and the Senfe of all Nations. From 
whence it follows, that the Affirtion is as true 
now as it was then, and confequently the Duty 
built on it of univerfal and perpetual Obligation : 
And therefore in virtue of what is here enjoined, 
Obedience is due by Divine Right, as well as by 
the Laws of the Land, to the prefent Government 
eftablifhed in this Kingdom, 

Indeed, whoever confiders in what Manner the 
Crown was fettled on the Family of his prefent Ma- 
jefty, with how much Deliberation, with how free 
a Confent of the States of the Kingdom, and with 
how chearful and univerfal an Approbation in the 
Body of the People of what their Reprefentatives 
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had done; whoever confiders how folemnly his 
Majefty’s Title has been recognized in Parlia. 
ment ; how much was done to fecure the Succeffion 
tohim in the laft Reign, when the Nation en- 
joyed the moft perfect Tranquillity at Home, and 
was in the greateft Glory, by the Succefs of its 
Arms Abroad; whoever, I fay, confiders impar- 
ually, in what Manner the Crown was fettled on 
the King and his Family, and compares it with 
the Manner in which moft Governments have 
been begun, or with thofe Interruptions and Al- 
terations that have happened in them, to which 
the Powers now governing owe their Titles, will 
fee abundant Reafon to own, that the prefent Go- 
yernment is in a more particular Manner the Ordi- 
nance of God: Since it is impoffible to conceive a 
Settlement more peaceably, more deliberately, more 
freely made, or upon greater Neceffity, or more 
univerfally approved ; a Settlement not only ac- 
quiefced in by the Pcople, but made by their own 
free Choice, and acknowledged by all other Na- 
tions in Alliance with us. If this be not the Work 
of God, no Man living will be able to fay what 
is. 

But if the prefent Government had none of thefe 
Advantages that fo eminently diftinguifh it from 
others, confidered only upon the fame Foot they 
are, it is as truly as any of them, the Ordinance of 
God; there is nothing to exclude it from any Ac- 
knowledgments of that Sort, the other Govern- 
ments ofthe World are entitled to. For the Gof- 
pel, as I have obferved before, does not concern 
itfelf with the Titles of Princes; whoever are in 
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quiet Pofleffion of a Government, and are acknow. 
ledged and fubmitted to by the Body of the Pew 
ple, there is no Room for refufing Submiffion ty 
fuch Governors, upon Pretence of a difputed Ti. 
tle, from this or any Text of Scripture: And 
therefore all Perfons, if we will hear Sc. Paul, are 
obliged in Confcience to fubmit to the prefeat 
Ettablithment, with due Allowance to the Scru 
ples of thole, who think themfelves precluded by 
their own voluntary Act, and in virtue of the 
Oaths it found them under. A great deal might 
be faid to fhew the Invalidity of fuch Obligations, 
in fuch a Cafe as this; fince thereby they bind 
themielves againft God as well as Man, and 
deny his Right to difpofe of Kingdoms as he 
will, whofe fole Prerogative it is, But not 
to enter into that Difpute, which affects but 4 
very fmall Number ; however ¢hey may feruple 
the Acknowledement of another Perfon to be their 
rightful and lawful Prince, yet even thefe Perfong 
mult acknowledge themfelves obliged to a quiet 
and peaceable Submiffion to the Powers now fet 
over them, in Return for the Protection they enjoy 
from them. And they, who will not forbear ea- 
tring into Meatures to difturb, or fubvert the Go- 
vernment, or will not give all reafonable Security 
of a peaceable Behaviour, can with no Reafon ex- 
pect to enjoy the Benefits of it tn common with 
their fellow Subjects ; or complain, if the Govern 
ment fhould think fit to take the propereft Meafuares 
to fecure itfelf againft them. For whether Obed. 
ence be due or not, to a Government when it 
ceafes to protect Men, no kody ever doubted but 

Protection 
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Protection on the Part of the Prince, gave him 4 
Right to the Obedience of the People. 

But to leave thefe Men, who are now very few, 
and who may perhaps, moft of them, be pre- 
fumed to act upon a Principle of Confcience, and 
have not, by a turbulent Behaviour, provoked the 
Government againft them; it is inconceiveable, 
how thofe who never acknowledged any other 
Prince, nor were ever under any perfonal Ties or 
Oaths whatever ; who were either unborn, or but 
Children, at the Revolution ; it is not, I fay, con- 
ceivable, how they can plead Confcience for refu- 
fing Obedience to the prefent Government; much 
lefs, how they can juftify, even to themfelves, the 
going into Plots and Confpiracies again{t it, in 
Breach of fo clear a Command for all Perfons to 
be fubjett to the higher Powers. Senfible People 
will impute fuch a Conduct to Party-Rage and 
‘Paffion ; to Refentment and Difcontent; not to 
Confcience and a tender Regard to what they be- 
lieve to be their Duty, where there do not appear 
moft evident Reafons to the contrary. And if 
fuch Men feel from the Government a Severity 
proportioned to the Provocation they give, they 
‘muft blame themfelves, and not the Government, 
‘which has fhewn an unpara!lel’d Tendernef$ and In- 
‘dulgence towards them, and has ufed fuch a Con- 
nivance, as is hardly confiftent with its own Safety 
and Defence. ~ ; 

But neither is it thefe Men I now addrefs to. 
‘My Bufinefs at prefent is with thofe who have 
‘owned the prefent Government, and by the moft 
folemn Engagements bound themfelves to be 
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faithful and true: to it; whom therefore, if they 
act a falfe and perfidious Part, all the World mut 
allow to be without Excufe. For what is it can be 
faid for them? Have they Scruples about the Ti: 
tle by which his Majefly holds the Crown? Why 
did they by their Oaths acknowledge him to bg 
. their Jawful and rightful Governor ? If it was law. 
ful to take fuch Oaths, it cannot be lawful not to 

keep them ; and all fuch who a¢t againft the Go, 

vernment in direct Violation of them, add the 

Guilt of the blackeft Perjury to the other Sins 

fuch Acts involve them in. Befides the Oath of 

Allegiance, by which they promife to be faithful and 

good Subjeés to his prefent Majefty, they do by 
another Oath acknowledge the Right to be in him, 

and folemnly declare they believe there is none in 

any other ; and what is. ftill more material, they 

do therein promife to defend the Crown as now 

fettled, to the utmoft of their Power, againft all 

Perfons whatfoever: They do not oblige them, 

felves only to do nothing direétly or indiredtly to 

the Prejudice of the Government ; they do not 

only engage not to enter into any, Plots and Con. 

fpiracies againit it; but to difcover any fuch De- 

tiens, that they fhall any Way come to the Know. 

ledge of, and give all the Affiftance they can to 

preferve and fupport the prefent Eftablifhment 

againft all who fhall endeavour the Subverfion of 

it. And this they declare to be their Refolution, 

in the plain obvious Senfe of the Words, without 

any LEquivocation, or mental Refervation, upon 

the Word and Faith of a Chriftian, What can ex- 

cufe a Man who has thus bound himfelf, and yee 

acts 
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gagements ? I have never heard of any Excufe; but 
what is really an Aggravation of the Crime. 

They fay, thefe Oaths were forced upon them, 
and that the Perjury therefore lies upon the Im: 
pofers, and not on thofe who take them. This 
is fo vile a Principle, fo impudent an Excufe, that 
it unhinges all publick Faith at once, and fhews 
thofe that make it, devoid of all Morality, as 
well as of all Senfe of Shame. This is beyond 
any Thing that Fe/witifm has produced; and 
makes the moft folemn Ties that the Wifdom of 


. Man can invent, no Ties at all. How would the 


primitive Christians, how would our Fotefathers 
in later Times, have abhorred fuch monftrous Pre- 
varication in the Sight, and with the Name, of 
God? Had they underftood this Doctrine, had 
they thought the leaft Degree of Infincerity Jaw- 
ful, they needed not have undergone thofe cruel 
Perfecutions, which were inflicted gn fuch Num- 
bers of them. They might have fworn by the Ge- 
nius of the Emperor, or /acrificed; or complied with 
any other Teft required of them, and have excufed 
it from the Neceffity there was of doing fo to fave 
themfelves, and have charged all the Sin of fuch 
Facts upon the Impofers. But they knew too well, 
how frivolous, how wicked, how exectable, before 
God, fuch a Defence would be; they knew no 
Pretence of Force could excufe an Act which they 
had it always in their Power to refufe; and were 
fo far from thinking any Thing they could fuffer 
from Men, a Neceffity that would juttify their act- 
ing again{t their Confciences, that they looked on 
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Death itfelf, in fuch a Caufe, as a licht Afflice 
tion, 

But I need not go back to fuch remote Times, 
to fhew how fcandalous fuch a Plea is 5 if our 
Predeceffors, in either of the Popifb Reigns, with 
which this Nation has been oppreffed fince the Rey 
formation, had been acquainted with this Doétrine, 
the Proteffant Religion had been long fince de- 
{troyed by their Compliances to the Power of thof 
arbitrary Princes. But indeed Proteftants have in 
all Countries been fo far from avowing fo infamous 
a Principle, that even Papifis have abhorred it: 
Even the Fefuits, the great Corrupters of Morality, 
and of all Principles, have not dared openly to ef 
poufe it. So that this Plea, inftead of leffening 
the Guilt of fuch perjured Men, is really a vatt 
Addition to it. And yet what elfe have they to fay 
in their Defence ? For they renounce all Right to 
Refiftance upon Pretence of Male-Adminitftration , 
that is a Principle they always difown, and impute 
it as an impious Doctrine to thofe that differ from 
them. But whatever their Opinion be of the Na- 
ture and Meafurcs of Obedience, admit they avow- 
ed the Principles they difclaim, it would on this 
Occafion do them no Service. For whatever Right 
Male-Adminiftration can give Subjects to oppofe 
their Prince, there can be no fuch Right exercifed, 
where there is no fuch Adminiftration that op- 
preffes thems Which, God be thanked, is our 
Cafe. 

Ic is our Happinefs to be under a Prince who 
has no Intereft feparate from that of his People, 
who makes the known Laws the Rule and Mea. 
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fure of his Government ; who knows no Greatnefs 
but in the Profperity of his Subjects, and who is 
perfectly free from thofe turbulent Paflions that 
give fo much Diflurbance to the World, by which 
the Peace and Quiet, the Rights and Liberties and 
Properties, the Religion and Confcience of Man- 
kind are facrificed to the Lufls and Humours of a 
few. A Prince, who, during the Courfe of his 
Reign, has been fo far from ftretching the Prero- 
gative of the Crown, or form the leaft Attempt 
upon our Liberties, that he has voluntarily 
offered to part with a very confiderable Branch 
of his own Power, if his People thought it would 
more effectually fecure their Liberties: In a Word, 
we arehappy ina Prince who is fo far from affecting 
arbitrary Sway in a legal and limited Government, 
that he would not ufe fuch a Power where he might 
rightfully have done it: Hle governed his eredi- 
tary Dominions with as much Equity and Juftice, 
as if he had been tied up by the ftricteft and fe- 
vereft Laws. So that there is not. the leaft Pre- 
tence for Difobedience in the Subje&t, under Co- 
Jour of any illegal Adminiftration in the Prince. 
No Law for the Good of the People has been at- 
tempted to be repealed, or fet afide ; no new ones 
offered to him have been refufed, nor has any 
difpenfing Power been affumed, or any Thing done 
inany Part of the Adminiftration, that has not 
been with the Advice, or has not had the Appro- 
bation of Parliament. But this, Iam fenfible, in- 
ftead of keeping thefe Men in their Obedience, 
is that which at prefent is the chief Provocation 
to them to throw it off. They know nothing 
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from within can deftroy the prefent Eftablithment, 
fo long as the King is fupported by a dutiful and 
faithful Parliament; and fuch an one, very much 
contrary to their Hopes, they fee the Kingdom 
again happy in, This has made them precipitate 
themfelves into the moft defperate Meafures, 0 
prevent if poffible their Mecting. However fea 
fible a Rebellion may be againft a Prince who 
{tands alone, unfupported by a Parliament, or dis 
ftreffed by a difaffected and difloyal one, there is 
little Hopes fuch Attempts can fucceed againtt the 
united Power of both, which puts the King in 
Poffeffion of all the Wealth and Strength of his 
People, fo far as the Defence of his Perfon and 
Government fhall make it neceffary. 

But what leaves them ftill more without Excuf, 
as Men of the moft feditious Principles have no 
Colour to complain of any illegal or arbitrary 
Proceedings, by which either their Religion or Li. 
berties are endangered, under his Mayjefty’s juft 
and mild Adminiftration ; fo is there no room 
for any fuch Jealoufies in the Profpect they have 
of thofe who fhall fucceed him. No Apprehenf. 
ons of that Kind can have Place, but where the 
reigning Prince wants a Son, or has fuch an one, 
that it had been better for the Nation he had 
been without one, either from his wanting 
the Virtues requifite to make a good Governor, 
or from his being il] affected to the national Reli- 
gion, or in. Danger of being perverted from it 
by a Princefs ‘in his Bofom bred in Popi/h Super- 
{tition ; or, laftly, that he is without Hopes of If 
fue by her; which in courfe plays the Succeffion 
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into Popifh Hands, who in view of it will always 

be giving us Difturbances, and concerting the beft 
- Meafures, that they may not be difappointed. 
But it is our Happinefs, under the prefent Eftab- 
lifhment, to be free from all the uneafy Appre- 
henfions that any of thefe Cafes could ‘create to 
make us fear, that the Tranquillity and Safety we 
now enjoy, will not be lafting. 

God has given his Majefty a Son, adorned with 
all the Qualities that are requifite to make a great 
Prince, and:a happy People ; who is ‘full of Ho- 
nour and Integrity, and abhors nothing fo much 
as Falfhood and Injuftice; who is eminent for 
Fortitude and Temperance ; who is well affected 
to the eftablifhed Religion ; who has nothing Fo- 
reign in him but his Birth, and is remarkable for 
his Efteem and Love of Euglifhmen; in a word, 
who treads in the Steps, and inherits the Virtues, 
of his Royal Father. And which is ftill a greater 
Security to our future Happinefs, ‘his Royal High- 
nefs wants not (fuch was his Father’s Care) a Con- 
fort worthy of himfelf, who is diftinguifhed by all 
the amiable Qualities, that are the Ornament and 
Glory of her Sex; who fhines in every Relation 
of Life an exemplary Pattern, unfullied by any 
Blemith.of any Sort; and who, to’ complete her 
Character, is fo good a Protefant, and fo truly 
an Enemy to the Superftition and Tyranny of Po- 
pery, that as the Splendor and Pageantry of it could 
not allure her, fo neither could the Title of one 
Crown, and the Profpect af another, tempt her 
to renounce or to diflemble the Religion, which 
an excellent Underftanding, ‘and well informed 
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Confcience had approved : Sg, that our Religion ig 
perfectly fafe on that Side, from whence our great 
eft Apprehenfions of Popery have formerly come, 
But that is not all the Happinefs we have in-View; 
we are not only happy in the perfonal Virtues of 
their Royal Highneffes ; they have bleffed the Roy ; 
al Family, one in: that the Nation, with a numes 
rous and beautiful Ife of the greatett Hopes, who 
are the Love and Delight of this Age, and will be 
the Support and Giana of the next, This is the 
King, this the Family, thefy wicked Men would 
depofe,, and - fet afide 3 3 (I might fay, murder and 
affaflinate, for. it is known. that even’ fuch villainous 
Meatfures have not been. difdained) a Family from 
whence there is all the Hopes , of a Succeffion of 
National Bleflings, for Ages, to, come, that could 
be. defired, and far ‘beyond. what this Nation in 
almotft any Age has feen. 

Sa that they who would overturn ‘this Govern- 
ment, have no Pretence at prefent or in Profpedt 
for it, but what in Truth fhould bea Reafon to 
them for not attempting it.- So devoid are they 
of any real. and joftifiable Gane for soing into 
fuch Meafures, and breaking through rhofe Obli. 
gations to Obedience, with which, both by the 
Laws of God and Man, they are fo frit] ly bound, 

- And this may fhew both the Sin and Folly of 
fuch Attempts. ; But the Monttrouinefs of both 
will more fully ¢ appear, if we take a nearer. View 
either of the End they aim at, or the Means by 
which they hope to compafs it. Whom they arg 
to depofe, what Family they are to fet afide, we 
haye already feen 3 a Pamily from which we may 

promife 


oT 
4 Pp 


pe ah 


ARS 


ris , vi 


; 


a Sa 


a wh a ae 


: vi oy 5563 brs toh we | cada ; eviisat tgif Legos tisrly 4s i 
- aun. a tiey noi it tah ai, Dna plied fe 
. pitt pete ft maatg oe ‘jo aifil Mined bak coor 


nth aaiT . gx3q oh Io. yoko fits nogqez ob 


7 merit viva: ak (59< aiabib besd. ion ‘sve evil vo 7 


io 


peg rmaipni: aac? 
ughSa quo Sonsdw axl bie tld no Ls aNi3q a : 
samo yaxmnt gvad gual To eiodnarine gh i 
qeoi Twi avert ovr ee eli ods fle son at td 


} ewni fanohsag off ai wyqaal yInw tod axe ow 


iat 


xi Siw baw. 2A etds to stigilotl bas svat ads sie 


Lwow nal brah w stods imi ptt ely aed =) 
bas bibs tie wa afyur 5h i ails x) ty fis Acq sb . 
c baonialeg thaust Age, int awoad ma m ie iat eaniliate ic ~~) 


Wp nolliypoudé 2 lo, esq0ki ee Me a s73d3 sonssivy 
fluor ial) NGS 03 eQA aol: eerie: Lenoiieds 
ni moider’s aicl? sattyy hnwgad al Lis jbaitsh. od 
0 tad agA yas flonslé pea 
i000) sid? niunave Livow give Yom Sens OB ~ 
Rxlorl fi 30 insisyy 3 is sonst On svid dasen Ns 
ot name e 2d blued de ah, ii Jaw und 1 wet a 
eels is bieval of ai man NTS 208 a tna 
oi gUiog Wo} eaued of latte, bes fare § s ta 
eit Oo doit fou G “uD guid: vd bee eruitugl a 
gio vel dind stoulw dyiv aonsiadd op S01 ; a 
bavod ylich ot 1s qd aM bing fod en » a r 
lo wel ban nit od shod woul a = = : : 
A ds = 
b > 


dind-tq AsalwovineM st 308 - = atqiar 
wal anesa aod ow ti TeaKgqe Y wih Tie. 
yd tars odi-to ds tig yor bast sft . 
ve od mokW at staginoy af sqod yall 
zy abis wt ot a6 youl) ylitel yeclw laa: iF 04” 
1a a doidw mow qimey s td (bs atts seed 


ouimong .. 


_ 


or. 
__ 
j 


ip 
& 


Cathedral at Worcefter, 1722. 249 


promife ourfelves a conftant Succeffion, of all the 
Bleffings a Nation can enjoy, and which deferves 
well to be confidered, the only Family that can 
derive thefe Bleflings to us, So that if thefe Men 
could fucceed in their Defiens, it would not be to 
exchange one Prince, .or one Family, for another, 
who would make us, if not. more Happy, at leaft 
as much fo as we are already: Though even fuch 
4 Defign would be extremely wicked and abfurd, 
yet it were well for us, if that cquld be hoped for 
from the prefent Confpiracy, not to be put by it 
into a worfe Condition than we were before. But 
what. makes their Attempt infinitely more inexcu- 
fable, it is to placeia Popifo Pretender upon the 
Throne of thefe Kingdoms,.and to entail on the 
Nation thofe Miferies, which they have, been at the 
greateft Expence of Blood and Treafure to fecure 
themfelves againft}, ,, ;.- 

_ Popery in the Throne, 18 an teas that car- 
ries in it every Thing. that can be terrible. to Pro- 
teffants and Englifbmen, and yet it does not ex- 
prefs half the Miferies that, in the prefent Circum- 
ftlances, it would bring upon us. Popery, in its 
beft Shape, and mildeft Form, is very dreadful 
toa Proteftant People : What then will it be, when 
it comes upon us armed with all the Rage that 
Hunger, and Revenge, and Defpair can infpire 
into it? What Bounds can be fet, what Temper 
or Moderation can be expected upon.the Return 
of a Superftition, whofe. Mercies are cruel, after an 
Exile of fo many Years? What Juttice, what Equity 
can this Nation hope for from an infulting Enemy, 
flufh’d with Succefs, after fo many cruel Difappoint- 
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ments 3 and whofe inbred Hatred to us has ‘fo ma. 
ny Ways been more and more heightned and in 
flamed ? Can Popery, that could not {pare us, hor 
keep any Terms or Faith with us, when it reiened 
ina Prince of otherwife no ill Qualities, and who 
had the greateft Obligations to the Nation for their 
Fidelity and Attachment to him; Could Popery be 
falfe, and cruel, and infupportable to us, in ‘the 
Breaft of {uch a Prince 3 and can we hope for any 
other Ufage from it, than what is dictated by Ha. 
tred and Revenge, when the fame Superftition has 
it again in its Power to trample on us, ih ‘the 
Hands of one, who is not only a Stranger ‘to our 
Conftitution, and without all Obligations to the 
Nation, but who has been bred in the greateft 
Averfion to it, and who may be prefumed to have 
been taught no one Thing -fo much, as how to 
take an ample Revenge of it for the Exclufien of 
him, and effectually to fubdue all future Oppofition, 
to whatever his Refentment or Religion can prompt 

him to attempt 
Nothing can be conceived fo terrible to ‘this 
Nation, fo deftructive of its Religion and Liber. 
ties, as to place Popery, thus enraged, in the. 
Throne of thefe Kingdoms, And yet this: ts the 
noble End propofed by the prefent Confpiracy ; 
It is not to fecure our Laws, or Religion, or Li- 
berties, but moft effectually to deftroy them, and 
enflave us to the worlt of Governments, to a Ty- 
ranny Spiritual as well as Civil, For to do them 
Juftice, they do not pretend, the Prince they would 
impofe on us is a Proteffant, or inclined to fa- 
vour our Religion, or that he has promifed to fup- 
port 
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port it: No, on the contrary 'they-confefS, he ‘i$ 
a moft zealous Papi/t, and‘that none of thofe who 
undertook his Converfion, have been-able to make 
the Jeaft Impreffion on him. They have ‘indeed 
endeavoured to amufe the Country in fome Places 
with the Hopes of fecuring their Religion, by pre+ 
tending they do not defign to bring in the Pre- 
tender, but his Son, a Child not two Years old. 
A hopeful Scheme! But ‘can any body ‘that thinks 
believe them ? Can ‘it be thought that the Preten- 
der would be fo contented? Can it be believed, 
that if the Son were once here, the Father would 
not foon follow ? What fhould hinder it, ‘if the Fa- 
mily, now reigning, were removed ? Or is it pof- 
fible this Nation, in fuch Circumftances, can fubfitt 
under a Jong Regency ? Who fhall prevent Fac- 
tions among themfelves; who fhall fupply the Va- 
cancies that happen in them, or who fhall at firft 
name them? And if the Child they are Regents 
for, fhould die, as all Children are fubjeét to a 
thoufand Accidents, what muft the Nation do 
then ? Muft they then call in the Pretender 
himfelf, or muft he needs have another Son 
for us ? Or fhall we return to the Family they 
would expel ? This is all fo impracticable, ‘that 
they muft be very ignorant indeed that can be thus 
impofed on. If this Family be fet afide, we muft 
have Popery or nothing, bare-fac’d Popery, in the 
moft frightful Circum{ftances it can poffibly be at- 
tended with. Men mutt have a very good Opinion 
of themfelves, or a very mean one of their'Fellow- 
fubjetts, if they think the Generality of the Na- 


tion can be wrought on to engage in, or favour 
fuch 
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fuch a wicked and ruinous Defien, in which it js 
impoffible to hope for any Good, or the Abfence 
of any one Evil, that can concur to make a Na- 
tion compleatly miferable. 
_ But let us now take a View of the Means shat 
are to bring about this great Defign, and we fhall 
find the End and the Means juft of a Piece, 
equally wicked and abfurd. They are to entail 
Slavery upon the Nation for all Time to come, by 
involving it at prefent in all the Calamities that an 
unnatural Rebellion can bring upon it hey 
will not indeed own this, and are in Appearance 
fo fanguine as to tell People, they: can bring about 
this glorious End without any Effufion of Blood; 
but how can we believe them ?) Why they tell us, 
the Revolution was fo brought about. Vain Men! 
Becaufe the Revolution by the wonderful Providence 
of God on the Meafures of the late King, con- 
certed with the greateft Wifdom, and for the beft 
of Caufes, to fave the Religion and Liberties of 
the Nation, when in the moft imminent Danger, 
and upon the Brink of Ruin; becaufe this 2evo- 
lution was fo happily effected, therefore ee think 
they may hope for the fame Succefs in the Profe- 
cution of the moft unjuft and wicked Enterprize : 
As if becaufe God wonderfully bleffed a Defign to 
fave our Religion and Liberties, therefore he will 
as wonderfully profper one defigned for the cer- 
tain Ruin of them, But without confidering 
God’s more immediate Providence in bringing 
about the Revolution, had that unhappy Prince, 
who was driving fo faft to fettle Popery in this Na- 
tion, had he a Parliament willing and ready to 
aflift 
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aMift him in that ruinous Enterprize ? Were either 
the Nobility, or Gentry, or Clergy, engaged in 
thofe Interefts ? Had he any Wealth or Strength 
of his own, in any other Country to fupport him ? 
Had he-an Army to depend on, that either would 
or could lawfully defend him in his Invafions on 
the Conftitution ? Were there nothing elfe, thefe 
Confiderations alone are fufficient to fhew, that the 
prefent Confpirators have no Room to hope for 
the fame Succefs as happened then. 

But the Vanity and Emptinefs of fuch Hopes 
will better appear, if we compare what.was at. 
tempted then, with what is attempted now. There 
was a wife and great Prince at the Head of the 
Defign, that brought about the Revolution, fup- 
ported by a good Body of Troops, ftrengthened 
by many and powerful Alliances, famed for his 
Virtue and Courage, for his Love of Liberty and 
Zeal for the Proteffant Religion, perfonally known 
and beloved by the beft of the Nobility and Gen- 
try of the Nation, and married to a Princefs who 
was next in Succeffion to the Crown, and entirely 
poffeffed of the Hearts and Affections of the 
People. A Defign thus conducted, in fuch Hands, 
fo fupported, and in Defence of fo good a Caute, 
did fucceed beyond all Expectation ; therefore — 
therefore what ? Why therefore, a wicked Con- 
fpiracy, to ferve the worft of Caufes, unfupported 
by any real Strength either at Home or Abroad, 
efpoufed by no Prince, detefted by the main Body 
of the Nobility, Gentry and Clergy, and which 
will doubtlefs appear to be fo by the People alto, 
when their Apprehenfions of Popery fhall bring 
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them to their Senfes again, and they fhall. be con- 
vinced thefe Defigns of their Enemies are real; 
fuch. a, Confpiracy, in fuch unpromifing Circums 
ftances,, muft fucceed, as: wonderfully, as the Res 
volution did ! How much more Reafon have the 
Confpirators, and thofe that wifh well to them, to 
apprehend that their prefent Attempt will fucceed 
no: better than other Plots ufually do, of which 
fcarce one.in a Thoufand takes Effeét ?- How vain; 
ly have they, ever fince the Revolution, kept up the 
Hopes of their Party; with ridiculous Expecta. 
tions of a Change from fome new Project that 
could not mifcarry ? Scarce a Year has paffed, in 
which they have not vainly flattered themfelves 
with fuch Delufions. But can they fo foon forget 
the laft Rebellion ? Op have they any teafonable 
Ground: to hope they fhall fucceed better now? 
Yes; the Experience of that has made them wifer; 
they can, take their Meafures better now, and pre- 
vent the fatal Mifcarriages that happened then. 
Then they began their Work in the remoter Parts 
of the Kingdom, which gave the Government 
Time: to provide againft them, and take thof 
Meafures that foon put an End to that good De- 
fign. But that the like Difafter might not again 
happen, they refolved now to begin their Play in 
the Center of the Kingdom, and to ftrike their 
Blow home at once. London is to be the Scene ; 
the Tower; the City, the Bank, the Minifters, the 
General, the Prince, the King, are all to be feized 
atonce. And if this firft Stroke could fucceed, 
they had then a fure Game; Infurrections were 
immediately to break out in all Parts, and the 

whole 
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whole Kingdom, they were confident, would fol- 
low the Fate, of the Capital, and be their own. 

But da thefe Men really think, fuch Plots are 
fo eafily executed ? Can fuch Defigns be formed 
without many being privy to them? Or can they, 
confiftently with that, hope for fuch a Secrecy, as 
is neceflary ? If the chief Operators, may be con- 
fided in, can the inferior Tools be trufted ? The 
Directors may perhaps have Art enough. to fequre 
themfelves from Conviction, but it is morally im- 
poflible to fecure their Plot from a Difcovery, 
But if they could, could they flatter themfelves, 
that a Scheme confifting of fo many Parts would 
fucceed, when a fmall Mifcarriage, or Delay, in 
any one Part, would endanger the Whole? Do 
they think the King’s perfonal Intereft in the Na- 
tion to be fo little, or Men’s Concern for their 
Religion and Liberties to be fo languid, and re- 
mifs ? Do they think the Men of Fortune and 
Eftate, who have been always in the Proteftant 
Intereft, fo devoid of Zeal or Strength, that a Na- 
tion can in an Inftant be over-run by a} few dif- 
contented, ambitious Men, who mean _ nothing 
but their own private Ends, or to repair their bro- 
ken Fortunes? Who have nothing to recommend 
them to the Affection or Efteem of the Nation, 
at leaft, not preferably to others of their own 
Rank ; and who have nothing elfe to depend on 
to fupport them in their wicked Enterprize, but 
the Difaffection of the meaneft of the People, and 
of fuch as have ruined themfelves in the late ge- 
neral Calamity ? Which, though it happened in his 
Majefty’s Reign, cannot with any Jultice be im- 
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puted to him, and might as well have happened 
in the Reign of any other Prince ; being in Truth 
little other than’ an Epidemical, or National Mad. 
nefs, which we greedily ran into after che Exans 
ple of a Neighbour Nation ; which in Reafon 
fhould have been not an Example, but a Warning 
tous, not to tread in the fame Steps. Js it ima. 
ginable, a Nation can fo eafily be overturned by 
a Handful of factious’ Men, dettitute of foreign 
Help, and depending only on fuch a Difaffection, 
as could laft no longer, than till the Feonle could 
be: difabufed ? 

The mott probable Iffue of their cenrapsrnts k hu- 
manly fpeaking, would have been: the fame, as it 
‘was before: The utmoft Succefs they could rea. 
fonably hope for, muft have been the involving of 
the Nation into a long Civil War; which is fo 
dreadful.a Scene, a Scene of fo much Horror and 
Confufion, that nothing can make the Thought of 
it tolerable, but the abfolute Ruin of the Nation, 
without the running of fuch a Risk to fave it. 
Could I infute into you a fhort View of the slate 
Civil War, with which this Nation was fo long 
dittragted ; were it poflible for you to have but 
for one !four a full and lively Senfe of that inf. 
nite Variety of Miteries this Kingdom then fuffered, 
there would need no other Argument to fill you 
with a juft Abhorrence of all fuch Attempts, as 
muit probably involve you in the fame Calamities. 
But could the Conipirators be as fortunate as they 
wifh to be, you have feen what it is their Defign 
is to end in, in entailing Popery and Slavery upon 
a. Protefant and free People. 
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As the Dilaffection of the People is. the chief 
Strength they have to depend on; fo it muft be 
confefled, they have not been wanting in their En- 
deavours to fecure that. Hence have proceeded 
that Swarm of virulent and treafonable Libels, that 
have of late filled all Places; which both for their 
Number and their Malice have exceeded all that 
this Kingdom in peaceable Times hath ever feen, 
At the Time indeed they were thought to be cal- 
culated only to influence the Eleé?ions then ap- 
proaching ; but the Event has fhewn, the Defign 
was deeper laid, and that nothing lefs was meant 
than a total Subverfion of the Government; which 
thefe Libels were to pave the Way to. It was for 
this fuch a Clamour was raifed againft Quarantain 
Bill, and the Minds of the People terrificd with 
fuch groundlefs Fears, ‘This Bill, the Confpirators 
feared, would draw all the Forces of the Kingdom 
to the Neighbourhood of Loudon, which was the 
moft fatal Thing could happen for a Plot, of 
which London was to be the Scene. For this all 
the Arts of Calumny and Defamation were wich 
incredible Induftry employed, to afperfe the Go- 
‘yvernment, and render every Part of the Admini- 
ftration odious and contemptible, in Hopes the 
People would be fo far infatuated as to join with 
the Confpirators, or fit ftill at leaft, and not be 
active in oppofing them, It was for this the Ha- 
nover Succcflion was in fo impudent a Manner vi- 
Jified and expofed; for this, the Royal Family, 
every Branch of it, even the King himfelf, was 
traduced with fo much Virulence: And a wife, 
joft, and merciful Prince, defcended from the no- 
Vor lL R bleft 
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bleft Blood in Europe, and no Way degenerating 


from the Virtues of his Anceftors, was reprefented 
in the falfeft and blackeft Colours, as devoid of all 
Virtue and Honour, inglorious both in himfelf and 
Family. 

Such Ufage would have provoked moft Princes 
to the fevereft Refentments ; and nothing feems to 
have reftrained all Appearance of any in his Ma. 
jefly, fo much as the Confcioufnefs of his own Vir. 
tue, and that Greatnefs of Mind, which makes him 
as infenfible of Calumny, as he is fearlefs of Dan. 
ger, But the lefs Refentment he fhews himéfelf at 
fuch Ufage, the greater Indignation fhould it raife 
in the Breafts of all good Subjects ; who fhould — 
no more patiently fuffer fuch Injuries done to their 
Prince, than to themfelves. Men of the mot 
moderate Underftandings may be fure thofe Charges 
are falfe, which cannot be true without fuppoting 
their Prince a much worfe Man than any of them 
would be willing to be thought themfelves, In 
general, whatever Imputation cannot be true of 
Perfons, without their being a great deal wore 
Men than we before took them to be, we fhould 
always prefume is falfe, till we are very well affured 
it isnot. This is a Jultice due to every private 
Man, much more to Princes, whofe Characters, 
as well as Perfons, ought to be facred : and no 
Man can be a good Subject, that does not preferve 
that Reverence and Honour for them : Much lets 
can it confift with our Duty to believe of them 
Things there is not the leaft Colour for, ‘Things 
which are not only falfe, but very @rofly fo. And 
in this Refpect the Confpirators have flrangely 
overlhot 
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overfhot themfelves ; they have not been content 
to afperfe his Majefty and his Government, with- 
out the leaft Regard to Truth, but have done it in 
fo outragious a Manner, as deftroys all Kind of 
Probability ; which People mutt be very ill Judges 
of, who can believe the hundredth Part of what 
thefe Men have told them. The Subverfion of 
the Government appearing now to have been the 
End which thofe virulent Tongues and Pens were 
pointed at,.that Confideration will, I hope, pre- 
vail with all honeft Men for the future to be more 
than ordinarily carefui how they give any Coun- 
tenance or Credit to them, fince they ‘are fo full 
of deadly Poifon, and mean nothing lefs than the 
Deftruction of that Eftablifhment from which our 
own Safety is infeparable. . 
What has been faid, does, I hope, fufficiently 
fhew both the Sin and Folly of the prefent exe- 
crable Confpiracy ; that the Sin of it is exceeding 
finful, and the Folly equal to the Sin. It propofes 
to itfelf the worft of Iinds, to be compafied by the 
moft wicked of Means, and thofe moft unlikely 
to fuccecd. But fome Men have fo little Senfe of 
Religion, or of the Goad of Society, or of the 
Happinefs of their Country, that fuch Confiderations 
will weigh little with them, if they do not find 
their own Account in it, They foolifhly feparate 
Things that are infeperable, and do not care what 
‘becomes of the Publick, if they can reap any Ad- 
vantage to themfelves, Let us then go a little. 
farther, and fee what thofe Advantages are that 
any Men can promife themfelves by favour- 
ing a Confpiracy that is to end in the Subverfion 
) Ree unten, feel: 
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of the Government. What is it they propofe to 
get by it? Why, Trade is dead; and Taxes ar 
beavy : Be it fo, how will a Change of the Go- 
vernment mend Matters? Will the Farmer have 
better Crops, or will his Corn yield a better Price? 
Will the Mechanick, or Retailer, have a quicker 
Vent for their Wares,- or be able to fell them at 
higher Rates? Or will Perfons of inferior Rank 
mend their Wages ? Will the Clothier find a bets 
ter Market, will the Merchant be able to take of 
him greater Quantities, or at a greater Price ? In 
order to this he muft have himfelf a greater Trade 
abroad. But how will a Change of Government 
effect that? Will it make Foreign Countries lay 
down their own Manufactures, or will the Num. 
bers of thofe who take off our Goods increafe, or 
will there be a greater Confumption of them? Or 
does any Thing give Life to Trade, but the Ex, 
portations we aig If Trade be tn any Branch 
of it overftacked, or Foreigners have found the 
Way to ferve themfelves with what they ufed to 
take from us, or whatever elfe occafions Deadne 
of Trade, a Revolution in the Government can- 
not poflibly remove. the Caufe 5 and therefore it is 
‘great Weaknels in Men to fancy it will: Though 
by the way, the Complaint itfelf is at prefent 
groundlefs, the Demand of our Goods from 
Abroad having for fome Time been very great, 
Men fhould not only confider the Evils they feel, 
but look into the Caufes of them, and then they 
will nat impute thofe Things to the Government, 
which proceed wholly from Caufes that have no 
Relation to it, or which, ajl Circumftances-confi- 
dered, could not be prevented, 
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And as to Taxes, how do thofe that complain 
of them, think a fuccefsful Confpiracy would make 
them eafy ? Would they deftroy publick Credit, 
and have fuch a Number of People ruined, as there 
muft be by finking a Debt of Fifty Millions ? 
Which, if their Difaffection did not perpetually 
put the Government upon extraordinary Expences, 
we fhould foon fee in a Way of being paid, I 
doubt, they who would have fo crying an Injuftice 
committed to leffen Taxes, have little Property of 
their own to lofe. Or have they Land? I would 
ask them, How they would like to have that taken 
from them to the fame Value? which might be 
done with equal Juftice, Bat whatever their Judg- 
ments, or rather Inclinations, are, they mutt give 
thofe who have trufted the Government with their 
Fortunes for the Defence of the Common Caule, 
leave to differ from them: And if their Properties 
are fecured, Taxes muft be continued. So that a 
Change of Government, without a Change of Ju- 
ftice alfo, will do them no Service. In Truth, the 
Change the Confpirators would make, could not 
leffen either of thefe Grievances, but would ne- 
ceffarily increafe both 5 it being impoffible Trade 
can flourifh under an arbitrary Government, equal- 
ly to what it does under a legal one, Nor would 
the Wants of the Government, that muft be fed 
by Taxes, be lefs than they are now, but vaftly 
preater, if we confider the ftarved Condition -in 
which Popery mult afcend the Throne, and how 
many Perfons and Things there would be to be 

provided for at the Nation’s Expence, 
Bat after all that can be faid, many will be fo 
R 3 yaln 
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vain as to flatter them{elves, that however it fares 
with others, they at leaft fhall be Gainers by a 
Change. But how can that poffibly be, or what 
is it they expect ? I would beg Leave to ask any 
of thefe Gentlemen one fhort Quettion ; Do they 
hope the Enemies of the Government are many, 
or few? If they are but few, the Plots againft it 
cannot fucceed ; I will therefore anfwer for them, 
that they wifh they may be many, But then will 
not many, upon a Change, have the fame Preten. 
fions to favour with themfelves ? How then will 
they divide the Spoil? I fear, where one would 
be fatished, a Thoufand would be ditcontented ; 
for when every Man is Judge of his own Merit, he 
will not eafily think it jut, another fhould be pre- 
ferred, while he is neglected. 

Befides, thefe Gentlemen fhould confider, how 
many Perfons there are, who in this Caufe have 
Pretenfions infinitely fuperior to them 5 how many 
Lnglifh, Scots, and Irifh there are to be taken Care 
of in the firft Place, who have all their Lives been 
following a defperate Caule, and have fuffered 
ereatly for its and are the only People that can 
juilly plead Confeience, and have real Merit? It 
will be fo impoffible to provide for others, that 
oreat Numbers even of thofe will unavoidably be 
neglected, and get nothing to repair in any De- 
‘eree their ruined Fortunes, For confider, how 
poor this new Government will be ; what Debts 
and Arrears are due to France, and Spain, and 
Rome, all to be paid by a Nation which, if we will 
belicve them, is already exhaufled. 

So that in the Upfthot we fhall find none more 
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diffatished, upon a little Trial of a new Govern- 
ment, than thofe very Perfons, who at prefent are 
moft zealous for it. They will find they have not 
the Advantages they expected, but will feel in 
common with others the heavy Evils which, they 
fay, they did not expect. And if that prove to 
be the Cafe, what will they do then? Why, then 
they will plot, and confpire, and rebel again, I 
make no doubt they would, though they did not 
tell us fo; fince it is plain, it is not Confcience, 
but Paffion or Intereft that governs them. But 
firft, how is this confiftent with their pretended 
Principles, and their Devotion to the Right Line 2 
Next, how will they effect a Change, or what will 
they change to ? Do they think, if a Popi/b Prince 
were again upon the Throne, he would not take 
more effectual Meafures to fecure himfelf in it, 
than the laft did ? Do they think he would not 
profit by the falfe Steps then made, and mend 
what in that Cafe was found to be ill judged ? Do 
they think, he would rely on paflive Obedience for 
his Safety, and be fo credulous as to believe, that 
Nature, when oppreffed, wall not rebel againft Prin- 
ciple, though very lavifh of its Compliments, when 
there is nothing to fuffer ? Laftly, do they think 
che would truft to an Army of Jri/b Papifis, and re-. 
fufe a good Body of Foreign Troops from his Ca- 
tholick Allies, who would always be as ready to 
‘offer, as he could be to accept them ? 

Thefe are all very chimerical Fancies ; but fup- 
pofe him weak enough to make the fame, or 
equal, or greater Overfights than were made be- 
fore, what is it thefe Men would change to? To 
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what Prince will they apply themfelves ? Who will 
accept the Government of an inconftant, factious, 
ungovernable People, ruined by their own Follics, 
and weakened to that Degree, as to be the Scorn 
of all Nations ; without Honour, without Strength, 
without Union, (the only Thing that can give it 
Strength) and fo diftraéted by Divifions, as to be 
an ealy Prey to the firft Invader ? So that nothing 
can be expected in fuch a Cafe, but certain, and 
inevitable, and irrecoverable Ruin. For Strength 
and Union will in vain be hoped for, though the 
Prince they are fo defirous to have, fhould for a 
while govern better than there is any Reafon to 
expect, and fhould not immediately purfue violent 
and arbitrary Meafures to the Ruin of cur Reli- 
gious or Civil Rights: For do they think, that 
while the Crown 1s worth contending for, the J/- 
luftrious Family in which it is now fettled, will 
tamely refign their Right ? Will he .not always 
have a powerful Rival to alarm him ? Will that 
Part of the Nation who are heartily and entirely 
in that Intereit, forget their Oaths and Obliga- 
tions to fupport the Succeffion as now eftablifhed ? 
Will they patiently live in a perpetual Fear of Po- 
pery and arbitrary Power 2 Can fuch a Part be. ex- 
pected from Perfons who have always diftinguifh- 
ed themfelves by their Zeal againft them? No, 
fuch an Acquiefcence, fuch a Submiffion is in vain 
hoped for: Their Hearts and Hands will be al- 
ways ready to reftore a Protofant Royal Family, and 
they can never be without good Hopes of fucceed- 
ing : So that could thofe Men have their With, a 
Clainy to the Crown will not be wanting, nor a 
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flrong Party to fupport it. From whence it js 
taly to fee, the Tranquility they promife them- 
felves, can never take Place, an undifturbed Pof. 
fefion of the Crown cannat be obtained, Divifions 
will not only fubfitt but increafe with all the Mit 
chiefs of them, Trade will be damped, Forces 
muft be kept, and Taxes be continued, and thofe 
heavier much than ever. 

What now, upon this View, will the Nation 
get by a Change ? Which is moft eligible to a 
Proteftant People, to preferve the prefent Settle. 
ment again{t a Popi/ Rival, or to bring in a Po- 
pih Pretender to be maintained with much greater 
Trouble and Charge, again{t a Proteffant Prince ? 
Belides the Danger, and the Expence of Blood 
and Treafure, to bring fuch a Revolution about, 
and the great Probability there is, that fhould it 
fucceed, that alone would, in a little Time, of it- 
{elf compleat our Ruin, 

When fad Experience fhall fhew thefe to be the 
Fruits of a Change, it will be a poor Excufe for 
thofe who brought it on us, to fay, /Vbo would 
ibave thought it ¢ We did not defign it, we ho- 
ped, and were promifed better Things. Such an 
Ignorance could be no Excufe to any before God 
or Man ; and if it could, cannot be pleaded in 
their Behalf: They have been told again and 
again, that thefe would be the fatal Confequences 
of not fupporting the prefent Eftablifhment, This 
wife and honeft Men, whofe Virtue and whofe 
Judgment they ought to have regarded, have. of- 
ten fore-warned them of, but they would not’ 
hear : They were given up by God to a Spirit of 
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266 A Sermon preached at the 
Delufion, as Part of their Punifhment, for not 
fubmitting to the Ways of his Providence, and 
paying Obedience to his Laws. 

If this plain and unaffected Reprefentation will 
not prevail with thofe of known Difaffection, to 
alter their Sentiments, and convince them of the 
extreme Sin and Folly of fuch Counfels as can, 
humanly fpeaking, end in nothing but the Ruin 
of their Country, and of every Thing that is dear 
to them; it will, it is to be hoped, have its Weight 
with Perfons of a better Mind, and awaken thot, 

who wilh well to the prefent Settlement, from that 

Supinenefs and Security, into which our Enemies 
have, by their Artifices, lulled fo many of them, 
and that they will not be any longer carelefs and 
indifferent what becomes of Things, in which 
their Country’s Happinefs is fo much concerned: 
Which Behaviour and Temper, though not fo 
criminal in itfelf, as an open Ditaffection, is as fa. 
tal in its Confequences. For if thofe who mean 
no Il to the Government, will be Spectators only, 
and unconcernedly look on, while others are en- 
deavouring the Subverfion of it; this in the End 
will prove the fame Thing as dire¢lly joining with 
them, and the fame Ruin and Deftruction will re- 
fult from it, | 

It is high Time therefore for thofe, who wih 
better Things, to look about them, and to be up- 
on their Guard, and confider, that they who are 
not again{ft the Enemies of the Government, are 
‘for them; and that if they are indifferent, they 
do as much as their Enemies defire of them. To 
this End, let them take Care how they give Cre- 
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dit to groundlefs Afperfions on the Government, 
particularly to that moft dangerous, as well as moft 
fenfelefs Calumny, that the King and his Minifters 
are impofing a Sham-plot upon the Nation, which 
the Enemies of our Peace have been wonderfully 
induftrious to fpread, and have done it with no- 
table Succefs : There being nothing of fo much 
Service to a Confpiracy, or fo likely to fecure it 
from a Difappointment, as to perfuade the People 
that there is nothing in it, and that it jis all a Fic- 
tion of the Court, it is no Wonder thofe, who are 
in it, or wifh well to it, are much concerned to 
propagate fuch Reports ; but how honeft, fenfible, 
well-meaning Men can be fo impofed on, is ama- 
~ zing; fince no one Inftance can be given, when 
a Prince from the Throne, or in any other autho- 
ritative Way, told his People, he had certain In- 
telligence of a Confpiracy againft him, when it 
was not fo, In Truth, Men of Senfe muft have 
a ftrange Opinion of a King and his Minifters, be- 
fore they can believe they would, in fo folemn a 
Manner, impofe a Plot upon them: They muft 
fuppofe them devoid of all Honefty, or of all 
Underftanding ; the laft, if they are deceived 
themfelves, and believe there is a dangerous Con- 
fpiracy carrying on, when there really is none ; 
and the firft, if they would knowingly and willing- 
Jy deceive the People into the Belief of a Plot of 
their own making, But why fhould Men entertain 
either of thefe Opinions of the King, or thofe 
about him, that there is either no Senfe, or no 
Truth in them? How would Men of any Reputa- 
tion like to be treated fo themfelves ?- How 1s fo 

vile 


. 


te eng seflancW 49! 
Hors os biswr as geemnnyruds Pom tedi apy pichas ver 
— _™> eefiia ad bre Hil ody sais oUt nated tts 
i doidw esc ‘ods wage 3oln «rnd £ gniloge ni ne 
- » ¢blitiotmew asad ews sonst ae lo extmspH ody 
- oon oiw-ti stel svt bax ere oF woirfuba 7 
as thera 3D Qo gain ueisd sidT : Asoe sida 4 
_ % sux at yfodill a a6 MEUTNGT H on sonny? ‘ 
sigovt adi sbsdhisy o2 ae HOS AHIOAGH KL & angi | 
OF ¢ Us at wale bins ot nl goidson ai tnd sady: 
sis oly slods satel! ir a ah awed sels To nos oe 
G7 aermna> Assn s1z at OF Usve Rive a0 oh pl 4 
widen iscod wad turd 5 Enos F dx ayy geqgery 
(ne & 70 Daum A od nea aol geincomn-liaw. 
now .nsvig ¢FSe9 Saosin’ 500 oq soni i; pais 7 
Gils Sitka gna give sonmaT sly mort sonsv] » 
val nienss bed 3d slant gil loz ,yaW sviigs : 
3t ocdwe .ervid Thain Sino £ to sonszilied 
; oved The Nast Wo ash dunt AL 0} .09 sew | 
od ead etsliiniM ail bax putt clo oinigO sunaii) s : 
6 eoim of ai .Livow ysdr’ sesifed tes youl) srot 
Duce yal Ts cevords noqu 208 & viegml ~ankl 
{slow ~hsnold Uy jo Liovsh arety 3 
- fewinash sie yore i fel dehy § atOnedheba 
snoD cunegneb 5 ei Sta) syailod Bag govbsisnsg 
¢1i0a & yllan sk imsdw oo onleae. ey 
“gnilliw bee yigniwond blaow gor? ti tha a‘ 
Ip 20!F 2 Yo isilsf od? Omi siyaoT adj sVE939 4 
Mareno AIM lilo) yw so8 a ae © "thes 
sods. 10. oni sds Ao moO Body Wy 4 
On 10 ,slao® Of wSdiiS ‘Si stoi) alt 
“suas ya8 Io mM Eleow wold 5 
ot ci wohl -S ssyidiensd) ol b3jzou, 3d op 3 
‘ \f 


oliv 


7 


J 


“s!. 


268 df Serimon preached at the 

vile an Opinion of our Governors confiftent with 
that Reverence and Honour, which, by the mot 
facred ‘L'jes, by the Laws both of God and Man, 
is due to them ? Such an Imputation on the Go. 
vernment is more particularly abfurd in the pre 
fent Cafe, becaufe the Wit of Man cannot find 
out one plaufible Reafon for fuch a Sufpicion, or 
affign one lind, which fuch an Impofition could 
ferve 3 whereas the moft ordinary Underftanding 
might, at the Time the Ploc was firft difcovered, 
have feen many Reafons to convince him, that ig 
was impoffible it fhould not be true, 

Yet fuch has been the Induftry of our Adverfs 
rics, they have taken fuch Advantage of the Indo- 
lence and Indifference which their Jate Misfortunes 
have thrown many into; they have applied them. 
felves fo artfully to their Paffions and Difcontents, 
as to infufe into great Numbers a Belief even of 
this Calumny, notwith{tanding its very great Im- 
probability ; and from thence have been encov- 
raged to perfift in the Profecution of their Con. 
fpiracy for many Months after it has been difco- 
vered.. They conclided, that thofe whom they 
had deluded into a Disbelief of their Plot, were 
in their Hearts with them, or at leaft were in- 
different, and would give them no Difturbance, 
The Conclufion indeed was a little too hafty 5 but 
‘thus much they might fafely promifle themfelves, 
that if their Plot were not thought real, no Mea- 
fures to difconcert it would be vigoroufly purtued, 
or duly executed. People will not be active to dil- 
cover and defeat Defigns that are not believed; 
and when Things are ripe for the Execution of a 
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Plot, it is then commonly too late to begin. an-Op- 
pofition fo 1: me 

It is this Supinenefs and Disbelief which they 
have deluded fo many into, that feems_ to have 
been the principal Encouragement to .the Confpi- 
rators to perfift in their Tetons: If therefore 
thofe, who are really Friends to the Goyernment, 
and wifh well to the Pvoteftant Succeffien, would 
throw off that Coldnefs and Indifference, which 
otherwife may prove fo fatal to them, this would 
deprive our Enemies of that, wherein they place 
their chief Confidence: And then we might rea- 
fonably hope, they would either defift from their 
wicked Enterprizes, or would purfue them to their 
own Confufion. And either Way this, like other 
abortive Plots, will tend to -the Increafe of the 
Welfare it was intended to deftroy, and to the 
firmer Eftablifhment of the Crown in the King 
and his illuftrious Houfe:’ Vor: Providence’, will 
not be wanting to us, if we .are not. .fhamefully 
wanting to ourfelves. Of this God has given us 
frequent and great Affurances in the’ many Suc- 
ceffes, Deliverances and Difcoveries with which he 
has hitherto wonderfully bleffed the (ae and. his 
People. in him. For which, and all. his ; bther fig- 
nal Mercies to this Nation, be pio to. his he 
Jy Name, all Honour, Se bs and Power, now 
and ever, ala Slee 
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te es ts 

SERMON 

Preached to the SocrEerigEs 

for Reformation of Manners, 

at St. Wary-le-Bow, on Tuey- 

day the 5th of FYanuary, 
ie aPsiiey 


SPiRsO WV al Vas xcs 


Righteoufnefi exalteth a Nation: But Sin is a 
Reproach to any People. 


eorgreoee FTE, two Affertions contained 
NCS in thefe Words have fuch a 
BNW Foundation in the Reafon of 
@xte Things, that though they are ° 
</sy well worthy the Wifdom of 

mSG¢ the wifeft Man, they want no 

PASE ASS Authority to convince us. of 
the Truth of them, That Righteoufnefs or Virtue 
is neceflary to exalt a Nation, to make it flourifh 
in Profperity and Glory ; and that Sin or Vice, 
on the other hand, is a Reproach to a People, and 
deftructive of their Happinefs, and will, if fuffer- 
, | ed 
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= for Reformation of Manners. 27% 
# ed to prevail, in the End prove the Ruin of them, 
are Truths that may eafily be demonftrated, and 
with the greateft Certainty, from the eflential Cha- 
racters and natural Tendencies of Virtue and Vice, 
compared with the Defign and End and Nature 
of Society. For what is a Society, but a Body of 
People joined together by jut and righteous 
Laws? And what are juft and righteous Laws, but 
Obligations on the Members of the Society to 
live virtuoufly ?. When therefore the Members live 
up to thofe Obligations, and obferve the Laws, 
the Society, if rightly conftituted, muft needs flou- 
rifh, fince the End is an{wered for which it was at 
firtt formed. While the Laws are obferved, the 
Society is true to iticlf, its Tranquillity and Hap- 
pinefs will be maintained, nothing can difturb 1t 
from within; nor will it eafily be deftroyed by 
any Foreign Force. But if a Society be falfe to 
itfelf, if the juft and righteous Laws on which 
itis founded, are thrown down and trampled on, 
“when Vice takes the Place of Virtue, Ruin and 
Deftruétion muft needs enfue; it will be divided 
within itfelf, weakened by an infinite Variety of 
domeftick Evils, and become an eafy Prey to every 
Invader from without. 

But there is no Need of any nice Enquiry into 
the Principles and Nature of Society, or of thofe 
Things which either conftitute, or are deftructive 
of its Happinefs, in order to demonftrate what is 
‘afferted in the Text. Experience abundantly con- 
firms the Truth of both Parts of it. The oradual 
Rife and Fall of Nations has been in Proportion 
to the Prevalency of Virtue or Vice among them. 
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As no Nation has long flourifhed after it had 
abandoned the virtuous Condué it. was before 
formed for 5 fo Vice is found to have been a cer- 
tain Forerunner of Ruin to People who have been 
univerfally infected with it. Nor can it be other. 
wife ; Vice carries in it as fure Prefages of Det 
ftruction to the body Politick, as any the moft 
fatal Symptoms can be of the Death of a natural 
Body. Thefe are known Truths, and what al 
Fiftories atteft, But thofe who are unacquainted 
with the Hiftories of Nations; thofe whofe Views 
are not enough extended to take in fuch large Ob. 
jects as States and Kingdoms, and to confider their 
Beginnings, Progrefs, Perfection, and Decline, 
need only look into private Families, to fe what 
Influence Virtue and Vice, or, which is the fame 
Thing, good and ill Government have upon them, 
For if the Fate of Families depends on thefe, that 
of Nations muft do fo to s for what is a Nation 
but a Collection of Families united by Laws com 
mon to them? But the whole, the collective Bo- 
dy, cannot thrive while the feveral Parts. vifibly 
Janguith and decay; nor, on the contrary, cana 
Nation decline in its Glory, or be in Danger of 
Ruin, while the conflituent Parts are vigorous and 
{trong, and in a flourithing Condition. The Whole 
is made up of the Parts, and therefore cannot but 
fhare in the fame Fate with them, | 
This all wife Governors, all civilized Nations, 


have fhewn themf{elves fufficiently fenfible of, both 


by the Witdom and Goodnefs of the Laws in 
which their States were originally founded, and 
by the penal Laws they have from Time to Time 
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ndded, according, to the Exigency of Things; to 
punifh Profanenefs and Immorality, and thereby 
promote the Praétice of Virtue and Religion. 
Governors indeed have it greatly in their Power 
to encourage Virtue, by their Favours to deferving 
» Men, and the Rewards they have always in their 
Hands; but the Laws can do tt only by making 
Vice penal, But even that directly tends to pro- 
mote Virtue, by obliging the Vicious to leave off 
their Vices, and by the’ Protection thereby given 
to the Virtuous, who are, by fuch penal Laws, not 
only fecured from the Contagion of Vice, but 
from the Mifchief they would be expofed to from 
vicious Men, if unreftrained. 

But if this be fo, if this be the Serife of all wife 
Governors, of all civilized Nations, which the 
Laws again{ft Vice univerfally fhew it iss; how 
comes it to pafs that Vice every where fo much 
abounds ? Whence is it we feel fo little Effect 
from fuch wholefome and good Laws? How 
come Profanenefs and Immorality, in all the 
Branches of them, to be fo predominant, in De- 
fiance of all the Legiflature has been able to do for 
the Suppreffion of them ? The Reafon of this is 
but too plain; the Laws cannot execute them- 
felves, they are buta dead Letter; and though 
they threaten ever fo feverely, they threaten but in 
vain, unlefs thofe in whom the executive Power ts 
Jodged, give them Life, and make thofe whom 
it concerns feel, that in their Hands they have 
their full Energy and Force, and can do all they 
threaten, and effeCtually inflict Penalucs, if they 
cannot prevent Faults, 

VOb Ls S Bart 


svt amwll Pp witeewdisiae, oF 


_ 
ot gehtT to yousnetl oct gba tele a 
vistads bas ‘guerre be donsestorh: Ding” Ge” . 
igi bac ou to soresh, sai e ys - 


vo tt ni yberp oi stad boabai shomeyod 
univ ob eword 1st yd gon agen. oF | 
avd) at ews ove yoo shaews3i ots bos asl 
suitera w yico hob am eval oft. tod pebrekt 5 
-o79 03 zhuet ynwih sedi evo ell» lens aol 
flo ows! ot svakst¥ ert gojido yd auni¥ oom 
ravi worst) notated ad? ud bas. tun? tied 
ion etal leery Hol gel sie ote epouni ¥ adt.o} 
wud atl lo ndigaino) edt motl Ena yigo 
inoal or boteqzs. ad bluow you's Lado ods rout 
doniedony hi wo! evoiaiv 
Diw Us to Tot sdeed ais Yi Gt sdvids Wad » 
ois doidw< 2nobeil fesilivia- ila to moms 
wod 72 1 wodt Ulitveving, 19 Amsge twel © 
dum ot srodwe awe gad F anals day OF a eye? 
PARE slut ot lest ow ti a sooalW ¢ 
woHl iewel boog bas omm@zlodwe dake a 
ofa Ic ni soileomenl baz Aonsndtond oma 


sO ai angnimobsg ot od on Tote tele 
sat ob of sida aad end snutabliget 


> gf eit? Fo adisst sdT ae ios 
‘ais shoves Joann ewal Sd pai to 
paley bax ¢ Isital bssb & set :. ae 
t ed noaesuds ytd ylovavel oF 
etiuvol svauea pt pan 409.5 rade - 
mode ordi slam bog is g mast dete 
avad yult sbnekT vada ere +902 
yl: le ob nao Bue 2 Tee 
yor ts evitlana't Pai 


na | } 


274 4 Sermon preached to the Societies 


But if Magiftrates can do this, if they can givg 
Life to the Laws, and make them anfwer their 
End, Why is not this done 2 Why are not Laws, 
on which the Welfare of Society fo much depends, 
better executed ? Why, when it is fo much in the 
Power of the Magiltrate to hinder it, do Profanenefs 
and Immorality fo often go unpunifhed ? Becaufe 
Magiltrates are Aden; to make Government perfeét, 
Governors fhould not be of the fame Species with 
the Perfons governed, liable to all the fame In- 
firmities, fubjeét to the fame Paffions ; they fhould 
be Beings of a fuperior Order, of more unthaken 
Virtue, more exaltcd Faculties, and of greater 
Power. If thofe, who by a Figure are called 
Shepherds, were as fuperior in Nature to their 
Flocks, as the real Shepherd. is to his, we might 
hope they would be as well governed. ‘The Ime 
perfections of human Nature are fo many and fo 
great, that it is no Wonder a truly good Ma.- 
giltrate is no very common ‘Thing. 

Some Men, in their natural Tempers, though 
otherwife good and honeft Men, are indolent and 
unactive, and will not be at the Trouble to under. 
{tand the Powers they are intrufted with, much 
lets duly to execute them, They have neither Eyes 
nor Ears to fee Offences or hear Complaints ; they’ 
cannot bear the Sight of a Conftable or an In- 
former; it isa Pain to them to be put upon Ac- 
tion, and they are as much afraid of an Offender, 
as an Ojfender can be of them. This Temper 
makes them on all Occafions decline their Duty 
by all the little Arts they can. But fhould not 
fuch Men confider what they owe to their King 
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dnd Country, who have a Right to expect this 
Service from them, and to which, when they en- 
tred on their Office they did, by the mott facred 
Ties, oblige themfelves ? If they did not intend 
to quit their Indolence and Love of Eafe, they 
fhould have declined a Charge they are fo unequal 
to. But in Truth they owe this Service not only 
to the Publick, but themfelves ; for how can they 
expect to have an undifturbed Enjoyment of the 
Eafe they are fo fond of, an entire Safety to their 
Perfons, and a quiet Poffeffion of their own Por- 
tunes, if they will not contribute their Part to pre- 
ferve the publick Peace, by ufing their beft En- 
deavours to prevent every Thing that tends to the 
Difturbance of it, and by bringing Offenders to 
condign Punifhment ? Have they a Right to the 
Sweets of Indolence and Eafe ? So have others, 
But fhould this Humour once prevail among 
the better Sort; fhould they be content to let the 
Things go their Train, and the World be as wick- 
ed as it wil, the lower Part of the People would 
foon give tem Reafon to repent, and make them 
feel the Mifchiefs of unreftrained Wickednefs, 

Another Caufe of Negle&t in. Magiftrates, is 
want of Courage; they are fenfible Vice ought to 
be reftrained, bac dare not exert eatin for 
Fear of giving, Offence, and provoking Men who 
never want Trelitiation to do Mitchief, and have 
no Principles to reftrain them from it, when it is 
in their Power. Vice, they fear, has a ftrong 
Party on its Side, and wic ked Men feldom are 
without their Confederates and Friends. But 15 
not thisa fad Excufe? Shall it be infamous ina 
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private Soldier, much more in a Commanding 
Officer, to betray a Want of Courage, and defert 
his Poft, or behave ill in it, When his Country calls 
for his Service ; and fhall it be lefs {9 in the Ciyil 
Magiftrate ? A Soldier has no Occafion for Courage 
but ina Time of War, and when he is upon Duty ; 
but in the Magiftrate Courage is always wanted, he is 
always upon Duty, always in a State of War againtt 
Profanenefs and Immorality, and whatever may 
difturb the publick Peace, Their Office will ne- 
ver fuller them to be off their Guard ; the Publick 
demands their conftant Attention, to promote its 
Service, and defend it from the wort of Enemies, 
profane, vicious, lewd, immoral Men ; whole 
wicked Practices hurt not themfelves only, a great 
many innocent and honeft People fauffer by them, 
and great Evils are derived from them upon the 
whole Community. For it is a great Miftake to 
think, that lewd, vicious Men are Enemies to none 
but themfelves ; to think thus is extreme Weak. 
nefs. The vicious Man is not only injurious to 
himlelf, by watting his Subftance in forbidden 
Pleafures ; he is injurious to all who have a Right 
to Maintenance or Affittance from him to his Fa- 
mily, to his Relations and Friends, and often 
times to as many as he can prevail with to give 
him Credit : He iquanders away even the Wages 
of his Servants, and waftes the Subflance of the 
honeft Tradefman ; much lefs can_ his poor, di- 
dreficd Fellow-Creatures expect the Relief from 
him, which as Men and Chriftians they have a 
Rieht to. But that is not all, when vicious Men 
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will not their Vices put them upon any evil 
Courfes, to fupport their Extravagancies, and to 
fupply the Wants they have reduced them to 2? 
Will not their Neceffities tempt them to break 
through all the Reftraints of Laws ?, Will not ex- 
treme Indigence foon grow extremely impudent, 
and put Men of ruined Fortunes, Men loft to all 
Senfe of Shame or Virtue, upon the worft of 
Crimes ? What can the Publick expe from fuch 
Men? What has it not Reafon to fear from them, 
if they are not timely reftrained, and hindred from 
ruining themfelves, that they May neither be un- 
der the Temptation, nor have it in their Power to 
ruin others, or difturb the publick Welfare ? The 
Magiftrate therefore ought to think himfelf in a 
continual State of War againtt vicious Men, who 
are neceffarily Enemies to the Society ; and nothing 
can excule the Want of Courage, where there al]- 
ways 1s fo much Occafion for it, 

Other Magiftrates are remifs in the Execution 
of their Office through an: Excefs of Tendernefs 
and Good-nature ; they are full of Pity and Com. 
paffion to the Follies of young People, are wil- 
ling to hope they will be reclaimed without Pu- 
nifhment; that it is their firft Offence, or is only 
a Sally of Youth, and that they will in Time be 
wifer, and take up. In fhort, they are extremely 
unwilling to do a fevere Thing, or bring Offenders 
to Shame or Punifhment. And there are Cafes, 
no doubt, where a Tendernefs tawards young Of- 
fenders is very proper 3 but when it is carried to 
an Excels, this great Appearance of good Nature, 
though it be fincere, is no way becoming a pru- 
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dent and good Magiftrate. For why fo much 
Tendernefs for vicious Men, and none for thofe 
that fuffer by them? Why fo much Compaffion 
for fingle Perfons, and none for the Society, which 
they are fure is hurt by their Impunity ? This fa 
vours much of Corruption, and looks like courte 
ing Popularity, one of the worft Principles a Mi 
eiflrate can be infected with ; for he that favours 
an Offender, obliges fome body, and is fure of 
Thanks from him and _ his Friends, and perhaps 
of fomething more than Thanks ; but he that does 
his Duty, dircétly obliges nobody, receives no 
Thanks, much lefs Reward; the Publick in this 
Refpect, is an ungrateful Matter, nothing is to be 
got by its Service; if there were, I am apt tq 
think, thefe mild good-natur’d Men would {oon 
be brought to think, fome Tendernefs, fome Pity, 
was due to the Society ; and that it is really Cru- 
elty to the Publick, to have their Tenderness and 
good Nature lie all the other Way. 

But it is to be feared, this Appearance of Tens 
dernefs and good Nature is many Times infincere, 
and a Pretence only to cover a Negligence that 
proceeds from a worfe Caufe, I mean the Obnoxi- 
oufnefs of Magiftrates themfelves, They are 
ouilty, perhaps notorioutly fo, of the Faults they 
ought to punifh 5 but with what Face cana Ma- 
giltrate be fevere upon others, while his Cont{ci- 
ence tells him, he deferves to fuffer the fame Se- 
verity himfelf? And probably the World know 
it too; but if they do not, it is almoft the fame 
Thing ; wicked Men are very apt to fulpect others 
know the Crimes they are conicious of cis 
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But if they are guilty, the fame Fault in them is 
not the fame; their Station ageravates their Of- 
fence ; their Vices are more confpicuous and more 
infections, and therefore of worfe Confequence 


‘than in private Men, in Proportion to the Dignity 


and Nature of their Office; which makes them, 
in the Eye of the World, and in the Reafon of 
Things, more faulty than the Criminal that ftands 
before them, But it is not Shame only reftrains 
fuch Men from doing their Duty 5 it is their In- 
tereft to be remifs; they find greatly their Ac- 
count in it, ‘They who would not be feverely cen- 
fured themfelves, muft not be forward to cenfure 
others. Vicious Magiftrates therefore mutt refolve 
to fee as little as poflible what is amifs in others, 
that they may not hear of their own Faults. This © 
is the fureft Way to purchafe an Indulgence for 
themfelves ; nobody is forward to be fevere upon 
a good-natur’d Man ;_ his Vices will not be nar- 
rowly looked into, they will be concealed, con- 
nived at, extenuated, or denied ; nothing of which 
avigilant and ftrict Magiftrate can ever expect. 
This, I cannot but fear, is the Cafe of too many 
Magiftrates; they are vicious themfelves, and 
therefore afraid to provoke ; and good Nature is 
the Cover only under which they thelter themfelves 
for doing their Duty no better. 

Some would infinuate, as a Reafon of Neglect 
in fome Maeiftrates, a Caufe much more blame- 
able than any of the former, and that 1s, the Love 
of unrighteous Gain, which tempts Men to fell 
Juttice, and make a Trade of the Powers com- 
mitted to them, Inftead of reftraining the Pro- 
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grefs of Immorality, by a vigorous Execution of 
the Laws, they give a Licence to Sin, and protect 
the Perfons and Houles they fhould punith and 
fupprefs ; they are in Fee with them, and are well 
paid for it. Men of this Charaéter will wink 
hard, and be deaf to all Complaints, and difcoun- 
tenance every Step taken to difturb the Tents of 
the Ungodly ; they muft do fo, it is their Bar. 
gain, and a fure Revenue to them. This indeed 
js fo infamous a Part, that it is to be hoped no- 
body is guilty of it, and that the Surmifes of this 
Kind are Surmifes only, and without Foundation. 
For what a Creature muft that Man be, that is 
capable of fo vile a Practice ? How abandoned 
and Jolt to all Principles, who can thus make 
Gain his God ? What Senfe has fuch an one of an 
over-ruling Providence, or of a righteous Judge of 
the World, who can thus make a Trade of Sin, 
and, under the Colour of a Magiftrate, fell himfelf 
to be a Factor for the Devil? 

It is poffible indeed, the Remifnefs and Neglect 
of Magiftrates, in not executing the Laws again{t 
Profanenefs and Immorality, may fometimes pro- 
ceed from a Caufe lefs feandalous than fome of 
thofe I have mentioned, but not lefs pernicious ; 
and that is Party-Rage and Malice. A Magiftrate 
may be fo weak in his Zeal for Party, and be {o 
far governed by that Paffion, as to difcourage all 
Complaints that come from Perfons he does not 
like. He may look on fuch Men as precife and 
hypocritical, Men of falfe Zeal, and Pretenders 
only to Reformation, and brow-beat them upon 
every Occafion, though their only Fault be, that 
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| they are for God and the King. But if fuch Men 
were capable of a fober Thought, they would fee 
the Caufe of Virtue is a common Caufe, and that 
he and his Party have the fame Intereft in it with 
~ thofe he differs from; that Vice, if fuffered to exe) 
unpunifhed, will in its Confequences reach them as 
well as others, and that all, without Diftinétion of 
Party, will feel the Effects of thofe Evils, that hurt 
or difturb the publick Welfare. 

Thefe are the Caufes that may, though not all 
with the fame Degree of Probability, be affigned 
for the fhameful Neglect of too many Magiftrates 
in putting the Laws in Execution againft Vice and 
Immorality. But were the Caufes of thefe Laws 
not being better executed folely in the Magiftratess 
there would then be a Remedy at hand. The 
Evil might in great Meafure be removed by a pru- 
dent and careful Choice. If none were put into 
Commiffion, but Men of Honour, Virtue, and 
Integrity, who had Skill and Courage, Inclination, 
and Ability to do their Duty, and who had a true 
Senfe of what they owed to God, to the King, 
and their Country, we might reafonably expect a 
ereat Reformation in Affairs, and a vigorous Exe- 
cution of the Laws, But Men, though wife and 
honeft, and full of Zeal for the Caufe of Virtue, 
would be Men ftill, and would fucceed but in Part, 
for want of the Powers neceflary to fupprefs Vice 
fully and effectually, Ic is but very little Ma-~ 
giftrates can do upon View, or upon their own 
Knowledge ; they can know only as they are in- 
formed, nor punifh but upon good Proof and full 
Evidence, But how difficult is that to be had? 
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Men are apt enough to complain of the Growth 
of Vice, and of the Neglect of Magiftrates ; but 
when they find one willing to do his Duty, Are 
thofe, who are loudeft in their Complaints, the 
moft ready to affift him? Will they appear as 
Witneffes, and give Evidence, or do any one 
Thing neceffary for the Conviction of Offenders } 
Nothing lefs ; many, whofe Mouths are full of the 
Iniquity of the Times, will themfelves contribute 
not a little to it ; but few, very few, will lend a 
Efand to mend Things, and enable the Magiftrate 
to do what, with fo much feeming Concern, they 
expect he fhould. 

The Reafons of this inconfiftent Condu&, of 
this Backwardneds to affift the Magiftrate, are, in 
the main, the fame that have been affigned for the 
Neglect of Magiftrates themfelves, and therefore 
need not be repeated. But there are others, one 
efpecially, and that the moft confiderable, peculiar 
to this Cafe; which therefore it is of the greateft 
Importance to the Caufe of Virtue to remove. To 
look into the Lives and Adctions of others; to 
bring to Light the Works of Darknefs; to bea 
Witnefs; to give Lvidence ; to be an Accufer or 
a Profecutor, is to be an daformer : Which 1s fuch 
an ill-founding Word, that good Men are dif- 
couraged by it from doing what otherwife Reafon 
and Confcience tell they ought to do. 

But whence comes the Name of Jnformer to be 
fo odious, when the Word in itfelf is of a middle 
Nature, neither good nor bad, but as it is ufed? 
And if we look into the Thing, we fhall find there 
ig nothing in it, when rightly underftood, that a 
. Wile 
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wife and good Man ought to be afhamed of. If, 
to fay nothing of Religion, the Suppreffion of 
Vice is for the Good of the Community, as moft 
undeniably it is, then whatever tends to that, 1s 
for the Good of the Community alfo ; whatever 
is proper and neceffary to fo good an End, is itfelf 
good, it cannot be bad. Whence then is it that the 
Word Informer has fo illa Sound ? Chiefly per- 
haps from hence, that the vicious Part of Man- 
kind, who are not a {mall Party, find greatly their 
Account in it; it highly concerns them to dif- 
courage Informations, that they may go on fecure 
and undifturbed in their wicked Courfes ; which 
they could not long do, if Informations fhould 
grow into Fafhion, and become reputable. Here 
then is a {trong Party, and commonly a very loud 
and noify one, always ready to raife an Outcry 
againit Informers, be the Cafe never fo juftifiable, 
or even commendable. But befides this, many 
Things have in fact contributed to make the Name 
odious. There 1s in many People an impertinent 
Officioufnefs, that makes them delight in Tale- 
bearing and carrying, little Stories, which often- 
times do a World of Mifchief, and create Sufpi- 
cions and Divifions among, the bett Friends, when 
there is little or no Caufe for it, were the Cafe 
truly underftood. ‘The Peace of private Families 
is often thus difturbed ; Circles of Acquaintances 
are frequently infefted with them ; and it were 
well the Evil would {top there, it enters into Kings 
Palaces ; little People hope to make a Merit of 
this Officioufnefs 3 but thole, that make their Court 
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this Way to Perfons of great Minds, get nothing 
by it but the Contempt and Hatred they deferve, 

But farther, many Laws, that concern not Vir 
tue or Vice, but relate wholly to Trade and Com- 
merce, as they punifh the Offenders with For. 
feiture of Goods, or a pecuniary Penalty, or both; 
fo to promote Difcoveries, they give a certain Part 
fo the Perfons informing, This, in all Times, 
has created Multitudes of Informers amone the 
meaner Sort, who are very buly and forward in 
making Difcoveries for the Sake of what they are 
to get by them. The low Condition and the 
mean Circumftances of thefe People have greatly 
helped to make the Name of Informer odious, 
For their Poverty tempts them to ufe many little 
Artifices, to play Tricks, and accufe falfely 5 and 
they are fometimes found to be themfelves Perfons 
of il] Character. And though there be nothing 
of this in their Cafe, their Information proceeds 
not from a publick Spirit, or a Concern for Trade, 
and the Good of their Country ; what they do is 
wholly to ferve their own little Interefts, 

But what has contributed moft to make the 
Name of Informer odious, are the fecret Informa- 
tions, given in Affairs of a criminal Nature, rela- 
“ting to the State. In abfolute and arbitrary Go. 
vernments, and fuch moft have been that {ill our 
Hiftories, Informations have been encouraged in 
the mott fhameful Manner, and againtt Perfons 
of the greateft Rank and Merit, and that becaule 
they were fo. The Roman Hiftory, under fome 
of their Emperors, is infamous in this Refpect, be- 
yond all Imagination. Informations were given 

of 
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of Crimes of the higheft Nature, and the Parties 
acculed condemned to Confifcation or Banifhment, 
and often Death, without knowing their Accu- 
fers, or the Facts diftinétly they were accufed of, 
which made it impoffible for them to vindicate 
their Innocence, however unjuft the Charge againft 
them was. As abfolute Governments are very 
frequently oppreflive ones, and lodged in ill 
Hands, Informations have been countenanced by 
Princes, which themfelves knew to be falfe 5 nay, 
they have condefcended to be themfelves the Con- 
trivers of them, when they could not otherwife 
come at the Eftate or Life they wanted to take 
away. Indeed, tyrannical and oppreffive Govern- 
ors do themfelves often believe, when there is no 
Ground for it; for Tyranny, in the Nature of ir, 
is always fearful, and Fear, when it is violent, ne- 
ver reafons ; fo that the moft improbable Reports 
of Confpiracics and Plots are as eafily believed as 
the moft credible. Thus it is in abfolute Govern- 
ments ; and in unquiet Times, all other Go- 
yernments are too apt to fwarm with falfe In- 
formers. ; 

Thefe are the Things that have in all Times 
made the Name of Jnformer odious, and fright- 
ned well-meaning People from ftrengthning the 
Hands of the Magiftrate, and contributing their 
Part towards a due Execution of the Laws, by 
giving the neceflary Informations, though they 
know, that without thefe the Power of the Ma- 
giftrate is almoft as ufelefs and unactive as the 
Laws themfelves would be without Magiftrates. 


But could Men diftinguith a ttle, and raife their 
Minds 
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Minds above vulgar Prejudices, they would fee 
this Point in quite another Light. When Infor- 
mation is given toa Magiftrate againft profane 
and immoral Practices, from an honeft Heart, 
that fears God, and loves his Neighbour ; when it 
ftands clear of all Jmputations that can in the leaft 
blemifh it; when it is not done for Reward or to 
get Money by it; when it proceeds not from per- 
fonal Pique or Revenge, but from difinteretted 
Views, and a real Concern for the publick Good, 


and even for the Party offending, when it is not 
y 2, 


make in Secret and in the Dark, but dares to 
come into the open Light ; and he that makes it 
is ready not only to accufe, but to prove 3 what has 
fuch an Information in it that is odious befides 
the Name ? Let then honeft Men confider how 
wrong it is to be afhamed of what they not only 
belicve, but know to be right; and not only 
right, but highly ufeful, nay, abfolutely neceffary 
for the publick Good, and the Honour of Al- 
mighty God, both which they are under the 
ftrongeft Obligations to promote. Not to do fo 
when they can, is a manifeft Breach of Duty; 
next to the Pault of concealing Offenders, ts not 
to difcover them, What is right, what is ufeful, 
what is necefiary for the Honour of God and the 
Good of our Country, what our Duty to both re 
guires of us, can never be mean or difhonourable, 
much lefs odious. As little as. Men like the Name 
of Informer, there are Cates in which all will agree 
in their Approbation of it. Who, for Example, 
ever thought it unbecoming a Man of the niceft 
Honour, to inform againit a Highway-man, a 

Street- 
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. Strect-robber, or a Houfe-breaker ? Who, at this 
Time, does not think it not only commendable, 
but re ye i every honeft Man, to inform 
again{t thofe 
aries ? This a eee ppAonlncend 
afes, in 
which to inform is fo far from being mean or 
difhonourable, that it is confeffedly highly honour- 
able and praife- -worthy, But if it be fo in any 
Cafe, it is certajnly in this, which endeavours the 
Suppreffion of Profanenefs and Immorality, than 
which nothing can tend more to the Prefervation 
of the Community, nothing more to its Profperity 
and Glory. 

Thefe, I apprehend, are the chief Obftacles 
why the Laws we are fpeaking of are not better 
executed. The Magiftrate, for one Reafon or 
other, is not oftentimes fo willing to do his Part, 
as he fhould be; and if he had Will, he wants 
Power 3 he cannot punifh without’ Proof, and 
Proof, even in flagitious Cafes, is not eafy to be 
had. Nobody is willing to inform and make him- 
felf an Evidence, chiefly becaufe the Word Jn- 
former has an ill Sound : They are likewife dif- 
couraged by the Trouble and Expence a Profecu- 
tor mutt be at, and are not fure they fhail not be 
brow-beaten for it by the Magiftrate. And in 
that Cafe, what do all their Endeavours to ferve 
their Country end in? Their'Time, and Pains, 
_ and Charges are not only all loft, but the Shame, 
that fhould be brought on the Offenders, is moft 
unjullly turned upon themfelyes, and Vice, in- 
ftead of the Punifhment due to it, goes off tni- 
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Thefe Confiderations make it extremely difficult 
to perfuade even good Men to do their Duty ia 
this Point, notwith{tanding its great Ufefulnefs, 
Bat the more difficult this is, the greater Thanks 
are due to the worthy Members of the Societies 
here affembled, who have the Virtue, the Senfe 
the Courage, to defpife vulgar Prejudices, and are 
ready at all Hazards, and under all Inconveni 
encies, to detect profane and vicious Men, in ors 
der to bring them to condign Punifhment. They 
fhew the World, they are fully fenfible they can- 
not do their Country a greater Service, than by 
promoting the Practice of Virtue and Religion, the 
only true Cement of Society. To promote there: 
fore a Caufe, in which the Publick is fo deeply 
interefted, they are content to facrifice their Time 
and Eate; they grudge not either the Trouble or 
I'xpence it gives them, nor do they value the Ca- 
Jumnies or Clamours of their Adverfaries ; they 
know themfelves to be above Reproach, And 
whatever Succefs they may have in_ reforming 
others, they cannot pofibly give a greater Proof 
of their own Piety and Goodnefs ; they have put 
themfelves under a Neceffity of being ftrictly vira 
tuous, fince otherwife they could not fail to draw 
upon theroiclves the fevereft Cenfures. “hey know 
they have always Eyes upon them, [yes the moft 
piercing and fharp-fighted ; Enemies that will pry 
into their mott fecret Actions, and would pros 
claim the fmalleft Failure on the Houle-tops. Men 
who are at this open Deiance with all the vicious 
Part of Mankind, and by their Actions bid them 
do thew worth; fuch Men fhew they are con- 
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a fcious, they have nothing to fear or be afhamed } 

. of, They are fafe in their own Integrity againtt 

all the Attacks of evil Tongues; their Caufe is the 

Caufe of Virtue; they have the fame Enemies, i 

and I hope will always have the fame Friends ; 

they have a Right to the Eiteem and Praife and 

Thanks of wife and good Men, who are the on- 

. ly valuable Part of Mankind ; and if they could 

|) poffibly fail of this Part of their Reward, they 

| know theyare engaged in the Caufe of a good and 

gracious God, who is able‘and willing amply to, 

recompence thofe who are faithful in his Service. . | 
But it is not Virtue or Courage only they have 

fhewn, but great Prudence alfo; it was very pru- 

dent in Men, fo well difpofed, to form themfelves 

into Societies at firlt, by which they are fecured 

againft the Inconveniencies that fingle Perfons 

would in fuch a Work have been unavoidably ex- 

pofed to. Single Perfons could not have ftood 

their Ground againft the Combinations of the 

Wicked ; they could not have born the vexatious 

Trouble, and the great Expence, that confederate 

Vice would infallibly have brought upon them ; 

they would have funk under the Load of Calumny 

and Slander, that would daily have been vented 

by falfe Lips, and lying Tongues. Nay, their 

Perfons would not have been fafe, their Lives 

would have been perpetually in Danger, either, by 

open Violence, or by Perjury and Subornation. 

Thefe Difficulties the Projectors of thefe Societies 

wifely forefaw, and for that Reafon formed them. 

And as this fhews that in the firft Formation of 

thefe Societies, Virtue and Prudence met together, 
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fo the Rules Jaid down for the Regulation of them 
fhew the fame; and the Execution of thofe Rules 
that has been all along obferved, is a manifeft 
Proof that the fame Prudence ftill guides them, 
For it is now about Forty Years that thefe Societies 
have been on Foot ; during which Time we are fure 
ill Men have not wanted Inclination to find Fault 
where there was none, and to magnify every the 
Jeait Mutcarriage or ill Conduct, even in the lowett 
Perfon employed in them; and yet how little has 


all the Charge amounted to, they have pretended , 


to bring in fo many Years? All the dark De- 
figns of the Evil one. have been in vains thele 
Societies maintain their Ground, and will do fo, 
and all the Attempts of their Enemics to hurt them 
are in the End fo many Panegyricks, and the fu. 
reft Proofs their Conduct is above Reproach. 
Some indeed, who do not think fit openly to 
oppole thefe Societies, or directly to cenfure the 
Defign of them, would indirectly wound them, 
by infinuating that they are ufelefs and anneceffary, 
And fora Proof of this, they appeal to the great 
Prevalence of Vice, and that Profanenefs and 
Immorality increafe upon us rather than lofe 
Ground, notwithftanding all the Endeavours of 
thele Societies for fo many Years. And it may 


be true that Vice has vifibly increafed of late. 


Years, but that will not prove that thele Societies 
have not been of great Ufe. Profanenefs and Ir- 
religion, Luxury and Lewdnefs, an univerfal Li- 
bertinifm and Licentioufhels of Manners may have 


appeared in the Lives of many to a terrible De- 
gree; but are the middling People, the lower 
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for Reformation of Manners. 29% 
Orders of Men, more vicious than they were for- 
merly ? If they are not, the Objection affeéts not 
thefe Societics, for it is to thefe latter Sort chiefly, 
if not wholly, they confine themfelves; thefe are 
the Men they endeavour to reform, upon whofe 
Induftry and Virtue the Strength and the Riches 
of the Nation fo much depend. As for thote of 
fuperior Rank, if the Advantages ofa liberal Edu- 
cation, a Senfe of Honour, a Regard to what they 
owe to their own Vamilies, the Dignity of their 
Station, the great Intereft themfelves have in the 
Welfare of their Country, their Duty to the Kine, 
the Beauty and Reafonablenefs of Virtue, the folemn 
Engagements they are under as Chriftians, and a 
Concern for their own Immortal Souls 5 if thefe Mo- 
tives will not prevail with them to abftain from Vice, 
they muft go on, and be vicious fill; the Societies 
for Reformation of Manners are not to blame; 
they leave them where they found them, to their 
own Confciences, to the Laws, to the Superior 
Magiftrates, and to the high D.fpleafure and Dif- 
countenance of the Sovereign Power God has fet 


over them, For the Praife of them that do well, and 


for the Punifbment of evil Doers. If the People of 
lower Condition are at all reformed, the Socicties 
are juftiied. Nay, could an Eftimate be made, 
and upon the whole it fhould. be found that they 
are not reformed, even then thefe Societics cannot 
be blamed, or juftly reprefented as ulclefs and in- 
fignificant. For who can fay, Things would not 
have been a great deal worfe, bad as they are, if 
thefe Societies had not interpofed 2? Ithink it very 
certain they would, For what can reftrain Vice, 
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292 Sermon preached to the Societies 
if making Men uneafy in it, and the bringing 
them to Shame and Punifhment will not ? But 
this the Societies have done in innumerable In. 
ftances. I am not infenfible that many of thefe 
diforderly and lewd Creatures, after they have fuf. 
fered the Law, will be apt to return again to their 
old Trade, partly tempted to it by their own 
Lufts, and partly from the Difficulty they are un. 
der of getting a Livelihood in an honeft Way, 
But yet what the Societies do in this Affair, is all 
that can be done; and if Vice is not more eflectu.. 
ally fupprefled, the Fault is not in them, but in 
the Laws. But it is to be hoped, not a few of the 
Men at leaft are reclaimed by this Method, and 
young Offenders of the other Sex, who are not 
yet fo far gone into Wickednefs as to be patt all 
Shame and Senfe of Virtue ; others will be deter- 
red from taking the fame ill Courfes, when they 
fee, by the Numbers brought to Punifhment, how 
unfafe it is; and thofe who will not be reclaimed, 
cannot do fo much Mifchief, or debauch fo many 
as they would do, if they were fuffered to go on 
unmolefted. Thefe Societies therefore mutt in 
Juftice to them be allowed to have been very ufe- 
ful to the Publick in bringing fuch Numbers 6f 
lewd and vicious Creatures to Punifhment, It is 
a very great Service to the Offenders themfelves, 
if by this Means they are brought to a true Senfe 
of their Follies, and are prevailed on to betake 
themfelves to better Courfes. Such Men have 
great Reafon to thank thofe whom God was pleated 
to make the happy Inftruments to recover them 
from the fatal Vices they were engaged in ; they owe 
to 
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| them all the Comfort of their future Lives. Had 


not their Eyes been thus opened to fee the Danger 
they were in, they might have fpent all their Days 
in Poverty and Infamy, and at lait died as they 
lived, in an utter Infenfibility of the fad Con- 
dition they are in ; or from a Senfe of their great 
Guilt under all the Torments of Defpair, But 
whether the Perfons thus reclaimed be few or ma- 
ny, every Degree of Incapacity the wicked are put 
under, of corrupting others, is a great Service 
done to thofe who would otherwife have been fe- 
duced by them; and the Number of thefe is pro- 
bably much greater than of the other. The Good 
that is done of this Kind, makes no Noife indeed, 
but is not therefore the lefs valuable. Could thofe 
whofe Innocence and Virtue have been preferved 
by the Interpofition of thefe Societies trom the 
Snares laid for them, be fenfible of the Efcape 
they have had, how thankful would themfelves, 
their Parents and Friends be both to God and Man 
for it ? But this muft have been the Cafe of great 
Numbers, though themfelves be ignorant whence 
it is, that they have not been led into Temptation. 
Now all who are by thefe Means either reclaimed 
from vicious Courfes, or are prevented from fall- 
ing into them, are fo many Proofs of the good 
Effects of thefe Societies, and of the Service done 
by them to the Publick. 

But the moft ufeful Part of their Defigns for 
Reformation, in my humble Opinion, are their 
Endeavours to fupprefs Houfes of ill Fame, Night- 
houfes, Gaming-houfes, thofe Nefts of Lewdnels, 
and all Sorts of Vice. And we may hope for an 
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unulual Succefs in their Endeavours of this Kind, 
from the Countenance and Encouragement ‘given 
them by a Sett of very worthy Magiflrates, 
whom great Thanks are due for the Service they 
have done their Country, by concurring fo hearti- 
ly with thofe who are engaged in ie Part of a 
<eformation, Lxperience but too much thes 
how ecafy it is for Magittrates, when they have a 
Mind to it, to make Excufes for not acting in 
Support of a good Caufe with Diligence and Vi- 
gour: They may pretend Engagements, Bufinel, 
Age, ill Health, or any Thing, for not doing 
what they fhould: Ic requires no great Dexterity 
or Skull to difcountenance Complaints, and ren 
der them ineffectual ; they may be difficult in ad- 
mitting Evidence, and confound a modett Wit 
nefs with Chicanery and Captiousnefs 5 in fhort, 
they may eafily, if ill-difpofed, defeat the Work 
of Reformation. 

What Praife then do not thefe Magiftrates de- 
ferve, who, in a juft Senfe of their Duty, faith 
fully ditcharge che Truft repofed in them, and 
gladly employ the Powers, they are invefted with, 
to the belt Purpoles? Who fhew themfelves true 
Gaardians of the Laws, and farink not from their 
Diary, when the Caufe of Vircue calls for it; they 
will not permit, much Icts co strive, that ic fhould 
faffer in their Hands. ‘They willingly give thar 
Time and Attendance where it 1s Sere 5 they 
meet early and fit long, that they may go through 
the Buli lincls before them, and give all the Sup- 
port they can to fo good a Cans as that of Re 


formation, nothing difcouraged by the Numbers 
or 
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or the Infolence of Offenders. On the contrary, 
they make them feel, by the Steadinefs, Integrity 
and Conflancy they act with, that they are unal- 
terably determined to promote, to the utmoft of 
their Power, a Work fo neceflary for the Honou: 
of God and the Welfare of their Country, I: 
were to be wifhed, a Sett of fuch worthy Ma- 
giflrates would look out for Men of the fame vir- 
tuous Principles, of the fame Integrity and Cou- 
rage with themi{clves, to be added to their Num- 
ber, This would not only make the Bufinefs more 
eafy, but add Credit and Strength to their Pro- 
ceedings, and make the Wicked defpair of Im- 
punity, which they are too apt to flatter themfelves 
with from their Numbers, when they fee but few 
in Authority willing to encounter them, 

Nor can I, without Injultice to our Courts of 
Judicature, omit ta mention the great Credit and 
Support given to thefe good Magitlrates on a late 
Occafion, in a Caufe of the utmoft Confequence 
to Virtue and Reformation. The Wicked were 
affembled in great Numbers to carry off the in- 
famous Offender in Triumph, had the Caule gone 
in her Favour 5; and they would have had good 
Reafon for it : It would have been a great Victory 
on the Side of Vice, and a terrible Difcourage- 
ment to the good Meatures that have of late been 
carrying on with fo much Vigour, But the Iffhe 
of this Caufe has let the Wicked fee, that the 
Magiftrate will be fupported in his good Mndea- 
vours for the Suppreffion of Vice and Immorality, 
And we may now hope that neither he, nor the 
honeft Informer, will be weary of well-doing , 

ee and 
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and that thefe Societies will be able fuccefsfully to 
purfue their Blow, and fupprefs, in great Meature, 
thofe diforderly Houfes to which they have of late 
given fo much Ditturbance. This, I apprehend, 
isa Point of the greatcft Confequence towards a 
thorough Reformation. For were there no fuch 
Houfes for the Vicious to refort to, Vice would 
be driven from its itrong Holds, the Confederacies 
of the Wicked could not be carried on, they mutt 
diffolve and difperfe 5 and then fuch Numbers of 
our Youth could not fall into their Nets’: In a 
Word, infinite Evils would be prevented by the 
Suppreffion of them. For thefe Places are the 
Nurferics of all Kinds of Impiety and Vice, the 
Harbours of lewd Women, who would not fwarm 
as they do in our Streets, if they had not thefe 
Places to retreat to; the Receptacles of Sharpers, 
Thieves, Gametters, Bullies, and what not. No- 
thing is to be feen or heard in them but profane 
Curfing and Swearing, Lewdnefs of all Kinds, 
Drinking, Gaming, Cheating, Fighting ; nothing 
but what tends to the Deftruction of Eftate and 
Health, Parts and Reputation, to make a diftem- 
per’d Body, and infeeble and enervate the Mind, 
and render it infenfible to every Thing that ts wile 
or good ; nothing, in fhort, but what tends to the 
Quin of the whole Man, Body and Soul, here and 

hereafter, Thefe Houfcs are the Ruin of our 
Youth in all Views whatever, the Rendezvous of all 
Vices, and meer Hells upon Earth, If thefe there- 
fore could be effectually fuppreffed, a very confi- 
derable Reformation might be hoped for, If the 
Laws in Being are found infufficient for that Pur- 
pole, 
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pofe, there is no Room to doubt, but that any 
other good Laws, on a proper Application, might 
be obtained. 

In the mean Time it muft needs be the Defire of 
all virtuous and ferious Men, that thofe who are 
engaged in this good Work, would go on with 
an undaunted Spirit, fince it is the Caufe of God 
and their Country, and give fuch a continual Di- 
{turbance to the wicked Peace of thofe Places ; 
that thofe who keep them, as well as thofe who 
refort to them, may be wearied out, and forced to 
quit them, in Defpair of finding their Account in 
them, and unable longer to bear the extreme Un- 
eafinefs they are perpetually expofed to. For one 
can never expect fuch abandon’d Wretches will 
leave off, till they are made to feel it is more for 
their Intereft to do fo, than to go on. And this, 
I hope, is a Point not to be defpaired of ; a Suc- 
ceflion of Punifhments coming thick upon one 
another, if a lewd Houfe be inceflantly purfued by 
the Eland of Juftice, till it is either abandoned or 
reformed, will break the Hearts of the moft ob- 
(tinate Offenders, and force them either to leave 
their Houfes, or their wicked Courfes. Could this 
be done, were no Peace, no Truck, no Reft al- 
lowed to thefe wicked Places, Numbers of young 
People would be faved, who are daily and hourly 
ruined by them, I cannot therefore but hope this 
good Work will be fteadily purfued, it being, as I 
have already obferved, of much more Confequence 
towards the Suppreffion of Vice, then the taking 
up Night-walkers and the lewd Women that 1n- 
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ful : They are, moft of them, but Retainers to 
thefe Houfes, there they are firft entred, there 
maintained : They value little a Confinement for a 
few Days in a Houfe of Correction ; after a while 
it erows familiar to them 3 they find themfelyes i 
Company like themfelves 5 neither the Labour 
nor the Punifhment are many Times {fo fevere as 
they fhould be; Credit they have none to lofe, 
and their Profeffion, after a little Practice of it, 
makes them Proof againtt all the ordinary Marks 
of Infamy ; and when their Confinement is at an 
End, they know where they fhall be received, and 
when in thofe Places, Glory in their Shame,’ Such 
Women, I fear, are, generally {peaking, paft re. 
claiming ; all one can hope for is, by a fevere 
and fteady Profecution to recover young Offen. 
ders, and deter others from the fame vile Courfes. 
For all Sinners had their Beginnings in Vice, and 
there was a Time when the moftt profligate might 
have proved quite other Creatures, and perhaps 
had been fo, if a ftrict Hand had been held over 
fuch Offenders, which would have difcouraged 
others from treading in their Steps, fince they 
would have had fo little Hopes of Sinning with 
Impunity, 

But after all that the moft vigilant Magiftrates, 
or the Zeal of thefe Societies can do, though 
armed with the beft Laws, and countenanced b 
«the higher Powers ; it mutt be confeffed all this is 
too little to bring about che defired Reformation, 
Vice, notwith{tanding all the Difficulties that can 
be thrown in its Way, does abound ina Degree 
fearce credible in a civilized and Chriftian Coun- 

try, 
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try, and will continue to do fo, till a Way can be 
found to prevent Faults, as well as to punifh the 
Commiffion of them. When People are fo cor- 
rupted and debauched as to come under publick 
Cenfures, there 1s very little Hopes of making fuch 
good Men, and ftill lefs of making them good 
Women. Vice will abound till the Evil can be 
cured in its Source. Befides, there are many 
Branches of Impiety and Wickednefs do not come 
within the Compafs of thefe Societies, whofe chief 
Bufinefs it is to fupprefs Lewdnefs and Debauch- 
ery in the younger Sort, and that among the 
lower People ; whereas the Times abound with 
crying Sins of all Sorts, and in People of almoft 
all Ranks; Villanies, the moft execrable, fill our 
Streets, and no Punifhments have been able to 
leffen the Number of capital Offences. Which 
makes it highly our Concern to enquire, whence 
this Increafe of Wickednels proceeds, and to find 
out, if we can, the true Caufes of it, which is ab- 
folutely neceflary in order to a Cure. 

And this, fome think, is the natural Produce 
of a long Peace; and that, no doubt, 1s fome- 
thing, but far from being the whole Caufe. Others 
think it in great Meafure owing to the Lenity and 
Mercy of the Government 3 which has fhewn great 
T.enity in changing Death for many Offences into 
Tranfportation, from whence many return before 
their Time ; but whoever does fo, returns with a 
Halter about his Neck ; which makes fuch Men 
fick at no Wickednefs, fince in the Eye of the 
Law they cannot be in a worfe Condition than 
they are already. The great Mercy of the Go- 

vernment 
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vernment has been feen in the general Goal Deli! 
veries lately made of Infolvent Debtors, A Goal 
is not a Place. to learn Honefty and Probity in ; 
and therefore when Men are let loofe, who have 
long Jain there, If is not much to be expected, 
they fhould have Virtue enough to reftrain them 
from the evil Courfes their Poverty tempts them 
to. But thefe can be but partial Caufes of that 
Inundation of Vice that 1s fo juftly complained 
of, 

The immediate general Caufe of moft Villanies 
is certainly the extreme Mulery and Poverty great 
Numbers are reduced to ; but whence comes this 
Milcry and Poverty ? Come they not from a Want 

“of honett Induftry, and of an early Education in 
the Principles of Piety and Virtue ? The Want 
of this has made Men vicious, and Vice has made 
them poor, Till this Defect therefore is cured, 
till proper Care is taken to educate the Children 
‘and Youth of the Nation in Virtue and a Senfe 
of Religion, all Endeavours towards a Reformation 
will fall very fhort of what is aimed at, And this 
‘indeed the chief Perfons concerned in thefe So- 
cleties have not been wanting in. They have ta. 
ken great Pains, and been at much Expence, in 
» Conjungtion with other worthy Men, to propagate 
Chnitian Knowledge by dittributing very great 
Numbers of pious and good Books, adapted to 
the Capacities of thole they are defigned for ; and 
by the fetting up and encouraging great Numbers 
of Charity-Schools, © Which Schools, notwith- 
flanding fome fpecious Objeétions made to them, 
are manifeltly of fo great Ufe, that a Man mutt 

want 
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want Humanity to be againft them. If they can 
be better regulated, that indeed is fit to be con- 
fidered ; and many are begun to be fo, by em- 
ploying the Children fome Parts of the Day in 
Labour and Work, and by not carrying them 
too far into Learning, fo as to make them above 
the Bufinefs of low Life, which Nature defigned 
them for. 

But the Endeavours of this Sort, though ex- 
tremely ufeful, are confined to the poorer People, 
and therefore, though they fhould fucceed here to 
their With, it is going but a little Way, whilft the 
Education of the reft of the Nation is fo much 
neglected. Befides, this Want of Education in 
others either obftructs or defeats the Succefs of 
their Endeavours here. For as long as Vice is pre- 
dominant, ill Examples and the Temptations to 
Sin will be fo numerous, that the inferior Sort 
will not long be able to hold out, and retain their 
fr{t Virtue. There is a ftrange Contagion in ill 
Examples, which is greatly increafed by the Plea- 
fare ill Men take in making others as wicked as 
themfelves, and in putting every Thing that is Vir- 
tuous and ferious out of Countenance. This makes 
young People think it manly to be vicious, and 
that they never appear more like Gentlemen, than 
when in Reality they act like Brutes. 

One can never enough lament the ill Educa- 
tion, or rather want of Education in our Lyglifb 
Youth, what a Figure they make when they come 
into the World, in what Manner they fpend their 
Time, and what little Service their Country can 
expect from them, Indeed our Schools themfelves 
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are in the general on a fad Foot, and highly de. 
ferve the Confideration of the Legiflature, how 
to render them more ufeful ; that the Time, which 
is now employed for many Years, and a great Ex. 
pence, to learn nothing, or what to the ereateft 
Part will never be of any Ufe, may be fpent in 
forming their Minds and Manners to the bett 
Advantage, by inftilling early into them fuch Ele. 
ments and Principles of ufeful Knowledge and 
folid Virtue, as will make them hate IdJenets, and 
deteft Vice, as a mean unmanly Thing, and infpire 
them both with a Capacity and an Ambition of 
being ferviceable to their Country in thofe Stations 
of Life, which fhall by Providence be allotted to 
them. 

But the Reformation even of our Shools is not 
enough, if we do not trace this Evil higher up, 
The great and fundamental Fault of all is in what 
is done at home, * In former Times Parents go- 
verned their Children with fo ftrict a Hand, as if 
they thought they could not keep them at too great 
a Diftance, in order to preferve the Authority 
which Nature and Reafon give them, and {fecure 
more effectually the Obedience of their Children. 
Which Method, it mult be owned, has its Incon- 
veniences, But if they over-did it, and carried 
their Severity too far, certain it is the prefent Age 
is gone into the oppofite Extreme; and they feem 
to think they cannot indulge their Children too 
much, or make them Men and Women too foon, 

which 
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* What follows was omitted in the Preaching for want of 
Time. 
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which in Faét has had, and in the Reafon of 
Things cannot but have, very ill Confequences. 
They will neither keep their Children in any Awe 
or Order themfelves, nor fuffer it in any Body elfe, 
and then wonder their Children prove good for 
nothing, that they are ignorant and 1ll-manner’d, 
expenfive and extravagant, and hurried by their 
Paffion, into all Sorts of vicious Pleafures 5 and 
in the End prove a Plague and a Curle, inftead 
of being a Comfort and a Bleffing to them. And 
~thofe who make fuch ill Parents, it cannot be ex- 
pected fhould be good Matters ; they keep but a 
very loofe Hand over their Servants, and over 
their Apprentices none at all, for it is to Perfons 
> in Trade Iam now fpeaking, none at all I mean 
with refpeét to Virtue and Religion, as if they 

-Jooked on them as perfonal Affairs, in which 
they had neither any Right nor Intereft to med- 
dle : So little Senfe have they of the Duty they 
owe to God, or of what belongs to the Character 
they bear, and is incumbent on them as Matters 
and Heads of Families, whofe Misbehaviour, with 
refpeét both to God and Men, they are anfwerable 
for, fo far as it is owing to the Want of due Care 
and good Government in them who are fet over 
them. But if Matters of. Familics can be fo in- 
fenfible of their Duty to God, yet, one would . 
hope, mere Humanity and good Nature would 
prompt them to take fome Care of the Virtue of 
thofe they take into their Families 5 whofe good 
or ill Succefs, when they are grown up and come 
into the World, they cannot but know, depends 
on the Education they had, and the Habits they 
contracted 
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contracted while under their Direétion. But could & 
Men be fo void both of Piety and Humanity, as | 4 
to have no Regard to God, or to the Welfare of © 
thofe committed to their Care, yet Men could 
not, one would think, be fo infenfible of their 
own Jntereft, as not to fee, that themféelves hall 
be better ferved by thofe, who have a Senfe of 
Religion, and are taught to ferve God ; that {uch 
will be more Hanes and faithful to cern, more: 
diligent and induftrious, and in all Refpects more. 
qa than thofe whofe Education is totally neglect. | 
ed, and all Sorts of ill Habits are fuffered to Grow j 
up in them. But thefe Confiderations feem to! 
have little Weight with them, they defire nothing | 
of their Apprentices but to do their BufinefS;° @ 
for the reft they give themfelves little Trouble, 4 
and leave them to their Liberty to do what they ‘ 
pleafe. They expect them to do the Bafinefs of, 
the Day, and give the neceffary Attendance then 5 
but when that is over, the Night is their own,‘ 
And how is it fpent? innocently or ufefully at | 
home ? Idoubt not. They fee their Mafters com. | 
monly fpend their Evenings abroad, and they think | 
they have a Right to follow their Example. Wel, 
they are abroad too, but where ? Will it be in’ 
good Company? Will young Pcople, left to them- 
anny fhun ill Examples, and flee Temptations ? i 
Will they deny themfelves all vicious Pleafures or | 
Diverfions, when Nature prompts, and Opportu- 
nity ferves, and they are free from all Reftraints ? 
Thefe Queftions need no Anfwer ; infinite Num- 
bers of young People are ruined by their Vices, 
and this Neglect in their Mafters is the chief Caufe 
of it. But in the Beginning it was not 1035 in 

former 
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"former Times Matters, to fay nothing of their Ser. 
_yants, looked upon their Apprentices as their Chil- 
* dren, and thought themfelves anfwerable for their 


moral Character, fo far as could be done by fet- 
ting them a good Example, by a prudent Go. 
vernment and watchful Kye over them, and by 
keeping them under proper Reftraints, and with- 


-in due Bounds. But how is the Face of Things 
echanged ? As foon as the Shop 1s fhut, and the 
Bufinefs of the Day is over, the little Family-So- 


ciety is for that Time as it were diffolved ; the 


» Matter goes one Way, and the Apprentices ano- 


ther, and with them the young Matters, if of Age 


‘enough to keep them Company, and perhaps are 


no more heard of till next Morning ; the Matter 


at leaft knows nothing of the Matter. Which ts 


‘one very great Inconvenience arifing from the 
Neelect of Family-Religion, (to fay nothing at 
prefent of the Impiety of fuch an irreligious Cut- 


tom) this would every Night call all the Family 


‘together, and then the Mafter would fee who are 
within, and in what Condition they appear; and, 
when within, has it in his Power to keep them 


fo. But perhaps this Neglect in the Matter is in 


“fome Meafure obviated by the more prudent and 


‘more virtuous Conduct of the Miftrefs of the 
‘Houfe : She ftays frugally at home, while 
‘the Mafter is lavifhing away the Subftance of 
the Family abroad; her Prefence is forme Re- 
ftraint upon the Children at leaft, upon them the. 
keeps a watchful Eye, and that preferves fome 


Order. 
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But Mafters are not content to fpend their Even. 
ings almoft conftantly from Home, to the ma 
nifeft Prejudice of their Families, in which how 
much they differ from their Anceftors, is evis 
dent from the infinite Increafe of Publick Houfes, 
which is a great Reproach to them and indeed 
to the whole Nation; it is come to that Pa§G, 
that now great Numbers are abfent from their 
Houfes, two, three, and fometimes four Nights 
together, to divert themfelves at their Country 
Houtes, perhaps with their Wives, but often 
without their Children 5 which is practited by fo 
many, and for fo greata Part of the Year, that 
itis become a Matter of infinite ill Confequence, 
and deferves the moft fcrious Confideration of this 
City. Ido not enquire now, how the Matters of 
Families fpend this Time, or how expentfive this 
Method of Life is in many Refpects, or how much 
is loft in Trade that would otherwife have been 
cot, or how much Time is by this Means taken 
from their Books, and Accompts, and Correfpon- 
dencies, which are the Life of Trade 3 the frequent 
Bankrupcies do but too evidently fpeak thefe Evils; 
but what I would beg to be confidered is, the In- 
fluence this Practice will have upon that Part of | 
the Family that is left in Town. How will they 
fpend this Time? Will not the Men and Maid- 
Servants, from the great Opportunities this gives 
them to be idle, be apt either to fall into In- 
trigues with one another, or to look out for Com, 

anions abroad, and to fpend both their own and 
Matter’s Subllance in Drinking, Gaming, or other 
expenfive Follies 2 Will not Opportunity and Idle- 
‘ nels, 
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nefs, and a Freedom from all Infpeétion, tempt 
them to things they would not otherwife have once 
thought of? Are Perfons of that low Rank fit to 
be trufted to themfelves ? Such People may have 
Difcretion, if not Virtue enough, to withftand little 
Pleafures, or which cannot be indulged without 
much Difficulty ; but does it follow, they will not 
yield to greater Temptations, when nothing hin- 
ders ? 

But if Servants fhould behave better in the Ab- 
fence of the Matter, becaufe more advanced 
Years, and therefore have had more Experience 
to teach them a right Conduct ; fhould they, I 
fay, behave better, though I think it is certain 
they will not, what will become of the grown 
Children and Apprentices, who are young and 
giddy and unthinking, and can never in this 
Town want Temptations, if they have Opportu- 
nities ? Will they deny themfelves, will they ftea- 
dily refift the Sollicitations of ill Company ? Will 
they be able to defpife the Allurements to falfe 
Pleafures which furround them on every Side? 
Will not their own Paffions, their own corrupt 
Nature, when unreftrained, hurry them into a 
Compliance with all Temptations ? Will not their 
Paffions be inflamed by lewd Plays, for which 
frefh Provifion is made by the Erection of a new 
Theatre, contrived as it were on Purpofe, by the 
Situation of it, to corrupt the Morals of thofe, who 
of all People ought to be the laft, that fhould be 
fuffered to have a Tafte of fuch Pleafures, and 
kept up in Defiance of all Authority ; but which, 
it is to be hoped, will foon be demolsfhed by the 
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Superior Power of the Leeiflature. Will not, 
I fay, the PaMions of young People be eafily en- 
flamed by a lewd Stage, and will not the Tranf- 
tion from thence be eafy to lewd Women? But 
when a Relith of any of thefe Vices is begun, who 
can tell where it will end, or what unhappy Con-. 
fequences it may be attended with? But if the 
Saturday Night be fpent in any of thefe vicicus 
Pleafures, what may we expect will be the Bufinefs 
of the Sunday? Will they be careful to go to 
Church, or to any Place of religious Worhhip, to 
give God the Honour due to him, and to be in- 
tracted in the Daties of Religion ; and fpend the 
reft of the Day in a ferious Way, in Endeavours 
to improve their Minds by the reading of pious 
and good Books, or in virtuous and good Com- 
pany, and among near Relations and Family- 
friends ? I fear not; many of them will think of 
nothing cl{e but how to {pend the Day in the idleft 
and moft ufclefs Manner poffible ; others, in Imi- 
tation of the Example fet them by their Matters, 
will chink it a Day loft, if they do not make an 
Fxcurfion into the Country, to make an idle Vific 
to fome Acquaintance, or perhaps to fpend the 
Day in fome Tippling Houle. The Skirts of the 
‘Cown on a Sunday Morning, in tolerable Weather, 
are as crowded with Sights of this Kind, as if 
People were potting to ‘fome Fair or Market ; 
a moft feandalous Sight, and a very great Indica. 
tion of the Diflolutenefs of our Manners, and Re 
mifmefs of Family-Government. How is the Face 
of this City changed in this Refpect from what it 
was in former Times, when the Mafter and Mif- 

trefs, 
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trefs, Children, Apprentices and Servants, went in 
a Body to the Houfe of God to worfhip him to 
whom they owe their Being, and from whom 
alone they can expect Happinefs either in this 
World or in the next. They very feldom miffed 
Church ; but fo great is the Change, that many 
now feldomer go to it; which Neglect of Divine 
Worfhip cannot fail to be of extreme ill Confe- 
quence. It is of as much Importance it fhould be 
remedied, as itis to beget and preferve in the 
Minds of young People a Fear of God and 
Senfe of Religion 5 which Nothing can keep up in 
any tolerable Degree, but a regular and ferious 
Obfervation of the Lord’s Day. This is fo evi- 
dent, that I think its denied by none, and there- 
fore I need not in Proof of it obferve, that almoft 
every Malefactor, whom his Sins have brought to 
an infamous and untimely End, dates: from fence 
the Beginning of his Ruin. 
"This is a Fault. which thefe : iabeiesiee) indeed 
have it not in their Power to cure, though their 
Iendeavours towards it’ are. not wanting ; but. the 
Taw has provided .a pretty effectual Remedy for 
it, if the proper Officers would: do their Duty ; : 
‘for it is exprefly enacted, That every Perfon who 
fall not refort to bis Church or fome Place of Pub- 
lick Wor/bip upon every Sunday, having no lawful or 
‘reafonable Excufe to be abfent, foal forfeit for every 
fuch Offence Twelve-pence, to be levied by the Church- 
Wardens of the Parifh where fuch Offence fhall de done, 
‘ga. the Uje of the Poor of the fame Pari/o, The 
‘Time can be remembered when the Zeal of OM- 
cecrs in this Point was very great 5 but when was it? 
U;: - When 
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When the Penal Laws were in Force, and they 
could indulge the cruel Pleafure of worrying a 
Number of poor People of ferupulous Contciences, 
who had no other Crime they could be charged 
with, but a Defire of fervine God in their own 
Way. But fuch is the Perverlenels of a wrong 
Zeal, that if we cannot force Men to come to 
Church, we do not care what becomes of them; 
they may abfent themfclves from our Worthip as 
Jong and as often as they will, provided they go 
to no other; we are eafy in not having God fer 
ved at all, rather than it fhould be in a Way we 
de not like; though the not ferving him, the not 
going to fome Place of publick Worthip, mut 
neceflarily end in differving him, in grofs Irreligi- 
on, and Immorality, and all the ill Effects of 
them. I cannot but wonder at the Remifnefs of 
Parifh-Officers in this Part of their Duty, fince if 
they were vigorous and active in it, they would 
either bring People to a religious Attendance on 
the Service. of God, or by. the Penalty incurred ’ 
‘by their Neglect, confiderably eafe their Panthes 
in their Taxes. This laft Motive I fhould think 
would have no litthe Weight with them, fince it 
is certain the Poors Rates in.moft Places are very 
heavy, and+every Day grow more fo, 

But to proceed, if Matters of Families can be 
unconcerned for their Servants or Apprentices 
confidered by themfelves, it might, as I have faid, 
be expected they would not be fo for their own 
Sakes 5 they muft be very unthinking not to confider 
how much themfclves do or may fuffer by it. How 
‘often have Houfes, in the Abfence of the Matters, 

been 
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been robbed or burnt through the Carelefnefs and 
Negligence of Servants, which had been prevented 
had the Matter’s Eye been upon them? How of- 
ten have Houfes been robbed by Perfons in Con- 
federacy with Servants, and fometimes fet on Fire 
to conceal the Robbery ? And whence comes this 
creat Iniquity, how came they to have Minds fo cor- 
rupt as to be capable of fuch horrid Villanies? is it 
not from being left to themiclves? for Want of 
Infpection, for Want of Inftruction, for Want of 
a Senfe of Religion being inftilled early into them? 
and is not this chiefly the Fault of Parents and 
Matters ? 

But if none of thefe terrible Effects fhould fol- 
low upon this Neglect and Abfence of the Matters, 
is not ‘Time loft, 1s not Induftry flackened, are not 
Habits of Idlenefs contracted, are not Opportuni- 
ties thrown into their Hands Se mntiains every Vi- 
cious Inclination ? Are they not expofed to the 
greateft Danger of being feduced by il] Compa- 
ny, and drawn into finful Pleafures, which, when. 
once tafted, perhaps they will never leave? Is not 
all Vice expenfive ? Does not their Health fuffer 
by it? Is nota Diftemper very often contracted, 
the Remains of which will perhaps always ftick 
by them ? For is it not common for young Peo- 
ple in fuch Cafes, partly for Secrecy, and partly as 
they think to fave Expence, to throw themf{elves 
into the Hands of ignorant Pretenders, by which 
Means their Conftitution is oftentimes irreparably 
ruined ? And what Service, what Induftry or Care 
can Matters expect from thofe who are thus viti- 
ated both in Body and Mind? Bat if the Cafe 
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fikould not prove fo bad, the bare Expence of vi- 
cious Pleafures, efpecially if Gaming makes a Part 
ol them, as gencrally it does, is too great for the 
Circumftances of fuch Perfons to fupport: And 
what is the next Thing ? Why, to cheat and fteal 
and rob, to have wherewith to anfwer their Ex, 
pences, and pay the Debts their fatal Pleafures 
have drawn them into. FYas it not been faid, that 
even Confederacies have been formed by a Number 
of vicious young People, to make a Bank as it 
were of their Matters Cath, to carry on, and at 
the fame Time conceal, ong another’s Lextravagean- 
cies ? which could not have happened, if Mafters 
trufted their Servants Iefs, and infpected into their 
Affairs themfelves, and fpent moré of that Time 
at Home, which, to fay no worfe of'it, is in fo 
ufelefs a Manner trifled away in other Places, It 
is In vain to talk of the Decay of Trade, or to 
complain of the Increafe of Vice, while private 
Families are fo ill governed, and Luxury and I[dle- 
nefs take the Place of Frugality and Induttry, 
There lies the Root of the Evil, and uill that is re- 
moved, all that either Magiftrates or thefe Socie- 
ties can do, is comparatively littl, You may 
weed a Piece of ill Ground as long as you will; if 
you cannot cure the Soil, and remove the Caufe, 
new Weeds will fpring up as faft as the old ones 
are pulled out. And fo it is here, while private 
Families are fo ill managed, and Matters take fo 
little Care of the Fducation of thofe under them, 
there will unavoidably {pring from thence an uni- 
verfal Diffolutencfs and Corruption of Manners, 
Wre feel che fects, and fee the Caule, and there- 
fore, 
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for Reformation of Manners. 313 
fore, inftead of thinking it ftrange that the one 
fubfifts while the other does fo, if we were wile, 
if we had any Concern for ourfelves or our Coun- 
try, for the Honour of God, and the Happinefs 
of our Brethren; if we had any Regard to our 
own worldly Intereft, if we really wifhed the Prof- 
perity of our Families, or to be happy in our 
Children, we fhould fet ourfelves in earneft to 
mend Faults that are become fo cpidemical ; we 
fhould return to the grave, regular, orderly, {o- 
ber Method of Life, which this great City aliag 
in former Times been fo jultly renowned for, and 
fhew we are fenfible, that good domeftick Dit. 
cipline and Government are abfolutely neceflary 
to preferve Honetty, Vrugality, and Induftry, and 
the other Virtues which are the true Foundations 
of Society. 

If this Care was ever neceflary, it is fo now, not 
only from the great Increafe of Profanenefs (and 
Immorality, and the terrible Effects we feel, and 
more we have Reafon to apprehend from them) 
but from the prodigious Increafe of the Town, 
which is become in fome Sort the whole King- 
dom, fuch vaft Numbers from all Parts conftandy 
refort to it. If this Part therefore be infected, no 
other will long remain found ; the Plague of Vice 
will from this Centre foon diffufe itfelf into 
all Parts, and indeed has already done fo. The 
Numbers, that annually flock hither, will not, 
upon their Return, be likely to leave the Vices of 
the Town behind them. It has been an Obferva. 
tion of wife Men, that the Virtue of a People is 


often owing to their [gnerance of Vice; and in 
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this happy Ignorance many Parts of the Kingdom 
would in great Meafure have {till remained, had 
they not from hence been furnifhed with the fa 
tal Knowledge of it. But thofe who cannot be 
prevailed on to reform their Families from a Senfe 
of their own Intereft, will, Iam afraid, be little 
moved by telling them how much the whole 
Kingdom fuffers by it; though that it does fo, is 
undeniable. 

For thofe who come into the World with Minds 
fo corrupt, will be impatient of all Reftrainr, 
and an univerfal Licentioufnefs of Manners will 
unavoidably prevail. To oblige Men thus educa- 
ted to act a reafonable Part, 1s to intrench upon 
their Liberty ; they have been fuffered, while Chil- 
dren and in their younger Years, to do what they 
would, and will you not permit them to do fo 
full ? What do you tell them of Laws or Reéli- 
gion, of their Duty to God or their Country, they 
will tell you, they are their own Matters? and 
they never think themfelves to be fo, but when 
they afflume a Liberty of doing fomething very 
unreafonable, unmanly, and abfurd ; they are 
Slaves to the worft of Mafters, vicious and_head- 
{trong Paflions, while they endeavour to affert 
their Freedom from the Reftraints of Reafon, and 
of Law which is founded in Reafon, and from 
the Obligations of the moft reafonable Religion. 
It is in Truth come to that pafs, that Licentioul- 
nefs has taken the Place and Name of Liberty, 
and nothing is thought Liberty, which does not 
leave Men an unreftrained Power of faying and 
doing what they pleafe, at leaft in every Thing 

relating 
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relating to themfelves. Reafonable Liberty is a 

Language they do not underftand ; Liberty, in 

their Opinion, ceafes to be fo, the Minute it comes 

under Rules and Limitations. But all wife and 

fober Men fee how abfurd this is 5 they know that 

true Liberty is the Middle between two Extremes, 

as indeed all Virtues are, Licentioufnefs on one 

Hand, and Servitude on the other. But for fuch 

who will not underftand what reafonable Liberty 

means, or how it differs from Licentioufnefs, fhould 
be made to know what /ega/ Liberty is, and that 
no Man has a Right to more or other Liberty, 
than the Laws of the Society allow of which he 
is a Member, fuppofing them to be juft and 
righteous Laws; which is but a reafonable Sup- 
pofition, efpecially where the People themfelves 
are the Law-makers, fo that nothing can be*a 
Law without their own Confent, And I muft 
add, that that is not /ega/ Liberty, or the Liberty 
the Laws intend, which perhaps keeps within the 
Letter of the Law, if it manifeftly violates the 
Intention of it: For it will often fo fall out, that 
the Intention of the Law fhall be very clear and 
plain, and yet it may be fo worded, that.a Man, 
who greatly offends again{t it, may be fafe from 
Punifhment. For fuch is the Corruption of hu- 
man Nature, that a ‘reftraining Law is no fooner 
made, but evil-minded Men fet their Heads to 
work, to Gnd out an Fyafion 5 and it is exceed- 
ing difficult in many Cafes to word a Law fo, as 
to preclude all Room for fuch Artifices ; which 1s 
one great Reafon why Laws do not better anfwer 


their End, and produce the cood Effects expected 
from 
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316 A Sermon preached to the Socictios 
from them. Such a Fractice therefore is nor uling 
a legal Liberty, but is a manifeft Abufe of It, and 
is really Licentiou/w/s, however it may cover itfelf 
from the Letter of the Law. 

For every one to do what js Right in his own 
Eyes, which the prefent Generation are fo fond 
of, is the Charaéter of Times when there was no 
Government : In thot Days there was no King in 
Sfrael, every Man did that which woas right in bis 
own Leyes, But where there is a King, where there 
are Laws, and Magiftrates invefted with Authority 
to put them in Execution, there is an End of all 
Pretence to fuch an unreftrained Liberty, ~ Jn 
Truth, Licentioufnefs is fo far from being Liberty, 
that. it has a natural and direét Tendency to fub. 
vert and deftroy it. So Reafon thews it mujt be ; 
fo Hiftory tells us, that in faé it often has been; 
why then fhould we flatter ourfclves, that the fame 
Caufe will not now alfo, if faffered 0. 20."0n, 
produce. the fame Eft 2? There js the fame 
Reafon ‘for reftraining Liberty in the Subject, as 
there is for limiting Power in the Prince > fOr un. 
bounded Liberty is an unbounded Power of do- 
ing what they pleafe. But fuch a Power,. in what. 
ever Hands, whether ia the. Governors or Govern- 
ed, is, from the! Perverfenefs of human Nature, 
too apt to be abufed. We all feem fenfible enough 
of this, if the Prince ftretches the Prerogative, or 
attempts to fet himfelf, in any Inftance, above the 
Laws: But is not an:unlimited Power in the Peo- 
ple, a boundlels Liberty to do what they will, 
equally dangerous to the Welfare of a Nation, 
and inconfiftent with its Safety ? Had a-Prince 
the Virtue of Yupiter, fays Ariforle, it would be 
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for Reformation of Manners. 317 
ft he fhould have his Power too; which is in Ef. 
fect faying, that fince he has not one, it is not fit 
he fhould have the other. But if Power ought to 
be proportioned to Virtue, it is for the fame Rea- 
fon not fit to give the People fo much Power as » 
to leave them wholly to themfelves, fince they 
have not Virtue enough to be trufted with it, For 
firft, it is giving them a full Liberty to ruin them- 
felves, which all wife and good Governments 
fhould prevent as much as poffible ; and in the 
next Place, no Member of the Community can 
fuffer fingly, his Ruin will draw that of others af- 
ter it; and if Numbers run into the like Abufe 
of Liberty, the Community muft in Proportion 
fuffer by it. Its Riches and Strength are not only 
fo much impaired, by which it fhould defend it- 
felf againft Foreign Force 5 it is in great Danger 
from within, from the Factions and Divifions which 
vicious Men in Diftrefs are always ready to foment, 

But we need -not much Reafoning to prove a 
Point, that {peaks itfelf. Licentioufnefs every 
where prevails, and we feel the fad Effects of its 
it has produced {uch a Diffolutenefs of Manners, 
fach a Luxury in all Parts of Life, and all Ranks 
of People, fach a Difregard to the Duties of Re- 
ligion, tuch a Contempt of all Authority, whether 
Sacred or Civil, as was never before known in. 
this Nation 5 and there is no Danger we have not 
Reafon to apprehend from it, efpecially fince this 
great Licentioufnefs of Manners is accompanied 
by a no lefs Licentioufnefs of the Prefs, and Men 
are confirmed in ill Practice by the mott bare- 
faced Endeavours ‘to corrupt their Principles, that 

the 
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the Remains of Confcience, and a Fear of the 
Punifhment threatned to the Wicked in the Scrip- 
tures, may not make them uneafy in their Sins, 
and at fome Time or other bring them to Repen- 
tance. Infidelity is propagated with the greatelt 
Induftry, and Religion treated as a mere Impof. 
ture, an Impofition upon Mankind, that is not 
only ufclefs, but if you will believe them, hurtful 
and pernicious, The Licentioufnefs of this kind 
has been many Years growing upon us, bur a 
Love of Liberty would not let Men timely fee 
what was aimed at. Un the mean Time the Pro- 
moters of Infidelity fele their Way ftep by ttep, 
and tryed from. Time to Time what the Nation 
would bear ; every Step they took was but in or 
der toa bolder ; and now the Mask is thrown 
afide, and they plainly tell us what it is they have 
been fo long defigning, 

It is not now Superttition or Popery, modern 
Doctrines and human Inventions or Additions, Per- 
fecution or Prieftcraft, that are the Subjects of 
their Satyrs and Invectives; thefe were Prepara- 
tions only to a greater Work, and in order to 
undermine Chrittianity itelf, While they were 
declaiming againtt Popery and Prieftcraft, they 
pretended great Efteem and Reverence for the 
Scriptures and the Doérines contained in them, 
for Chrift and his Apoftles, and the firit Ages of 
the Church, and for thofe who in earne(t follow- 
ed the Example of their ereat Mafter. But now 
they think they want none of thefe Covers , now 
they openly attack the Chriitian Infticution inlf; 
it is ridiculed, reviled, traduced, in a Manner that 
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for Reformation of Manners. 319 
exceeds every Thing we find in its Pagan Adver- 
faries, and was never before fuffered in any Chri- 
ftian Country. The Scriptures are treated with 
the utmoft Contempt, the Charge of Prieftcraft 
is brought down to Chrift himfelt and his Apoftles, 
or they are reprefented as mere Enthufiafts ; Pro- 
phecies and Miracles, the Foundations of the Gof 
pel, are exploded as being themfelves without 
Foundation ; even the Morality of the Gofpel does 
not efcape their bold Cenfure 5 all is Forgery, Im- 
pofture, or Enthufiafms the very Word Lith is 
not to be born, as if inconfiltent with Reafon and 
Senfe: In fhort, all Revelation is Tiftion, God 
cannot make one if he would, and if he could, 
it would be to no Purpofe, of no Ufe or Service 
to Mankind. Js thy Servant a Dog that he foould 
do this ? So would thefe Men fay, fo in Effect did - 
they fay, when they were at firft charged with 
thefe black Defigns, and it was foretold they would 
do what they fince have done. But it was necef- 
fary to obferve Meafures for a Time, and to dif- 
femble all they could their true Meaning, till the 
Minds of the People were gradually prepared for 
it We fee now with what View fuch Bitternefs 
has been expreffed againft the Clergy, why it has 
been fo warmly infifted on, that Religion was a 
mere perfonal Thing, which the State had nothing 
to do with, and that all Authority in Religious 
Matters has been denied to refide any where, either 
in Church or State. Shall I not vifit for thefe 
Things 2 faith the Lord; foall not my Soul be avenged 
on fuch a Nation as this? But I hope a merciful 
God will not impute thefe crying Sins to the 

whole 
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820 4 Sermon preached ta the Societies 
whole Nation 3 -and that a Handful of Men only, 
in Comparifon of the Whole, are guilty of them, 
But if the Nation would not have this Guilt im- 
puted to them, they fhould fhew their juft Refent. 
ment of it, and !ook on thefe Advocates of Infi- 
delity as their worft Enemies, as Perfons whofe 
Principles, of all others, do moft deferve the Ha. 
tred and Abhorrence of all wife and good Min, 
For who can be greater Enemies to any Govefn- 
ment, than thofe who would fet the People free 
from the Reitraint Religion puts upon them? Or 
how can Society fubfift, if publick and private 
Faith, which are the Cement of it, are deftroyed ? 
What Security can the Prince have for the Fide- 
lity and Allegiance of the Subject ? What Conf. 
dence can Subjects have in one another ? What 
will become of the Peace and Order of private 
Families 2? What Dependance can there be on filial 
Obedience, or upon the Honefly of Servants? 
What Bond will there be left for the Fidelity of 
the Muarriage-Bed ? Will they tell us, that the 
Power of the Magiftrate and the Authority of the 
Law is fuficient for thefe Purpofes; that we are 
fife in them, and want not the additional Re- 
{iraints of Religion? But not to infill that the 
wiieftt Men in all Virnes have been of another 
Opinion, it is from the Reafon and Nature of 
Things demonftrable, thac all Obligation to hu- 
man Laws ultimately terminates in the Behef of 
of ‘a God, who will reward every Man according 
to his Works, and that no Scheme of Morality 
or Government can fubfift without it; fo that Ir- 
religion, could i¢ prevail and be embraced upon 
Principle, 


reisied oh sve ponpeanes- os e 
dine mM we isthnel Oamty bas 5 couevts on 
AN, ito my jad walt le wemse a ait 
war Dual at sari sou tkiaer aginit ads Te a 7 _ 
asa tet sigtlt wail iver you fn o bresrigy a 
al lo crumevbA stots no dow! ban a to tart 
Dit 2: nat i zamena Show tisde ge 
abl ods sowed fo ob ratio {lx to thant 
dé boow bea dit the to osneneddé bas bon 
ares * (re Ober imine Wish ad fae olw tel 
ri) olyouT sft hidow ow Rods weir Sten 
~ OF eros pony Fury rorgiesd miiest ody intl. 
ide: brn Aaiidng Lie fit yadue - neo - worl 

teyotilob Sie 1% to jour ods cre dsiiw Sane 4, 
si of: 1k aad sont) se am eee 
Tp al WY Hdue sh Go sannigstth ine yu 
ntW ‘Swine dio at sved iPokive cio Seb) ~< 4 
sing ‘lo tO tne some cals Yo omorn ‘Hiw ° 
ll no sd syacl) ts2 sonebnsyed ial WY Sallie 
jdoreut Ya gnolt of) nee 30 pani! 
lo vali ade act Fol ad! aaa Hior hat ea Wire 
of wed: aw lot quis LW $ bull ayaiall vote f 
rho vhotwA si bre weftigeh wit ty awe) 9 
ste see thdt gectocre" iads gol seta twink » 
oil hagisthts sd! 200 teew' Bes’ rea! 
ait staid Hilal ) God nib -Fpoigitell lo % en 
wiidaa lo Ased weld emit fe my 
ja swiult lee nolesH sip mom ae stan 
anl O% tal vewetfdO iis tiie aériineces ay 
bo todet! ot mi eeu) hassel oF vel 
ysihsors: a 7s None itiw odw 
aie Yo setrobee ort pees Nin otf 
‘ly of mwohiwthhidt cere dep We 
do Looting sdebng digest te 


ak proces | 


al 


7. 


~~ 


for Reformation of Manners. 32% 
Principle, would in Reality be a Diffolution of all 
Government, of all Commerce and Society, and 
throw a Nation into the utmoft Confufion. The 
Men therefore that endeavour this, deferve the 
publick Odium more than Murderers or Incendi- 
aries, mofe than thofe who would bring on us the 
ereateft Evils, or the worft of Placuies. 

Bat did it in Theory appear pofible, that the 
Laws of a Country, and the Authority of the Ma- 
piftrate, could fupply the Place of God and Re- 
ligion ; are not as many Engines at work to de~ 
ftroy the Authority of the Prince, as have endea- 
voured to take away the Reverence due to God ? 
Is not Civil Authority as much infulted as Sacred ? 
Is not a Prince, who in himfelf, in his Royal Con- 
fort, in his Children, deferves the Efteem, the 
Admiration, the Affection, the Hearts of his Peo- 
ple, treated with the utmoft Indignity ? Are not 
his perfonal Virtues denied, or fhamefully mifre- 
prefented ? Are not his publick Meafures tradu- 
ced ? Are not his Minifters libelled in fo infa- 
mous a Manner, as if to be a Servant to the 
King, and in the Intereft of one’s Country, were 
Things incompatible ? Sedition and Treafon, un- 
der very thin Covers, are difperfed with the great- 
eft Induftry through the whole Nation; and it 
feems to be the fole Employment of fome Men 
to weaken the Authority of the Crown, and de- 
{troy all the Refpect and Reverence due to the 
Majefty of “the Prince that wears it. Let the Pa- 
trons of Infidelity, before they perfuade us that 
the Reftraints of Religion are ufelefs and unnecel- 
fary, inftead of weakening the Authority of the 
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Prince, and villifying his Government, fhew them. 
felves good Subjects, and ready to pay a juft Re. 
gard to the Civil Power, and, by all proper Ar- 
guments, endeavour to enforce on others the Ob. 
ligations due to ic, Let them do Juftice to the 
Prince they have fworn Allegiance to $ let them 
acknowledge his fhining Virtues, and confefs his 
Senfe of Honour, his Clemency, his Juttice, his 
eager and impatient Defires to eafe his People, and 
make them happy: But this is tn vain expected of 
fuch Men ; they that will not give to God the 
Things that are God’s, neither will they give to 
C.efar the Things which are Ce/ar’s, 

I know not whether any Thing need be added 
to increafe the Horror of this wicked Scheme, that 
aims at nothing lefs than to extirpate all Religion, 
and with it all Virtue and Obedience to Govern. 
ment. But if any Thing can add to it, it fhould 
be the Confideration, that while we are thus ruining 
ourlelves by our Irrehe@ton and Immorality, we 
have a vigilant and and powerful Enemy looking 
on with Pleafure, and not only looking on, but 
adding Fuel to the Fire ; an Enemy ready to take 
all Advantages againft us, and ever, with inceffane 
Zeal, confpiring our Deftruction ; for fuch ts the 
Popith Faction, a Faétion always reftlefs and im- 
placable. Great is the Harveft they have had 
among us for many Years, and they are daily bufy 
in making Profelytes; but a Profelyte to Popery 
is from that Minute a fworn Enemy to every Thing 
that is valuable to us, as Eaglifhmen and Pro- 
teftants. Nor is this at all ftrange ; for Irreligion 
can never be acquiefced in by any Nation 5 it is 
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a State not to be born; and therefore the Appear- 
ance of it, while it makes fuch bold Advances, and 
fhews itfelf fo openly, frightens great Numbers 
who have a Zeal for God, and drives them into a 
Communion, where there is fo much Appearance 
of Piety, and where the Forms of Devotion are 
kept up ina Way that creates great Reverence, 
and has a wonderful Effect upon the common 
People, who are very apt to miftake Superftition 
for Religion. In fhort, nothing can advance the 
Caufe of Popery more, than the Propagation of 
Infidelity among us, which by fome Men is fo 
much laboured. 

How to remedy this Licentioufnefs of Manners, 
thefe Infults on Religion; how to put a Stop to 
the Growth of Infidelity; how to preferve, or ra- 
ther reftore to the Civil Powers the Reverence and 
Efteem due to them, and retrieve a juft Regard to 
Authority human and Divine; how to defend the 
Nation from the Dangers thefe Things expofe us 
to from our Popifh Adverfaries, it becomes not 
me to fay : But till formething is done for the Re- 
medy of thefe Evils, if indeed any Thing can be 
done, and it be not too Jate to ftem the Torrent 
that is breaking in upon us; till more Concern 1s 
fhewn for the publick Welfare ; till fome Refpect 
is paid to Authority; till fome Care is taken of 
Education, to put it upon a better Foot; till pri- 
vate Families can be prevailed on to regulate 
themfelves in another Manners; till Mafters and 
Parents will think themfelves obliged to take Care 
of the Morals and Religion of thole under their 
Charge, all that the Magiftrate or thefe Societies 
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can do, will be to little Parpofe. Their Zeal for 
the Honour of God, their Concern for the Good 
of their Fcllow-Creatures, and their Love for their 
Country, though they fhould continue to enjoy 
the Happinefs they have at prefent, of wife and 
virtuous, honeft and uncorrupt Magiftrates, whofe 
Fars will be open to their Complaints, and Hands 
ready to execute the Laws, will not be able to pro- 
duce the defired Reformation, if no other Me- 
thods be taken towards this good End, by thofe 
who only have it in their Power, But whatever 
Succefs your Endeavours have, or however they may 
be feconded by others, you have done your Parts, you 
have the Thanks and Praifes of all good Men, and 
what is {till more valuable, the Satisfaction of a good 
Confcience, you have been zealous for the Honour 
of the Great God ; your Caufe recommends you 
‘to the Divine Favour and Protection : He knows 
thefe that are his, and will in the End reward 
your Labour of Love and Endeavours for his 
Service, with a bleffed and glorious Immortality, 
for the Sake and through the Mediation of his be- 
loved Son our Lord and Saviour fESUS CHRIST, 
to whom with the Father and the Holy Spirit be 
aicribed all Honour, Glory, and Power, now and 
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SERMON 


Preached before the Houfe of Lorps, 
in the Abbey-Church at Wefiminfler, upon 
Monday, ‘fanuary 31, 1731. being the Day 
appointed to be kept as the Day of the 
Martyrdom of King Charles the Firft, 
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My Son, fear thou the Lorpo and the King, and 
meddle not with them that are given to Change, 


Neu ate 4S the Ufe of Hiftory in gene- 
ORG “<an) ral is to direct us in the Con- 
= > duct of our Lives, and: point 
® out to us the Things we fhould. 
— follow or avoid, to promote 
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PS PoAe Oren. either our own Fappineds or 
Woo the publick Welfare, in which 
our own is neceffarily included ; fo the folemn 
annual Commemorations of fome Tranfactions are 
in a more particular Manner ufeful to the fame 
good Purpofes. But of all the Faéts recorded in the 
Englifb Viiltory, as no one is more execrable and 
impious than that we are this Day affembled in 
the Hloufe of God to exprefs our humble and fin- 
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cere Abhorrence of, fo is none fuller of good and 
ufetul Leffons for ovr future Conduét, if duly 
and ferioufly attended to; none can more ftrong- 
ly recommend to us the excellent Advice given in 
the Text, to fear the LORD and the King, and not 
to meddle with them that are given to Change, Wad 
our Forefathers followed this Advice, the horrid 
Fact we this Day lament had not been committed , 
nor can the like ever happen again, if their Po- 
fterity will have the Wildom to take Warning 
from their Example. 

To fear the LORD, is to ferve him, and keep 
his Commandments, delivered in his holy Word ; 
and, to us Chriftians, it means in a more efpecial 
Manner to do the Will of God, as declared in the 
New Teftament; and, in Confequence of this, to 
profefs and heartily embrace the Religion of 
Chrift, and to be living Members of his Church; 
and to beheve and practife the Doctrines and Du- 
ties taught by him in the Scriptures, or by his 
Minifters agreeably thereto. This is to fear the 
LORD, fuitibly to the Advice given in the Text, 
as we are Chriftians, For as it is addreffed to 
ews, it isan Exhortation to them to be religious 
Jews, to be fincere in their Obedience and Wor- 
fhip of the God of SJfrae/, as directed in the Law 
given to the Fews, For it is in the Text, Fear the 
LORD, that is, febovab, the God of I/rael, in 
Oppofition to the Gods of the Nations, the Wor- 
fhip of which was the great Sin which above all 
others they were warned again{t. But the Lord, 
the God of the fews, is the God whom we Cart- 

fiiaus worlhip; and therefore thefe Words, by 
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Parity of Reafon, when addrefled to Chriftians, 
muft mean to obey God as is direfted in the Re- 
ligion inftituted by Chrift, that is, In Spirit and 
in Truth, and to become living Members of 
Chrift?s myftical Body the Church ; which we can 
never be, but by living in Obedience to his Com- 
mands, 

Now, as to fear the LORD is to obey God, and 
to obey God is to obferve and practife the Reli- 
gion taught us in his Word ; fo to fear the King is 
to obey the King, and obferve his Commands = 
and that, in a limited and legal Government, is 
to obferve the Laws, and pay the King the Obe- 
dience required by them: fo that we have a cer- 
tain Rule to direct us in our Obedience both to 
God and the Kings which leaves all Men without 
Excufe, who pretend Ignorance of their Duty to 
either. AJ! Men have been taught their Duty to 
God from their Infancy, and have continually 
Teachers and Inftructors in Righteoufnefs ; and, 
that they may fee what 1s commanded with their 
own Eyes, all have the Scriptures in their Hands, 
The fame indeed cannot be faid of the Laws of 
the Land; but yet the Want of fufiicient Know- 
ledge was never, J believe, made a Pretence for 
Difobedience in any flagrant Inftances. Befides, 
that the Knowledge all have of the Duties com- . 
manded in the Gofpel, in great Meafure fupplics 
the Defect of their Knowledge in the Laws, fo 
far as concerns their Duty to the King; fince no- 
body is fo ignorant as not to know. that Obedi- 
ence to the higher Powers is in a very diftinguifh- 
ing M anner required in feveral Places in the New 
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Teftament. ‘They therefore that fin in not obeying 
God and the King, fin againit Knowledge, and fo 
far are without Pxcufe, 

Thus much may fuffice to fhew what is meant 
by fearing God and the King ; it is to be true ta 
the holy Religion we profels, and to be good Sub- 
jets to the Government we live aes and pay 
the legal Obedience due to it. And the beft Way 
to fecure our Fidelity and Conftancy in both thefe 
Duties, is not to meddle with them that are given 
to change; to change, with refpect either to God or 
the King, with refpect to their Religion or the 
Government. ‘Thefe we are exhorted not to med- 
dle with, not to mix or familiarly converfe with, 
left we be feduced by them from either of thole 
Duties, either into Idolatry or Enthufiafm, Infide- 
jity or Atheifm, in Oppofition to God’s written 
Word ; or into Faction and Sedition, into Difloy- 
alty or Rebellion againit the Laws of the Land, 
and the Word of God both. 

One of the beft Prefervatives in general againtt 
Vices of all Kinds, 1s carefully to avoid bad Com- 
pany, there being a ftrange Contagion in all Ex- 
ample, and a fpecious and tempting Outfide in 
every Vice, which flatters our Senfes, and is but 
too agreeable to one or other of our Paffions: So 
that ill Company, when they apply to our fenfual 
Appetites and Paffions, perfuade almott as foon 
as heard. Lvery Vice has its Party, who make it 
their Bufincfs to fteduce young People, by drefling 
if up in the moft {pecious and attracting Colours, 
and ikon oes its Oppofite Virtue to the greateft 
Difadvantage, and under all poflible Difcqurage- 

ments. 


oe 


ae BLE OO I sl ssasametindacceemeasin nasil hil shlltieeensteata hice Rein hia 


sha voted hadans' sewed B 


Ewes tut ni oft tai ke et 
sin aqbalwoud Putigge ad gai ‘ae ae 
Sinvall wodiiee s omy 
setae et dertw warll or sorta yam count 
oswusloinn , gna al Gas Lor guivsty 
toe Loos, et OF bak 2hlow aw st ae 
yey bax pabaw evil sw wembatsrow air ob efdor 
eel? Fad sat. ba A 1 on gub sgnsildO Ttagal aie 7 
sits Mod -ai ashoo? bas yibiel to Sue oF") 
aun ve ck edt. Ge sithsal ov 30n a ed 
vo bos) ot cis Bait sw winds o ¢ speek 
sit so moigiladl aad) or Soler “sity Qu silt. 
Ae ovat hanodss aia oe Sta josnurawad - © 
dia’ Stryznoo ybnillenet 50 xfer OF on” Flee ea 
Sot to vsdiis mow mad: qd bigubat“sd SWB 
biel tiated iadobl oxi sadso antl aro 
asiiiw hot 10) noiniog{0 oi ntinbA 30 OH 2a 
od oti peuibse has nel onl yo 7 ba 
bac t cal) Yo ews Lilt finiege hoillsdsst go ner 
whol bod to tio a fm = 
Daitge taeda al 2oritow Iatl Pad ads Ya nO Se 
smo) Lad féovn ar ytipigs ef 2b His Reid 
44 Ii al noigane? sqnetl s yuisd 
acsbiwO gaia fas eiolal # Sie ite 
wid a fie .Shiv2 tho ee aly bers 
ot seacithd wo to wre ye gaa GF at = ue a 
fail woe oa ylyqe yoda nsdw Wrmpio? th aa i 
aool t% ofall obaiiaq anole’ tt 
fi oder odw .yrtett a and ae ae ye Pe 
gaitinh yd ,siqool snug set Anais : ~ ‘ 
- 35 miitierte hiin ee um 
:ity oils or ouni¥ ta a fit nga 
rows aidilieg us thet omband 


SLND ~ 
a 2 


i aaa 


Re 


STIS TI So NR gr ore 


FHoufe of Lords, Fun. 31,1731. 329 
ments, Vice, in their Account of it, is fociable 
and good-natur’d, it is Manlinefs and good Breed- 
ing, itis Pleafure and true Liberty. And young 
Minds lic fo open to thele Temptations, that they 
become an ealy Prey, and ereedily run into the 
Snares laid for them, Nothing but dear-bought 
Fxperience will convince them, that all Repre- 
fentations in Favour of Vice are meer Delufion ; 
that the Pleafures they were flattered with, were 
falfe Pleafures, fweet indeed to the Mouth, but all 
Ritternefs within ; and that no two Things are at 
a wider Diftance, than Liberty and Vice, Then 
they find, that the virtuous Man is the only happy 
Man, that to be a Servant to Righteoufnefs is the 
moft perfect Freedom, and that thofe who fedu- 
ced them from their Virtue, while they promifed 
them Liberty, were themfelves the Slaves of Sin, the 
Servants. of Corruption. 

But as every other Vice has its Advocates, to fe- 
duce unftable Minds, in which they are but too 
fuccefSful, through the Agreeablenefs of fomcething 
there is in Vice to our corrupt Paffions, and the 
Severity and Self-denial there feems to be in the 
firft Practice of mott Virtues 5 fo it is with Oppo- 


fitions to Religion and Government : They in all 


Times have their Parties, and are zealoufly efpou- 
fed, and induftrioufly propagated, and among 
young People never want Profelytes. ‘There are 
in every Nation, and at all Jun¢tures, Men given 
to change, not only from Motives of Avarice or 
Ambition, from Difappointment or Revenge, or 
to mend a bad Fortune ; but from Vanity and Self 
conceit, from a Levity and Ficklenefs of “Femper, 
| from 
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330 4 Sermon preached before the 
from a {cheming Head, and a Love of innovating 
in Religion and Government for Innovatine-fake ; 
for fome Men are againft every Thing that is up- 
permoft, and feem to diflike what is efltablithed, 
meerly becaule it 1s fo, Such Men are ever buly 
in making Converts, and, as their own Heads are 
turned, fe they eafily turn the young Heads that 
liften to them, by the plaufible and {pecious Things 
they have to offer, which can never be wanting in 
Things of fo complicated a Nature as Religion 
and Government. for what Religion, I mean 
what Eftablifhment of Religion, what Church in 
any Country is fo perfect, as not to leave Room 
for finding Faule ? What Forms of Worfhip fo 
complete and unexceptionable, what Difcipline fo 
well framed or fo well executed, what Syftem of 
Faith and Doétrines fo wifely drawn up 5 where is 
there a national Clergy fo well qualified by Virtue 
and Learning for their Bufineis, fo pious, fo pru- 
dent, fo diligent in the Difcharge of their Offices, 
as to leave no Place for Exceptions, for Objecti- 
ons, for Scruples, for Cenfure, for Reproach ? 
Men given to change cannot only find Faults where 
there are any, but where there are none ; they: 
will aggravate the fmalleft Failures, and magnify 
very little Defects or Imperfections into  effential 
and capital Offences. Much Iefs can we expect 
Candour and Fairneis, Equity or Charity from 
fuch Men, or that they fhould connive at any real 
Faults or Imperfections ; which, yet in the Nature 
of Things it is abfolutely neceflary we fhould, un- 
lefs Men would be eternally out of Humour, For 
nothing can be contrived fo perfect, that it will 
noe 
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not carry in it the Marks of human Frailty. Bue 
‘© our Conflitution, with refpect to Religion, were 
in all Parts fo well formed, as to have nothing in 
itthat could fairly be excepted to, that will not 
fatisfy thefe Men ; it 1s Objection enough againft 
the Religion of their Country, either that they 
can fancy fomething more perfect, or that it does 
not leave them enough at Liberty ; and that sea 
fyficient Reafon for them to endeavour the Ex- 
tirpation of it. 
Men, who have in them a Tin@ture of Enthu- 
fiafm, are very apt to be feduced with Pretences 
to a more perfect Way of Worfhip ; and when 
once feduced, are always refllefs and impatient 3 
they will run any Lengths to carry their Point, to 
advance what they are fo paffionately fond of : It 
is, they think, the Caufe of God, which allows no 
Delays, admits of no Reftraints; Times and Places, 
and Perfons and Things, muft all give Way to 
what the Enthufiaft calls the Work of God, and 
thinks to be the Dictate of his Spirit. Thus, to 
ferve God, they trample upon all the Laws both 
of God and Man, which are but a dead Letter 
when they ftand in their Way, and were not in- 
tended, they think, to be a Rule to the Saints. 
It is very furprizing, as well as afflicting, to fee, 
what a Frenzy of Enthufiafm poor ignorant Men 
have been worked up to by fpecious Pretences to 
a purer Religion, or a more exalted Devotion, and 
through a blind Zeal to advance what they call 
the Kingdom of Chrift. And what makes this more 
aMliéting is, that they are worked up to this Mad- 
nefs by Men who do not believe themfelves a 
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Word of what they fay; by Men who are them: 
felves the vileft Hypocrites, void of all true Virtue 
and Religion. 

When fuch Men cannot ruin the Eftablithed 
Religion this Way, then they fet up for zealous 
Afferters of the Rights of Subjects in Religious 
Matters, and declare loudly for an abfolute Lx. 
emption from. all Authority whatever, as an Inva- 
fion of their Liberty ; Fault is found firft with 
the Teachers of Religion, then with what is taught; 
the Law of Nature is cried up in Oppofition to 
the Chriftian Revelation, and all Reftraint upon 
Licentioufnefs is Prieft-Craft. And there is fome- 
thing fo fpecious in Liberty, particularly in what 
relates to Faith and Confcience, that Delufions of 
this Kind eafily pafs upon the Multitude, efpecially 
upon the raw and unexperienced Part of them, 
By the plaufible Pretences and artful Infinuations 
of fuch Men, great Numbers are made Enemies 
firft to the Eftablifhed Religion, and, from a Dif 
affection to that, are by Degrees brought to a Dif. 
like of all Religion, and in the End become meer 
Infidels. 

So dangerous is it to mix with Men given ta 
Change, with regard to Religion ; and what makes 
the Evils of this Kind greater, Men, who are of 
a reftlefs, turbulent, factious T’emper with refpect 
to Government, are always ready to join in their 
Complaints againft the Religion eftablithed, and 
in their Endeavours to feduce Men from it. The 
Eftablifhed Religion and. the Eftablifhed Govern- 
ment are in their Conftitution and Intercits fo in- 
terwoven and linked together, that they who 
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would fubvert the Government, have no furer Way 
to compafs their wicked Ends, than by endea- 
youring to ruin the Church five, | Unesercatelt 
Strength of the Government ever did and ever 
will lie in the Fidelity and Affection of the Mem- 
bers of the Eftablifhed Church: As the Govern- 
ment knows this to be true, fo do its Enemies, 
who therefore are as ready by all Artifices and At+ 
tempts to weaken it, as our Governors can be to 
favour and protect it, 

Which leads me to confider the Oppofition of 
Men given to Change, with refpect to Government, 
and the Mifchief of the Poifon they infufe where 
they are hearkened to. There is no Queftion on 
which Men can argue more plaufibly on any Sides 
than this of Government; a great deal may be 
fid for and againft every Form that the Wit of 
Man has or can invent, as all know who are at all 
converfant in this Subject. But befides the Dif 
ferences in the feveral Forms, whether fimple or 
mixed, confidered abftractedly and in Theory, one 
Form of Government is more proper than ano- 
ther for this or that Nation ; and in this Queftion 
many Things mutt be confidered, the Genius of 
the People, the Extent of their Dominion, the 
Situation and Difpofitions of the feveral Nations 
bordering upon them. This makes it a very 
complicated Queftion, and exceeding difficult ma- 
ny Times to form a true Judgment, what Species 
of Government, all Things confider’d, is certain- 
ly the beft for a People, if they had it in their 
Choice: And the Men, who are given to Change, 
can never want Arguments for difliking that rags 
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live under, and giving the Preference to fome 
other, though they are morally fure it cannot take 
Place without throwing Things into ereat Confu. 
fion ; for that Changes of Government are almoft 
unavoidably attended with; fo that wife and ©ood 
Men would rather acquiefe in any Form, than at- 
tempt a Change at fo great Hazard, for one that 
would be better; but what would certainly be fo, 
that, as I have obferved, 1s often hard to fay. 

But if every Form of Government were in itflf 
equally good, or it were allowed that no one is 
betrer, for us at leaft, than that we find ourfelves 
under, (which I. think can never be difproved) 
yet Men given to Change can always find Matter for 
Complaints, and to rcprefent it in a difadvan- 
tagcous Light. For fince every Form is imperfedt, 
and has its Inconveniences, fuch Men will confider 
it on that Side only, while the Advantages of fome 
other Form fhall be greatly magnified, and its Ime 
perfections denied or fiudioufly concealed, And 
if young Men will hearken to fuch Seducers, ma- 
ny will be captivated, from an Inability to com- 
pare Things of fo intricate a Nature impartially 
‘together, which they are not knowing enough to 
do, and often Times not willing enough, — For 
they fcel the Inconveniences of the Government 
they are under ; their Senfes tell them that, and 
their Reafon is not a Balance for their Senfes; 
they are not able to fee how much they are im- 
poled on, the Form recommended to them being 
in Theory all Perfection, But all Men of Senfe 
know the Difference there is between Theory 
and Praétice ;, Experience tells them, that many 
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Things, which made a fine Appearance while in 
Speculation only, and as yet untried, prove quite 
other Things when reduced to Prattice, and an 
Experiment is made Ol ticnys ete etheyeare 
fometimes found to be chimerical and impracti- 
cable, and always attended with Difficulties and 
Imperfections which were not forefeen, 

But befides the Imperfetions that neceffarily at- 
tend all Forms of Government, and which are 
felt by thofe only who are the Subjects of them, 
all Governments are found to be imperfect more 
or lefs, from the Imperfeétions of thofe by whom 
they are adminiftred, and the many Difficulties all 
Adminiftrations are attended with ; fo that there 
hardly ever wasa Time when Men, difpofed to 
find Fault, could not furnifh out a Catalogue of 
Grievances, Men of this Complexion have fhewn 
themfelves fo dextrous, that they can at any Time 
take cither Side of any Queftion, from which they 
are never reftrained by any Regard to Modefty or 
Truth, and harangue plaufibly enough to inflame 
an unthinking Multitude. We have feen for Years 
together fo much of this ill Spirit, by which con- 
trary Mealures, fo long as they were oppofite ta 
thofe taken by the Government, have been warm- 
ly efpoufed and plaufibly recommended to the 
People, that I need not fay more to explain the 
Artifices of Men given to Change, and to fhew 
how ealy it is to find Fault, and to draw the Mul- 
titude by fpecious Arguments into a Diflike of 
any Thing. ‘The Men of this Turn are the Petts 
of all Governments, and the Misfortune is, | that 
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336 A Sermon preached before the 
Conftitution of them are the mildeft, and the moft 
indulgent to the Subject; that is, where they can 
take thefe Liberties with Jeaft Hazard to them- 
felves. 

But if all Governments, in their very Forms, 
and in the ordinary Adminiftration of them, are 
Niable to the Infulcs and Clamours of fuch Mean, 
and unavoidably furnifh Matter for them, what 
Mifchief may not be apprehended from them in 
diftemper’d Times, when the People are pres 
pared to their Hand to receive the worft Impref- 
fions, in an Agitation and Ferment from what. 
ever Caufe, and ready to take Fire upon the firlt 
Occafion ? Then ferious and good Men have the 
greateft Reafon to be upon their Guard, and to 
preferve both themiclves and others, as far as they 
can, from the Contagion of Men who are watch- 
ing for a Change, and lie in wait to deceive, and 
to feduce the People from the Obedience which 
both Reafon and Religion have taught them is due 
to the Higher Powers, and, by the ftrongeft Tics, 
have bound on them 3 fince there 1s no knowing 
where to ftop, or what ixtravagancies they may 
not be gradually worked up to, in following the 
Seductions of fuch Guides, who will never be 
guiet till they have carried ‘Uhings to Extremity, 
and fubverted the Conftitution, which at firft per- 
haps they pretended to be zealous Friends to, and 
wanted only to rectify what was a Deviation from 
it, and to reflore it to its true and original Per- 
fection, For it may be oblerved of thefe Men 
that are given to Change, with refpeét borh to Re- 
Nigion and Government, that in’ their firft At- 

tempts 
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tempts to make Converts, they ufually conceal, 
with the utmoft Caution, their true Intentions, and 
pretend much Piety and Loyalty, great Concern 
for the Eftablifhed Religion and Government ;.and 
intend nothing, if you will believe them, but the 
true Service of God and the King: They find 
Fault only with ill Minifters in Church or State; 
oppofe nothing but Male-Adminiftration in them 5 
and to prevent that is the beft Service that can be 
done to either, Thus they begin, but it is not 
here they mean to end; they cenfure this and that 
and vother, afd a fourth and fifth and fixth Thing, 
and fo on, till nothing at Jaft is left; the wholé 
Conttitution, with refpect both to Religion and 
Government, is demolifhed under Prctences of 
amending only and reforming Abuifcs crept into 
them. ; 

The Truth of this is fadly vetified in the Hiftory 
of thofe ill Times, which gave Occafion to the 
mournful Solemnity of this Day, on which we are 
affembled to humble ourfelves before God for the 
crying Sins of our Fore-Fathers, which brought 
fo much Diftrefs upon this Nation, and ended in 
the moft flagrant Crime a Nation could be guilty 
of ; a Crime which cannot be fotgot, and which 
yet we cannot remember, though at the Diftance 
of fo many Years, without Shame and great Con- 
fafion. For if Murder in general, the Murder of 
a fingle private Man, is fo odious in the Sight of 
God, as we are fure it is, much more deteftable 
in his Sight is the Murder of VPerlons of publick 
Character ; much more will he require the Blood 
of Kings of the Land, where iris unjultly fhed ; 

Vop. I. x inee 
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fince thefe are complicated Crimes, and their Peo- 
ple are in fome Sort murdered in them. But 
much more odious {till muft this Crime be in the 
Sight of God, when, in Violation of all Laws, 
Human and Divine, it is committed under all the 
Forms and Solemnities of Publick Juftice, as a 
Service acceptable to God, and for the Prefervation 
or Advancement of his Honour. But fuch was 
the Crime we this Day lament, on which not only 
Innocent but Royal Blood was fpilt by the villain- 
ous Hands of his own Subjects, with all the folemn 
Forms of a legal Tryal, and under Pretence of 
Zeal for God, and for preferving the Liberties 
and Properties of the People; but in Truth to the 
Deftruction of all their ancient and legal Rights, 
and to the high Difhonour of the Holy One. The 
whole Conftitution both of Church and State, of 
which the King was Head, was, by the fame fatal 
Blow, deftroyed with him, 
I fhall not enter into a Hiftory of thofe un- 
happy Times, or trace out the feveral Steps of 
thofe Tranfactions, which, after a long Rebellion, 
were at laft brought to fo infamous an End, 1 
will not fay there had been no Occafions given on 
the Part of the Court for Jealoufies and Fears, or 
that there was not fuflicient Reafon for Oppofition 
~in a Parhamentary Way to the then Meafures ; 
but I think, in Juflice to the King, it may be 
truly faid, there was no Neceffity for fomenting 
tholé popular Tumults the Troubles began with, 
much lefs for having Recourfe to Arms, and in- 
volving the Nation in all the Calamities of a Civil 
War, and Icatt of all for carrying Things to fuch 
an 
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an Extremity, as to take away the Kine’s Life 3 
which mult always, and always will be looked on 
by all indifferent Perfons, by all the Nations round 
about us, as a moft infamous and execrable 

Action. 
~ Whatever wrong Meafures had been taken, 
Which might endanger the Liberties of thé Sub- 
jeCt, (though what was moft offenfive of this 
Kind was done by the Advice of his’ Council, 
with the Concurrence of all his Judges, Jadges in 
general of good Chara&er, and well efteemed in 
their Profeflion) the King not. only: fhewed the 
greate(t Difpofition to give his People all poffible 
Satisfaction by tke mott folemn Declarations, that 
he would govern by the known Laws of the Land, 
and maintain the jus Kigbts and Privileges of Par- 
fiaments 5 but gave the greateft Proof of his being 
fo difpofed, by giving the Royal Affent to Bills of 
the greateft Importance to the Crown, as faft as 
they could be prepared for it. He gave up en- 
tirely thofe Branches of the Prerogative, which 
were’ moft lable to be made an arbitrary Ufe 
of 3 and dented nothing that could be asked, not 
only to fecure the Liberties and Rights of the Sub- 
ject, but to allay even the mof unreafonable 
Fears, could any Thing have done it, Icfs than gi- 
ving up every Thing that belonged to the Crown, 
which could make him a King more than in 
Name. In fhort, he made fo many and fuch great 
Conceffions, that nothing more could, by Men in 
any Temper, be thought neceffary to remove all 
Jealoufies, and reftoré a good Harmony between 
him and his People; at leatt they bad no Reafon 
ioe to 
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to fear, that a Prince who had yielded fuch great 
Points, would ftick at fmaller Things, or refufe 
any Thing really wanted to give entire Satis- 
faction. But the Diftempers of the Times were 
fuch, Men’s PaMfions were fo inflamed, artful 
and defigning Men had worked up the Fears 
and Jealoufies of the People to that Height, 
that nothing would fatisfy bur an A& em- 
powering the Parliament to fit as long as they 
fhould judge it neceffary : And even this for 
Peace Sake, and to prevent the Mifchiefs that were 
but too juttly apprehended from the Ferment the 
Nation was then in, the good King confented to; 
by which, in Effect, he unkinged himfelf, which 
it was then feared by his Friends would be the 
Confequence, and thofe Fears the Event con- 
firmed, ay 
~ This was fuch a Conceffion as no King would 
have made, who was not mott fincerely difpofed 
to do every Thing that was reafonable to quict 
the publick Diconen and willing to hope 
others, after his Example, would be as ieee on 
their Part, and be in fome Meafure true to the 
many Profeffions they had made of their Loyalty, 
and good Affection to his Perfon and Govern- 
ment. But how hittle Sincerity there was in thofe 
ProfeMfions, all that followed is too fad a Proof. . 

What gives this Condefcenfion of the King’s 
all the Weight that can be, as an Argument of his 
Sincerity, is, that as it was in itfelf the greateft 


Proof he could give, fo it was done at the Begin-° 


ning of the Troubles, and before his Affairs can 
‘be faid to have put him under a Neceffity of do- 
ing 
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ing it, And after his Parliament had made fo ilf 
an Ufe of this great Power, as to involve the Na- 
tion in a War, they might at any Time have 
put an End to it upon the moft advantageous 
Terms, if fome had not been too much heated to 
hearken to any Accommodation; others, con{ci- 
ous they had offended too much to be forg'ven ; 
and laftly, others determined to be fatisfied with 
nothing lefs than a total Change of the ancient 
Conftitution, and the Introduction of a Common- 
Wealth. For the King, in the Times of his great- 
eft Succefs, was always willing to put an End to 
the Effufion of Blood by a Treaty, and to make 


fuch Conceffions as were below the Majefty of a- 


King, and which nothing could juftify, but the 
Concern he had for the publick Peace and Wel- 
fare, to which he was always ready to facrifice his 
own moft valuable Rights. Nay, at lait, to put 
an End to the Cnc rir ons and Calamities the Na- 
tion had fo long groaned under, he confented to 
fuch Terms as the Parliament itfelf voted to be 
good Grounds for a fafe and lafting Peace; that Par- 
liament, which, by their unreafonable Demands, 
had made all former Treaties ineffectual, and had 
carried Things to that Extremity, as to make it 
Treafon for any one fo make any farther Application 
to bis Majefty as King, Bat their Servants were 
then become their Mafters, and thofe who were at 
the Head of. their Armies were refolved upon a 
Change of Government. This was the Reafon, 
that Treaty had not its defired Effect 5 not that 
the King was not fincere, or did not yield enough ; 
pu becaufe thofe, who had the Sword in their 
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eee had taken their Refolution, and would 

t, by any Confiderations of Honour or Jul 
pee be diverud from it. The King muft be 
put to Death, that “is, in their eee have 
TFuftice done upon him; But before they could de- 
{troy him, they were forced to deftroy the very 
Parliament that gave them the Powers they acted 
by; they fecluded by open Violence the major 
Part of the Members, and Icft no Shadow of a 
Parliament but in the Remnant of Forty Six, who 
had diffented from the reft in the great Vote of 
the King’s Conceffions being good Grounds for a 
Peace, Svaieqr ane monftrous Step they could 
not compafs their infamous Defign againft the 
King’s Life ; which he fo litile sleaghe even thofe 
Men capable of, notw ithftanding the many In- 
dignitics put upon him, that he refufed the moft 
probable Methods of Efcape, which, during his 
Confinement, had been propofed to him. Which 
was another plain Argument of his own Sincerity 
and Greatnefs of Mind both 5 he was refolved to 
keep the Word he had given, and would hope 
his Enemies had too much Honour to break 
theirs, who had given repeated Affurances, in the 
Face of -all the World, of the Safety of his Per- 
fon. 

Laftly, To mention no other Proofs of his Sin- 
cerity and good Intentions to his People, his Tryal, 
and Death were undergone with that Cdriftian 
Meeknefs, Patience, Refignation and Fortitude, as 
are inimitable by any one who is not thoroughly 
convinced of the Righteoufhefs of his Caufe, and 
the Uprightnefs of his Heart; who takes not God, 

for 
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for his Help, and puts his Confidence in him, 
Such was his Behaviour and Conftancy in this laft 
black Scene, that he did nothing unbecoming a 
good King, nothing below a great one. 

Such was the King they murdered; nor were 
his Adherents unworthy the greateft Prince or the 
beft Caufe. They were not only the Attendants 
of his Court, or fuch as had a Dependence on 
him; who either had received or expected Favours 
from him ; they were not mercenary Creatures, 
who could eafily be bribed to betray their Coun- 
try, or could hope to raife themfelves upon the 
Ruins of it, or would give up the Conftitution and 
the Laws to the Will and Pleafure of an abfolute 
Prince; they were no Friends to Popery or arbi- 
trary Power; they were the Nobility and chief 
Gentry of the Nation: Thefe were the King’s 
Friends, who adhered to him in all his Diftreffes ; 
thefe commanded his Armies, or rather compofed 
them, and ferved as private Men in their Perfons, 
while they fupported him with their Fortunes, 
And many of them fealed with their Blood the 
Juftice of his Caufe, not only in the Field, but by 
fuffering fhameful and ignominious Deaths by the 
Sentence of mercilefs and cruel Men, who de- 
lighted in Blood ; the nobler it was, the fweeter 
the Revenge ; till at laft they embrewed their 
Hands in that of their King. 

Thefe were fuch Adherents, as carry with them 
the greateft Weight in Proof of the Goodneds 
of the Caufe they efpoufed. They could have no 
Intereft feparate from that of their Country; 
they had themfelves the greateft Share of Proper- 
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ty, and confequently the ftrongeft Inducement to 
keep from their Necks the heavy Yoke of arbi- 
trary Power, to which in every Country the Nobi- 
lity are the firft Sacrifice. As they had the great, 
eft Eftates to preferve to themfelves and their 
Pofterity, fo it may be prefumed they had the beft 
Education, and underftood the Conftitution, the 
Laws of their Country, and the Rights bath of 
Prince and People, better than the lower Part of 
the Nation, much better than the Populace can 
be fuppofed to do, or the factiaus Leaders at the 
Head of them. The Nobility and principal Gen. 
try of a Nation are certainly the fitteft Judges 
of its true Interefls, and the beft Confervers of its 
Liberties; and nothing but a turbulent and fac. 
tious Spirit can tempt Men to raife Jealoufies and 
Fears againft a Government, under which they 
are eafy; or to have Recourfe to Arms, when they 
do not think fuch violent Methods neceflary. The 
Body of the People may be fure their Religion 
and Properties are both fafe, when thofe who are 
Perfons of the greateft Honour, and have moft to 
lofe, and are beft able to judge of publick Affairs, 
are on the Prince’s Side. But this was the King’s 
Cafe lovg before his Affairs were grown defperate ; 
from whence we may certainly conclude, he was 
far from deferving thofe black and odious Charac- 
ters with which his Enemies have loaded him. 

I might iluttrate and confirm what has been 
faid in Vindication of the King, by giving you a 
View of thofe who were the moft violent againft 
him; but I have no Inclination to enter into fo 
difagreeable a Subject ; that Generation is long 
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fince paffed, and the great Actors in that wicked 
Scene are gone to anfwer for themfelves at the 
Tribunal of the moft High God. I fhall only 
fay, that befides thofe factious and feditious Spirits, 
who took Occafion from thofe Troubles to throw 
Things into all the Confufion they could to 
ferve their own vile Ends, there were many full 
of vifionary Schemes of a perfect Government, and 
poflcffed with Republican Notions to a Degree of 
Enthufiafm. Thefe Men were refolved ona 
Change of Government at any Rate, and, in or- 
der to it, to deftroy the King. This was well 
known in thofe Times, and 1s delivered down to us 
in their own Books, which makes the Truth of it 
undeniable. They confefs they were not fo much 
again{t the Monarch as the Monarchy ; it was not 
againft Charles they had fought, but the King ; 
and that if they mutt have a King, they might 
as well have kept him they had. This was 
the Senfe not only of many, but of the Chief 
of them: Others indeed were far enough from 
fuch Principles; they difliked nothing in kingly 
Power, but that it was not in their own Hands ; 
and meant nothing by putting the King and _ his 
| Friends out, but to thruft themfelves in. This 
was the Cafe of the infolent U/urper, who, after all 
his pretended Zeal for Liberty, was not content 
with the Power of a King, unlefs he had the Name 
too; and never could forgive his moft intimate 
Affociates, becaufe they would not come into it, 
But both Sorts of Men fhewed fuficiently how un- 
fit they were to oppofe a King for aiming at an 
arbitrary Government ; never Men practifed them- 
felves, what they pretended to condemn in him, 
in 
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in fo barefaced and impudent a Manner. There 
was fo much Injuftice, Violence and Oppreffion ; 
fo much Arbitrarinefs and Cruelty in their Pro- 
ceedings, accompanied with the vileft Hypocrify 
and Falfhood, as is not to be parallel’d in Hifto. 
ry among any Sctt of Men pretending to Juttice 
and Equity, and to preferve Liberty and Proper. 
ty, together with Picty and pure Religon. Their 
Tahumanity in War, their illegal Proceedings upon 
Tryals, their Voting down the Houfe of Lords, 
their Secluding and turning out great Numbers of 
the Commons, their garbling the Army, their 
Breach of Faith to the King fo often given, and 
their infamous Proftitution of Religion to cover 
all thefe Iniquities, are fuch Evidences of the 
Spirit they acted with, as plainly fhew it was not 
the Caufe of God they were engaged in, or that 
an il Caufe they were againft. 

I need not fay. atfer this, that thofe who were 
fuch Enemies to the State were no Friends to the 
Church. The Church was always true to the 
King, and they had littl Hopes of fucceeding in 
their Defigns againft him, as long as that ftood, 
and therefore their main Strength was in the firft 
Place levelled againft that Part of the Conttituti- 
on. And had not the King been refolute in the 
Defence of it, through a hearty Concern for the 
Honour of God, and the Prefervation of true Re- 
ligion, as well as through a prudent Forefight of 
what was meant by the furious Zeal that appear- 
ed againft it, he might have had a Peace, a dif 
honourable and infecure one, when he would. 
Would he have facrificed his Confcience to his 

prefent 
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prefent Intereft and Neceffities, and been willing 
his Throne fhould have ftood on the Ruins of 
the Church, his Murderers would have been 
content, for fome Time at leaft, to have held 
their Hands, and to have deftroyed the Monarchy 
by flower Degrees ; but deitroyed, fooner or later 
it would have been, had the Principles of thefe 
Men prevailed; and fo it always will be. Our 
Government is fo conftituted, that the Ruin of one 
Part will moft certainly draw that of the other 
after it. The great Faule of the King was, thac 
he loved the Church; and the Church muft be 
ruined, becaufe it will not defert the King. 

The Pretence indeed was pure Religion and 
a farther Reformation ; Prelacy and Popery were 
rung in the Ears of the People without ceafing, 
till they were worked up to an incredible De- 
eree of Infatuation and Enthufiafm, for which 
they were not a little difpofed by the Ferment | 
that had been long working. ‘The indifcreet Zeal 
of the Friends of the Church, and the Severity 
with which they preffed a Compliance in Things 
indifferent, or of {mall Confequence, upon Perfons 
of different Perfuafions, whofe Averfion to a 
Compliance increafed in Proportion to the Zeal 
with which it was prefled, prepared the Fuel for 
that unhappy Fire which then broke out with fo 
much Fury. The warm Heads of the lower Peo- 
ple were full of Reformation; they thought every 
Injunction in Church Matters an Infringement of 
Chriftian Liberty; they could bear nothing that 
had any Refemblance to what was practifed in the 
Church of Rome, every Thing they did not like 
was Popery, and Popery was Autichriff, and that 
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fan&tified all the Vows that could be made for its 
Deftruction ; it was the Caufe of God. And cun- 
ning Men knew how to make their Advantage of 
this Madnefs of the Populace, to effet the Sub- 
verfion of an Eftablifhment, which they knew the 
Crown would always find true to it, and zealous in 
its Defence; which made it neceflary for them to 
deftroy it, fince, while this Obftacle was in their 
Way, they could not eafily deftroy the King. 

They fucceeded in both thefe Attempts; but 
foon found they had little Reafon to rejoice in 
their Succefs. As their Crime in putting the King 
to Death was without Example, fo were the horri- 
ble Confufions, which both in the Nature of 
Things, and by the juft Judement of God fol. 
lowed upon it in a Courfe of many Years, till the 
Government and Church they had dettroyed were, 
by a wonderful Providence, both reftored. This 
makes it highly reafonable we fhould, in the moft 
folemn Manner, exprefs our Deteftation and Ab- 
horrence of fo execrable an Action, and deprecate 
the Divine Vengeance, that God would not vifit 
upon us this great Iniquity of our Forefathers, and 
thofe other National Sins which provoked God to 
give them up to fuch ftrong Delufions. 

But it will be faid) What is this to us ? Why 
fhould we obferve a Day of Fafting and Humilia- 
tion fora Fact committed above Fourfcore Years 
ago, and which nobody now alive could poflibly 
be any Way concerned in? I anfwer, That the 
Judgments of God for great Sins may hang over 
a Nation for many Gencrations; and therefore it 
may be ftill our Concern to deprecate the Wrath 
ef God for fo heinous a Pollution of the Land. 

But 
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But there are other Reafons for fuch Commemora- 
tions; Men may be guilty now as truly as their 
Forefathers were then; they may confent ex poft 
fatto, and approve a Crime when it is done, and 
by that Means make themfelves as guilty in the 
Sight of God, as if themfelves had had a Hand in 
it, or had actually been confenting to it. Bar fur- 
ther, fuch Solemnities are of great Ufe to keep up 
by this Means a Senfe of Duty to God and the 
King, and to.excite in the People a juft Abhor- 
rence of fuch great and flagrant Sins.. And I with 
I could not fay, there is in the prefent Age but too 
much Caufe to think this neceflary; for though 
the Men are gone who perpetrated this horrid 
Fact, the Spiric ftill remains. We fee. all Places 
filled with loofe Books which tend to nothing but 
to deftroy all Principles, and fet Men free from 
allGoverment; and thofe who cannot write, yet 
think their Tongues their own, and take an un- 
bounded Liberty in {peaking Evil of thofe whom 
God has fet over them, Republican Principles are 
as induftrioufly propagated now as they were then, 
though perhaps more covertly, and to the fame 
Ends : It is to introduce a Change of Govern- 
ment, and in order to that to weaken it, by weak- 
ening firft the Influences of Religion, and intro- 
ducing Infidelity ; which Attempts come chiefly 
from the Rupublican ee now, as they did 


then *, 
/ Thefe 


* Many of the Republicans began to profefs Deifm ; and al- 


melt all of them were for deflroying all Clergymen, and for 
breaking 
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Thefe were the Beginnings of the late Troubles, 
which ended in the Ruin both of Church and 
State; and a juft Fear left the fame evil Seeds 
fhould grow up to the fame prodigious Wicked: 
nefs, and effect again the fame Mifchiefs, abun- 
dantly juftifies the Conduct of our Governors in 
caufing this Day to be ftill duly and folemnly ob- 
ferved, 

It is not indeed fo eafy now for the Diaffeéted 
to play over the fame Game with the fame Sue- 
cefs. The Monarchy is now fo limited and bound- 
ed by Laws, that it is not in the Power, ‘no more 
than it is in the Will, of the Prince now upon 
the Throne, ‘to’ give the fame Provocations that 
were given then’; by which the Crown, however 
weakened in Appearance, is in Reality more firm- 
ly eftablifhed ; and thofe who are given to Change, 
cannot have the fame Opportunities to create Jea: 
Joufies and Mifunderftandings now as they had be- 
fore. Nor have the Enemies of our Church the 
fame Pretences for raifing Clamours againft it, as 
they had in thofe unhappy Days: They have’ not 
indeed now the fame Matter to work upon s that 
wild Spirit of Enthufiafm is long fince laid, and it 
‘is not, Lam perfuaded, in the Power of Man to 
raife the fame again ; and confequently there is 
not the fame Scope for Hypocrily and a pretended 


‘breaking every Thing that looked like the Union of a Na. 
tional Church. ‘They were for pulling down the Churches, for 
difcharging the Tithes, and for leaving Religion free, as they 
called it, without either Encouragement or Reflraint. Bur- 
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4 Zeal for a more pure Religion, to exert itfelf with 
| the like Hopes of Succefs. But if there were, 
thofe Handles for Clamour are now removed ; the 
unhappy Difputes about fome Church-Matters of 
little Moment, which were then carried fo hich 
en one Side, and were fo warmly oppofed on the 
other, difturb not the prefent Times; and the In- 
dulgence granted by Law to Scrupulous Confci- 
ences has taken away all vexatious Profecutions for 
Nonconformity, and no Room is left to complain 
of Perfecution. So that, were we to judge of the 
Safety of our Religion and Government from the 
Want of Handles given to difturb them, we 
fhould be in no Apprehenfion of Danger to either 

from what turbulent and factious Men can do. 
And yet fuch Men we daily fee inceffantly at 
Work ; they take Handles where none are given, 
and the -Nation never was fo pefter’d with Libels 
againft both the Eftablifhed Religion and Eftabs 
Iifhed Government, as it is at prefent; which, 
where it will end, I dread to think. Whatever 
Good fome Men may think there is in this Licen- 
tioufnefs, fure Iam there is great Evil in it; and 
fo have all Governments, and the freeft States, 
ever. thought in all Times, It is what, in my Ap- 
prehenfion, no Government, be it ever fo wifcly 
conftituted, or ever fo well adminiftred, can long 
fubfift under. Every Government, in a certain 
Number of Years, is, by one Incident or other, 
diftreffed in its Affairs : When fuch a Juncture 
finds a People greatly divided among themf{clves, 
and alienated in their Affections by perpetual Li- 
bels from one another, and from their Governors 5 
what 
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what can that Government do in its own Defence; 
or the Defence of the Nation, againft a Foreign 
Enemy, much more againft a Pretender to the 
Crown, when its trueft Strength is gone, the Affec- 
tions of the People, and a hearty Union among 
themfelves? For we cannot but obferve, that un- 
der a Republican Spirit there lurks one very dif- 
ferent. The Men, who are fo loud for Liberty 
upon the Republican Scheme, are joined by a Party 
of Men who mean nothing lefs than what in Ap- 
pearance they are fo zealous for. They act by 
Direction from another Quarter, and to ferve ans 
other Caufe; it is for that they endeavour to wea- 
ken the King at home, and to expofe him abroad; 
it is to bring ina Power ‘deftructive of the Reli- 
gion and Liberty. of, their Country, that they 
efpoufe fo warmly the Caufe of Liberty, and join 
with Men of quite different Principles : Which 
makes it more than ordinarily neceffary in thefe 
Times, for the Friends of the Government to be 
vigilant, and take Care that they be not deluded 
into a Security that may prove fatal to them. 
I wifh thofe whom it more properly concerns; 
would Jay this to Heart, and provide fome Re- 
medy for fo great an Evil before it be too late. 

In the mean Time, let all who are well affected 
to our Conflitution in Church and State, and who 
have a juft Abhorrence of the impious Murder we 
are this Day aflembled to lament, declare openly 
their own Innocence, and that they no Way ap- 
prove the Principles or Practices that led to it. Let 
us have no Communication with thofe that are 
given to Change, and would draw us off from our 
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Houfe of Lords, Fan. 31, 173%. 353 
Duty to God and the King. Since the Irreligion 
of thefe Times is owing to the Hypocrify of thofe, 
and the fame factious Spirie is {till alive, and not 
only alive but very active, let us be very careful to 
be upon our Guard againft it. Let us confider 


well, before we begin to give into Meafures sits 


the Government, aka it is moft probable they 
will end: Let us remember the late Troubles were 
begun, and all along carried on, by Men who had 
bound themfelves in the moft folemn Manner to 
defend the King’s Perfon and Authority; that the 
World might bear Witne/s with their Confciences of 
their Loyalty, and: that they had no Thoughts or In- 
tention to diminifh bis juft Power and Greatnefs. 

This was the Language of the Covenant; in 
which, among other Things, they engaged for the 
Honour and Happinefs of the King’s Majesty and bis 
Pofterity. And at laft, when he was delivered in- 
to their Flands by thofe to whofe Faith he had un- 
happily trufted himfelf, the ftrongeft Affurances 
were given for the Safety of his Perfon, Let us 
remember this, and tr what thefe Affurances and 
Engagements ended : Let us remember, that, 
notwith{tanding, all our high Notions of Liberty, 
we are the Servants of God, and the Subjects of 
the King; and that will teach us what Behaviour 
and Demeanour towards both beft becomes us. 
Let us be ferious and conftant in the Duties 
prefcribed by the excellent Religion we profels 5 
and readily and chearfully pay that Obedience to 
the King, which both our Religion and our Laws 
require of us. Let us preferve inviolably a due 
Reverence to his facred Perfon, and yield a wil- 
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354. 4 Sermon preached before, &c. 
ling Submiffion to his Government, and do every 
Thing in our Power to make him as happy in his 
Subjects, as his Subjects are in him; who has no 
Intereft feparate from that of his People, no Views 
but to promote their Welfare, no Glory but in 
their Profperity. That he may long reign in the 
Hearts of an obedient People, and that the Hap- 
pinefs, we enjoy under his Government, may be 
continued to our lateft Pofterity by a Succeffion of 
wife and virtuous Princes defcended from him, 
‘and ruling by his Example over faithful and good 
Subjects, GOD of his infinite Mercy grant, through 
Fefus Chrift our Lord, To whom, &c. 
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DEFENCE 


Onn dace 


Bifhop of CHICHESTER’s Sermon upon 


King Cuarves’s {Marta In An- 
fwer to Mr. P. C’s Letter. 


<a y/f HKLAVE confidered your Re- 
y marks upon the Bifhop of Chi- 
(i 6 chefter’s late Sermon, which, if 
es % TI could think to be jutt, Thoold 
Awe be as much difpleafed with it as 
q FEDS i) you feem to be, having always 
eee eS” been a Friend to the Caufe of 
Liberty, to the prefent happy Eftablifhment, and 
to the glorious Revolution on which it is founded. 
But I profefs to you, upon the moft careful Per- 
ufal of the Sermon, I cannot fee in it any one of 
the Things you fancy you do. Your Charges ap- 
pear to me to be all grofs Mifreprefentations, 
without juft Grounds for any of them, and fup- 
ported either by no Quotations, or by unfair and 
falfe ones : A Fault which I prefume you would 
not have allowed yourfelf in, if the Defign of your 
Letter had not made it neceflary. 
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You tell us, P.7, that there is in the Sermon 
not only the High-Church Spirit ftrong, but a com- 
plete Syftem of Slavery laid down, with only now and 
then a little Colouring, A very heavy Charge ! but 
which I take the Bifhop to be as free from as any 
Man in £ngland; his Sentiments and Conduit, 
with refpect to the Conftitution in all Parts of it, 
having been always, and under all Adminiftra- 
tions invariably the fame; he was ever a zealous 
Affertor both of our Civil and Religious Liberties, 
and of all the Rights fecured to us by the Revo. 
lution ; ever an Enemy to all Notions inconfittent 
with them, and to all Meafures that he thought 
endanger’d them. This, I think, has appeared 
on too many Occafions, to need any Proofs. But 
he thinks Truth, as well as Virtue, lies in the Mid- 
dle between Extremes : He diftinguifhes between 
Liberty and Licentioufnefs, and thinks nothing fo 
‘dangerous to Liberty, as the Abufe of it: He 
diftinguifhes between Toleration, (or a legal Indul- 
gence to tender Confciences) and an Indifference 
about Religion ; fince this laft, in his Opinion, 
tends to deftroy all Religion ; whereas the other 
is not only juft, but neceflary for its Prefervation; 
He diftinguifhes between a modeft decent Liberty, 
taken by virtuous and ferious Men, in their En- 
quiries after Truth, in Matters of Religion, and 
that wild, extravagant, outrageous Freedom, that 
is daily taken, and daily defended, of turning all 
Things facred into Contempt and Ridicule ; which 
he apprehends is the greateft Mifchief that can be 
done to Men, confidered either by themfelves, or 
as united in Society. Laftly, with refpect to Go. 
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foregoing Sermon. 357 
vernment, he thinks there is a wide Difference 
between Slavery and fuch a Spirit of Liberty as 
makes Men impatient under all Authority : a Spi- 
rit that makes Men reftlefs, turbulent and factious, 
and that never can be fatisfied, tll a Rega? Govern- 
ment, though fo well conftituted as that of this 
Nation is, is turned into a Repudblick, He thinks 
the Prefervation of the Government depends upon 
keeping up the Balance between the feveral Parts 
of the Legiflature; and that all Attempts, to ren- 
der the Regal Power contemptible or odious to the 
People, are wicked and pernicious ; and that all, 
who promote or favour fuch Defigns under a pre- 
tended Zeal for Liberty, and perhaps for the King 
too, are Enemies to their Country, and ought, by 
all ferious and fober Men, to be fo efteemed. 
Thefe I know to be the Bifhop’s Sentiments. 

This is the Man you charge with laying down 
a complete Syftem of Slavery, with only now and 
then a “ttle Colouring. Which laft Words are a 
Sort of Confeffion, that’ this Charge cannot be 
clearly fupported by‘any Paflages of the Sermon ; 
what you call the Colouring mutt firft be taken 
away, that is, they muft be mifreprefented, But 
let us fee how this Charge is pretended to be made 
out. 

“ The firft Pofition you are ftartled at, and 
“ which you find very often repeated, is, That it 
“is a Breach of our Duty and Allegiance, to at- 
“ tempt or defire any Change either in Church or 
* Stare.’ This you declaim upon for four Pages, 
and tell us of an Attempt made in King Charles 
the Second’s Time, to get an Act to eftablith this 
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Doétrine by an Oath. And, p. 12. you think it 
** probable, the Bifhop had his Eye upon. this 
*« Bill in the whole Tenour of his Argument,” 
But do you really think the Bifhop ftupid enough 
to talk at this Rate ? Where is this faid in the Ser- 
mon? Is there any one Paffage quoted for it? 
No, not one. The whole Sermon is levelkd 
againft Men grven to Change, Men fond of Chang., 
fickle, fa€tious, unquict Spirits, that never know 
when they are well; tuch Men as the wifest of 
Men advifes in the Text not to meddle with; but 
not a Word againft Attempts to improve or mend 
the Conftitution, in a regular and legal Way, and 
by the eftablifhed Methods of the Legiflature. The 
Explaining, or Altering, or Abropaiing old Laws 
from Time to Time, or the Metine new ones, 
when it is thought neceffary, by a proper Autho- 
rity, isa very different Thing from the Alterations 
endeavoured by Men who deferve the Charaétcr of 
being given to Change, and the Methods by which 
they attempt to bring them about. But fuch Men 
no Governments are free from, and it is their Se- 
ductions the Bifhop cautions young Men againft. 
As to the Bi! you think it probable the Bithop 
had his Eye upon, [ think it much more probable 
he never once thought of it 5 1f he had, he would, 
I believe, have thrown in a few Words, to thew 
how far he was from any fuch Meaning, while he 
was expofing only the oppofite Extreme. . 

You cannot help taking Notice, p. £3. of one 
Affertion that has dropt from the Bifhop upon this 
Matter —— That wife and good Men will rather ac- 
quicfce under any Form of Government, than attempt 
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foregoing Sermon. 359 
to change it, becaufe of the Hazard that attends all 
Changes, and of the great Difficulty to determine 
which Form is really beft. This you give us as 
the Bifhop’s Senfe ; and, in Oppofition to it, tell 
us, ‘© That our Government is infinitely better 
“ than that of France; and that if it fhould ever 
“ be our Misfortune to have an arbitrary Form 
“ impofed upon us, you fhould believe it worth 
“ your while to attempt to change it, let the Ha- 
“ zard be what it would ;” and this, you fay, has 
always been the Sentiment of the wife and good 
Men in this Country. But what is this to the 
Bifhop ? Has he faid a Word about the Perfons 
in Power attempting to change the ancient Form 
of Government, and to impofe a manifeftly worfe 
upon the People ? Nothing like it: The Words 
quoted from him are quoted imperfeétly, and fet 
in a very falfe Light. ‘They are in the Sermon the 
Conclufion of a Paragraph, concerning the va- 
rious Forms of Government in the World, of 
which the three Principal, and from whence all 
others are derived, are Monarchy, Ariftocracy, and 
Democracy. Much, it is well known, may be 
faid for and againft each of thefe : But then the. 
Bifhop obferves, it is not fufficient, if a People 
had it in their Choice, to confider the feveral 
Forms of Government abftractedly, but that many 
other Confiderations muft be taken in to forma 
right Judgment ; fuch as, the Genius of the Peo- 
ple, the Extent of their Dominions, the Situation 
and Difpofitions of the Nations bordering upon 
them, For all thefe Reafons the Bifhop feems to 
think a Ceammonwealth-Government will not futt 
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England, and that the prefent Form of Govern. 
ment is the beft for ns. But the Aden given to 
Change always diflike what is prefent, and think 
fome other Form would be much better than that 
they live under ; though they are morally fure it 
cannot take Place without throwing Things into 
great Confufion : For it is not to be imagined 
that the Legiflative Power in any Country will 
chufe themfelves to change the eftablifhed Form 
of Government for another very different. If it 
be done, it muft ordinarily be done by Confpi- 
racies and Plots, by Rebellion and open Violence, 
which feldom fail to produce infinite Confufion, 
find from hence the Bifhop infers, that w/e and 
good Men, by a very different Conduct from that 
of Mev given to Change, would rather acquiefce in 
any Form, (thefe Words fuppofe it to be the re- 
ceived, fettled, eftablifbed Form) than attempt a 
Change at fo great a Hazard, for one that would 
be better: But what would certainly be fo, that is 
often hard to fay. This is what the Bifhop has 
faid. And what is there in this that 1s not agree- 
able to plain common Senfe ? What, that every 
Day’s Experience docs not juftify? Are all the 
various Forms of Government in Europe equally 
good ? Certainly not. You tell us, that of France 
js infinitely worfe than ours. Are there no wife 
and good Men in that Kingdom? If there are, 
how do they behave ? Do they acquiefce in that 
Form of Government, or do they not? It is plain 
they do. And why? Becaufe they think not them- 
felves at Liberty in point of Conlcience to do 
otherwife ; they have neither Law nor Gofpel for 
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it; it is the Form they were born under ; they 
are under the fame Ties all other People are in 
their refpective Countries, to defend it ; and if 
they were not, they fee they cannot attempt it 
without infinite Hazard to themfelves, and involv» 
ing their Country in Confufions they cannot fee an 
End of. And really, Sir, I cannot help thinking, 
if you lived under that Government, as much as 
you diflike it, you would be as tame as your 
Neighbours, and be as good a Frenchman as the 
beft of them; I mean as quieta one. For no 
Men in the World are quieter, at the Sight of 
Danger, than thofe who blufter moft, when they 
know before-hand they may do it fafely. If the 
wife and good Men of all Countries were, in all 
Countries, of the Spirit you declare for, the World 
would be one vaft Scene of Treafons, Confpira- 
cies, and Civil Wars. 

But to come a little nearer home: Suppofe you 
had lived in the Days of Queen Elizabeth : The 
Crown was then poffefled of many great Preroga- 
tives it is now divelted of, and fo continued till 
King Charles’s unhappy Reign. Would you, had 
you lived in that Queen’s Days, have attempted at 
any Hazard, be it what it would, to diveft the 
Crown of thofe Prerogatives, and reduce it within 
the Bounds it is at prefent? Forgive me, Sir, if I 
cannot believe you would 5 or if you would, I am 
perfuaded few w/e and good Men would have join- 
ed with you; and in that Cafe, your Attempt to 
change by defperate Methods, would very probab- 
ly have met with its Reward. 

However, 
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However, you go on, The falfe Senfe you have 
put on the B.fhop’s Words, gives you Occafion to 
fay, * That it isa great Difficulty and Difcourage. 
“* iment to you, When you attempt to defend the 
“« Clergy againft their Enemies, that they fo fre- 
“« quently engage on the Side of defpotick Power,” 
When you do attempt to defend the Clergy, I can 
eafily believe you find yourfelf under great Dif- 
ficulties 3 but it is impoffible they can arife from 
the Caufe affigned. Have you and your Friends 
forgot their Behaviour in King Fames’s Reign? 
Tell us who of them engages on the Side of defpo- 
tick Power now? Has the Bifhop done this ? 
Have any of his Order now alive ? Does not the 
Bishop, at the Beginning of his Sermon, fay, 
“ That to obey the King, and obferve his Com- 
<¢ mands, zz @ limited and legal Government, is to 
< obferve the Laws, and pay the King the Obedience 
“© required by them.” And a little after, “ To fear 
“© the King is to be pood Subjects to the Government 
<< we live under, and pay the legal Obedience due to 
<6 2? And towards the End of the Sermon, 
p. 350. does not the Bifhop feem well pleafed, that 
he can fay, “ It is not fo eafy now fov the Difaf- 
“ feted to play over the fame Game with the 
«“ fame Succefs, That the Monarchy now 1s fo 
«¢ Jimited and bounded by Laws, that it 1s not in 
« the Power, no more than it is in the Will, of 
“© the Prince now upon the Throne, to give the 
< fame, Provocations that were given then ;_ by 
“ which the Crown, however weakened in Ap- 
“ pearance, is in Reality more firmly eftablifhed.” 
Is this the Language of a Man engaging ey 
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Side of defpotick Power ? How can Gentlemen al- 
Jow themfelves in fuch Liberties ? to bring Charges 
fo groundlefs, and confequently fo unjuft? “ But 
“* this is the more unpardonable in the Bifbop, be- 
“ caufe he does it unfought for, and unthanked.? 
That 1s, it is unpardonable in the Bifhop to do, 
what it is certain he has not done. And _there- 
fore, in my humble Opinion, it is unpardonable 
in you to charge him with it: Since, as you fay, 
neither the King, nor his Minifters, defire any 
body to write or preach fot defpotick Power, I 
fhould from thence conclude, as well as from the 
Bifhop’s known Character, that he has not. en- 
gaged on the Side of any fuch Power. But there 
is no need of any fuch Inferences ; his own Words 
plainly fhew the Charge is falfe. If the Bifhop’s 
Words can agree to a de/potick Power, then de/po- 
tick and non-defpotick Power are the fame Thing ; 
no Words can make a Difference. 

You tell the Bifhop, p. 17. That you muft blame 
him ‘ for not diflinguifhing between thofe who 
“© were concerned in the Murder of King Charles, 
“ and the utter Subverfion of the Government 3 
“ and thofe who engaged themfelves at firlt ina 
“ Refiftence neceffary for its Prefervation.”” Now, 
in my Opinion, though the Bifhop differs with 
you in thinking the Refiftance neceffary, fince a 
Parliament was fitting, and the Grievances might 
have been remedied in a legal Way 3 and, in fact, 
moft of them were fo remedied; yet he does di- 
ftinguifh between the Men. He allows there was 
Occafion for Jealoufics and Fears 5 that there was 
fufficient Reason for Oppofition in a Parliamentary 
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Way to the then Meafures, He admits, that the 
Parliament would not have carried Things to that 
Extremity, as to take away the King’s Life 5 that 
it was done by thofe who had the Command in 
their Armies; who were forced to feclude, by 
open Violence, the major Part of the Members, 
before they could compafs their infamous Defign 
againft the King’s Life. So that you blame the Bi- 
fhop for not doing, what it is evident he has done; 
fuch is your Candour and Reverence for his Order, 
But the Bifhop obferves, and I think very juftly, 
from what then happened, that we /hould, before 
we begin to give into Meafures again the Govern. 
ment, confider well, where it is moft probable tbey 
will end. The Cafe of King Fames II. was very 
different from this; for befides that he affumed a 
difpenfing Power of fetting the Laws afide, which 
could end in nothing but a total Subverfion of the 
Conftitution, and the Deftruction of the Eftablith- 
ed Church and the Proteftant Religion ; there was 
then no Parliament in Being, no legal Remedy to 
be had: What, after the King had withdrawn 
himfelf, and left bis People in a State of Anarchy, 
could be done most agreeably to Law, was done. Up- 
on the Advice of the Peers, and the Members of 
the three Jaft Parliaments, and fome of the chief 
Citizens, then in Town, Letters miffive were if- 
fued for a Convention of the States of the King- 
dom; that 1s, of the Nobility and Commoners 
chofen to reprefent the People. And what the 
Convention, after mature Deliberation, agreed up- 
on, the Nation readily acquiefced in, as the only 
Way to reftore the publick Tranquility, and pre- 
ferve 
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foregoing Sermon. Bo5 
ferve their legal Rights and Liberties that had been 
| fo openly invaded. 

You tell the Bifhop, p. 19. That you muft take 
the Liberty to obferve, ‘* that you believe nobody 
“ but he has had the Courage, in the prefent Age, 
“ to infift upon the good Charaéer of thofe Men, 


| | « by whole Advice the King attempted thofe il- 


«“ Jegal Aéts, which were the great Caufes of all 
“ the Mifchiefs that enfued : That, in good Po- 
«“ Jicy, the Bifhop fhould have blackened their 
« Reputations as much as poffible, Gc.” But this 
is Policy the Bifhop cannot approve 5 he thinks it 
would be very wicked to blacken fome Men un- 
juftly, to skreen others, But why do not you give 
us the Bifhop’s Words, which are thefe. ‘ What 
« was done mott offenfive of this kind, was done 
“ by the Advice of his Council, with the Concur- 
“ rence of all his Judges; Fudges in general of 
“© good Charatter, and well efteemed in their Pro- 
“« feffion.? Has nobody in the prefent Age had 
“ the Courage to fay fo much ? What think you 
of this Paflage in a Sermon preached on the 
fame Occafion in 1697, before the Lords, by 
as honefta Man, and as good a Whig, as any 
now living ? 

‘© In the great Point he was believed to depart 
“ fartheft from the Law, it may be faid in Abate- 
«© ment of what he did himfelf, that he a¢ted by 
“ the Advice of his Council, and followed the 
© Refolution of all his Judges; Men not put into 
« Place to ferve a Turn, but of eminent Abill- 
“ ties in their Profeffion, and hardly, in other 
‘ Refpeéts, blameable for the Execution of their 
coe rit 
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Thus that worthy Prelate Bifhop Moore, whd 
did not allow himitelf to fpeak at random, but 
weighed well both his Matter and his Words be- 
fore he fpoke in publick. And in the fame Ser- 
mon you will find a much greater Panegyrick of 
King Charles, than in the Sermon you are fo much 
difpleafed with, I will add, for your Information, 
fome Paragraphs of it at the End of this Letter, 
that you may fee with how much Juftice you have 
treated the Bifhop; as if he had faid what the 
higheft Churchman never faid before, at leaft not 
in the prefent Age. To which I will add a Page 
out of Bithop Fleetwood, and another from Mr, 
Baxter, whom you will not, I dare fay, accufe of 
a High-Church, Spirit. 

You next beg Leave to take Notice of an In/- 
-nuation,in Page 344. of the Sermon, where the 
Bifhop, you fay, takes Occafion from many of the 
Nobility having joined with King Charles, to in- 
timate to us, * That the Body of the People are not 
<< in any Country proper udges, whether they are 
<¢ oppreffed or not.” This, you fay, the Bifhop 
intimates, and that it is an Jafinuation: Bat is not 
this a Confeflion, that the Bifhop has not in plain 
and direét Words faid fo? But -why not give us 
the Words themfelves, which need only to be fet 
before the Reader to defend themfelves, They are 
thele; 2; 344: | 

“ The Nobility and principal Gentry of a Na- 
“ tion are certainly the fitteft Judges of its true 
“© Intereits, and the beft Confervers of its Liber- 
‘© ties 3 and nothing but a turbulent and factious 

‘ Spirit 


- i 


ee P 
A A ED a MER Be — 


~~ 


sh lo wily = BSR 
odw awh qortt atabvT qinow sedt gem) Bo) 
ud yeobast is Aayl av lmid walla vor Bity 
+i cro W ed’ ie “toric? ed dtod ltew hedge. a , 
ee sma se ti ba .Aptkdog ni ode) od at Sy pe 
lo singgsac’l saterge dower « bar iliw wey nom 
dom o) vie roy nocape ss af wats shud gat - 
ronemeln! wnoy 1t ybhe Ibo T -chiw hsteslglile = 
soitzt sida lo hadt ona ge 8 tor edqurguiel smot ’ 
geal coy valts| dum wed dine sal yam wg teddy = 
oii tote DID bad of di ee 4 qed oni etern 
an fiesl 32 grated bidbtavne aarovlowdld fisted 9 
opr o bie tw 1 dsidtw oT 2g wile Stani 2 
<M mot tone ‘Bax Asounet quill Jo tg... 7 
fo Avan vyat seb Paaeadliw vag modw ype 


. aivig? ot x 
Sy n5 Yo soit0VE sales sensed ged tesa ne 


st to yasee enost noe rie ve wor, 
4 oo stew): gold date fonid| geived, 
jon ees Mesh vet Ve oll add oe ed wai. se 
sve gait tediodw aah cigs que que get” 

goihidl oe ek OY att “sen +0 bofergec a. 
yon-2i Soe ¢ aevewntgl og Bf 2) tedle fe seit we 
pinky rif tom endl qodhitl srt sedt eedtaig Dad - 


@ sy Jon dw io Fol Da eW Sits aK. 


13 tot yen been “chandler asvelsioredt oil. 


ste AT wovicined lnstsh on abawbad 


? 
» 


, x 7 
«aM « lo viinsd leqoang bas pilido A ne a a 
sim ati to egbol Revi ods ylotgtige som noe: 
edit ati lo ewrdindD fled adi & souk 
moet bas saoludiet & ed gestion baw, 

wuye s a - = 


i } . 


<> oe 
= 


> 


foregoing Sermon. 367 

Spirit can tempt Men to raife Jealoufies and 
“ Fears againft a Government under which they 
“ are eafy, or to have Recourfe to Arms, when 
“ they do not think fuch violent Methods necef- 
“ fary. The Body of the People .may be fure 
“ their Religion and Properties are both fafe, 
“when thofe who are Perfons of the. greatett 
Honour, and have moft to lofe, and are beft 
able to judge of publick Affuirs, are on the 
“© Prince’s Side.” This the Bifhop has faid; and 
I cannot but think there is Truth and Senfe in it, 
Not that I think the. People of lower Rank ill 
Judges, when they are. left to themfelves, and not 
poifoned and inflamed by the Artifices of feditious 
Demagogues, and pretended Patriots, But in Op- 
pofition to what you make the Bifhop fay, you 
talk of the Nobility and Bijbops in France; and 
think ‘* the People would have a Right to contend 
“* (that is, to take Arms) for their Liberties and 
“© Confciences, though all the great Men and Re- 
“© verend. Prelates, were on the Prince’s Side.” 
Would not any one think, from this Paffage, that 
the Bifhop in his Sermon laid great Strefs on the 
Bifhops being all on the Side of the King ? 
And yet, in Fact, nothing can be more falfe, 
The Bifhop fpeaks only of the Nobility and chief 
Gentry ; the Bifbops are never once named in the 
whole Sermon, not fo much as the Exclufion of 
them from the Houfe of Lords, They feem left 
out on purpofe to avoid giving a Handle to thofe 
who are always ready to take one, given or not. 
And here I cannot but obferve, how contrary the 
“Bithop’s Moderation is to the Bigh-Church Spirit 
you 
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you charge him with. Neither Bihops on one 
hand, nor Diffenters on the other, are once named 
in the Sermon ; all invidious Party-Words, with 
refpect to them, are carefully avoided ; the Church 
is never mentioned as an Eps/copal Church, but as 
an Eftablifbed Church, as Part of the Contftitution, 
as well affected to the Civil Government, and 4s 
an Inftitution to preferve in the Minds of the Peo. 
ple, a Senfe of Duty and Religion. If this be 
High-Church, the Bifhop has’ certainly that Spirit ; 
but if it be not, and no Man of Senfe will fay it 
is, fuch a Spiric is then very unjuftly imputed to 
him. Bat I muft farther obferve, the Bifhop: has 
no where faid, that thofe who were Enemies to 
the Church, were Enemies to the King ; that he 
might not give Offence to. the Diffenters of any 
Sort, who, he hopes, will all unite with the Church 
in Defence of the Chriftian Religion againft the 
Common Enemy. But he has faid, and I think 
very truly, that the Enemies of Monarchy, or 
Kingly Government, are Enemies to the Church. 
That thofe who would fubvert the Government, 
have no furer Way to compafs their wicked Ends, 
than by endeavouring to ruin the Church frf, 
and that the greateft Strength of the Government, 
in his Opinion, ever did, and ever will, lie in the 
Fidelity and Affection of the Members of the 
Eftablifhed Church ; Which however it may of- 
fend Republicans and Infidels, can give no juft 
Offence to thofe who, in a few Points only, diffent 
from us, and againft whom no Part of the Ser- 
mon was levelled ; but againft Men given to Change, 
the Men of xo Religion; Men, who are no more 
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foregoing Serimon. 369 
Diffenters than they are Churchmen, and who are 
Enemics to Kingly Government, not accident- 
ally, and from any Oppreffions they may happen 
to be under, but from a Republican Spirit, that is 
always turbulent and factious. 

P,22, ?Tis Matter of great Aftonifhment to 
you, to find in the Sermon this Affertion, “* TAat 
“ the faine Spirit which atiuated thofe Wretches who 
“ cut off King Charles’s Head is fill alive, and even 
“© General among us 3 nay, that it is bufily now at 
“© work, and carrying on the fame execrable Defign 
“ gouinft bis prefent Mayefly. For God’s Sake, my 
* Lord, what Proof have you, what Evidence of 
* fuch a Fact as this??? With much more to the 
“© fame Purpofe for three Pages, 

From what is here printed in Jtalick, one would 
imagine thefe were the Bifhop’s very Words ; but 
Tcannot find them in the Sermon. The Bifhop 
does indeed fay, That though the Men are gone, 
who perpetrated this horrid Fact, she Spirit, that 
is, the fame antimonarchical Spirit, the fame Spi- 
rit againft an Eftablifhed Church, fill remains, 
And for the Truth of this, the Bifhop appeals 
“ to the loofe Books with which all Places are 
“ filled, which tend to nothing but to deftroy all , 
“ Principles, and fet Men free from all Govern- 
“ ment——Republican Principles are as induftri. 
“ oufly propagated now, as they were then, though 


“perhaps more covertly, and to the fame Ends : 
“ Jt ig to introduce a Change of Government 5 
& and in order to that, to weaken it, by weaken- 
“ ing firfk the Influences of Religion, and intro- 
“s ducing Infidelity.’ Is any Thing more tre? 
Vou. |. Aw Cats 
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Can any Thing be more notorious ? How then 
can you ask gravely, What Proof the Bifbop bas 
of what he has faid; not of what you make him 
fay ? For he has not attacked the Reputation of a 
whole People 5 he has not faid this Spirit was gene- 
ral, God forbid it fhould be! But if it be not, 
it isnot for want of good Will, and hearty En- 
deavours on the Part of a Faction, who, by their 
daily, and weekly, and monthly Productions, I 
might almoft fay bowr/y, feem to be fworn Enemies 
both to our Civil and Religious Eftablifhments, 
It would make a large Voluine to give the Titles 
only of the Libels, great and fimall, that a few | 
Years laft paft have produced to ruin the Autho- 
rity and Credit of the Government, and to de- 
{troy not only the Church, but the whole Chriftian 
Religion with it, to fay nothing of the Liberties 
taken in Converfauion. I really could not think 
this Republican Spirit dared to thew itfelf fo open- 
ly, as I have lately found it docs. As this Sermon 
has been the Subject of a good deal of Converfa- 
tion, thofe who frequent publick Places can tell 
you, they have, to their great Surprize, met with 
many, who have made no Scruple to fay, That the 
goth of Fanuary was the bappieff Day for Hngland 
that ever was, that it was the moft glorious for the 
Nation, with more fuch Epithets upon the Day ; 
which abundantly fhews what Spirit they are of, + 
and what it is they would be ready to do again, 
And that you may judge whether a Republican 
Spirit dare to fhew ittelf in Print, I will give you 
ove Paffage from a Monthly Pamphlet, which fell 
Into 
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into my Hands by meer Chance. The Paflage is 
this : 

“If his Majefty King William had behaved as 
“ the firft Great Brutus did at Rome, I do not 
« doubt but that his Statue would have been erect. 
“ed in every trading Town of England, lone be- 
“ fore now: But fuch a Behaviour would have 
« oiven fo much Encouragement to the Trade of 
“ England, that it might have preved deftructive 
“ to the Trade of his own native Country, and 
“ therefore he ought to be excufed ; for we oucht 
« to be thankful to any Man, who does usa fingular 
« Piece of Service, though he does not perhaps all 
«© that we think is in his Power,, or all that we think 
« he even ought to do for us.” Vid. Political State 
of Great-Britain, for October 1731. p.427. And 
in p. 364. of the fame Pamphlet, you will find an- 
other choice Paffage, which I fhall not give mytelf 
the Trouble to tranfcribe. But to go on: 

You think fit, p. 25. to fay, you perfectly agree 
with the Bifhop, ‘ in detefting the many libellous 
« Writings in which his Majcfty’s Meafures have 
“ been expofed, and his Minifters defamed, with- 
« out either Truth or Decency.” With what Sin- 
cerity this is faid, yourlelf knows beft 5 but I have 
heard fuch Declarations made by Perfons who 
were the known Patrons of fome of the worft of 
thefe very Libels. But whether this Declaration 
be fincere or not, I cannot but obferve, that your 
Deteftation is confined to Libels againtt the King 
and his Minifters ; none at all is expreffed againtt 
the Infults made upon the Ecclefiattical Pare of the 
Conftitution ; none again the prophane Treat- 
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ment of our Saviour and Revealed Religion ; none 
againft the infolent and infamous Attempts to ruin 
the Efteem and Reputation of its Minifters. But 
to let this pals ; ‘* You are far from thinking they 
‘amount to any Vhing like the Spirit of Forty- 
“Sone, which arofe and {pread ittelf from a Senfe 
** of real and not imaginary Grievances.” True, 
the Grievances, now complained of, are but ima- 
ginary ones; which makes the malignant Spirit, 
now at Work, fo much the more inexcufable. ‘* Nor 
“can you come into that Remedy againft this 
«¢ Evil, great as it 1s, which the Bifhop feems to 
«call for, a Reftraint upon the Liberty of the 
“© Prefs”? And why not? *‘ Becaufe you are con- 
« vinced, that ic is more prudent to fuffer fome 
© temporary Inconveniences, than to part with the 
«© moft valuable Blefling a free People can enjoy.” 
But here I mutt beg Leave entircly to differ with 
you. What you call fome temporary Inconveniences, 
I think the greatelt vil a Government can labour 
under; it 1s not a femporary, but a perpetual Griev- 
ance; not to be called fome Inconventence, but a 
oreat, an untupportable Mitchief ; and which | 
cannot but fear, if fulfered to go on uncontroul’d, 
will fooner or later bring Dettruction upon the 
Government ; and therefore I cannoc fee where the 
Prudence is, in not putting tome Reftraint upon 
it,: If a Liberty of Printing bea Bleffing toa 
Nation, it is only fo, as all other Liberties are, 
while’ it is made a right Ule of, Liberty, when 
ic exceeds its juft and duc Bounds, and degenerates 
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into Licentioufnels, is not a Blefing, bur a Curte ; 
‘and thercfore ought to be avoided by a People 
that 
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foregoing Sermon. 273 
that are defirous of preferving the Happinefs they 
now have, of being free above all other Nations, 
If indeed this Liberty of the Prefs were fo effen- 
tial to our Happinefs, as fome imagine, it could 
not be too tenderly handled ; but how it comes to 
be thought fo effential, I confefs I do not under- 
ftand. Did the Nation, whenever it was oppref- 
fed, appear infenfible of their Oppreffion, and not 
endeavour to procure Redrefs ? Cannot Oppreffion 
be fele, becaufe it is not in Print ? Or did the Na- 
tion, notwith{tanding the Reftraints the Prefs was 
under, ever want printed Papers to warn them of 
the Danger they were in. when there was real 
Caufe for ic? Look into King Charles the Second 
and his Brother’s Reigns, to go no farther back ; 
fee how many Things were printed towards the 
Time of the Revolution, and how many after it, 
before the Reftraint was taken of. I think we 
may be fure, from the l¢xperience of all Countries, 
and all Times, that the Liberty contended for is 
not effential to the Prefervation of the Govern- 
ment, and of the People’s Rights ; and fince the 
Revolution lefs neceffary than ever. Vor now we 
have Seffions of Parliament every Year, and thofe 
Jong ones 5 whereas before the Revolution, there 
were fometimes none for feveral Years together, 
and when they were held, were often very fhort, 
But this has made a vaft Alteration in the Englifh 
Government, and is the greateft Security that can 
be to the Liberties of the People. For it is a per- 
petual Check upon a Miniftry, if they go into 
wrong Meafures, or make one falfe Step, they are 
fore to hear of it; nothing of Confequence to the 
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Nation can poffibly pafs unobferved in fuch Af 
femblies, where the greateft Freedom of Speech 
is allowed 3 and no Gentleman, of thofe at leatt 
who are Members of Parliament, wants the Li- 
berty of the Prefs to fhew himf{clf a Patriot, So 
that I cannot fee, how an unreftrained Liberty of 
the Prefs is neccflary to the Prefervation of the 
Conftitution ; but I can very clearly fee, how it 
tends to its Subverfion ; and therefore muft al- 
ways be of Opinion, it ought to be refrained, — If 
indeed perpetually to mifreprefene all the Meafures 
of Government; if to dettroy all the Efteem and 
Reverence due to Princes; if to fow groundlefs 
Jealoufies, and fpread Difaitection through a Na- 
tion by innumerable Calumnies and Lies, which 
have not the leaft Degree of Truth in them ; if 
to take the moft hdeveic Liberties, and to pry 
into every Thing that paffes in the private Life of 
Princes, their Families, and Muinilters, with no 
other View, but an Expectation to find fomething 
for Malice and Ill-nature to work upon, in Tan 
the Publick are no Way concerned in; if to in- 
vent, and aggravate, and play all the Tricks that 
Malice and Faction, and Refentment can fuggeft 
againtt thofe who are fet over us , be effenti: Al to 
a Nation’s Happincis, then the pre ReENS Lae 
berty of the Prefs is fo; and it muft be confeffed, 
we are in ful! Poffeflion of all the Fappinefs that 
can flow from it. But if the Happinels of a People 
depends upon the Strength, and Credit, and Reputa- 
ton srine Government, and the Affection and Uni- 
on of the People, then there is nothing I know of fo 
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foregoing Sermon, 275 
inconfiftent with their Happinefs, as fuch a Li- 
berty. But is ic not difficult to reftrain the Prefs 
in fuch a Manner, as to enjoy the Good without 
the Evil of it? Tadmit it is. How then hall it 
be done ? That [leave to my Superiors. That 
fomething fhould be done, I think abfolutely ne- 
ceffary 3 but I take not upon me to prefcribe the 
Way; only thus much I will fay negatively, that 
Ido not mean or wifh to return into the old Way 
of Licenfing, nor into the new Way propofed in 
the nd of the Queen’s Reign, of obliging Au- 
thors to put their Names. But can no other Way 
be thought on ? If the Laws in Being again{t Li- 
bels are duly executed, and with that Vigour they 
might be; it is plain, they are infufficiert. Can 
then no new Law be made to fix the Marks, 
whereby a Libel may be more certainly known, 
and thereby make the Conviction more eafy than 
it i$ at prefent ? 

Thad not faid fo much on this Subject, but, 
that differing from you ina Point you think of 
fo much Confequence, I thought mytelf obliged 
to give you the Reafons for my being of a con- 
trary Opinion. . The Minifters, you are per- 
fuaded, are of the fame Opinion with you, “ who 
«© have themfelves made Ufe of it at proper Times, 
“¢ very much to their Honour, and their Country’s 
“ Good.” Tallow they have; it was to oppofe 
Meafures the moft pernicious ; and they would, I 
am perfuaded, have done fo under all Reftraints 5 
for the good of their Country, in certain critical 
Junétures, they would have broken through them 
at all Hazards. Buc do they therefore think fuch 
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gn unbounded Liberty neceffary for the Good of 
the IWation, and to preferve their Liberties? | 
snult beg to be excufed, if I cannot think fo; 
they know Mankind and human Nature too well, 
not to know how many and great Mifchiefs this 
Liberty is unavoidably attended with. 

Your Letter throughout is full of very unfair 
Reprefentations of what the Bifhop has faid; bue 
p. 27. you exceed yourfelf, when you fay, the Bi- 
fhop tells us, that the Clergy are the chref Support 
of the Crown. Why do not you tell the Reader 
where the Bifhop has faid this, where he has infi- 
nuated it, where there is the leaft Intimation of 
this Kind ? I can find nothing lke it, The Bi- 
fhop, indeed, does fay, p. 333. as I have before 
obferved, “ That the greateft Strength of the Go- 
<¢ yernment ever did and ever will lie in the Fi- 
« delity and Affection of the Members of the 
“ Eftablifhed Church.” The whole Strength of 
the Government is in the Fidelity of the whole 
Body of the People, and, for the faine Reafon, its 
createft Strength is in the Fidelity of the greatelk 
Part of them; and I prefume, you will allow, 
that the greatcft Part of the People are the Mem- 
bers of the Eftablithed Church. Bat where has the 
Bifhop faid this of the Clergy, or indeed any 
Thing cle of them, feparate from the People? 
No where that I can find. We owe the Revolu- 
tion to the Members of the Eftablifiicd Church, 
and they are the greateft Supports of it 3 they 
have always been firmly attached to the Conftitu- 
tion, and [ flatter myfelf always will be. i, 

But upon a Suppofition the Bifhop has faid of the 

Clergy 
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Clergy what he has not, you thank God we are sill 
governed by Laymen: The Clergy, I believe, are 
very willing you fhould. But if we look back 
into Hiftory, I am much miftaken, or you will 
find the great Offices of State were difcharged with 
as much Virtue and Integrity, with as much Ap- 
_ plication and Capacity, with as much Fidelity and 
Impartiality, as fince the Times they were in Lay- 
hands. And our Anceflors feem to have been of 
avery different Opinion from you; fince we find 
the Prelates from the Beginning were a Part of the 
Great Council, and, as fuch, fat in it by a Title 
prior to their Baronies. But, out of your great 
Love to the Clergy, you fay, whenever they would 
be MinisTERs or Srate, it 1s for the general In- 
tereft of Mankind they fhould be vigoroufly oppofed. I 
fuppofe, becaufe you find there never was among 
them Men of great Abilities, or that they are 
fince degenerated ; and that Application and Stu- 
dy, be it ever fo rightly directed, cannot make 
them fit for Bufinefs ; or that they have lefs Virtue 
than other People, or that a ftricter Virtue makes 
them very improper to be Minifters. But the 
ereateft Governments in Hurope are of a different 
Opinion, and fo was formerly our own. But 
Times are changed ; all the World are Fools, all 
good Senfe is confined to this little Northern 
Spot. But this only for Argument Sake; treat 
the Clergy but with Decency as Minifters of the 
Gofpel, defend them in their legal Rights, protect 
them in their proper Functions, they ask no more. 
{f they can promote Rightcoufnefs and Virtue in 
the 
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378 A Defence of the 
the World, it is a noble Work, and they have 
their End. 

As much as I have differed with you hitherto, 
Tentirely agree with you in what you conclude your 
Letter with ; though I cannot comprehend how 
you can be made to agree with yourfelf : ‘ That 
* the Sermon is the Refult of cool Delideration and 
“¢ -fober Thought; that the Bifhop is fwecre in what 
« he fays, and that he meant the Good of Maj: 
“ kind, agrecably to the Duty of his facred Cha- 
& gacter.? I think in this you de the Bifhop Ju. 
flice, and from thence conclude, he ncither’ en- 
tertaincd himfelf, nor could intend to infufe into 
ethers, the filly, crude, bigotted, flavith, arbitrary 
Notions, which you have throughout your Letter 
charged him with, He isa Friend to Liberty, 
and.thinks nothing can fo effectually preferve it to 
us, as to guard againtt the Abufes of it; which, 
when carricd to an exorbitant Height, he appre- 
hends cannot fail of being attended with the mott 
fatal Confequences, and of ending ta the Subver- 
fion of a Government, the beft worth preferving, 
in my Opinion as well as yours, of any in the 
World, This, I think, is the Subflance of the 
Sermon; in which, after the moft careful Exami- 
nation, [ can find nothing untrue or unreafonable : 
nothing unfuitable to the Day, or to the Act of 
Parliament that enjoins it, or to the folemn Ser- 
vice compofed for it; nothing unworthy of an 
Englifh Bihop, or a good Subject 5 nothing un- 
becoming the Religion we profels as: Chriftians, or 
the Liberty we enjoy as Britons, And he has the 
Satisfaction to find, it has not generally been ill 
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foregoing Sermon. 379 
received, however he may have had the Misfor- 
tune to fall under the Difpleafure of fome, whom 
it is impoffible to pleafe on thefe Occafions, with- 
out betraying what he thinks his Duty. Give me © 
Jeave to conclude this Letter with a very juft Re- 
mark of that excellent Prelate Bifhop Fleetwood, in 
his Sermon before the Lords on the fame Occa- 
fion ; “ This Day, fays be, through the exceffive 
* Partiality of fome on both Sides, is become a 
“Day ot. lryal to vthe “Preachers ; talk’ of the 
* Duly, Honour, and Obedience of the Subject to 
“ the Prince, and you are thought by fome to 
preach away the People’s Liberties, and make 
“ them Slaves. Talk of the People’s Liberties, and 
you are opening prefently a Door to Mutiny, 
« Difloyalty, and flat Rebellion with fome others. 
“ They are both of them, God be thanked, in 
“ the Wrong ; and the Truth is (like our happy 
“ Conftitution) betwixt them.———I know not 
“ where thefe Things will end ; but ’tis plain 
“ they make it harder than it need be, for honeft 
“and fincere Men to do their Duty on thete Oc- 
SEU GHUIONScomel ail) 
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Sir, 
Your moft Obedient, 


March 11. 1731-32. C.P. 


Pole Rens Coles 
From Bifhop Moore’s Sermon before the Houfe 
of Lords, fam. 31,1697. 
«“ Ffow fincere the King was in his Intentions 
to 
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“< to Rule by Law, we learn from the folemn Pro- 
“ ceftation he made ata Time when Succefs did 
** molt attend his Arms, 

I do promife to Almighty God, as I hope for bis 
Blefing and Protection, tbat I will, to the uimoft of 
mty Power, defend and maintain the True Reformed 
Proteftant Religion eflablifhed ia the Church of Ung- 
fand., And do folemnly and faithfully promife, in 
the Sight of God, to maintain the juft Privileges and 
f£ Regie of Parliaments, and to govern by the known 
Laws of the Land, to my utmoft Power. 

And when I willingly fail in sthefe Particulars, } 
mull expect no Aid or Relief from any Man, or Pro- 
teflion from Heaven. 


ial 


“© Agrceable to this Principle was his Bahaviour 
« during the Time of the War. As his Courage 
* and Firmnefs of Mind were confpicuous in the 
« Dangers of Battle, fo was his Moderation in 
« the Ule of Viétories: He did temper his Suc- 
& cefs, and the Advantases of his Sword, with 
« Mercy; and ever manifefled a Readinefs to 
« forgive Injurics, and to heal the Wounds and 
*¢ Breaches of his Janguihing kingdom, 

Bat how much his Enemies funk below theit 
« frit golden Pretences of reforming our Reh- 
“gion, and removing the Grievances of the Pco- 
« ple, we may inflruct ourlelves both from their 
own Writers, and the fad and difmal Confu- 
“S fion of Charch and State which followed. 

“ In their Petitions, with the Things plaufible 
= that the King was always willing to grant, they 
* mingled ftill fomething, unto which in Honour 
and Conicience he could not yicld, And. as 
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foregoing Sermon. 331 
their Sword got Ground, fo did their Modetty 
and Scnfe of Duty decreafe, and the Extraya- 
gancy and Unreafonablenefs of their Demands 
enlarge itfelf, nll at length nothing lefs would 
fatisfy, than the Conccffion of fuch Powers 
to themlelves, as would fubvert the Conftitution 
of the Realm. And by thefe unchriftian Ways, 
they endeavoured to render all the well-intend- 
ed Proceedings of that excellent Prince harth 
and odious unto the People, and at laft brought 
him to the fatal Block. 

« A Prince of incomparable Virtues, fcarce 
equalled by any who bave fat on Thrones, or 
out-done by thofe who have made Religion the 
Profeffion and Bufinefs of their Lives ; fuch 
Piety, Temperance, Chaftity, Innocence, Chear- 
fulnefs and Wifdom, eminently appeared in his 
whole Converfation, that he made himfelf an 
illuftrious Example of Godlinefs and Virtue to 
all his Subjects, So devout and hearty a Wor- 
fhipper of God, that neither his Bufinefs nor 
his Pleafures put by his Hours of Prayer and 
Attendance on Divine Service, 
<« Bar he never fhewed himfelf more Great and 
Glorious than in his Sufferings, nor gave greates 
Demonfirations of his Goodnefs, Fortitude, 
Prudence, and Conftancy, than when his Friends 
and Servants were removed, who might advife, 
aid, and comfort him, Under this laft illegal 
and inhuiman Yreatment, to the Hour of Death, 
he did not any Thing misbecoming the Majetly 
of a Great King, or untuitable to the Piety, 
“© Nicek= 
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Meeknefs, and Refignation of a good Chri- 
ftian.” 


From Bifhop Fleetwood’s Sermon before the 


Houfe of Lords, Zan, 30. 1709-10. 


Whofo fhould then have faid You are 
now angry with fome needlefs Ceremonies, which 
yet are fewer, and more decent, than ever were 
in Ute in any Chriflian Church, protected by 
the State, for 1300 Years, and without which 
no Chriftian Church did ever yet ferve God, in 
publick, that we know of : Angry to have a 
Form of Publick Prayers pretcribed, proper and 
fuited to the Wants of all Chriftians, though 
you may ufe what Liberty you will, in your 
retired and Lamily-Devotions, betwixt God and 
you: And to get rid of thefe fo eafy Impof- 
tions, you will pull down all the Fences that 
fecure the Chriftian Faith and Di/cipline, and \et 
in Wolves and Foxes, that will prey upon the 
Chriftian Flock, and bring in Herefies, and all 
licentious Errors, and drive away the Shepherd 
that fhould feed them and fecure them 3; extir- 
pate an Order that is as old as Chriftianity with- 
in this Kingdom, and put a thoufand and a 
thoufand Families to feck their Bread in defo- 
late Places. You are now jealous and tenacious 
of your Liberties; but, by the Courfes you are 
taking to fecure them and enlarge them, you 
in Time, will come to take them away from 
every one befides, and Jofe them yourtelves at 
Jafts You will raife -lrmies, and become their 

“© Subjects 5 
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foregoing Sermon. 387 
Subjects 3 make to youfelves Captains of Thou- 
fands and ten Thoufands, and fubmit your 
Necks to their Imperious Orders ; involve your 
Country in Defolation, and much Blood ; tram- 
ple down ancient Henour and Nobility ; difperfe 
your Princes into foreign Countries, where they 
fhall take up Manners that you hate, Maxims 
deftruQive of your Liberty, and a Religion you 
abhor : Vanquifh your King; deprive him of 
his Friends and Servants; diftrefS him to Di- 
{traction 3 force him to fly into the very Arms 
of Milchicf; from whence you will redeem 


him, like a Slave, to caft him into Fetters of 


your own 3 defpoil him of his Regal Honours $ 
traitly imprifon him ; and put him to the Sword 
at Jatt, (Horror to think upon!) with all the 
Circumftances of Scorn and Ignominy poffible. 
Thefe are the Things that you will do-to fecure 
your Chrifien and Civil Liberties.” Whofo 


fhould thus have prophefied, fhould certainly have 


the Text returned upon him 


What, is thy Ser- 


vant a Dog, that be fhould do thefe great Things 2 
Yet thele ereat Things were done; and in a Man- 
ner worle than I exprefs them. 


Mr. Baxter, in his Defence of the Principles of 


Love, p.14. {peaking of the Times of the Civil 
AWar, thus expreties linuelfs ‘* I befeech you lee 


66 


“oc 


us review the Eficéts of the late War, Is it 
poffible for any fober Chriftian in the World 
to take ‘them’ to be blamelefs, or to be little 
Sins ? What, both the Violating the Perfon and 
the Life of the Kine, and the Change of the 
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< Fundamental Government, or Conftitution, €¢, ? 
«< Was all this lawful; and to do all this as for 
God, with dreadful Appeals to him? Dure any 
“ Man, not blinded or hardned, juftify all this ? 
If none of all this was Rebellion, or Treafon, 
“or Murther, is there any fuch Crime, think 
<< you, poffible to be committed ?”? With more to 
the fame Purpofe. 
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SERMON 
Preached before the Incorporated So- 


ciety for the Propagation of the Gofpel in 
Foreign Parts; at their Anniverfary Meet 
ing in the Parifh Church of St. Mary-/e- 
Bow; on Friday the 2 1ft of Pebruary 1734, 


RQ Mas XK. x11 xiv, xy. 


Whofrever foal! call upon the Name of the bord, Joalt 
be faved. . 

How then shall they call on bim, in whom they have 
not believed 2 And how fhall they believe in him, 
of whom they have not heard 2 Aid how fball they 
bear without a Preacher ? 

And how fhall they preach, except they be fent ? 


2 thefe Words, is too plain td 
myo? need any Explication. Salva= 
“ate tion is, in the Gofpel, offered 
7Sy to all Men} to all Nations — 
§ without Diftinétion,; Hot con- 
* fined to one People, as was the 
ee given By Mofis Whofoever foall any where 
call upon the Name of the Lord, fhall be capable 
Vou. I Bb of 
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386 A Sermon before the Society for 

of the Salvation purchafed by him, The Gofpel 
makes no Diflurence between the Few and the 
Greek; that is, the Gentile, or People of other 
Nations: for the fame is Lord over all, and ricb 
in Mercy and Goudvefs, wito all that call upon him, 
But to what Purpole is Salvation offered to all 
Men, if none be fent to make known thefe glad 
‘Lidings, and to declare the Conditions on which 
thls Offer is made to- them ? To this End, an Ap- 
pointment of a Miniftry is neceffary, and that 
fome Provifion be made for the Maintenance of 
thofe who fhall be fent. But if this be neceffary, 
nothing can bea more convincing Proof of the 
great Ufcfulnefs of the Society here affembled, 
whofe chief Defign and Care 1s to propagate the 
Knowledge of this Salvation into the new World, 
into the Plantations and Colonics we have in Ame. 
yica and the Weft-Indies, by the moft effectual 
Ways they can, and particularly by providing a 
competent Number of fit Minitters, And as this 
and the other Provifions, neceflary for this good 
Work, cannot be fupported and. carried on, much 
lefs extended and enlarged, without a very confider- 
able Expence, for which there is no other Fund, but 
what arifes from their ‘own voluntary Subferipti- 
ous, and the Charity of other pious and well. 
difpofed Perfons ; whatever 1s an Argument for 
providing Minifters and other Requifites for this 
Miftion, is, at the fame Time an Argument to all 
ferious and ooo Chriflians, to be liberal in theit 
Contributions, according to the Abilitics with 
which God hath blefied them, towards raifing, 
from Time to Time, fuch Sums as fhall be want 
ed 
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Propagation of the Gofpel, Se. 3847 
ed for the effectual carrying on fo great an Un- 
dertaking. JI cannot therefore, I apprehend, bet- 
ter anfwer the Mind of your Anniverfary Meeting 
in this Place, than by employing the Vime al- 
lowed me, im an Endeavour to excite the Bene- 
volence and kind Afiiitance of good Men in Sup- 
port of fo ufeful a Defign. And .this, as to the 
Preacher's Part, is indeed an ealy Task, when the 
Defign he recommends is fo excellent and ufeful 
in its End, and is conducted and carried into Ex- 
ecution by fuch unexceptionable, fuch juft and 
proper Means, and when the Motives, which in- 
duce to the Support of it, are fo reafonable, and 
fo well known. And Difcourfes of this Nature 
would be as effeCtual as they are eafy, if thofe 
they are addreffed to, had the Zeal of the firft 
Chriftians, who thought nothing too much which 
it was in their Power to do, where the Honour of 
their God and Saviour, and the Good of their 
Fellow-Creatures called for an extraordinary Ex- 
ertion of their Piety and Charity. Nothing makes 
the Preacher’s Part on this Occafion difficult, but 
that you have already heard fo many excellent Dif 
courfes upon the fame Subject. But fince the 
fame Calls upon this Society ate ftill continued, 1 
fhould rather fay, increafed, which requires an 
‘Augmentation of Miffionaries, and a proportion- 
able Increafe of other Expences, fuch Difcourfes 
are ftill neceffary ; and you will have Patience to 
hear the old Arguments in Favour of this Charity 
{till urged to you, fince Arguments, good in them- 
felves, are not the lefs fo, becaufe they are not 
new, which, in fuch a Cafe as this, it would be 

Bb 2 unreafonable 
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388 4 Sermon before the Society for 


unreafonable to expect 5 for what can be fuppofed 
to be left, which, in a Courfe of fo many Years, 
has not been already {aid ? 

No Charity can ftand clearer of all Objections, 
or have more reafonable and jufter Motives to en- 
courage it, than this you are now exhorted to, 
For, firft, The Defign of this Society is the moft 
excellent and ufcful in its End, which is fo propa- 
gate the Gofpel in Foreign Parts: And this, as is 
fet forth in the Charter by which they are incor- 
porated, immediately and principally means, to 
‘propagate the Knowledge of the Gofpel among 
our own People in tuch of our Colonies, ‘ which, 
< by Reafon of their Poverty, are deftitute and 
«* unprovided of a Maintenance for Minifters, and 
“ the publick Worthip of God; and for Lack 
“of fuch Support and Maintenance, many of 
“ them feem abandoned to Atheifm and Infide- 
«lity, or are in Danger of being perverted to 
«¢ Popifh Superftition and Idolatry.” This So- 
ciety therefore 1s incorporated by the Royal Au- 
thority, “ to receive, manage, and difpofe of the 
«Charity of fuch pious Perfons, who fhall be 
«¢ willing to contribute to the Support of a fland- 
« ing Miniftry among them, and towards fuch 
“other Provifion as fhall be found neceffary for 
«the fuccefsful Propagation of the Gofpel in 
“ee thofe Parts.’? This 1s the End for which this 
Society is incorporated ; it is to refcue an infinite 
Numpber of poor People, who ftand in a near Re- 
jation to us, as Subjects of the fame Government, 
and very ufeful ones too, out of a State of the 
greatelt Mifery, and bring them into a Capacity 
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Propagation of the Gof/pel, &c. 389 

of the ereateft Happinefs.. For what can be a_ 
State of greater Mifery, than to be over-run with 
Ignorance and Error, to be under the Guilt and 
Dominion of Sin, and as the juft Reward of it, 
under the heavy Wrath and Difpleafure of Al- 
mighty God ? And what, on the other hand, can 
be greater Happinefs, than for rational Creatures 
to have their Underftandings enlightned with the 
Knowledge of Divine Truths, to be affured of 
Pardon and Forgivenefs for paft Offences, and to 
have a well-grounded Hope upon Faith and Re- 
pentance of an Eternal Salvation referved in the 
Heavens for them ? | 
We may not perhaps be fo fenfible of the Great- 
nefs either of this Mifery, or of this Happinefs, 
becaufe we never have experimentally known what 
a State of Heatheni{m is, and do not fee in their 
full Force the great Advantages of Chriftianity, 
through the ill Lives of too many who are Chri- 
ftians in Name only. But it is not the lefs true 
in itfelf, that the Gofpel, in the Nature of it, is 
tye Power of God to Salvation, and that without it 
Mankind were in the moft miferable and deplo- 
rable Condition ; and fo they itill are, where its 
Light has not fhined ; and it would be again fo 
in all Parts, were the Light of the Gofpel again 
withdrawn. Whoever confiders the State the 
Gofpel found the World in, or underftands the true. 
Defien and Nature of it, as it is delivered to us 
in the New Teffament, or the wonderful Effeéts it 
had in the Reformation of the World upon the 
firft fpreading of it, muft be convinced of the 
Truth of this, Nothing is more evident, than 
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390 f Sermon before the Society for 
that in the Gofpel, Terms of Pardon and Salvas 
tion are offered to a wiched World, a World overs 
fpread with the grofleit and molt abfurd Idolatry 
and their Morality was of a Picce with their Vhe- 
ology. And what better could be expecled ? 
What Principles of Virtue could be learn’d: or 
cultivated under fo much Jenorance ? Or what 

bligations to mora! Datics could ariie trom the 
Belief and Worfhip of fuch Deities 2 What Influ. 
ence from fuch Examples, but to copy after the 
Vices many of them were diftinguifhed by ? What 
had they to fear from their Difpleature, if they 
indulged themfelves in Sin; or what Favours had 
they to hope for, from a bettgr Lite ? .They nei- 
ther knew the Excellence of Virtue, nor were 
taught the Rules of it; nor if they had, had they 
Motives laid before them ftrong enough to make 
them perfevere in the Obitrane of ue, For 
their Expectations of a future State were either 
none at all, or too weak to have any great Influ- 
ence on their Practice: And while their Views 
vere bounded within this Life, all Things hap, 
pened too much alike to all, to imprefs deeply 
on them a jull Senfe of an over-ruling Providence, 
and make them prefer, in Qbedience to it, Vir. 
tue and Self-denial to the immediate Pleafures and 
Interefts with which Vice tempted them, 

Thus, in the Reafon of Things, it muft have 
been in Nations fo devoid of che Knowledge of 
Ged and Pr ovidence, and fuch in Fact we Bnd it 
was in the Hiltories of thofe Times, when this Ig- 
norance prevailed, “We need only Jook into the 
Firft Chapter of the Epiftle ta the Romans, to be 

convinced 
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Propagation of the Gofpel, &c. 201 
convinced of the monttrous Idolatry and Immo- 
rality which the Gofpel found the World immerfed 
in, It is to little Purpofe to urge Reafon againtt 
Fact, and to fet up the Law and Light of Nature 
againft Revelation, and to talk of the great Things 
that may be done by them, as if they were of 
themfelves, and without other Affiftance, fufficient 
to teach Men their Duty to God and to one ano- 
ther: Hittcry and Fact are on the other Side ; 
our Saviour found the World under the greatett 
Ienorance of the True God, and the groffeft Cor- 
ruption of Manners 5 which is the fulleft Proof 
that can be, how much a Revelation was wanted, 
And the Event abundantly confirmed the fame 
Truth 5 prodigious was the Alteration made by the 
Preaching of the Gofpel, - with refpect both to the 
Religion and Manners of Men; Idolatry was 
banifhed from a great Part of the known World 
in a few Years, and Vicioufnefs of Manners in in- 
finite Numbers of Men, vanifhed with it, and 
they became new Creatures , all Things were created 
anew in Chrift Fefus. ‘The World foon found the 
Advantage of having a Teacher fent to them from 
God, who had both Avowledge fuficient to inftruct 
them in the whole Will of God, and in all Parts 
of their Daty, both to him and to one another ; 
and alfo Authority fufficient to give his Precepts 
the Force of Laws, Laws that would reach the 
‘Thoughts and Heart, as well as the outward Ac- 
tions, and to fecure the Obfervance of them by 
the greateft and moft powerful of all Sanctions, 
everlafting Punifhment, and Life Eternal in a fu- 
ture State. And what was ftill a greater Bleffing 
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392 A Sermon before the Society for 
to Mankind, in this fad and deplorable Conditian 
in which the Gofpel found them, this Heavenly 
Teacher, and he alone could give them what they 
moft wanted, and could leaft hope for, Affurance 
of Pardon upon their repehting and believing in 
him for Sins paft, and of the Affiftance of the 
Holy Spirit to ftrengthen their Refolutions of 
Amendment, and fupport them in their Endea- 
vours after Piety and Virtue for the Time to come. 
Such a Teacher from God was neceflary to in- 
flruct and reform the World; fuch a Teacher in 
Fact did come, and did all that could be withed, 
more than could be expected by Men who had fo 
ercatly offended. | 

I fhali not purfue this Argyment farther, both 
becaufe it would lead me too far from my prefent 
Bufinefs, and becaufe it has very lately been the 
Subject of very able Pens, which have left the In- 
fidel’ Caufe without Excufe ; and if Men, who 
pretend to defire Conviction, would read, they 
muft yeild. I am now fpeaking to a Chriftian 
Audience; to fuch | have already faid enough ; 
they belicve the Scriptures, and are acquainted 
with them, more efpecially with the Books of the 
New Teftament , there they find not only a Hiftory 
of our Saviour’s Life and D- ‘ath, what he did and 
fuffered for us, but what he taught as the Will of 
God, what his Doétrincs and Commands are, as 
delivered by himflf, And in the Aézs, a Book 
which can never be too much read, we fee what 
the Golde] in Subflance is, as delivered and taught 
by his Apoflles; there we fee in what Manner St, 
Peter and St, Paul preached to the Fews, and in 
- what 
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Propagation of the Gofpel, Sc. 3923 
what Manner to the Gentiles, and jin what 
Condition the Gefpel found both of them. In 
the Epittle to the Romans, which, on account of 
the Importance of the Subject, and the fuitable 
Care it is treated with, hath defervedly the firft 
Place among St. Paul’s Writings ; the Neceffity of 
embracing the Gofpel in order to Salvation, and 
to obtain Pardon of Sin, is fully fhewn. In the 
firftt Chapter of that Epiftle, Sc. Paul, as I have 
already obferved, fets forth the extreme Wicked- 
nefs of the Gentile World at that Time; in the 
fecond, that the Yews were little better ; and from 
thefe Premifes, in the third he infers the Neceffity 
of Faith in Chrift, fuce all have finned, and come 
foort of the Gliry of God, and no Juftification can 
be had by Works ; that therefore finful Man can 
be juftified only dy the Righteoufne/s of God, which 
is by Faith of Fefus Chrift, whom God bath fet forth 
to be a Propitiation through Faith in his Blood, to 
declare bis Righteoufuefs for the Remiffion of Sins 
that are paft. Whoever believes this Reprefenta- 
tion given by St, Pau/, will want no other Argu- 
ments to convince him of the wretched State the 
World was in before our Saviour came, and con- 
fequently of the Neceffity there was of his coming 
to reform and redeem Loit Man 3; he will be 
thoroughly convinced, that the World was to an 
extreme Degree void of all true Religion and Vir- 
tue; and that if the Providence of God were at 
all concerned in the Government of the World, 
nothing could refule from thence, but 4 fearful 
looking for of Fudgment; that they were the Céi- 
dren of Wrath, being the Children of Difobedience, 
-nd in all Views moft miterable ; and that confe- 
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394 A Sermon before the Society for 
quently the Revelation of the Gofpel was the 
ereateft Blefing God could, in this diflrefed Con- 
dition, give to Man, by inftructing him in all fa- 
ving Knowledge, by giving him the plaineft, and, 
at the fame Time, the moit perfect Rules of Du- 
ty, by renewing bim in the Spirit of bis Mind by the 
Afliftance and Influence of his Grace, and by en- 
couraging his Obedience by the Promife of the 
ereatelt Happinels. 

But if this was the Condition of the Heathen 
World before it was enlightned by the Gofpel, we 
may eafily imagine what would be the Condition 
of our own American Colonies, if for want of due 
Inftruction in the Gofpel, they were fuffered to 
Fall into Heathenifm. We may be very fure they 
would fall into the fame Ignorance of the True 
God, into the fame Want of moral Principles 5 
and into the fame Corruption of Manners, 
though not perhaps into the fame Idolatry. But 
that would not at all mend their Condition; In- 
fidelity and Atheifm have no Advantage of Ido- 
jatry ; if there bea total Ignorance of the True 
God, whether Idolatry, or the Belief of no fupe- 
rior Beings be fubftitutred in the Room of a true 
and rational Belief, there will be no Foundation 
left for moral Principles to be built on, and from 
thence will neceffarily follow a total Corruption 
and Depravity of Manners. The Cafe therefore 
of thefe Colonies would, on this Suppofition, be as 
deplorable as that of any other Heathen Nations. 

Who then that confiders the extreme Wretch- 
ednels of fuch a finful State, and the Mifery both 
prefent and future, confequent upon it, can pot- 
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Propagation of the Gofpel, Sc. 296 


fibly doubt with himiclf, whether: any Thing can 
be more excellent and ufeful than the Defign of 
this Society, who, in Charity to the Souls of their 
poor Brethren, do ali in their Power to propg- 
gate the Gofpel among them, with no other View, 


‘ but to desiver them from the greateft Mifery, and 


bring them into a Capacity of the greateft Happinefs, 

Charity is, we all know, moft eminently di- 
ftinguifhed in the Gofpel above all other Virtues 3 
and next to the Love of God, the Love of our 
Neighbour is the greateft Duty of a Chrittian, and 
without which the Love of God is in vain pre- 
tended to ; and we know likewife in what a Lati- 
tude our Saviour has explained the Duty of loving 
our Neighbour, fo as to take in all Mankind. 
Bat if this Love in us be fincere, it will exert it- 
felf according to its Power, in all proper Inftances, 
towards the Relief of thole who want our Afift- 
ance in Diftreff2s of every kind. And to a faith- 
ful and chearful Difcharge of this Duty, we have 
in the Gofpel the ereateft Encouragement; Who- 
ever, fays our Saviour, /hall give a Cup of cold Wa- 
ter, in the Name of a Difciple, verily I Jay unto 
you, be foall in no wife lofe bis Reward; and in the 
Defcription himielf gives of the Laft Judgment, 
the great Enquiry will be into our Works of Cha- 
rity. And how ftrongly a lively Senfe of their 
Obligations to this Duty operated on the firft Chri- 
ftians, we fee in the A&ts of the Apoflles ; that 
they fold their Poffeffions and Goods, and parted them 
to all Men, as every Man had need. And their. 
anaes was not confined to fuch as were prefent 
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396 A Sermon before the Society for 


or City, or Parts adjacent ; they had no fuch 
narrow Thoughts. We read, fs xi. that at A 
tioch, upon Agabus fignifying to them by the Spirit, 
that there would be a great Dearth, which came to 
pafs in the Days of Claudius, he Difciples, every 
Man, according to bis Ability, determined to fend Re- 
lief unto the Brethren which dwelt in Judea: Which. 
accordingly they did, and fent it to the Elders by the 
Hands of Barnabas and Paul; thofe Elders, pro- 
bably, who were appointed in the feventh of the. 
Aéts, to take Care of the Poor, that the Apoftles 
themfelves might be wholly at Liberty to preach 
the Word. And ftill from remoter Parts the Dil-, 
ciples fent Relief to the Brethren at Feru/alem,. 
St. Paul, in his firft Epiftle to. the Corinthians, 
earneftly exhorts them to this Duty, as he had be- 
fore done the Galatians, Now concerning the Col- 
leEtion for the Saints,.as I have given Order to the 
Churches of Galatia, even fo do ye. Upon the firft 
Day of the Week, (the Lord’s-Day) let every one 
of you lay by bim in Store, as God hath profpered 
him—And when I come, whomfoever ye fhall ap- 
prove, them will I fend to bring your Liberality to 
Jerufalem, And what Effect his Exhortations had, | 
we find in his fecond Epiftle to the Cordnthians, in 
which he commends them for their ready Com- 
pliance with him: s touching the Miniftry to the 
Saints, it is fuperfluous that I write unto you: For 
I know the Forwardnefs of your Minds, for which 
I boaft of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia 
(af which Corinth was the principal City) was reas. 
dy a Year ago; and your Zeal hath provoked many. 
And St. Paul himfelf carried thefe Contributions 
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Propagation of the Gofpel, 8c. 397 
to Ferufalem, as appears by what he tells the Ro- 
mans, Ch. xv, 25. But now I go to Jerufalem, ta 
minister to the Saints. or it bath pleafed them of 
Macedonia end Achaia, to make a certain Contribu- 
tion for the poor Saints which are at Jerufalem. 
And in faying this St. Paw/ fufficiently intimates to 
them, that it is their Duty to follow this Example 5 
for he immediately fubjoins thefe remarkable 
Words: Jt bath pleafed them verily, and their 
Debtors they are : So that in St, Paul’s Judgment, 
in doing this they only paida Debt; For if the 
Gentiles, fays he, have been made Partakers of their 
Spiritual Things, their Duty is alfo to minister unto 
then in carnal Things. | 

Thus ready were the firft Chriftians to relieve 
the temporal and bodily Neceffities of their Bre- 
thren by very liberal Contributions, even in Parts 
greatly diftant and remote from them, But if 
they were thus forward to affift them in Things 
relating to the Body only, and for their Support 
and Maintenance during their fhort State of Pil- 
grimage here on Earth; how much more ready 
may we fuppofe they were, to relieve their Spiri- 
tual Wants; and in order to that, to provide a 
Maintenance where it was wanted, for thofe who 
would undertake the good Work of preaching 
Chrift to them that fate in Darknefs, that they 
might be delivered from the Captivity and Slavery 
of Sin and Satan, and be converted and live, by 
being made the Sons of God, and Heirs of Eter- 
nal Salvation? The Miniftration of fuch Service 
not only fupplies the earthly, the bodily, the tem- 
porary Wants of Men; but, what is infinitely 

more 
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398 A Sermon before the Society for 
more valuable, it fupplies Wants which could not 
otherwife be fupplicd ; Wants, under which noc 
their Bodies bue their Souls. nsaf have perifhed 
everlaftingly. a as ss who bave finned in the 

Law, foall be judzed by the Law 3 fo the Scripture 
declares, tha haf ecwho have finned without Law, 
frall aif? er. LD quithout Law: 

To pive Light to them that fit in Darknefs and 
the Shadow of Deaths to proclaim Redemption 
to the Captive ; to publith Pardon and Salvation 
to Men bound faft in the Chains of Sin, and for 
their Sin, by the jult Jude ment of God, referved 
for everlaftine Chains of Darknefs in a future State, 
is the noblet ft, the motk ufcful; the moit excellent 
Charity Man can beltow upon his Fellow.Crea- 
tures 3 and to deliver Men out of fo much Milery, 
or to keep them frorm falling into it, is in Effet 
one and the. fime Thing, and equally charitable, 
But this is the End propofed by this Society. Some 
other charitable Infliturions have by fome. been 
called in Queflion, and a Doubt has been made, 
whether, upon the Whole, they were ufeful or net, 
on account .of feme Tnconveniences they think 
they fee uvithem, er feem ‘tae apprehend ftom 
them. Iam far from thinking the Objections of 
fuch Men well founded, or of ' great Weight ; but 
made, it is certain, they have been, and full are. 
Bat nobody, who calls himlelf a Chrifuian, ever 
pretended to fay, thac Chriflianity ought not to be 

propagated : Nobody ever faid, it was not for the 
Honour of God and his Chrift, to make his Name 

known among the Gentiles, and to fpread his 

Religion to the Ends of the arth ; Nobody ever 

maintained 
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| Pi opagation of the Gofpel, &c. 399 
maintained, it was not for the Benefit of Man to 
be taught the Knowledge of God, to be inftrugé. 


ed in the Rules of Virtue, to be affured of the 


Pardon of his Sins, and to be entituled to the 
Privileges and Promifes of the Gofpel : Much 
lefs can any ferious and fincere Chriftian be under 

any Doubt, whether he ought not to with for, and 
in his Station endeavour to preferve, the Conti- 
nuance of the Light of the Gofpel, and prevent, 
by all proper Methods, the ExtinGtion of it in 
thofe Parts of the World, that have been peopled 
from their own Mother-Country. This is a Part 
impoffible for Men to act, who have the Caufe of 
Virtue and Religion at all at Heart, any Zeal for 
the Honour of God, or any Benevolence towards 
their Fellow-Creatures, 

But if this Defign be fo good in its End, and 
fo free from all Objections, it is not lefs unex- 
ceptionable, in refpect to the Means by which it 
is carried on, fo far as this Society is concerned. 
Some Charities, which in themfelves are right and 
highly commendable, have fometimes had the 
Misfortune’to be fo ill managed in fome Refpect 
or other, as greatly to difcourage thofe who would 
otherwife have been willing and ready to concur 
in the Support of them ; they have been either in 
unskilful or difhoneft Hands; there have been 
either real or fufpected Mifapplications ; private 
Intereft has been thought to be ferved under Pre- 
tence of publick Good, and Charity has been ci- 
ther injudicioufly and unadvifedly adminiftred, or 
diverted from its proper Channel to ferve a Party. 
Bat the Defign now befare us is not only ties 

rom 
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4.00 Sermon before the Society for 
from all Imputations of every Kind that could be 
a Blemih to it, but from every the leaft Sufpicion 
of them ; there is no Pretence to fufpect want 
either of Ability or Integrity. No Perfons can, 
in Point of Ability, be fuppofed better to under- 
ftand what are the propereft Methods to be taken 
for a fuccefsful Propagation of the Gofpel. Their 
Education and Profteflion, the Study and Bufinefs 
of their Lives, in whom the Management of the 
Affairs of this Society chiefly is, are fuch as mutt 
naturally beft qualify them for fuch an Under- 
taking. And if it could be apprehended, that 
their Studics and Employments here at home were 
not fuficient to make them the fitteft Judges of 
the moft proper Methods for propagating the 
Gofpel in fuch diftant Parts, and in Countries they 
are fo unacquainted with; yet it muft be allowed, 
that a long Experience has abundantly fupplied 
all fuch fuppofed Defects. Experience is, in all 
Undertakings, of great Service ; and nothing of 
Importance was ever yet entred on, that was at 
firft fo perfect, however able Hands it was in, as 
not to admit, upon repeated Tryals, of confider- 
able Improvements. This Advantage this Society 
has been long potleiled of, and it is hardly to be 
thought, that any Thing now remains that can 
render thofe, who thall come after, better quali- 
fied for the Management of this Charity, than 
thofe in whofe Hiands it at prefent 1s, and has long 
been., So that we have all the Certainty that any 
Man can realonably defire, that this Defign is not 
only well-meant, but carricd on by Perfons well 
qualified for it, and capable of conducting it in 
the 
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Propagation of the Gofpel, Sc. 40% 
the beft and moft effectual Manner within thei 
Power. 

And if we are fatisfied of their Ability for this 
good Work, we cannot be lefs fo of their Intes 
grity. This we have not only the fullett Affu- 
rance of from their general Character in Point of 
Religion and Virtue, and from the difintercfted 
Principles and Motives on which they firft enga- 
ged in this Defign, but from the vifible Effects of 
it in the whole Courfe of their Proceedings. Here 
are no private or {elfifh Interefts aimed at, no 
Party [Ends to be ferved; as they act upon the 
fame generous Principles for the Service of our - 
common Chriftianity, fo they act with the greateft 
Unity, which is a fure Sign of the Uprightenefs of 
their Intentions 5 for where a Number of Peoples 
acting in a voluntary Society, have corrupt Views, 
they cannot continue long united ; Dilcord and 
Diffention will creep in, while each endeavour ta 
ferve their own finifter Ends, But nothing of this 
Kind has Place here ; as they act upon the fame 
Principles, they have all the fame Views; and pur- 
fue the fame End, to promote and advance, in 
the mott effe¢tual Manner, the righteous Work 
they are engaged in ; which is to propagate, in 
Parts which fo much want it, pure and gentine: 
Chriftianity, reformed from the Corruptions of 
Popery, and as it is delivered to us in the Scrip- 
turcs. 

Their Defign is not to propagate Popifh Errors 
by Popifh Methods, but Chriftian Truths by Chri- 
ftian Means; and Men fincerely engaged in fuch 
a Caufe will naturally preferve Unity among them- 
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402 A Sermon before the Society for 


delves as well as Charity. And what is farther 
much to the Commendation of this Socicty, as 
they act with the ftricteft Unity, fo they purfue 
their Work with the greateft Conftancy and Dili- 
gence ; the Caule has never fuffered through want 
of a fteady Apphcation to it; they give thcir Time 
and Care to the Profecution of this noble Under- 
taking, and that without the leaft perfonal Advan- 
tage or Profit to theimfelves, which is one of the 
beft Proofs any Society of Men can give of their 
Integrity. And their whole Conduét is as great 
a Proof of their Prudence, as appears by the Rules 
they have prefcribed themfelves as the Meafure of 
it; what thofe Rules are, every one may fee, fince 
they are publick, and in Print. And give me 
Leave to add, that thefe Rules are not a dead Let- 
ter; they are not Rules to be hung up, but never 
to be obferved ; they are conftantly and _ fteadily 
purfued ; they are careful to make the neceflary 
Enquiries, and get the beft Information they can, 
into the State of Religion in our feveral Colonies; 
they receive’ impartially and readily Applications 
from all Parts of them, and give their Help where 
it is moft wanted, and in fuch Proportions as their 
Fund will permit, confiftently with the great Va- 
riety of Demands made from fo many Quarters. 
And as they are thus careful to learn what the 
Spiritual Wants of thefe poor People are, and to 
proportion their Provifions for them in the beft, 
and mot juft, and moft frugal Manner they can ; 
fo are they in the Choice of thofe they fend to 
preach the Gofpel to them, It muft be remem- 
bred, they have no compulfory Powers to oblige 

Perfons 
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Propagation of the Gofpel, & ec. 4.03 
Perfons to go upon fuch Miffions, whether they 
will or no; the Clergy of the Reformed Churches 
are not under abfolute Vows of implicit Obedience 
to their Superiors, as they are in the Popifh Semi- 
naries, It mut likewife be remembred, that the 
Reformed Clergy are not under Vows of Celibacy, 
as in the Church of Rome 3 which makes the 
Choice of Miffionaries ftill more difficult, fince 
Perfons who have Families cannot be fuppofid fo 
willing to tranfplant themfelves into foreign Coun- 
tries ; and if they were, the Expence attending it 
would unavoidably be much greater. It is not. 
therefore fo eafy to get fuch Miffionaries as one 
could mott with for, and as fome may expect they 
fhould, who have never thoroughly confidered it, 
But if they cannot do what they would in this 
Refpect, it is certain they do what they can 5 they 
enquire with all due Care into the Characters of 
thote who offer themfelves for thefe MiMfions ; and 
if they ever make a wrong Choice, the Fault is 
not theirs, but muft be laid at their Door who 
have impofed on them by falle Characters. But 
this, I apprehend, has very rarely been the Cafe, 
both from the great Precaution taken to prevent 
fuch Abufes, and from the few Complaints there 
have been of thofe who have been fent ; who, 
that they may be able to difcharge the paftoral 
Duty well, have very good and very particular 
Directions given them for their Conduct. And 
to enable them ftill farther for a right Difcharge 
of their Funétion, they not only give them good 
Toftractions, but furnifh them with good books 
alfo. In fhort, they leave nothing undone, which 

Cc ii 
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404. A Sermon before the Society for 

it is in their Power to do, in this chief and prin. 
cipal Part of their Defign, the fending Miffiona- 
rics, But the Society have not ftopt here, they 
have not only provided, in the beft Manner they 
could, Minifters with competent Salaries for the 
publick Worfhip of God, and a due Adminiftra- 
tion of his Word and Sacraments to thefe poor 
People, but Schools, and Mafters, and Books, for 
the Education of their Children in Virtug, and the 
Principles of true Religion. 

I might give many other Proofs of the Zeal 
and Care of this Socicty in the Profecution of this 
good Work ; but more need not be faid to thew, 
that this is a moft uleful and excellent Defign, and 
that it requires a conftant Attention, and great 
Prudence alfo, to carry it on fuccefsfully ; much 
more fhall we be convinced of this, if we confider 
the vaft Extent of the Countries to which the Care 
of this Society applies itfelf, So extenfive an Un- 
dertaking, it is moft evident, muft be attended 
with a very confiderable Expence, towards which 
they have no other Fund but what arifes from 
their own Contributions, and thofe of other well- 
difpofed Perfons ; and if the whole Fund thus 
raifed be compared with the Works in which it 
has been employed, this will demonftrably thew, 
how frugally and prudently this great Defign has 
been carried on, and that the Monies given to- 
wards it have not been unneceffarily difpenfed or 
mifapplied. And whoever is able to form a true 
Judgement in a Work of this Nature, will ra- 
ther wonder the Society have been able to do fo 
much with fo flender a Stock, than ask, Why 
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Propagation of the Gofpel, Sc. 40% 
they have not done more? A Queftion unthinking: 
and unfriendly Men are forward to ask, partly 
from miftaking the true Defign of this Inftitution, 
and partly from not fufficiently confiderine the 
many and great Difficulties fuch a Work is una- 
voidably attended with. Some Men, from the 
Style of this Society, which is for propagating the 
Gofpel in Foreign Parts, are apt to think, that their 
chief, if not fole Bufinefs is, to convert the wild 
Indians, and expect to hear of whole Tribes and 
Nations of them brought over by their Miffiona- 
ries to the Chriftian ait But this is pure Mif- 
take : This Society, as I have already obferved, 
was incorporated for the Cultivation of the Chri- 
ftian Religion in our own Plantations ; and among 
our own People, in fuch Places where. they are’ 
fo poor as not to be able to maintain a Standing 
Miniftry themfelves, that the Knowledge of God, 
and a Senle of Virtue and Rcligion might be 
preferved among them, But if that had been the 
Defign of this Society, could it be expected they 
fhould propagate the Gofpel with the fame Suc- 
cefs, and make the fame quick Progrefs in the 
Converfion of Nations, as the firft Chriftians did ? 
They who think fo, know little of the Ule of 
Miracles, the only poflible Means of converting 
Multitudes at once, and fubduing whole Nations 
to the Obedience of the Faith in a few Years, or 
of the Ufe of the Gift of Tongues, when the World 
is divided into fo many Languages, which mutft 
be firft learned, before Converfions can poffibly 
‘be begun, It is evidently impoffible, that thofe 
who want thefe Gifts of Miracles and Tongues, 
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406 4 Sermon before the Society for 
fhould make Converts in fuch Numbers, or with 
fuch Difpatch, as thofe who had them, To thefe 
and other Differences between the primitive Times 
and thofe we live in, I wifh I could not add the 
very different Lives of the Generality of Chrifti- 
ans now from what they were then. This is not 
only one Difference, but next to Miracles and 
Tongues the greateft; there is a ftrange Charm in 
Picty and Virtue towards making Converts, where 
they fine out in an eminent Degree, in their ge- 
nuine and native Luftre. People, even wild and 
favage People, will flock in to a Religion, which 
they {ee has fo great an Influence on thofe who 
recommend it to them; whereas, on the other 
hand, they will fufpect, diflike, deteft a Religion, 
whofe Profeffors they fee, inftead of being made 
by it more than Men, are in their Actions worfe 
than Brutcs, defiled with all Manner of Vice, full 
of Avarice, Luxury, Intemperance, and Luft, and 
breathing nothing but Cruelty, Falfhood, and Re- 
venge. IT might add, that they who would con- 
vert now the /Vefl-Indian Nations, do not only 
want the Advantages they had in the primitive 
Times, but thac the Work itfelf is in many Re- 
{pects more difficult, Chriftianity at the Begin- 
ning, was propagated in a World made up, not 
of an infinite Number of little Clans, ufing dif- 
fercnt Languages, and thofe totally unlike our 
European Tongues, barbarous in themfelves, and 
‘independent of each other 5 but of great Nations, 
focaking many of them Languages that have great 
Aunty, civilized by Arts, familiarized to one 
ancthep by Commerce, and almoft all under one 
Government ; 
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Prepagation of the Gofpel, Sc. 407 
Government; which, to pafs by other Difficulties, 
makes the Converfion of the new World much 
harder than that of the old one. 

Bat this, as I have faid, is not the firft and prin- 
cipal Defign of this Society; their Bufinefs is to 
preferve a Senfe of Virtue and Religion, and the 
Knowledge and Worthip of the True God among 
our own People; and confiftently with this, in 
the next Place to endeavour the Converfion of their 
Negroes, and then of fuch Jadians as they have 
Commerce with, and who lie nzareft to them. 
Bat if we confine their Bufinefs within its firft and 
molt proper Bounds, it is then difficult enough, 
a great deal more than they feem to apprchend, 
who are moft ready to find Faule. Let them 
compare the Greatnefs of the Work with the 
Means furnifhed for carrying of it on, and they 
will fee, that the ordinary Fund of the Society 
will fcarce enable them to anfwer the many De- 
mands they have for Miffionaries in the poorer 
Settlements; much Icfs can they fend fo many as 
a due Performance of the publick Service, and the 
Inftru@tion of the People in Places of fo great 
Extent, reafonably require ; or give them /uch - 
lowances, ag fuch difficult, fuch laborious, and of- 
tentimes dangerous Services well deferve. And 
fill lefS able are they to maintain Schools and 
Matters fufficient for the Education of their Chil- 
dren, and to furnifh them with the proper Books ; 
much lef can it be expected they fhould provide 
a competent fupply of Catcchifts, though fo much 
wanted for the Inftruction of the Children of our 

own People, and abfolutely necefliry for the Con- 
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408 4 Sermon before the Society for 
yerfion of the Negroes. If the Contributions to 
this Society were double and treble to what they 
are, it is eafy to fee they might all be very uf- 
fully employed, though confined only to the We- 
Tudies. Jf therefore fo much has not been done, 
as could be wifhed, it is not the Fault of the So- 
ciety, but for Want of a fufficient Fand for it. 
But if thefe Things are fo ; if the Defign of 
this Society be fo excellent and ufeful in its End ; 
if this End be fteadily purfued by the moft pro- 
per Methods in their Powers if no Integrity or 
Zeal, no Care or Prudence has been wanting in 
the Execution of it; if the Monies given for car- 
rying on this Defign have been applied in the 
beft, the fairelt, the moft frugal Manner; if the 
End propofed cannot be otherwife purfued or at: 


tained than by the liberal Contributions of chaz 


yitable and well-difpofed Perfons; it is manifett 
this Charity has every Vhing in it fuch Perfons 
can with for, to recommend it to their Favour and 
Encouragement, Butif neither the Goodnefs of 
the Defign, confidered in itfelf, nor the Fitnefs of 
the Means by which it is conducted, nor the Im- 
poMibility of its being otherwife garricd on, can 
prevail with Men to contribute to it, let them, in 
the laft Place, confider the Obligations they are un- 
der to fupport it, and the Intereft which thems 
felves and thejy Country have in it. 

~ Can Men, who are in earneft Chriftians, not 
think it their Duty to propagate the Knowledge 
of Chriftianity ? Can Chriftians, I fay, think thus? 
for it is to them only I fpeak ; We do not expect 
rhat Nien, who do not believe the Golpel, or wha 
saaphenris | live 
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Propagation of the Gofpel, Sc. 409 
live as if they did not, fhould be zealous to pro- 
mote the Knowledge of it 5 that they, who would 
extinguifh, if they could, Chrittianity at home, 
would be forward to propagate the Knowledge 
and Practice of it in Foreign Parts: No, this 
would be to expe, that Satan fhould be divided 
againft himfelf: All one could ask of fuch Men, 
would be, not to obftruct what they will not pro- 
mote: But that is asking a great deal too muchs 
their Zeal for Infidelity carries them great Lengths ; 
they are not content to corrupt the Principles of 
the young People of their own Country, by writing 
and difperfing lewd, prophane, blafphemous Books, 
full of Infidelity and Atheifm, and all Impiety ; 
they have, with great Induftry and at a confider- 
able ’xpence, endeavoured to propagate Infidelity 
into thefe very Countries, as if it were to counter- 
mine the Meafures taken by this Society for the 
Propagation of Chriftianity. To fuch therefore 
we do not addrefs, but to the ferious and good 
Chriftian, to thofe who are fuch in Reality as well 
as Name. He who truly believes in Chrift him- 
felf, who thinks it his greateft Happinefs that he 
. was early called to the Knowledge. of the Gofpel ; 
who has a juft Senfe of the Demerit of Sin, and 
of the Difpleafure of God; that the Wages of 
Sin is Death, and that Pardon of Sin, and Salva- 
tion, are attainable only through Faith in Chrift : 
A Man with thefe Thoughts about him, muft needs 
be convinced, that it is his Duty to promote, as 
he has Opportunities, the Propagation of the Gof- 
pel ; his Love of God, and atrue Zeal for his 
Honour, his Faith and Hope in Chrift, will make 

him 
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him in the Sincerity of his Heart with, that bis 
Ways may be known upon Earth, and bis faving 
Health among all Nations. But if this Love of 
God and Faith in Chrift will powerfully engage 
him on this Side; fo Itkewife will his Humanity 
and Benevolence, the Love of his own Species, 
of Creatures made in all Things like himfelf, in 
the Image of the fame God, and as Men entitu- 
Jed to the fame Redemption by Chrift, upon per- 
forming the Conditions of it, Such a Man can- 
not behold infinite Numbers of his Fellow-crea- 
tures dead as it were while alive, and buried in 
Ignorance and grofs Darknefs, and not be fenfibly 
touched at their great Unhappinefs, Slaves to Sin 
and Satan, without any Knowledge of God, or 
any Senfe of Virtue. 

But if Chriftians, really fuch, could be infenfible 
of their Obligations to this Duty, (it is indeed im- 
poffible they fhould ; but if it could be) can it be 
thought for the Intereft of a Chriftian Country 
not to promote, by all proper Methods, the Know- 
ledge of the Gofpel in' Colomies derived from 
them, and preferve them in the Obedience of the 
Faith in Chrift? What can we think would be the 
Confequence, fhould that Day ever come, that 
shofe Countries fhould be totally overfpread with 
Infidelity and Irreligion, with Pagan Ignorance, 
and a Want of all virtuous and moral Principles? 
What Fidelity can Mafters expect from fuch Ser- 
vantsy or Princes from fuch Subjects? Will true 
Faith and Obedience to Man fubfift, when all 
Senfe of God. is loft ? Monftrous Suppofition ! The 
only true Security Matters and Princes can have in 
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ropagation of the Gofpel, ec. ar1 
Servants and Subjects, is a ftrong and lively Senfe 
that they are under the Eye of an All- fecing God, 
who will, if not in this Life, yet moft certainly 
at the Laft Day, feverely punith Falfhood and Dit 
obedience. And if this Senfe of an over-ruling 
Providence and a future Judgement be once ex- 
tinguifhed, no Superiors can be fafe i in the Pro- 
mifes, or Oaths, or any other the .moft folemn 
Engagements of thofe under them,: So that it is 
above all Things the Intereft of Princes, and of 
all other Perfons vefted with any Kind of Power 
and Authority, whether publick or domeftick, to 
cultivate the Principles of Religion in all who are 
in their Service, and under their Government. — It 
is therefore greatly the Concern of this Nation, 
and more particularly of thofe who have Poffef 
fions or Commerce in thofe Cauntries, to preferve 
and fupport the Knowledge and Practice of Reli- 
gion in them, And if this was not taken due and 
proper Care of in the firft Settlement of thefe Co- 
lonies, there is the more Reafon for them to con- 
cur heartily in the Meafures, which have been 
fince entred into for this good End. They ought 
not only willingly and chearfully, but thank fully 
to contribute towards it, fince fo neceffary an End, 
in which their own private Interefts are fo greatly 
concerned, may now, through the Care of this So- 
ciety, be effectually provided for, upon compara- 
tively eafy Terms, 
Nothing is truer than this, and yet there is but 
too much Reafon to fear, that Ch who are moft 
interefted in this Affair, are leatt fenfible of the 


great Importance of it, as . they thought their 
| Interetft 
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412 f Sermon before the Society for 
Intereft beft ferved by People moft devoid of the 
Knowledge of God, and of all Senfe of Religion: 
‘They do not indeed in direct Terms fay fo, but 
the Backwardnefs fome have fhewn to promote 
this good Work, and the Obftructions others have 
‘given to it, too evidently prove, that whatever 
their Pretences be, this in Reality is the true Rea- 
fon why they difcourage the Inftruction of thefe 
poor People in the Knowledge of Religion. But 
furély, if Men would thoroughly confider Things, 
they could not be in thefe Sentiments ; but Malt 
tt were, in fome Refpects, more for their worldly 
Intereft to keep thefe People in Ignorance of every 
Thing that leads towards God ae Virtue ; yet, 
af they had any true Senfe of Religion them. 
felves, or any Concern for the Souls of their Fel- 
Jow-creatures, (for fuch they are, how meanly fo- 
ever they may think of them) they could not be 
unwilling to procure to them the infinite and un- 
fpeakable Benefits Believers have in Chrift, at the 
Expence of fome little Inconvenience to them- 
felves. But this in Reality neither is, nor can be 
the Cafe; all the Service a reafonable Man, and 
one who has any Humanity, can expect, may and 
will be had from Servants under the Influence and 
Power of Religion ; and what cannot be expected 
from fuch Servants, fhould not be exacted from 
any. But this Subject has been fo well handled 
more than once in this Place, that I fhall not en- 
large farther on it. 

The Intereft the Publick has in thefe Colonics is 
of much greater Importance; it concerns thole 
therefore, who have the Intereft of their Country 
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Propagation of the Gofpel, Sc. 413 
at Heart, to confider well what will be the Con- 
fequence, with Relation to the Publick, of a ge- 
neral Decay of virtuous Principles, of the over- 
{preading of Infidelity, and of an univerfal Ieno- 
rance in Matters of Religion. Nothing can be 
more certain, than that there can be no Depen- 
dance on the Fidelity of a People fo corrupted ; 
but if even fuch a People could be depended on; 
if a People, who have no Senfe of God and Reli- 
gion left, could be faithful to their Mother-Coun- 
try, what Affurance have we, that, if neeleéted 
by us, they fhall not be feduced to Popery ; which, 
it appears by the Charter of this Society, was 
then apprehended would be one Confequence of 
our Neglect of them. We all know the indefa- 
tigable Induftry and Zeal af Popery in making 
Profelytes: We fee too much of this here at 
home, to make any Doubt of their Activity and 
Diligence, where they would have, through our 
Negligence, fuch promifing Hopes of a plentiful 
Harveft. And if thefe People fhould be thus fe- 
duced, what may we not then apprehend would 
be the Confequence ? Would they not be tempted, 
by the moft delufive Arts, to throw off. their De- 
pendance on Great Britain, and either to fet up 
for themfelves, or betray thofe Countries to our 
Enemies ? How ill we could bear the Lofs of thofe 
Countries, nobody can want to be told, who 
knows the Intereft we have in the Prefervation of 
them; but if it would be fo prejudicial to us not 
to have them with us, what would it be to have 
them: in an Enemy’s Hand, and turned againtft us ? 
Te would not perhaps be difficult to fhew, that the 

Cultivation 
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414 Sermon before the Society for 


Cultivation of Virtue and Religion in thefe Colo. 
nies is, in our Situaiton, the fureft as well as cheap- 
eft Way to preferve the Intcreft we have in them. 
But however that be, it mutt be allowed, that this 
is one great Means, one very proper Way, to fe- 
cure this important Article; and that is enough 
not only to make all Perlons, who have a warm 
Senfe of Religion upon their Minds themfelves, 
but all others alfo without Exception, who have a 
real Concern for the Intereft of their Country, 
Friends to this Society, and willing to fupport it 
by their Contributions, that they may be able not 
only to carry on, but to improve and extend the 
Defign they are fo worthily engaged in, 

But the beft Motive to this Charity is a Zeal 
for the Honour of God, and of our Saviour, and 
a Love and Concern for our Fellow-creatures, in 
Things of the utmoft Importance to them, on 
which both their prefent and future Happinefs, the 
moft folid Comfort under all Vicifficudes in this 
Life, and the Eternal Salvation of their Souls de- 
pends. This Motive, I cannot but hope, will 
have a due Influence on all ferious and well-difpo- 
fed Minds, and incline them ftrongly to give their 
VWelp towards the Maintenance of Miftionaries, 
where they are fo much wanted 5 Since there is na 
other Name under Heaven given among Men, whereby 
awe muft be faved, but the Name of the Lord ‘fefus 
Christ 5 neither is there Salvation in any other. But 
how foall they call on bim, of whom they have not 
heard , and how fhall they hear without a Preacher ; 
aud bow fhall they preach, except they be fent ? And 
‘ent, we are fenfible they cannot be, but throuch 
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Propagation of the Gofpel, Sc. 415 
the Benevolence of thofe who fhall liberally con- 
tribute towards it, fince no other Provifion is made 
for it. 

Confider of it, take Advice, and a& like Men who 
have a Zeal for God, and are defirous to exprefs 
the Sincerity of their Love to him by a fincere 
Love of their Brethren, who, however feparated and 
diftant in Place from them, yet are, by Nature 
and many other Ties, related to them, ‘That this 
pious and good-natur’d Zeal may be kindled in 
all our Hearts, to the Glory of the Father, who 
would bave all Men to be faved, and of the Son, 
who died for all Men, and commanded his Gofpel 
to be preached to all Nations, God of his infinite 
Mercy grant; to whom, with the Son and Holy 
Spirit be all Honour, Glory, and Power, now and 
ever, 
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4.16 A new Defence of the 


DEFENCE 


Lord Bithop. of Bangor’s Sermon on “fohn xviii, 
36. Confidered as ic is the Performance of a 
Man of Letters. 


CON TVA-I-N IPN-G 
An Examination of his Lordfhip’s Arguments 
againft Church-Authority in Matters of Religion. 


A Defence of the Power of the Magiftrate to enforce 
by Civil Sanctions, the Laws of God and Chrift, 


A Vindication of the Council of Nice, and feveral 
other important Points. 


Tis fo like nothing, that there’s nothing like it, 


in interes i the Bithop 
) of Bangor’s famous Sermon, 
that it is not eafy to know fo 
much as the Names or Num- 
ber of them ; I have often 
© wondered, that neither his 
p, nor any of his Friends, have ever once 


i, 
pleaded, what, in my humble Opinion, is the very 
bett 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 417 
beft Defence that can be made for it ; the great 
Hofte and Hurry in which it was compoted ; of 
which there are in every Part the molt vifible 
Marks ;. which plainly fhew it not to be the Refult 
of his L p’s maturer Judgment, but a Heap 
of loofe, general Thoughts, huddled up in a tw- 
multuary Manner, and thrown together for want 
of Time, without Art or Order. Sermons, in the 
Nature of them, are not expected to be exact and 
Jaboured Compofitions, much lefs to be juft Dif 
courfes or complete ‘Treatifes, efpecially when up- 
on difficult and nice Subjects, They are made 
to be heard, rather than to be reads and are too 
confined in the Length allowed to them, to take 
in a great Compafs of Matter: And Preachers 
are often forced to write upon very fhort Notice, 
or by unforefeen Impediments, thrown in their 
Way, are fo ftreightned in Time, efpecially fuch 
as live in the bright Parts of this bufy Town, that 
they are obliged to take up with their firft 
Thoughts as they arife, having no Leifure to digett 
or to correct them: Which unavoidably occafions 
oreat Inaccuracy 3 fo that neither the Sentiments 
nor Expreffions can be juft, nor the Difpofition of 
them proper, Hence it is that Preachers often per- 
form in a Manner much below themfelves, as well 
as below the Subject they have undertaken, 

And this appears to have been fo much the Bis 
fhop of Bangor’s Cafe in his late Sermon, fo far as 
one can judge by the Compofition itfelf, compa- 
red with his L p’s known Character; that J 
¢an truly fay, I very much expected his Lordfhip 
would have made this one Part at leaft of his De- 
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418 Anew Defence of the 


fence in his Anfwer to the Report of the Commit. 
tee; which, if he had done, it would doubtlefs 
have abated the Keenncls of his Adverfaries, and 
difarmed them in @reat Part of the fharp Refent- 
ments conceived againft him, as well as leffened 
the general Oifenee, which, it was ealy to forefee, 
would be taken at his Sermon, But his LI, Ps 
whether from his natural Yemper, or the Spirit 
of Controverly, which is become habitual to him, 
or from the Flattery of his weak Admirers, hath 
thought fic to take quite another Turn, and hath 
defended his Sermon with fuch an Air of Con- 
tempt and Superiority, as if every Part of it were 
perfectly well confidered, every Expreffion juft 
what it fhould be ; a Flag of Defiance is hung out, 
and his L p is refolved neither to take nor 
give Quarter, This being the Cafe, I cannot ex- 
pect his L———p’s Thanks for helping him to an 
Excufe he fcorns to ufe ; yet fo much am Ia Friend 
to the Liberty of the Underflanding, and to free En- 
quiries, and think fo much Indulgence due to all 
ingénuous Attempts of that Kind, that I cannot 
deny myfelf the Pleafure of offering to the World 
this new Argument in his L p’s Defence, even 
againtt his Will, and hope to convince others, if 
not himfelf, that when his L p compofed this 
Sermon, which has piven fo much Offence, he had 
a very good Right to this Plea, however he may 
have fince forfeited it, With this View I have re- 
confidéred his L p’s Sermon, and find my Sen- 
timents juft the fame they were upon the firtt Read- 

ing of it, 
‘His Lordthip having fomething vatrguaGHary to 
offer 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 4.19 
offer about the Nature of the Church, prepares his 
Hearers for it by a pompous Introduction, which 
makes about a fourth Part of the whole Sermon. 
This Introduction he begins with obferving, “ That 
“< one of thofe great Effects, which Length of Time 
$¢ is feen to. bring along with it, is the Alteration 
* of the Meaning annexed to certain Sounds, The 
« Signification of a Word, well known and un- 
“ derftood by thofe who firft made Ufe of it, is 
“ very infenfibly varicd by pafling through many 
*¢ Mouths, and by being taken and given by Mul- 
“© titudes in common Difcourfe.”” I fuppofe his 
i p would have fuid given and taken, but I ine 
tend not to infift upon little Things, which if I 
did, I fhould never have done. For what a Heap 
of Impropricties is there in thefe few Lines; in 
which Length of Time is faid to be feer, feen to 
bring along with it an Efe? , an Effeét which is 
promncedl by very infenfible, 7. e. invifible Degrees, 
and this called a great Effect, though the Nature 
of Language be fuch, that no Effect of Length 
of Time is more natural, or lefs furprifing, How 
much better this very common Obfervation might 
have been expreffed, his L——p may {ce in the 
elegant Words of A. Gellius, 113. ¢.29. Ani- 
madvertere eft pleraque vervorum Latinorum ex ea 
fi ghificatione, in qua nata funt, decefiffe, velin aliam 
longe vel in proximam, eangque deceffionem faclam effe 
confuetudine 8 infcitia temere dicentium, que cuimodt 
fiat, non didicerint, ? is not con- 
tent with a common Obfervation, tll he has made 

it his own, by an extravagant epithe of tt be- 
yond all Senfe and Traee Very tragical Effects 
Die are 
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are to be imputed to this Change of the Senfe affix- 
ed to certain Sounds: Jt bas Invapep. the moft 
facred and important Subjeéts, touches the very Vi- 
Tas of all that is good, and is ju going to take 
from Men’s Eyes the Bounpartiss of Right and 
Wrong, Direful Scene! Impending Danger ! Ruin, 
certain Ruin! Here is the julteft Caufe for Refftance 
in the World ; it cught in Duty to be refifted with a 
more open and undifeuifed Zeal, .What Room for 
Paffive Obedience in fo defperate a Cafe 2 Who can 
be angry at his i p’s refiiting Zeal, when it is 
fo very neceflary ? When the very Vitals of all that 
is good are invaded, and the Boundaries of Right and 
Wrong cannot a Minute longer be preferved, if not 
now bravely defended. As thefe Effects are very 
tragical, fo it was fit Caufes fhould be affigned pro- 
portioned to them, to juftify the better the Refitt- 
ance of this bold Invader. His L p therefore 
tells us, the great Inflruments of this Evil are the 
Tznorance and lWeaknefs of fome, and the Passions 
and Bap Desicns of others, One would think his 
1, p were giving an Account of the Male Ad- 
miniftration before the late happy Revolution ; but I 
would humbly ask, What Share the Paffions and 
bad Defigns of Men can have in an Iffect that is 
owned to have been produced by Length of Time, 
and by very éajfenfible Degrees ? Did defigning 
Men lay a Plot a thoufand Years ago to produce 
an infenfible Change in the Senfe of Words, to ferve 
fome wicked Purpofes, which were not to take place 
till many Ages after they were gone off the Stage? 
I do not know which 1s the ftranger of the two, 
to think Men capable of fuch Defigns, or that 

they 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 421 
they fhould be able to effeét them. I leave it to 
his L p to reconcile this either to common 
Senfe, or to his own Words. 

EAH, p having fhewn what imminent Dan- 
ger we are in from this great “vil, which is now 
at its Crifis; in the next Place points out, with 
a malterly Skill, the feveral Methods that ought 
to be purfued as the only Cure for it, He fends us 
to the Originals of Things, but does not tell us 
where they are to be found ; then to the Law of 
Reafon, which is ftill harder to be known, and is 
what every Schenift is pleated to make ic; ufeful 
Directions thefe for the illiterate Part of Mankind, 
whom his L p has taken into his more imme- 
diate Protection ; then we are fent to the Delara- 
tion of Jesus Curist. Thus his L p excludes 
the whole Old Teflament at once as ufelefg to the 
Cure of this great I’vil ; which is very flrange in 
a Writer, who had juft before fent us to sde Ori- 
ginals of Things. He adds, and his immediate Fol- 
lowers ; who thefe are his L p does not tell 
ws, but I will fuppofe he meant to take in all the 
Writings that make up the New Tefament; thele 
then are to be confulted on fuch Matters as took 
their Rife folely from thofe Declarations, 

Was his L———p afraid we fhould recur too 
often to thefe Writings, that he puts fuch a Limi- 
tation upon the Ufe of them ? If we ought to have 
Recourfe to them ia fuch Matters as only take their 
Rife from thofe Declarations, how comes his L——p 
to fetch from thence his E’xplications of Religion, 
Prayer, the Worfoip and Love of God? Do thefe 
take their Rife folely from the Declarations cf 
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Chrift, and his immediate Followers? Sure, they 
are all of older Date, have all a Place in the 
Law and the Prophets, and are founded in Reafon 
and the Light of Nature: Had I been in his 
ne p’s Place, inftead of fuch Matters, &c. I 
fhould have thought it much properer to have faid, 
in all Matters that aity way concern us as we are Chri- 
ftians. Theéfe are his L p’s Methods of Cure, 
but there is one very material Thing, which he 
feems to have forgot 5; what Helps we mutt ule 
for the right Underftanding thefe Declarations, 
when in Obedience to his Dire&ions we have 
Recourfe to them, This looks as if he thought 
there were no Occafion for any, as if nothing were 


sinbiguous or obfcure in the Language of the New’ 


Teflament, but all plain and eafy to the meanett 
Underflandings ; as if he took the New Teffament 
for a Treatile de Ufa Verborum, or that no Term 
were ufed, whole Senfe was not firft exadlly fettled 
and defined. or the Cafe, his L p fays, is 
plaialy this -——~ That the very fame Word remaining 
(which at first truly reprefented one certain Thing.) 
1 fhould be extremely obhiged to his I.——p, if 
he would give usa Catalogue of Words out of 
the New TZefament, that in his Opinion rcprefent 
but one certain Thing, and do that truly. I 
have read the New Tefament a little, and will 
take the Liberty to tell his L——p, what feems 
to be as yet a Secret to him, that the facred Books 
are not, as to the Style of them, writ either in the 
Fileganey of Oratory, or the Exadtnefs of Phi- 
Jofophy 5 and if his L———p will review St. Pau/’s 
Fooitles to the Corinthians, he will find that he 
: owned 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 4.23 
owned himfelf rude in Speech, and was far from 
thinking ita Difcredit to his Miffion, that he did 
not come to them in the Word of human Wifdom, 
Well, but according to his L p, the fame 
Word, by having Multiiudes of new inconfiftent Ideas 
in every Age and every Year added to it, becomes it- 
Self the greateft Hindrance to the true Underftanding 
the Nature of the Thing fifi intended by it. Jt 
would be a very entertaining Differtation, if his 
I.—p would in one or two Words only make an 
Evolution, and draw out into Array thofe Multi- 
tudes of Ideas (confiftent or inconfiftent I will not 
ftand for) that have in Length of Time been ad- 
ded to it, and give us a Chronological Series in 
what Age and Year each Addition was made. I 
have heard of Multitudes of Spirits ttanding upon 
a Needle’s Point, but never before of Multztudes 
of Ideas crowded into a fingle Word. Who can 
doubt, but that his L——p, if he had not writ in 
great Hafte, would have expreffed himfelf with 
more Juftnefs, and not have transformed two or 
three diflerent Senfes of a Word, which are gene- 
rally aualagous, and eafiy accounted for, into Mul- 
titudes of inconfiftent Ideas 2? If his L———p will 
pleafe to confule thofe who have fpent all their 
Time in the Study of the learned Languages, and 
have laboured with greateft Succefs in clearing up 
the Ambiguity of Words, and fixing the various 
Senfes of them, they will tell his L——p, that who- 
ever have given him this extravagant Account, 
have greatly mifinformed him, 

His L——p having in this Manner fet forth the 
Evil he complains of, the Caufes, Mffects, and 
Dd 4 Cures, 
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424 4 new Defence of the 

Cures, comes next to illuftrate what he has faid in 
the four Inftances I have already mentioned, Re/- 
gion, the Worfbip of God, Prayer, and the Love of 
God all very improperly chofen, and all treated 
with the utmoft Inaccuracy. For he has prepared 
his Readers to expect Inftances of new Senfes put 
upon old Words by Men of bad Defigns, to lead 
the People into Miftakes of the worft Confequence, 
by which the Vitals of all that is good are affected, 
and thefe Miftakes fo general and prevailing, that 
the wery Boundaries of Right and Wrong are upon 
the Point of vanifhing out of Sight. How now is 
this terrible Accufation made good ? What Pre- 
tence is there for charging the Clergy of the Church 
_ of England, who Fee omy from the Pulpit and 
Prefs more good practical Divinity, than any other 
Part of the Chriftian Werld does, or, I believe, 
ever did: What Pretence, I fay, is there for ants 
ging, the Clergy of the Lfablibed Church with fe- 
ducing the People into fatal Errors in any one 
of thefe Inflances? Or will his L——p fay, he did 
not mean that the People were mifoulded in them 
by their Teachers here in England ¢ If he will, what 
more need be faid to thew how improper they were 
for the Audience he was preaching to ? and how 
wide of the Mark he thould have aimed at ? But I 
have Reafon to think his L p too fincere, to 
fay, he intended this heavy Charge for foreign 
Countrics only, An unwary Reader might perhaps 
fancy | his l_—~-p meant only to Jafh the Corrup- 
tions of Popery 3 but they who. obferve how care- 
fully he has avoided to name Popery through th 
whole Sermon, though be could not but have ' 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 42% 
perpetually in his Thoughts all the Time he was 
writing, and are acquainted with the new Cane 
fome Perfons are io fond of, wiz, Proteftant Popery, 
(for every Thing is Popery they do not like ;) 
they who obferve and know this, will eafily fee, 
his Lordfhip meant his own Country and his own 
Church, a Share in every Part of his Charge ; 
and indeed there is no Poffibility of underftand- 
ing his L p otherwife, if we will fuppofe him 
to write pertinently. Here then are the Genera- 
lity of the Writers of the Eftablifhed Church ar- 
rained of defignedly feducing their Flocks in Mat- 
ters of the greateft Concern to their Salvation ; 
a beavy Charge, and at the fame Time fo light, 
that there is not a Grain of Truth in it: And if 
Iam not greatly miftaken, it is far from being 
true with refpect to Popery itfelf, which needs not 
to be mifreprefented, to make it more odious 
than it is. But let us fuppofe for once the Charge 
true, that the Teachers of the People have put the 
“Change upon them, and palmed new Senfes upon 
old Words ; What has his L pudone to fet 
the People right, and reftore thefe Words to their 
true Senfe ? 

Religion, his L p fays, zz St. James’s Days, 
qas Virtue and Integrity as to ourfelves, and Cha- 
rity and Beneficence to others ; before Gon even the 
Fatuer. And does his L p really think St, 
ames intended, in the Place referred to, to give a 

complete Definition of the Word Religion ? Or 
that gpucxela, which is the Word in the Original, 
is properly, in its firft and {lrict Senfe, the Vifitation 
of the Fatherlefs and Widows, and the Prefervation 
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426 Anew Defence of the 

of a Man’s Self from the Pellutions of the World ? 
St. James’s Meaning is fo plain, that he who reads 
the Context, bantiots miftake him if he would. He 
is exhorting thofe he writes to, to be Doers of the 
Word, and not Hearers only, v.22. For as he faid 
in the next Chaptcr, v. 14. Faith aloue cannot pro- 
jit a Man without Works 5 and therefore if a Man 
bridle not bis Tongue, or offend in any other Point 
of what is commanded by God’s Law, that Man’s 
Religion is vain; he does not fay he has no Reli- 
gion, but that ic will do him no Good. Our Re- 
ligion, to be acceptable to God, mult be pure and 
undefiled 5 and to make it fuch tn the Sight of God, 
it muft be accompanied with Purity and Charity, 
The Apoftle therefore tells us in thefe Words, not 
what Religion is, but what is effential to it, to 
make it fuch as God will accept. But there are 
two other Things deferve our Obfervation in this 
Sentence of his L p’s 3 one is, that if this be 
a complete Berenice of Religion, then the Belief 
of a future State is not neceflary to a true Idea of 


Religion ; the contrary of which is not only true | 


of the Chrifiian Religion, but in his L——p’s 
Scheme is fo effential to all Religion, that he has 
put upon that fingle Point great Part of his De- 
fence. Another ‘Vhing I would obferve is, that 
his L———p has fo perverted the Order of St. 
Femes’s Words, that they are hardly Senfe, purely 
to enforce them into the Service of the ze Doc- 
trines. St, anes does not fay Religion 1s Virtue, 
and Charity before God ; but that the Religion, 
which is pure and undefiled before God, 1s this, to 
wifst, &c. And it had been no Way improper, if 

St. 
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Lifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. A297 

Se Saimes had added, and defore our Lord Fefus 
Christ, after the Example of St. Pau/, who, in his 
Epiftles to Timothy, has feveral Times this Expref= 
fion, L charge thee before God and the Lord Fe ‘Jus 
Chriff. Whatever his L.——p may think, wR 
@26 x, Kase had been no more injurious to the 
Father’s eee than edmoy O28 4 Kess, OF 
than the dpe Oz? % Keec#, which we meet with fo 
often in the Epiftles. His L p goes on thus ; 
By Degrees tt 1s come to fignify in mo Countries che 
Perforinance of almoft every Thing except Virtue and 
Charity. Yell us, my Lord, one fuch Country, 
where Chriftians are fo ill taught, and by what 
egrecs this Alteration, in the Senfe of the Word, 
was made. His L——p’s Proof really proves the 
contrary. 4 puntiual Exaéinefs in a Regard to par- 
ticular Times, Places, Forms and Modes, is recom- 
mended and praifed under the avowed Name of Ex- 
TERNAL ReELicion, His L—-——p, to prove 
his Point, fhould have faid, under the Name of 
pure and undefiled Religion in the Sight of God. 
But this was too asta’ even for his L p 
to afirm. He allows, it is called external Relia 
gion, which is as plain a Diftin¢tion as could be 
made, to prevent Peoples placing all Religion in 
Externals ; which the Corruption of Men’s own 
Hearts, not the bad Defigns of their Teachers, 
make them too apt to do, But his L p is 


highly offended at the Conjunction of thefe two 


Words; he declares God bas put them efunder, 1 
ask where, or rather do affirm, that he has done 
it no where. No Expreflion can be more proper ; 
and God never feparates what Reafon joins. His 
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428 A new Defence of the 
iB p proceeds: id accordingly the Notion of a 
religious Man differs in every Countrey, just as much 
as Times, Piacrs, Cerrmoniess, and Imacina- 
ry AusTeritigs, &c. are different. If his L—p 
would have writ confiftently, he fhould have faid, 
and accordingly an external Religious Man ; and 
even then there had been no Senfe or Truth in his 
Obfervation : A Man ¢ruly and internally religious, 
means, in all Countries, a Man who ferves God con- 
{cientioufly, according to the beft of his Know- 
ledge, and the Religion he profeffes ; and an ey- 
ternally Religious Man is, in all Countries, one that 
obferves the Externals of Religion, according to 
the Ufage of the Church of which he is a Member. 
By the way, I believe his L— p would think 
thefe imaginary Auflarities, were he to make the 
Tryal, very real ones; at leaft the Expreffion im- 
plies, that he thinks there are fome fuch, which, 
in a Lent Sermon, it might have become his L—p 
“to have recommended in fome Degrees as proper 
to that holy Seafon, His L—p adds, Tho’ a Man 
iruly religious in other Re/pects, may make U/e of fuch 
Things, yet they cannot be the least Part of his Keli. 
gion, properly Jo called, any more than bis Food, or 
his Raiment, or any other Circumstances of bis Life. 
With what Unfairnefs does his L p thift his 
Terms? External Religion, religious, truly religious 5 
the material Word that the Argument turns upon, 
is firft dropped, then one of a contrary Nature is 
fhuffled in; but thefe are little Things: It is of 
more Moment to obferve with what Contempt 
his L——p treats the Rites and Ceremonies, and all 
thofe outward Acts of Religion, without which 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 429 
publick Worfhip cannot fubfifl, a Adan truly reli- 
gious may make Ufe of them; ergo, ‘may not: But I 
take Leave to fay, he muft ufe them, it is the Du- 
ty of every Man to perform external as well as in- 
ternal Worfhip ; the Nature and Defign of Reli- 
gion, the Honour of God and Good of Men 
make it neceflary. 

Thus his L p has performed in his firft In- 
{tance 3 and it were eafy to fhew, if it would not 
be too tirefome to the Reader, as well as myfelf, 
that he has fucceeded no better in every Part of 
the reft; all have in them the fame Marks of Hatte, 
and an Inaccuracy very ill becoming one who has 
taken the Cenfor’s Part, and falls with fo heavy a 
Hand upon all in general, without Diftin¢tion or 
Exception. His fecond Inftance is the /Vorfhip 
of God, which was in our Saviour’s Time the Wor- 
fhip of the FATHER in Spirit and in Truth, What 
Ufe now does his Lordfhip make of this ? Why, 
in many Chriftian Countries the Worfbip of God is 
indeed the Negle& and the Diminution of the Fa- 
THER, and the Worfbip of other Beings befides, and 
more than the Faturer. Had his L p meant 
this as a Reflection on Popifh Countries only, it is 
not to be imagined he would not have faid fo. His 
ibe p therefore, in bis many Countries, mutt be 
underftood to include many Proteftant Countries : 
But this is not in the leaft Degree true of them, 
unlefs it be efteemed a Diminution to the FaTuHER, 
that they worbip the Son alfo which they do in 
Conformity to the Cathelick Church of all Ages, 
and in Obedience to our Saviour’s own Words, 
that Men foould honour the Son even as they ee 
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£30. A new Defence of the 

the Father, But this Doctrine his Lordhhip, it 
feems, does not like, as 1 have already hinted 
upon the firft Inftance; if le did, as hafty and 
unaccurate as Ethink he was in penning this Ser- 
mon, ‘fefis Christ mutt have had fome Place in 
his Oblervations upon Keligion, the Worfbip of 
God, and Prayer ; which is his L—p’s third 
Inftance. 

Prayer, he tells us, iz all our Lord’s Direftions 
about it, was a Cam, Unpisrurgep Appress 
to Gop, under the Notion of aFaTHER, expreffing 
thofe Sentiments and lVijbes before him, which every 
fincere Mind ought to have, ‘Vhat Prayer is an Ad- 
drefs to God, is very true, and needs not the Au- 
thority of Scripture to prove it: What his L. P 
would have us learn from thence is, that it is 2 
cali and undifturbed Aldrefs, dare fay his L—p 
is the firft that ever thought that ca/m and wn- 
difturbed were Charaéferisticks of Prayer, much 
lefs could any one, without his L———p’s Penetra- 
tion, have deduced them from any Words of our 
Saviour, Calm and undifturbed are as proper to 
any other Acts of Religion, or of civil Life, as they 
are to Prayer ; and were it otherwife, there is not 
the Jeatt Tittle in Scripture to countenance his 
iL -p’s Affiertion, We are there commanded 
to pray always, and not to faint, wi euxaxciy we 
read of iaut and earneft Prayer, éuriviis, ev énvevelas 
of the Elect crying to God Day and Night 5 of our 
Saviour himfelf offering up Prayers and Supplica- 
tion with firong Crying and Tears; who recom- 
mends great Jimportunity in Prayer by a very re- 
markable Parable, to encourage us not to give 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 4.9% 
over in Defpair, if we are not prefently heard, J 
fay unto you, though he will not rife and give dim, 
becaufe be is bis Friend yet becaufe of bis Im vor- 
TUNITY, Dé ys # avabSeaaw wat, be will rife and 
give him as many as he needs, Luke xi. 8. And 
St. ames exhorts us to pray for one another, be- 
caufe the effectual fervent Prayer of a righteous 
Man availeth much 5 ums dnats ewepyseddu the 
Force of which laft Word it is hard to reach in a 
Tranflation. I would fain know from which of 
thefe Places, and by what Art his I. p ex- 
tracted his calm and undifturbed 2? Does he really 
think fuch a Charaéter the proper Figure of a Per- 
fon feecking to God for Help in Diftrefs, or for 


_ Pardon under a Senfe of Sins ? Does he think cay 


and undifturbed fat wpon the Vifage of the Daughter 
of Sien, when fhe cries out in the Lamentations, 
Bebold, and fee, if there be any Sorrow like unto my 
Sorrow ;—-—— Bebold, O Lord, I am in Diftrefs ; 
my Bowels are troubled within me, ‘for I bave grie- 
voufly rebelled 2 Was calin and undy urbed the’ Ap- 
pearance of the Prophet Feremiab, when he la- 
ments before God the Sins of his People in thefé 
pathetick Words, O that my Head were Water, 
and mine Fyes a Fountain of Tears, that I might 
weep Day and Night for the Slain of the Daughter of 
my People? Did the Ideas of calm and undifturbed 
ever arife in his L——-p’s Mind upon reading the 
Prayers of Hezekiab, Ezra, Habakkuk, or Daniel ? 
Do thefe Words in any wife reprefent the Addref- 
fes of holy David to his God, with which the 
Book of Pfalins is filled, who pours out his Com- 
plaints in the Anguith of his Soul, and waferes 8 
Couch 
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Couch with Tears Day and Night 2? I cannot but 
wonder that his L p fhould forget this Book 
when he was writing upon Prayer, fince the Cbri- 
Jtian Church has always thought it an invaluable 
Treafure of Devotions, and it is made a conftant 
Part of our own publick Service. But to fet this in 
another Light ; his L—p has feen, no doubt, a 
great many fine Paintings by the beft Hands; I 
would therefore humbly ask, if he ever read calin 
and undifiurbed in the Countenances of a Madonna 
or a Magdalene, drawn at their Devotions by Ka- 
phael, Titian, Caraccio, or any other of thofe great 
Matters, who became fuch, by being great Ma- 
fters of Nature ; and by being able to give to eve- 
ry Action and Affection its proper Character ? But 
this is the leaft Fault in his L p’s Account of 
Prayer, that Devotion and Earneftne/s have no Part 
ine steed here cigenot mi Word sof thats Faith, on 
which the Scriptures put the Efficacy of Prayer, 
nor of Fefus Chrift who is our Advocate, our Me- 
diator, our High Prieft, in whofe Name our Pray- 
ers, by his own exprefs Command, are to be offer- 
ed to the Father, and through whofe Merit and 
Interceffion they are accepted. If his Lordfhip 
had drawn his Account of Prayer fion the Phi- 
lofophers, Zevs Bamarcus ae wdvedad, &c. I fhould have 
had nothing to except to it; but for a Chriftian 
Bi thop to give us a Defcription of Prayer, in which 
there 1s nothing of Faith or of Fefus Chriff, is 
I confefs, Aled ine g, and that at a Time when he 
is undertaking to fet us all right, and to give us 
true Notions of Things, in great Pity and Com- 
paffion 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 4.33 
paffion to us, for the Ignorance and Delufion we 
are under. 

In the laft Place, his L Pp inftances in the 
Love of God and of our Saviour, and would per- 
fuade us, the Love of him is nothing elfe dur keeping 
bis Commandments, becaufe our Saviour fays, If ye 
love me, keep my Cominandments. Strange Logick | 
The beft Proof of the Sincerity of our Love of 
God, is to keep bis Commandments : Therefore the 
keeping God’s Commandments is a juft and ade- 
quate Idea of the Love of God. If his L P 
will read again St. Fobn’s firft Epifile, he will find 
the Notion of the Love of God was not left {o je- 
june as he has reprefented it: But it is very ftrange 
his L p fhould net for the Love of God fend us 
to God’s own Command about it 5 which requires 
a greater Degree of Love than any other Words 
can well exprefs, with all the Heart, and Mind, 
and Soul, and Strength, But this agrees fo ill with 
his L p’s Account, that it was thought perhaps 
more prudent to omit it. Jt is no new Obfervation 
upon his L p, that he never thinks he op-+ 
poles one Extreme enough, if he does not run 
himfelf into the other, 

I have now done with his Lordfhip’s Inftances, 
when I have obferved one Thing common to them 
all, which is, that his L p is totally miftaken, 
when he imputes the Change of Sen/fe, in each of 
them, to gradual Alterations made in feveral Ages, 
ata Diftance from our Saviour’s Time ; there be- 
ing no one of them, which was not, in and before 
our Saviour’s Time, as liable to his L——p’s Charge, 
as they are now; and the Reafon is plain, for the 
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Abufes of each of them arife cither from the Su- 
perftition, or from the Corruption and Hypocrify 
of Men. But the fame Caufes will in all Times 
produce the fame Effects. 

Such ts his L p’s Introduction, in every Part 
of it very highly unbecoming, to {peak in his L, p’s 
Language of the Lord Bifhop of Oxford, p. 268. 
Al Bifbop, a Divine, and Scholar 3 a Heap of: haf ¥ 
Reflections, and rafh Cenfures, juft and true of the 
Teachers of no Church, moft unjuft and falfe of 
the Clergy of the Church of England. His L—p’s 
only Defence for this, I take to be, that he writ in 
ereat Hafte, and with as great Sincerity as is con. 
fiftent with Non-Examination ; for I verily believe, 
and hope his Readers will have Candour enough 
to believe fo too, that his L p has not offend- 
ed againtft Knowledge. 

Bat let us fee now what End this mighty Appa- 
yatus is to ferve. His L p has raifed the At- 
tention of his Reader to the Fleight, and prepared 
him to expect flrange Difcoveries of the Aufes 
of the Word Church, a Hiltory of the gradual 
Alterations made in the true Sente of it, and a 
Catalogue of the many bad Defigns they were cal- 
culated for: In fhort, that he would lay open 
a horrid Scene of Prieftcraft, which hath con- 
founded the Boundaries of Kight and Wrong, and 
touched the Vitals of all that is good; and then, 
produce an infallible Cure for the greateft of Evils, 
and fix the ftandard, genuine Senfe of this im- 

ortant Word in fuch a Manner, as to put it out 
of the Power of the Clergy or the Magi/trate to 
abufe it any longer, We are made to expect no- 
thing. 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 4.38 
thing lefs than a fovercign Antedote for the moft 
ignorant, againft the Delufions impofed on them by 
their Pricfts, and an effectual Security for all Per- 
fons from the Power affumed by the Magiftrate in 
Matters of Religion, All this we expect, but ex- 
pect in vain: And this long Introduction is really 
an Introduction to nothing, but this one extrava- 
gant Affertion; that the Notion of the Church of 
Curist has fince his Time been Jo diverfified by the 
various Alterations it hath undergone, that it is al- 
anoft impoffible fo much as to number up the many ine 
Lonfifient Images that have come by daily Additions ta 
be united together in it, Irnages, various, inconfilt- 
ent, xumberlefs! All this we are to believe upon his 
L p’s bare Word. In p. 5. he fpeaks of incon- 
Jiftent Ideas added every Age and every Year 5 I won- 
dered at his Moderation, in not adding, and-every, 
ay ellis p has here fupplied that Defect, 
and tells us, daily Additions have been made to the 
Notion of the Church, inconfiftent with it, and 
with one another : Now every Tittle of this may 
be falfe, for any Thing his L, p has faid to prove 
it true. What mutt a fober Man and a Scholar 
think, to fee a Chriftian Bifhop arraign in this Man- 
ner all the Churches in the Chriffian World, with 
out the leaft Proof for what he fays? For his Ac- 
cufation takes in Protestants as well as Papifts, and 
the Church of Lugland as well as any other. Vor 
if his L-—-p did not intend to fix this Charge on 
the Proteftant Churches, why did he not except 
them? If the Church of England was not to be 
included in the Accufation, why did he not vouch- 
{afe to take fome Notice of that grave, and plain, 
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and honeft Definition of the Church, which is gi- 
ven us in the Articles 2? ‘ Where it is faid to be a 
“* Congregation of faithful Men, in which the 
*¢ pure Word of God is preached, and the Sacra- 
“ments be duly miniftred according to Chrift’s 
“© Ordinance, in all thofe Things that of Neceflity 
“are requifite to the fame.”” Who were to preach 
and adminifter, is declared in another Article. In 
Charity to his L PelLam willing to believe, 
that he fpoke without Book, and neither looked 
into the Corpus Confeffionum to fee the Senfe of fo- 
reign Protefiants, nor once thought ef our own 4- 
ticles. If he had done either, fo groundlefs a Charge 
could not poffibly have come from one of his 
1.———p’s great Mecknefs and Integrity. Well, 
fince we muft not have the Pleafure to fee thefe 
many fal/e Images of the Church expoled as they 
fhould have been, we may hope at leaft for the Sa- 
tisfaction of feeing the true Image of the Church 
fet forth in its primitive and firft Beauty, ftripped 
of all the falfe Additions, which in fucceeding 
‘Times it has been defaced with. And his L—p has 
indeed {tripped it of all Additions, and left it fo na- 
ked, that it is really rudis indigeflaque moles, a prima 
materia, not only without Comlie/s, but without 
Form: It is, he fays, the Number of thofe who beheve 
Chrift to be the Meffiah; that is, the Mefiah to be 
the Mefiab. By this admirable Detinition any Num- 
ber of Men who affent to thefe two Words, are as 
truly the Church of Chrift, as any other Number ; 
and every Number may fubfift in a Way agreeable 
to the Will of Chri, without Governors or M1- 
nifters 5 an iufituted Religion has no Lnfhitutions 
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Bifhop of Bangor’s Sermon. 437 
neceffary to it; and nothing is to be done in the 
Church by any body, but what may as well be 
done by every body: Nor are any Creeds, or any 
forms neceflary, not the fhorteft daptifinal Creed, 
not the Form of Baptifin in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Gholt 5 nothing is neccffary but 
to believe Christ, (he fhould have faid Fe/as) to be 
the Mefiab. And in this it mutt be confefled his 
Te p follows great Mafters, the Leviathan, and 
the Author of the Rights, befides fome others, who 
are known Enemies to Creeds, ‘and the Faith 
taught in them 5 which they would reduce into 
one Article, as the moft effectual Way to fink all 
Revealed Religion into what they call Natural, and 
bring down Chnifhanity to meer Deifm, which 
fhall be juft what they pleafe to make it. This 
made them fo fond of this Doétrine of one Article, 
in which, as they followed no Chriftian Bifhop, fo 
no Chriftian Bifhop before his L—p has followed 
them. Burt to examine into the true Senfe of this 
one Article, which it might be more excufable in 
the Leviathan, &c. not to do 5 does his L, P 


‘confider, what 2 Complication of Ideas is contain- 


ed in the Word Meffiah 2? Does he confider it in- 


cludes all that was foretold of him in the ancient 


Prophecies ? Does he confider, that the Meffia’ 
was from'the Beginning believed to be the Sow of 
God? Does he remember, that St. %od2 makes the 
Belief of this effential to the Being of a Chriftian ; 
and that he thercfore wrote his Gofpel, shar Men 
might believe that Selus zs the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing they might Lave Life through 
bis Name ? Does not this fame Apoftle tell us, that 
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4.38 A new Defence of the 

this Son of God was the Word, or Locos made 
Filefh ; and that this Locos was in the Beginning 
with God, and was God, and that all Things were 
made by bin? Does not the fame Apoitle ftyle 
him, on this Account, the only begotten Son of 
God, tev wovotvi > And is not this Expreffion q 
Part of the fhorteft Creed that ever was ufed -by 
Christians, who have thereby declared the Belief 
of the Divine Generation of the Son, to be an ef 
fential Article of Faith ? All this therefore is ne- 
éeffarily included, befides:many other Articles, in 
believing J efus to be the Meffiah, 

‘But ae is another Thing very obfervable in 
this Definition, in which I Bion not whom his 
1s p follows : He drops a Word, which has al- 
ways been thought neceflary to it, and fubftitutes 
another in tke Room of it, which is by no means of 
the fame Import; the Church wit him is not the 
Congregation, or Company of Men, Coetus Fidelium, 
which implies Unity; but a Numéer only ; by 
which the Reader lofes Sight of that Union which 
is effential to the Conftitution of a Church, But 
this 1 am fenfible muft not be imputed to any In- 
‘accuracy in his L p, nor indeed any other De- 
fe&t that there may feem to be in this Definition : 
Yor if there be any two Lines in the whole Ser- 
mon better confidered than the reft, we may be 
{ure they are thefe, which are laid down to be as 

it were the Bafis of the Babel Scheme, His L—p 
therefore with great Judgment declines to ufe the 
Word Congregation, or any other of like Import, 
that might make the Church be taken for a Soci- 


ety, lett “he Reader fhould from thence be led to 
think 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. '439 
think it had fome Refemblance to other Societies, 
and by confequence had its Governors ; a Confe- 
quence to be abhorred by all good Men who are 
in his 1 p’s Sentiments. 

As this Alteration of the Catholick Language, in 
the Definition of the Church, is made not through 
Hafte but with Delign ; fo every one of the Omif- 
fions I have oblerved in it, muft be allowed to 
have its End: The laft of them is to ftrike off all 
other Articles of Faith from being made Terms of 
Communion 3; the fecond, to remove all Obliga- 
tion to the Obfervance of ftated Forms and Cereimo- 
gies in that publick Worfhip; that every one wha, 
calls himfelf a Chriflian, may be indulged all the 
Privileges of Church-Communion, without con- 
forming to any regular Adminiftration of the Sa- 
craments, or to the Ufe of the Sacraments them- 
felves. But the firft Omiffion is the principal, 
being of moit Ufe to fecure the other two. For if 
‘there be no Miniflers appointed by Chri for the 
well governing of his Church, they have then no 
more Authority to teach, or cenfure, or prefcribe, 
than what the prefent Humour of the People will 
pleafe to give them ; there is an End of all Spiritual 
Difcipline, and they may be laid afide at Pleafuré : 
And thus there is an End of thofe Creed-making 
Priefts, who are fuch an Offence to fome of his 
I.—p’s great Admirers. Nor will thofe who are 
in his L—.p’s Sentiments allow the Cru: Magi- 

ftrate to fupply the Want of that Authority, which 
is denied to them ; for they loudly declare, and 
without Ceremony, that Matters of Religion are 
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440 A new Defence of the 

‘Thanh p did intend to make his Defi-« 
nition of the Church thus eafy to all Sorts of Pco- 
ple, making a bare Profeffion of the Name of Chrif, 
the Thing fpeaks itfelf: But that I may not be 
charged with imputing to his L p Defigns he 
does not own, I leave it to the Reader to judge of 
the Definition by the Ufe that is made of it, and 
the Doctrine it 1s adapted to. But before I take 
Leave of it, I cannot but obferve, with fome Sur- 
prize, that as carefully as ir feems to have been 
confidered, there is one Thing not in it, which was 
molt to be expected; nothing of the Church’s be- 
ing a Kingdom, which yet, in the following Dif- 
courfe, is made the very Effence of it. Which 
makes me fufpect, that this Definition was not firft 
made now, but was an old one his L p kept 
by him in Peffo: For had it been made now, his 
a6 p would rather have faid, that the Church 
was the Number of thofe who believed Chrif ta be 
their King, than to be the Mefiah. This would 
have made it fill more agreeable to his L p’s 
Aroument, and the Dottrine it is to ferve, which 
is this, That in the Church of Chrift no Perfon or 
Perfons bave an abfolute Authority to make Laws, or 
tuterpret, or judge in Affairs of Confcience, and eter- 
gal Salvation 5 end that no Chrifiians abjolutely, in- 
difpenfably, implicith, blindly, without Confidera- 


7 


jon, and without Examination, are bound to obey 
the Decisions of Aen in thefe Points. In which 


Affertion there is no Obfcurity, except in thofe, 


Wards, Affairs of Confeience, and eternal Salvation 
which elfewhere is expreffed by Matters relating 
tg the Favour of God, and their eternal Salvation, 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. a4. 
Which Words I either do not underftand, or 
they take in every Thing that can be thought 
of, except fuch Matters as in their Nature are 
perfectly indifferent : And even thofe too, if the 
Perfons, to whom they are enjoined, fhall take 
it into their Heads, that they are not indifferent. 
‘However, this Limitation which his I, p has 
put, though upon his Principles it really ends in 
nothing, neceflarily fuppofes the Church he is 
fpeaking of, to be the wifble Church ; it is that 
therefore of which his Definition muft be under- 
flood ; and the Church, as it is zvvifible, is quite 
‘out of the Queftion. 
tis theirs nice Ls p’s Noftrum, the grand 
Secret, which wanted {fo large an Introduétion. It 
‘is this all our Expectations end in. His L—-p is 
to be efteemed the great Deliverer and Reftorer of 
of the human Underftanding from the Slavery of 
Prieftcraft, for daring to deny and difprove a 
fiupid, fenfelefs Affertion, which no Church, I be- 
lieve no Man, was ever weak or wicked enough to 
affirm. I know Popery is to bear all ; but if his 
ae p knew more of it than he feems to do, he 
would know how to diftinguifh between the Court 
of Rome, and the Church of Rome 5 and would not 
want to be told, that feveral Parts of the Romijb 
Church have vigoroufly oppofed the Tyranny of 
the Papacy, and the ab/olute, unlimited, blind, Obe- 
~ dience it requires of them, But whatever any par- 
ticular Writers of the Church of Rome may have 
faid, till his L p produces an Inftance from 
fome one of them, I thal! never believe that any, 
-even of that Church, will own the Foundling in 
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442 A new Defence of the 
the Fool’s Coat, in which his L—p has dreffed 
it up. 

But whatever the Pope’s Creatures may fay in 
Defence of his pretended ab/olute, unlimited Autho- 
rity; what is this to the Reformed Churches, and 
in particular to the Church of England 2? Has the 
any where claimed fuch an Authority, or have her 
Writers done it for her? Has not his L p, in 
his Anfwer to Dr. Suape, roundly declared, That be, 
(the Doctor) imdeed all, even every Man of the 
Church of England, come into the fame Condemnation 
«vith him, if it be a Crime to deny, in any Perfons, in 
Mlutters of Confcience, an abfolute Authority, to which 
«@ blind, implicit Obedience is indtfpenfably due ? 
ws he difclaims and difdains himfelf any fuch Claim, 
fo does, he believes, every one of bis Brethren that 
what he maintains is the very Principle of the Pro- 
‘teftant Church of England, as well as the Ground- 
xvork of the whole REroRMaATION. ‘Thefe are plain 
Declarations, that even his L p being Judge, 
no Member of the Church of Lugland does or can 
‘affirm, what he is at fo much Pains to deny, I 
-muft own Iam not fure what his L p means 
by his Proteffant Church of England, becaufe I 
know but one; and I remember his L——p elfe- 
where fays, the Church of England, truly fo called ; 
This is fuch a Way of fpeaking, as juftly creates a 
“Sufpicion of fome fecret Meaning in it. Asa 
Man would, with good Reafon, be fufpected of 
Difaffection to his Majefty, and to mean the Pre- 
tender, who, in fpeaking of the King, fhould af- 
feet to fay, the King of England, truly fo called, 
‘But [have fuch an Opinion of his L p’s Sin- 

cerity, 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 44.9 
cerity, that I would rather think thefe Additions an 
Exuberance of Style, than a Suppreffion of his real 
Sentiments. 

sohus=hisL p oppofes, with great Pomp, 
what by his own Confeffion nobody maintains, Be 
it fo ; is not any Man at Liberty to defend a Truth, 
becaufe it is allowed and confeffed‘to ‘be a Truth ? 
Yes, no doubt, his L p may, ‘if he pleafe, not 
only declare, in very {trong and folemn Terms, that 
two and two make four, but may farther make an 
elaborate and large Proof‘of it. But if he fhould, 
he mutt give his Readers leave to fmile a little, to 
fee a Man of Figure and Learning take fo much 
Pains about fo plain a Thing, and then-value him- 
felf upon it, as if it'were a great Difcovery. But 
‘that is not all, his L—p does not only ‘take 
‘much Pains to’prove othing, which would only 
‘be diverting his Readers at hisown Expence, which 
he has an undoubted Libérty to do ; but at the 
fame Time cafts odzous Colours upon the whole 
‘Body ‘of Proteffant ‘Churches, and the Proteftant 
‘Church of Zxgland in‘particular, as if the contrary 
to what his L p aflerts, were the current Doc- 
trine of all or moft of them. A Man may make 
as free as he will with himfelf, but I know no 
Right he has to do fo with others: His L p 
does more than infinuate in his Sermon, and in 
his Defences of it, that all Churches do in Deed, 
though not in Word, affume to themfelves the 
Authority he is oppofing ; and, in Truth, if he 
did not think fo, it would be hard to fee what 
Senfe there can be in fuch an affected Oppofi- 
tion, But it is Time to fee how his L p 
“executes 
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444. 4 new Defence of the 

executes his grand Dulin, and how he proves the 
Church hus not this abrclute Authority. Now for 
this, he chutes a Text in which he fuppofes the 
Church is reprefented under the Image of a King- 
dom for doiag which, he gives this Reafon, That 
it hath not been fo much ufed, and confequently not fo 
such defaced, It is true, it has not been fo much 
ufed, but the Reafon is, becaufe it is of all others 
the moft improper, and the moft liable to be 
abufed: In Truth, no Scripture Image of the 
Church has been perverted to fo ill Purpofes, or 
in the Nature of it could be. And his I, p 
might, from the Apoftles never arguing from it, 
eafily have concluded one of thefe two Things, 
either that it is really no Image of the Church, 
or that the ill Ufages it might be wrefted to, to 
make it fafer to ufe any other, We need but 20 
back to the late Times of Confufion to fee the 
Truth of this, when this Image of the Kingdom 
was made the Firebrand to inflame the Minds of 
the People with a mad Zeal, and bewitch them 
into the wildeft Sedition and moft extravagant 
Enthufiafm. How is L p came not to be 
aware of this, who no doubt is well read in our 
Englifo Hiltory, and particularly in that of thefe 
Times, I know not; but if he had reflected on 
thofe Times but a very little, I fhould think it 
muft have cured him of his Fondnefs for this 
Image, as well as of an wubounded Liberty in thefe 
Matters, which he would fain have tried for this 
Reafon, becaufe it never has been tried ; which, 
were it true, is, in my humble Opinion, a very 
good Reafon why it never fhould. It is dangerous 
making Experiments in Government; and as no 
| Prince 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 44.0 
Prince, who was a Friend to Chriftianity, has 
been weak enough to do it yet, fo I truft none 
ever will: But what his L p would have tried, 
has been tried, fufficiently at leaft for an Experi- 
ment. The Times of Rebellion were Times of the 
utmolt Confufion, not only in Civil, but Religious 
Matters. There was in fome Part of thofe Times 
full Liberty for all Perfuafions, every Body did 
what was right in his own Eyes, which produced 
fuch an innumerable Spawn of abfurd Sects ; fuch 
a Medley of wild, fenfelefs, prophane, impious, 
abominable Herefies, that in a little Time they 
erew fick of the Liberty they were fo fond of, and 
were moft of them glad to return to fome Order 
and Government in the Church as well as State, 
Thither therefore I would humbly refer his L——p, 
to fee, in a true Mirror, the Effects of the Liberty 
he fo warmly contends for, 

— But to return ; his L———-p in Terms oppofes 
only Abfolute Authority, and to this End he will 
have the true Image of the Church to be the Image 
of a Kingdom; and this he thinks he finds in our 
Saviour’s Anfwer to Pilate, John xviii. 36. where to 
clear himfelf of the Treafon charged on him, as if 
he had aflumed the Imperial Authority, he defends 
himfelf by declaring, that bis Kingdom is not of this 
World, From hence his L—p infers, that Crit 
is King, therefore no one elfe is; therefore he has 
no Vicegerent, (which indeed he could not have if 
he were not King) therefore no one has Authority 
to make Laws, to interpret Laws, or to judge, and 
punifh the Violation of them; therefore not to ufe 
even negative Difcouragements 5 therefore Diffen- 
ters, of all Denaminations, from the Church, have 
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446 A new Defence of the 


a Right to all Places, that would put it in theif 
Power to deftroy the Church, and to eftablith 
themfelves, where no one ever thought they want- 
ed Inclination to do: They are too fincere to fay 
the contrary, and have too much Senfe to expect 
to be believed, if they did. 

But all this Tiain of Deductions is Amufement 
only, the Foundation is Sand, and the whole Su- 
perftructure may be blown away with the lcait Puff 
of Wind; and his L p might have deduced 
all the fame Confequences juft as well from the 
firft Verfe in Genefis, as from this Tex in St. ‘Zobn, 
In the Beginning God made the Heavens and the 
Earth, What then? why, therefore he is by the 
moft indifputable Title, Ang of all the World ; 
therefore he is /ole King, therefore there is no other, 
therefore no Vicegerent, no Law-maker, no Inter- 
preter, no fudge, and fo on: All are equally bis Sub- 
jects, and no one has any Right to Lord it over others, 
I cannot fee why this Argument is not as good as 
Ry bs p’s 5 for what Commiffion have the Kings 
of the Earth from God, to call themfelves his /ce- 
gerents or Miniffers ? Will his L p fay, that 
it was by common Confent, and for the Good of 
civil Society, (and therefore agreeable to the Will 
of God) that Governments were erected, and that 
fuch and fuch Degrees of Submiffion are paid to 
them? And might I not as well fay, that by the 
common Confent of Clriftians, Government was 
introduced into the Church for the Good of the 
Chriftian Society ? But I do not put the Defence of 
Church Authority upon this Foundation, but upon 
what is much flronger, an exprefs Commiffign from 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 4.4% 
our Saviour to his Apoftles, and in them to their 
Succeffors,to which End he has promifed dis Sprrrr 
Should be with them to the Endof the World,John xiy. 
16, Mat. xxvii, 20. This Commiffion the Chri- 
fiian World has hitherto acknowledged, and will 
go on to acknowledge, and their Adverfaries will 
never, by the Force of Argument, be able to extort 
from them the Belief of it. 

But to come to Particulars, his L p having 
taken a Text nothing to his Purpofe, and through 
a long Introduction made his Way at laft to it, pros 
ceeds to the Ufes he intends to make of it thus : 
Ms the Church of Chrift is the Kingdom of Christ, he 
himfelf is King. An accurate Writer, if he were 
not preffed in Time, (which I always fuppofe, 
throughout thefe Remarks, to have been his 
L—p’s Cafe) though he had not fet out with fa 
much Pomp, nor prepared his Reader to expect 
Wonders, as his L—p has done, would firft, to 
explain what is meant by the Kingdom, have conii- 
dered the Context, and fhewn the precife Mean- 
ing of the Text, as it ftands in Conjunction with 
it; nor would he have {topped here, but would 
have obferved the frequent Uie of the like Expref- 
fion in the other Go/pels, and at the fame Time 
have taken Notice how very feldom this Expret- 
fion occurs in the £pi/tles, and have given his 
Hearers the Reafon of this, what it was that made 
this Language proper in the firft Publication of the 
Gofpel to the fews, but not fo in the Preaching of 
it to the Gentiles: Ic would certainly have been 
extremely proper for his L—-p to have explained 
at large and with Care, an Expreffion that makes 
fo 
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fo great a Part in the three firft Gofpels, and 
which from the fourth (of all the leaft proper for 
his Purpofe) is made the Foundation of his whole 
Argument, . 

His .——p no doubt was in too much Hatfte to 
confult Texts which requires Time; which I take 
to be the true Reafon, that in the whole Profe- 
cution of an Argument built on Scripture, we 
find bat one fingle Text made Ufé of, and that 
mifquoted and mifapplied. It was much eafier for 
his L p, in the Hurry he was in, to take ano- 
ther Method, and to have no Regard to the Con- 
text, much lefs to other Places of Scripture, which 
might help his Readers either to underftand the 
Scripture, or ‘his own Argument. Immediately 
therefore, inftead of this, his L p puts upon 
them a Change of Terms, and takes it for granc- 
ed, the Kingdom of Chrift is the Church of Chrift : 
For this, though of fo much Importance to his 
Subject, his L p expects to be believed upon 
his bare Word, and mere Authority ; which is 
fomething furprifing in one who denies all Autho- 
rity to others, and that at the very Time he is do- 
ing it. His L——p does not reflect himfelf, and 
concludes Hearers will not, that fuch an Expli- 
cation makes his Text not to be Senfe. But let 
that pafs, whether the Kingdom in Scripture be 
the Church, or not, I leave to be difputed between 
his L————p and the Dean of Worcefler. 1 will 
fuppofe for once it is, and that his L—-p’s Text 
js in thefe Terms, my Church 15 not of this World. 
Had thefe been the Terms, his L p, fuitably 
to his Introduction, fhould firft have defined and 

explained 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 4.4.9 
explained what is meant. by Church, and fettled 
the true Meaning of this Term to prevent all Mif- 
takes ; and, if it be ufed in Scripture varioufly, he 
fhould have told us what the feveral Senfes are, 
and in which of them, and for what Reafons, it 
was to be taken here. This had naturally been his 
firft Bufinefs: In the next Place, his L—p fhould 


~ have confidered what it is that is affirmed of this 


Church, what is meant by its not being of shis 
World. And as this is Language peculiar to St. 
Fobn’s Gofpel, his L p fhould have fhewn from 
the Context, and other Places where the fame Ex- 
preffion occurs, what is intended to be underftood 
by it. 

"When his L p had in this Manner fettled 
the Meaning of the Terms of his Text, then had 
been the proper Time for him to fhew what Infe- 
rences or Characters of the Church, by juft and 
natural Confequence, agreeably to our Saviour’s 
Intention, and the Analogy of Scripture, follow 
from it. This, in my humble Opinion, had been 
the true Way of treating this Text, which is fo 
very obvious, that a Perfon of his L——p’s great 
Genius could not have miffed it, had the Text 
been before him when he made this Sermon, and 
he had had the leaft Leilure to confider calmly and 
Jedately the true Meaning and Extent of it. For 
I will not fuppofe his L——-p was confcious that 
his Text, rightly explain’d, was nothing to his 
Purpofe, and for that Reafon declined the Expli- 
cation. This, I fay, had been the natural and pro- 
per Method ; whereas in that his L—p takes, every 
‘Thing is prepofterous and out of Order. He takes 
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450 Anew Defence of the 


for granted, firft, that the Kingdom is the Church s 
and then proceeds, as if the Text had run thus ; 
My Church is my Kingdom, and my Kingdom is not 
of this World; as itis expreffcd by his L p him- 
felf,p.17. Having thus fubftituted two Propofi- 
tions in the room of one in the Text, his L p 
immediately comes to his Deductions or Inferences 
from them, and gives us firft thofe which in his 
Opinion follow from the firft of them. He begins 
with this; ds the Church of Chrift is the Kingdom 
of Christ, He bimfelf is Kine 5 and in this it is im- 
plied, that Wx is bimfelf the fole Law-Giver to bis 
Supjecrs, aud himfelf the fole Junce of their Be- 
haviour in the Affairs of ConsciENcE and eternal 
SALVATION 3 and from hence to the End of the 
Sermon, we hear of nothing but the Laws of 
Chrift. When his L p had made fo long an 
Introduction, and given this Reafon for it, to /hew 
us the Neceffity there is to go back to the New Testa- 
ment itfelf, one might have hoped to have found 
in the Sequel of his Difcourfe, at leaft the Lan- 
guage of the New Teftament, if not the Senfe of 
it; but in Faét it proves quite otherwife. And 
this favourite Expreffion of his IL—p’s, which we 
mect with in every Page, and almoft every Sentence 
in the Sermon, is not once to be found in Scrip- 
ture, where we have frequent Mention of Cdrzff’s 
Precepts and Inftructions, but never of his Laws, 
This is the firft Confequence of the Image he has 
chofen for the Church, that it has drawn him into 
a Language the Scriptures know nothing of, which 
gives one little Hopes of finding Scripture- Notions 
under it, But let us examine the Argument; as 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 451 

the Church is the Kingdom, Chrift is the King. 
That Chrift is King, is readily allowed, bui then his 
Kingdom is not ae to the Cine All Pow- 
er, he fays himfelf, zs given to bim in Heaven and in 
Earth. But for once I will make his L, 
this Conceffion ; What follows from it? Why, 

that he is fole King, and fole Law-giver, and theres 
fore no one elfe 1s King or Law-giver. It is very in- 
dulgent in his L— p to allow Chriff to be ci- 
ther King, or Law-giver 5 for if his Argument be 
good, one might, by the Force of it, deny of him, 
what his L p denies of thofe who govern the 
Church under him. For the Scripture fays ex- 
prefly, that God is the fole Potentate, the fole 
King, and fole Law-giver ; fee 1 Tim.i, 17. v. 15. 
and Fam.iv. 12. In which laft Place it is faid, there 
is one Law-giver, who is able to fave and to deftroy. 
Eis bay 6 voecoSems : Which, I think, is meant of the 
Father : But I will give his L p his Choice ; 
if it be meant of the Soa, then the Father is exclu- 
ded; or elfe one Perfon may be faid to be the 
fole King and Law-giver, and yet notwithftanding 
that Reftriction, the fame Terms, though not exact- 
ly in the fame Senfe, may be applied to another. 
What inclines me to the firft Senfe is, that the 
Evangelifts never give this Title to Chr? ; nor 
are his Precepts, as I have already obferved, ever 
called Laws in the New Teftament, nor his Gofpel 
a Law, in the Singular Number, either by him- 
felf or any of the Eyangclifts, and not above once 
or twice in the Epiftles, and then it is rather in 
Allufion to the Law, than by a ftriét Propriety of 
Speech, And as fond as his L p is of ma- 
eree king 
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king the Church a Kingdom, and of Chrift’s gi- 
ving Laws to it, the Scriptures know no fuch Re- 
lation ; it is the Body of Chrift and Spoufe of Chrif?, 
but not the Kingdom of Chritt ; it is not fo much as 
called his Hou/fe, but the Hou/e of God; and indeed 
rarely called the Church of Chrift, but the Church 
of God in Chriff, All which fhews, that God is the 
- fupreme King and Law-giver, and Chrift is neither, 
but as under him. And by a like Gradation thofe 
Titles may belong to others under Chrift. 

But his L P goes on, iz thofe Points he hath 
left behind him no vifible buman Authority. Which 
feems to be a plain Conceffion, that in other 
Points he has left bebind him a vifible human Au- 
thority ; from whence I infer, firft, that it is allow- 
ed by him, that there is in the Church a vifible 
Authority; therefore the Church, his L p is 
here fpeaking of, is a vifible Church, fince a vi- 
fible Authority in an invifible Church is a mani- 
felt Contradiction, But farther, in thefe Words 
the Authority, his L p has left to the Church 
in fome Points, 1s the fame Authority that he has 
denied in thefe ; therefore he has left to the 
Church, in fome Points, a vifible, abfolute Autho- 
rity, fince it 1s an abjolute Authority only in thele 
Points he has denied. But here again I give his 
ie p his Choice; for if Chriff has left to his 
Church only a /imited Authority in other Things, 
but has not left in thefe the Authority he has left 
in them ; it will follow, that in thefe Points he 
has left no Authority at all; therefore not abfo- 
lute Authority only, but all Authority is by his 
J.——p denied in them, And this, I confefs, I 
take to be his L——p’s true Meaning, becaufe in 

Page 16. 
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Page 16. the Word ab/olute, and all his other re- 
{training Epithets are dropped ; and he declares, 
that all Chrift’s Susyecrs in what Station foever 
they may be, are equally Supyects, to Him ; and 
that no one of them, any more than anather, hath 
AUTHORITY either to make New Laws for 
Curist’s Subects, or to impofe a Senfe upon the 
Oxp ones, which is the fame Thing 5 or to judge, 
cenfure, or punifb, the Servants of ANOTHER Ma- 
STER, 7” Matters relating purely to CONSCIENCE or 
SALVATION. Here all Authority is plainly denied 
to the Church, and not only fuch as is abfolute. 
This Denial is indeed limited here tg Matters re- 
lating purely to Confcience. But that is a Limita- 
tion in Appearance only ; for the moft indifferent 
Things become Matters of Confcience, when any 
one fhall fancy they are not indifferent, And what 
confirms me in thinking this to be his L————p’s 
Senfe is, that there is not one exprefs Referva- 
tion of any Authority, in any Degree whatfoever, 
through the whole Sermon ; and that agreeably to 
this, his sls p has fomewhere undertaken to 
prove, that there is no Medium between ab/olute 
Authority and zo Authority; and therefore, in op- 
pofing what is abjolute, he may very juftly be pre- 
fumed to deny all, and to leave to Church-Govern- 
ors no Right to any Obedience from thofe under 
their Care, becaufe they have no Right to what is 
implicite, blind, abfolute, and unlimited, But if this 
Argument be conclufive againft Church-Govern- 
ors, it is as much fo Benin our Czv:l Governors 5 
for they have not an abfolute Authority, (at leaft 
not ina limited Monarchy) and therefore by his 


a s Argument have none atall, From whence 
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I cannot but conclude, that this Notion was fome 
Time fince.as new to his L——p himfelf, as it is 
{till to his Readers ; I mean when he was writing 
his Meafures of Submiffion, in which he contends 
with fo much Warmith, that the moft ad/olute Au- 
thority is not ftrittly abfolute, but neceflarily has 
its Limitations. 

His L——p proceeds thus : Becaufe Chrift is fole 
King, and Law-giver and Judge,—therefore be bas left 
no VICEGERENTS, who can be faid properly to fupply 
his Place; no INTERPRETERS, upon whom his Sub- 
jects are abfolutely to depend; no fudees over the 
Confciences and Religion of his People: The Rea- 
fon is, becaufe the Kingdom of Chri would then 
be no longer is Kingdom, It may be true, that 
Chrift has left no fuch Perfons, but, I think, not 
by Virtue of his L p’s Argument: It would 
be a ftrange Conclufion, if we were fpeaking of 
any other A7ug, to infer from his being fo, that 
there was therefore no Interpreter, no Fudge, ‘The 
contrary would be the natural Conclufion 5 there 
is a King, therefore there are Interpreters and 
“Fudges under him. But his L————p fuppotes 
fuch a perpetual Contradiction between this and 
other Kingdoms, that what is Senfe, {peaking of 
them, muft for that Reafon be Nonfente, if ap- 
plied to this, 

But farther, if his L————p’s Argument be good 
for any Thing, it will affect the Apoftles themt{elves, 
and they mutt not be allowed to be Interpreters or 
Fudges, any more than their Succeffors, for Chrift 
is fole Law-giver, and fole Fudge, therefore no 
one elfe, therefore not the Apoftles, Afterwards 
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indeed his L p mends his Argument, fo as to 
have a Salvo for the Apoffles, thus : Christ, fays he, 
never interpofeth fince bis firft Promulgation of his 
Law, either to convey InvaLuiBitity to fuch as 
pretend to handle it over again, or to affert the true 
INTERPRETATION Of it, I would gladly know, to 
what Point of Time his L p fixes this firft 
Promulgation of Chrifi’s Law, how many Years it 
takes in after his Afcenfion, and by whom, exclu- 
fively to all others, it was made ; and whether it 
continued incomplete till all the Books and Epif 
tles, that compofe the New Teflament, were writ 
and put together, juft fo long, and no longer ; and 
whether the Gofpel was preached, and Churches 
planted by others befides the Apoftles, and with the 
like Authority. It will be faid, perhaps, that the 
Apoftles, and thofe commiffioned by them, were 
extraordinarily affifted by the Spirit of God. I 
grant it; but was not the fame Spirit, which was 
given to them, given to the Church, to /ead it 
into all Truth, and to continue with it to the End 
of the World, and till Chrift’s coming again? To 
lead, I fay, not to compel and force, the Teachers 
of the Word into all Truth, but gently to guide 
them ; which Guidance, it is certain, the Minifters 
of the Gofpel may, and often do refift; but if they 
are not wanting to the Spirit, the Spirit will not 
be wanting to them. And the Governors of the 
Church, if they act in the Fear of God, and un- 
der the Guidance of his Spirit, and take due Care 
not to deceive, or be deceived, may be as fure not 
to err in their Decifions, as if they were ivfalible. 
But neceflarily infallible it mult be acknowkdged 
Ff 4 they 
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they are not; therefore they cannot be Law-ma- 

kers, Judges, or Interpreters, abfolutely and proper- 

2 though fuch an Authority fhould be allowed to 
the Apoftles, 

But I find I have miftaken his L——p before | 

was aware ; there is no Occafion for a Salvo to pre- 

ferve to the Apoftles the Authority which is bere 
denied to their Succeflors : For if Chrift inter, 0 
feth, then it is dés Authority, not theirs, And it is 
very true, indeed, that all derived Authority is ori- 
ginally b/s from whom it is derived. Hard is the 
Fortune of thofe whom Cbrif hath appointed to 
be his Minitters ; qualified, or not qualified, they 
muft pretend to no Authority ; ; if not qualified, 
we are all ready to fay they have none; if qualified, 
his L p declares, it is Chriss Authority, not 
theirs. A ftrange Kingdom! in which it is not 
pofible for A/mighty Power, in the Abfence of the 
King, to appoint Vicegerents, fudges, or Interpre- 
ters, fach as are truly and properly fuch. But does 
his L p confider, that by this Way of arguing 
it wil! follow, that Chri? himfelf had no Authori- 
ty, for his alfo was derived ; and when we gbey his 
Commands, we obey them in his L p’s Lan- 
guage, not becaufe they are bis, but God’s. It is, 
I know not by what Fate, the Misfortune of his 
ike p’s Arguments in this Controverfy, that they 
generall y prove too much, 

But to return to the grand Argument ; How 
ftrange is it to fee a Perfon of his L———p’s great 
Judgment, Jay the mott folid Foundation for Vice- 
gerents, Interpreters, and Fudges, in order to prove 
that there neither are, nor can be any ! Here is a 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermpon. 4.009 
Kingdom and Laws, which neceffarily fuppofe Go- 
vernament ; the King abfent, and never interpofing 
himfelf; Let but his L——p’s Readers be tho- 
roughly perfuaded of this, and they will not ask 
his Leave to conclude, that there certainly are Vice- 
gerents, Interpreters, and ‘Fudges ; the very Thing he 
would have them not believe: For a Kingdom, 
and no Government; a King abfent, and no De- 
puty; Laws, and none to interpret ; Subjects, 
and no Judges of their Behaviour: Thefe are Pa- 
radoxes that will not eafily pafs upon vulgar Un- 
derftandings, whofe Inftruction jit is, his L p 
chiefly aims at; for which Reafon I cannot but 
think his L —p’s Image of a Kingdom, the 
moft unhappy he could have chofen: From which 
he might have proved full as well, not that there 
are no Kings in Chrift?s Kingdom, but that in 
Truth all are fo; for the fame St. Fobs has exprefly 
told us, that Chriff hath made us all, Kings, as 
well as Priefts, unto God, and bis Father, Apoc.i. 6. 
Nor did his L —p want a Text to prove all 
Chriftians Judges ; For know ye not, faith St. Paul, 
that the Saints fhall judge the World ? x Cor. vi. 2, 
And from the fame Apoftle he might have fhewn, 
that thefe Saizts, who are to judge the World, are 
exempt from all Laws themfelves : For it is faid, 
1 Timi. g. dnale vue & xi, that the Law is 
not made for the Righteous, Wis L—~p’s Image of 
a Kingdom might have Jead him to thefe and ma- 
ny more fuch pretty Thoughts, as well as to thofe 
he has with fo much Zeal and Concern. deduced 
from it. 

After having demolithed all Vicegerents, eG: 
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458 I new Defence of the 
and Interpreters, his L P goes on thus: Jt zs 
the fame Thing as to Rewards and Punifbments in 
Matters of Keligion 5 becaufe if any Men upon 
Earth bave a Ricut to add to the Sanctions 
of bis Laws, that is, to increafe the Number, or 
alter the Nature of the Rewarps and Punisu- 
MENTS Of his Subjects in Matters of Confcience or 
Salvation, they are fo far Kines in bis Stead, reign 
in THEIR Own Kingdom, not in His. In which 
Words, I muft confefs, I do not well know ei- 
ther what the Charge is, or wherein the Crime 
of it confifts. What it is to add Sanétions to 
thofe already enacted, whether of the fame, or 
of another Nature, I can underftand ; but not 
what it is to alter the Nature of the Rewards and 
Punifhments of Chriss Subjects. ‘Thefe Rewards 
and Punifhments are thofe of another World ; 
how the Nature of them can be altered while they 
remain, or who can take them away and fubttitute 
others in their Room, or pretend to it, I am _per- 
fuaded his L p knows as little as I do; but to 
enforce the Laws of Chrift by temporal Sanctions 
is very intelligible, and to my Underftanding very 
lawful. The Laws of every State, when they are 
not. cohcerning Things indifferent, if they are 
righteous Laws, add new Sanctions to the Laws of 
God: Every Law made to promote Virtue and 
difcourage Vice, does this; which is fo far from 
being a Fault in Governors, that St. Paw/ tells us, it 
is the great End of their Inftitution, they'are the 
‘Minifters of God for the Punifhment of evil Doers, 
and for the Praife of them that do well, Now, how 
that comes to be a Crime in the Governors of the 
| Church, 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 459 
Church, which is fo commendable in thofe of the 
State, I would be glad to know. His L p 
lays the Blame of it upon this, that they who do 
fo, are fo far Kincs in his Stead, and reignin Tuer 
Own Kingdom, and not in His. Does his L—p, 
by thefe Words mean to infinuate, that they in 
this ufurp upon Chrij?, invade his Prerogative, and 
take bis Kingdom out of bis Hands, which are his 
L p’s Words at the End of this Paragraph ? 
The Words do not exprefly fay this ; for he that 
ufurps the Kingdom of Cri, reigns in his King- 
dom, not his own; whereas his L p fays, they 
reign in THEIR Own Kingdom, not in His: But 
the foregoing Words are, they are fo far Kines in 
his Stead ; which implies a dethroning him, and ru- 
ling in his Place. Either this is his L——p’s Mean- 
ing, or it is not: If not, what is the Crime? If it 
be, how does he make it out ? Strip the Senfe of 
the new Language in which it is dreffed, and it is 
no more than this, That if the Minifters of Chrift, 
and the Governors of the Church, (whoever they 
be) endeavour to reinforce his Laws by additional 
Cenfures and Sanctions, they do thereby take the 
Government of his Church out of his Hands, and 
place it in their own. Now. how purfuing the 
Ends of Chrift’s Government, and endeavouring to 
give a greater Efficacy to his Laws in Subordina- 
tion to him, and in Difcharge of the ‘Truft com- 
mitted to them, is taking the Government out of 
his Hands, or what other Crime there can be in it, 
is, Lconfefs, to me perfectly unintelligible. Buc I 
fhall have Occafion to fay more of this prefently. 

Thus far I have been following his L—-—p, 
while 
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while he has been wandering from his Text, to 
which he has at Jaft found his Way, and under his 
fecond Head, taking no Notice of the moft obvi- 
ous, and moft immediate and only certain Confe- 
quence from this Kingdom’s xo being of this World, 
viz. Non-Refiftance to the Powers of this World, 
a Doétrine his L—p hates the very Sound of, he 
obferves, that 7f the Church be of the Kingdom of 
Chrift, and this Kingdom be not of Tuis Wor.p, 
this muft appear from the Nature and End of the 
Laws of Chrit, and of thofe Rewards and Punifb- 
snents which are the Sanions of his Laws, ‘This 
Explication makes our Saviour’s Anfwer to Pilate 
extremely pertinent ; but let us fee what thefe 
Laws are. They are, his L——p tells us, alnoft 
all APPEALS to the Wiit of God; to his Nature, 
known by the common Reafon of Mankind; and to 
the Imitation of that Nature, which Musr be 
our Prrrectrion. No Place in his L——p’s 
Sermon required more Exattnefs in treating it 
than this, and yet there is no one in which he 
has fhewn lefs, which is a Demonftration of the 
great Hafte he was in. The Laws of Chrift are 
here not only faid to be Appeals, which is pretty 
ftrange Language ; but Appeals to the Imitation 
of the Nature of God, which in any other Wri- 
ter I fhould make no Scruple to fay is Nonfen/e, 
And | think his L. p is miftaken, when he 
fays they are Appeals ¢o the Witt and Nature 
of God, known by the common Reafon of Mankind. 
For fince his L p does not tell us how that 
Willis known, it looks as if he meant it were, 
as his Nature is, by the fame common Reafou of 

Mankind, 
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| Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 461 
Mankind, which is a Mifreprefentation of our Savi- 
our’s Meaning, who, in the Place from whence thefe 
Defcriptions of his Laws are fetched, fays nothing 
of the Nature of God, or of the common Reafon of 
Mankind. For it is evident his L p took the 
whole Defcription he gives us of thefe Laws from 
the Sermon in the Mount, without looking farther, 
In which our Saviour fays, that be only fall enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, who doth the Wiur of 
his Father which is in Heaven, Wis L——p fhould 
have remembred our Saviour is here fpeaking ta 
Jews, to whom were committed the /ively Oracles 
of God, in which was fully contained the Will of 
God: He therefore means the iil declared to 
them in the Law and the Prophets, not as it is dif- 
coverable by human Reafon, unaffifted by the Light 
of Revelation. So likewife when our Saviour ex- 
horts them to imitate God their Father which is in 
Heaven, he does not fend them to the Nature, fo 
properly as to the Example of God; nor to the 
effential Attributes of the Supreme Being, as de- 
duced by human Reafon, but fingly to the divine 
Goodnefs declared to them in the fame facred 
Books, and daily experienced in the common Pro- 
vidences, which the Good and Bad _ fhare alike in. 
This both the Context and the parallel Place in 
St. Luke fhew to be meant, when our Saviour ex- 
horts them fo be perfect, even as their Father which 
is in Heaven ts perfec, This his L p moft in- 
accurately calls an Appeal to the Imitation of the 
Nature of God, and this Appeal a Law ; and tells 
us, this Imitation must BE our Perfeétion, is our 
Perfection, I underftand ; but his L——p turns 7s 
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into muft be ; whether to make it look more like 
a Law, I know not. But what is more material, 
his L p calls thefe Zaws, which are no Daas: 
and takes no Notice of thofe Commands of Chrift, 
which are moft peculiar to the Gofpel, and may 
moft properly be called his Laws. Firft he calls 
thefe Laws, which are no Laws; for what our Sa- 
viour fays in this Difcourfe, he fays not as a Law- 
giver, but as a Divine Teacher ; he aéts not in his 
regal Capacity, but in his propbetick Office, which 
his L———p could not but have obferved, if he had 
minded either the Beginning or the End of that 
Difcourfe: The Account of which begins in thefe 
Words, cap. v. v. 2. He opened bis Mouth and 
Taucut them, faying: And ends thus; When Jr- 
sus had ended thefe Sayings, the People were aftonifbed 
at bis Doctrine (not his Laws) for be Taucut 
them (not gave Laws to them) as one having Autho- 
rity, and not as the Scribes, Chap. vii. v. 28, 29. 
But, /econdly, he takes no Notice of thofe Com- 
mands of Chrift, which are moft peculiar to the 
Gofpel, and may mott properly be called his Laws : 
I mean his Inftitutions of the Sacraments of Bap- 
tifin and the Lord’s Supper. The firft of which he 
commanded after he was invefted in the Rega/ Of- 
fice, and all Power was given to him in Heaven 
and in Earth; and the other, juft as he was en- 
tring upon it, and which St, Paul received after- 
wards by immediate Infpiration from him, But in 
this it mutt be confeffed his L p acts confiftent- 
ly, he had left them out of his Definition of the 
Church, and it was for the fame Reaton proper to 
Jeave them out, when he was {peaking of the Laws 
given 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon, 462 
given to it. For having no Foundation in the 
Law of Nature, they have no intrinfick Goodnefs 
in them, and unhappily minifter Matter for Dif 
pute, and thereby. hinder that bleffed Coalition 
which his L p would introduce, of all Perfons 
profeffing Chrift to be the Meffiah. 

The Sanstions of thefe Laws of Christ are Rr- 
warps and PunisHMenTS 3 But of what Sort? 
Not the Rewards or Pains of this World at all. Ve- 
ry true ; there is nothing of this World in the Re- 
wards or Punifhments that are made the Motives 
of our Obedience in the New Testament. How 
fhould there ? how fhould one who has no tempo- 
ral Prince, annex /emporal Sanctions to his Laws ? 
But as the Righteoufnefs commanded by the Gof- 
pel has a natural Tendency to promote the Wel- 
fare of the World, and the Happinefs of human 
Life, fo itis faid so be profitable unto all Things, ha- 
ving Promife of the Life that now is, and of that 
which is to come, 

But from this negative Argument, becaufe Christ 
has not annexed the Sanctions, which, confiftently 
with the Character he appeared under, he could 


‘net annex to his Laws, his L——p argues, that 


our Saviour was abfolutely again{t them; ¢hat be 
was far from thinking they could be InsTRUMENTS 
of fuch a Perfuafion as be thought acceptable to God. 
I read nothing in the New Teftament of acceptable 
Perfuafions, nor of any Inftruments of Per/uafion s 
but if his L—-p means, that our Saviour was far 
from thinking they could be of Service to promote 
the Practice of true Religion among thofe who 
fhould believe in him, I afk, how does that appear ? 
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464 A new Defence of the 
certainly not from a bare Silence about them: For 
if our Lord was again{t every Thing he has faid 
nothing of, it may as well be fuppofed he was a- 
gainft the Continuance of his Church beyond the 
Lives of the Apoftles, or at leaft againft the Con- 
tinuance of a Miniftry, fince there is nothing faid 
by him of a Succeffion of Minifters, nor any Di- 
rections given for it. Put the Cafe that the few- 
ifh Governors, inftead of perfecuting our Saviour 
and putting him to Death, had acknowledged the 
Truth of his Miffion, and received him as their 
Meffiab; or if he had been carried to Rome, and 
in Conference with the Emperor had convinced 
him of the Sin of Idolatry, and made him a Con- 
vert to his Gofpel, does his L——p imagine, that 
in either of thefe Cafes our Saviour would have 
been offended at the Offer of Protection and En- 
couragement from the Civil Power, in Favour of 
his Religion, and of all fuch as fhould embrace 
the Belief of it, as a Thing unlawful and inconfif- 
tent with lis own regal Dignity, or the San¢tion 
of hfs Laws, and the Nature of his Religion ? His 
1.—p may think as he pleafes; but for my own 
Part, I can fee no Grounds in the Conduct of our 
Saviour for fuch a Thought. But his L—p 
brings St. Paul for his Second, as being in the 
fame Sentiments; becaufe he fays, 2 Cor.v. 11. 
Knowing the Terrors of the Lord, we perfuade Men: 
This is the fingle Texe his L p has brought 
in Support of the Point he was to prove in this 
Sermon, But had he not writ upon Memory, he 
would have feen it is not Terrors, but Terror; and 
that this Terror of the Lord, unlefs it fhould have 
been 
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Bi/bop of Bangor’s Sermon. 46 
been rendered the Fear of the Lord, and be put 
for Religion and the Worfhip of God, which is 
the Opinion of Grotius, Simon, and others, is the 
Certainty of a future Judgment mentioned in the 
preceding Verfe; he would alfo have known, by 
looking into the foregoing Chapters, that St. 
Paul is not giving an Account of the Subject of 
his Preachings, but of the true Motive by which 
he was acted in his whole Conduét, in Defence of 
himfelf againit the falfe Teachers that fet up 
againft him. Laftly, had his L p contidercd 
well the Expreffion of dv3pdas¢ refSoucy, and come 
pared it with Gal. i. 10. and 1 Cor, iv. 3, he would 
have feen great Reafon to fufpect that the nega-~ 
tive Particle has by fome Accident been dropt in 
this Place, and that the true Reading is éx dyapams 
eel Stuev, knowing the Terror of the Lord we do 
not make our Court to Men, or ftudy to pleafe 
them, but endeavour to approve ourfelves to God. 
But let the Place mean what his L p thinks 
it does, does St, Paul fay any Thing in it but 
what all other Preachers of the Gofpel ever did, 
and conftantly do fay? Do they not prefs upon 
Chriftians the Duties of the Gofpel chiefly from the 
Confideration of a future Judgment? Is not this 
the great Article of the Gofpel, that God bas 
appointed a Day wherein be will judge the World by 
Fefus Chrift ? But that does not hinder the recom- 
mending the fame Duties by all other Motives 
that may contribute to induce Men ‘to the faithful 
Practicéiof fhemis. Bar hiseL p is pofitive, 
that to apply worldly Mitives in encouraging the true 
Religion, and difcouraging what offends againft it, és 
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466 A new Defence of the 


to att contrary to the Interests of true Religion, and is 
plataly oppofite to the Maxims upon which Christ 
founded bis Kingdom. But how does this appear ? 
Our Saviour knew his Religion would for a long 
Time be in a perfecuted State, and therefore with 
great Wifdom adapts his Inftructions to fuch a 
Condition, that his Difciples might be content to 
bear the Crofs after his Example ; and therefore 
in the moft earneft Manner he recommends to 
them a Contempt of the World, out of which he 
had chofen them, and a perfect Love and Unity 
among themfelves. Nothing could fhew more the 
Wifdom of our Saviour, or be more for the Ser- 
vice of the Gofpel he came to preach, than fuch 
Precepts to thofe who would be his Difciples 
in the then State of Things; but did he think 
that State would always continue ? Did not he 
know the Time would come, when the Kingdoms 
of the Earth would become the Kingdoms of the 
Lord, and that Kings would be nurfing Fathers, 
and Queens nurfing Mothers of his Church ? which 
they could be no other Way, but by putting an 
End ta its Perfecutions, and giving to it the Pro- 
tection and Encouragement of wife and good 
Laws? Our Saviour knew this would be, but it 
was ata great Diftance, and therefore he always 
addreffes himfelf to his Difciples as being in other 
Circumttances, as Perfons in a private Capacity, ex- 
pofed to continual Perlecutions for the Faith, and 
without any Protection for their Religion trom the 
Civil Powers. But when thofe Days of Tryal were 
atan End, and the Emperors embraced the Faith, 
all Chriftians received fo great a Bleffing as they 

ought, 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 467 
ought, thanked God for that his great Goodnefg 
to them, and gladly accepted the Affiftance of the 
Imperial Authority to eftablifh Chriftianity, and to 
protect the Church by fuch Laws, as would moft 
effectually fecure it againit Here/y and Schifm. This 
was the Senfe of the Church then, and they muft 
have been Vifonaries and Enthufiasts to have had 
any other Senfe of it. And if his L p had feen 
only the Perfecutions many of them had under- 
gone, I am ftrongly perfuaded he would haye been 
of the fame Mind. 

But his L——p fays, if worldly Motives can be 
the true Supports of a KINGDOM WHICH IS NOT 
or THIS Wortp, then Sincerity and Hypocrify, 
Religion and no Religion, &c. are become the fame 
Thing ? But who fays, thefe are she TRUE Supports ? 
Which Expreffion is intended to exclude thofe that 
are the primary and moft proper ones. Nobody, 
that I have ever heard of: But many have faid, 
and truly faid, that thofe Motives may, as addition- 
al Supports, be made very good Ute of, to promote 
Piety and Virtue, the Ends of all ¢rae Religion : 
And that Governors, whether in Church and State, 
by a proper Application of Rewards and Punifh- 
ments, are a Terror to evi/ Works, and for the 
Praife of them that do well. But human Laws 
cannot reacftthe Heart, which is the Seat of true 
Religion: True, but they can reach the outward 
Act, they can retflrain the doing £vi/, and that is 
a great Step to doing Good ; and when good Difci- 
pline is join’d with good Inftructions, it is of great 
Force to infti]l into Men true Virtue: For if 
the outward Actions be habitually good, the Heart 
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468 A new Defence of the 


will become fo too. If this be not fo, I would afk, 
what makes one Family, one School, one College, 
one Nation, more virtuous than another; what 
but better Difcipline and Government, the making 
of wife and good Rules, and a prudent and faithful 
Execution of them? Bat thefe worldly Motives 
make Men Hypocrites often inftead of fincere Con- 
verts, True again, they have fometimes this Ef- 
fect ; they cannot abfolutely and certainly reach the 
Heart; that is, they cannot do all that could be 
wifhed, therefore they can do nothing, therefore 
they ought to be laid afide. Fine Logick this! 
Sure it requires no great Wifdom to fee the Im- 
perfection of human Affairs to be fuch, that no 
Scheme can be fo wifely contrived, but that it will 
have its Inconveniences. That is the beft, that 
has the feweft, With his L p’s Leave there. 
fore I cannot confent to give up our Esablihment, 
becaufe there are fome few Inconveniences in it, 
till I fee his L p’s Plan of a Church diftinétly 
laid down, and drawn out into all its Parts; and it 
be fhewn, that it is attended with Inconveniences 
fewer in Number, or leffer in Degree. Till this 
be fhewn, which J will prophefy never can be 
fhewn, I muft look on it as a wild abfurd Scheme, 
which would bring with it a thoufand Evils for one 
it would remove, with refpect both to Church and 
State. “Che Faith of the Church ought to be fe- 
cured from the Corruption of Herefes, and its Uni- 
ty from the Milchiefs of caufelefs Separations, by 
the Cenfures it has a Right to inflict; and the In- 
tereft the State has in preventing the Mifchiefs that 
unavoidably attend the Diftractions of the People 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 4.69 
in Matters of Religion, to pafs by other Reafons, 
gives it a Right to enforce the Cenfures of the 
Church by good and wholfome Laws. And how 
it is any more inconfiftent with the /piritaal San- 
ctions of Chrif?s Laws, that Church Cenfures 
fhould be attended with civil Penalties upon Of- 
fenders, than it is with the fame Sanétions, for 
St, Paul to inflict a corporal Punifhment in vertue of 
his Apoftolical Power on the like Offenders, I mutt 
own I cannot fee ; only that Governors may be mi- 
{taken in their Application of them, This there- 
fore is no Objection in fuch Cafes where they cannot 
well be miftaken ; and a few Miftakes are not to 
be putin the Balance again{t the great Advantages 
arifing to Religion and Virtue, by the Civil Powers 
interefting themfelves in the Encouragement of 
them, ‘This, in my humble Opinion, is fo far 
from being a Mifapplication of Power, that it is 
the beft Ufe of it. Schifms and Herefes are the 
Things difcouraged by Laws made in Favour of the 
Church, Sc&i/i isa caufelefs Separation ; a caufe- 
lefs Separation 1s to feparate when it was their Duty 
not to do fo; it is therefore an Offence againft the 
Government of the Church, and an Offence of ex- 
treme ill Confequence : What Reafon therefore can 
be given why it fhould not be difcouraged by all 
proper Ways? So for Here/y; it is the fetting up 
of new Dottrines againft the Faith, and when they 
are what they are called, they generally {peaking 
proceed from an evil Mind and corrupt Heart, and 
open a Way to all Manner of Licentioufnefs: St, 
Paul therefore thunders out againft fuch the feve- 
reft Cenfures, Jf any Man love not the Lord Jx- 
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470 Al new Defence of the 
sus, let bim be ANATHEMA, Maranatua: And 
the Courch in the like Cafe has a Right, it is her 
Daty to follow his Example, and the Magiftrate 
may lawfully and commendably enforce their 
Cenfures with the Power he is invefted with, as the 
Minifter of God, 

But it is endlefs to follow his 1.—p through 
all the various Ways he takes of repeating the 
fame Things, in which he fets up a Phantom of 
his own, and then in great Triumph infults it, as 
if ic were the current Opinion, when in Truth it 
is fuch as nobody maintains, And therefore paf- 
fing over many Iefer Matters, which are as liable 
to Cenfure as any others I have taken Notice of, 
{ will give the Reader his L p’s Conclufions 
from this important Doétrine, The firft is, That 
the greateft Miftakes in fudement about the Nature 
of Chrif’s Kingdom, or Church, have arifen from 
hence, that Men have argued from other VisiB.E 
Kingdoms, to what ought to be Vistpue in bis. 
Whereas he hath Posttivety Warnep 
them againft any fuch Arguings, by affuring them that 
this Kingdom 1s bis Kingdom, and that tt is not of this 
1Vorld, Pofitively warned them! by affuring them 
that this Kingdon is his Kingdom! I have already 
fhewn, that this Affertion 1s altogether falfe :, Chrift 
has no where faid, my Kingdom is my Kingdom 5 that 
is a Propefition worthy of his L——p, who deals 
much in Jdenticals ; no fuch Curiofities are to be 
found in Scripture ; and as little can we find 
where our Saviour has faid, the Church is a King- 
dom, But his L——p will have it, that Chryt hath 
affured us that it iss and by fuch Affurance, join- 
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Bifhop of Bangor’s Sermon. 4.7% 
ed to that other, shat bis Kingdom is not of this 
World, hath warned, Postrive.y Warnep us 
againft all Arguings from other Kingdoms to his. A 
Man cannot better fhow himfelf deftitute of good 
Arguments, than by laying fo great a Weight 
upoh fo few Words. I have fhewn at large, that 
nothing can be a more groundlefs Affertion, and 
therefore the Inference built on it muft fall on 
courte, 

The fecond Inference is, that the Kingdom of 
Christ is the Number of Perfons who are fincerely and 
willingly Subjects to him. ‘This is the fame in Sub- 
{tance with the Definition he has given of the 
Church before, and therefore is already fully an- 
fwered ; only it is embellifhed, by affuring us in 
many Words, that the throwing off all Regard to all 
other Authority, is the beft Proof of our Subjeétion 
to the Authority of Chri; as if fubordinate Au- 
thorities were inconfiltent, and the Bulk of Man- 
‘kind had no Need of Inftructors, or would learn 
the better from them, the lefs Regard they have 
to them. 

His L——p’s third Obfervation is, tbat it de- 
firoys the AuTHority oF Curist as King, to 
fet up any other Authority, to which bis Subjects are 
indifpenfably and abfolutely obliged to fubmit their 
Confciences, or their Conduct, in what is properly cal- 
led Religion, This is what we have had in every 
Page already, fuch an Authority nobody, no Pro- 
teftant at leaft maintains ; and any other is not in- 
confiftent with the Authority of Chrift: But his 
L.——p has no where told us what 7s properly cal- 
led Religion, except in his Introduction ; where it 
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472 Anew Defence of the 


is upon the Authority of St. ames declared to be 
Purity and Charity, which I fufpec&t his L—p 
had forgot when thefe Words fell from his Pen ; 
for nobody can think it is with refpeét to thofe 
two Virtues particularly, that his L p has de- 
nied abfolute Authority to the Minifters of Chrift, 
but with refpect to Matters of Faith ; which Ex- 
preffion is fo much clearer than thofe his L Pp 
has ufed, that I can imagine but one Reafon why 
he did not ufe, viz. that he might contradié in 
Senfe only, and not in Terms, the 20th Article ; 
wherein it is declared, that the Church has Autho- 
yity in Controverfies of Faith, This therefore, I 
impute to his L-—p’s Prudence, not his Hate, 
But to procced ; In this Paragraph his L—p ex- 
preffes himfelf extremely offended with two Sorts 
of Men; firft, thofe who contend for fuch an 
Authority as obliges to Unity of Profeffion. To 
make this look odious, he adds, that is to profefs 
even what they do not, what they cannot believe to be 
true. If there be any fuch Men, their Fault, I 
think, lies not in contending for Unity of Profef- 
fion, but in not taking Care that the Things to be 
profefitd, be fuch as ought to be profeiied. The 
other Sort his L——p 1s difpleafed with, are thofe 
who would retain fuch an Authority as fhall ob- 


lige Men to forbear the Profeffion and Publication. 


of what they do believe, let them believe it of never 
(2 great Importance, This allo is an Authority no 
body I know contends for in the crude Manner in 
which it is here expreffed. But wife and good Men 
have always been of Opinion, and always will be, 
that an Obedience of Silence is due to Authority, 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 4.73 
either in Ecclefiaftical or Civil Matters ordinarily, 
and under proper Limitations. For if a plenary 
Indulgence were allowed to all People to libel the 
Government in Church or State at Pleafure, un- 
der the Notion of publifhing what they believe to 
be of great Importance, there would foon be no 
Government at all. Nobody is bound to contra- 
dict every Thing that is an Error, much Jefs what 
he, upon flight Grounds, fhall think fo: Ifa Man 
cannot affent to what he is perfuaded is wrong, yet. 
fure his Confcience will permit him to hold his 
Tongue. To expofe and defame a Contftitution, 
becaufe it is not fo perfect as it might be, which 
fuch a Liberty unavoidably leads to, cannot be 
defired by any wife Man: For the only Reafon 
that can be affigned for fuch a Liberty is, that 
the Government may be, in every fuch Point, 
mended; but no wife Man ever thought it rea- 
fonable to be always ¢imkering and altering a Go- 
vernment, till every Thing was made as perfect 
as poffible ; much lefs as often as every capricious 
Humour fhall think it wants mending. But if a 
Silence mutt be f{trictly obferved, it may be faid, no 
Defects or Faults, how great foever they be, will 
ever be mended, fo long as as nobody fhall dare 
fay there are any. Why fo? Cannot Perfons who 
have Scruples upon any Point, apply to their Su- 
periors ina modeft and refpectful Way, and defire 
to be heard ?’ Have we not Parliaments and Convo- 
cations, where Reprefentations may be made of 
Grievances, whether in Civil or Religious Matters ? 
Nobody, by an Obligation to Silence, is precluded 
the Ufe of thefe Methods. 
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Bot what makes his L——p’s Cenfure ftill more 
unreafonable is, that there has been for fome Years 
a great Tendernefs and Indulgence fhewn by our 
Spiritual as well as Civil Governors, with refpect 
to the publick Oppofitions that have been made in 
Print, not only to fuch Vhings as are particular to 
a tingle Church, and to our own Conttitution, but 
even againtt the Primitive and Catholick Doétrines, 
acknowledged as fuch in all Churches ; even this 
has been allowed or connived at when done with 
Decency and Modefly, with a Defign to inform or 
be informed themiclves, not to fow Devifions or in- 
flame the Populace. Which is a Liberty that is, I 
believe, in no Chrittian Country fuffered in the De- 
eree itis in ours; and it muft be acknowledged, 
that very great Objections lie againft it, from the 
Opportunity it gives to Faction and Enthufiafm, to 
Hrereticks and Schifmaticks, to Libertines, Deitts, 
and Atheitts, to feduce the Unlearued and Unftable, 
under the Pretence of new Lights, who are eafily 
tofjed to and fro, and carried about with every Wind 
of Doétrine, by the Slight of Men, and cunning Crafti- 
nels, whereby they lie in wait to deceive , to the 
great Prejudice of true Religion and Virtue, and 
ro the apparent Dilturbance of the Civil Govern- 
ment, perhaps the total Subverfion of both, Such 
a Liberty therefore does almoft unavoidably do a 
ereat deal of Hurt, though not defigned ; but what 
good Effects it can have in Proportion to its evil 
ones, ig not fo eafy to fee 3 becaufe the Chriftian 
Faith cannot be made or unmade now, nothing 
being the true Faith, that was not fo from the 
Begining, And as long as the Church teaches 
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nothing but what was exprefly taught in the pu- 


reft Times, or is perfectly agreeable thereto, it — | 


is in vain for any one to attempt to prove it in 
an Error. 
His L p will not want to be told, that 
J fay this with a View to the prefent Difputes 
concerning the Dévinity of our Saviour, which, I 
prefume, gave Occafion to his L p to exprefs 
himfelf with fo much Wrath againft an Obedience 
of Silence, as well as of Afent, both which he 
wifely and pioufly declares to be infupportable to an 
honest and Chriftian Mind, 1 will therefore beg 
Leave for his L, —.p’s Information, who feems, by 
his Anfwer to the Lord Bifhop of Oxford’s Charge, 
to be under a great Miftake in this Matter, to ob- 
ferve to him, that the Nicene Faith was not the 
Effect of Party-intereft or Court-influence ; as he 
very unjuftly, though, I dare fay, very innocently in- 
finuates, when he fays, that the Deciding of Con- 
troverfies in Matters of Religion by Councils, is a 
Method that did not begin effectually to foew itfelf 
till tbe Emperor was become a profefjed Christian, 
and it was worth while for the Ambitious zo di- 
fturd, crufe and opprefs one another. J would ask 
his L—-p, to fay nothing at prefent of other He- 
reticks, whether Pau? of Samofata was not con- 
demned by a Council, and effectually condemned, 
long before the Council of Nice; and Jet him tell 
us who then was Emperor: But it was not for his 
J_—p’s Turn to remember this ; his Head was full 
of the Arian and Antiarian Synods, which drew 
from him the Invective that follows the Words laft 
cited, againft Councils in general, damning and 
in 
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in their Turns condemned by each other, as the 
Emperors favoured or were againft them. This 
Account his L p gives of Councils, without 
Exception to the four firft General ones, or even 
to the firft of them, that of Nice, Should his 
ib p be called on to defend his Cenfure, he 
will fhelter himfelf, no doubt, under his great 
Oracle Mr. Chillingworth, though the fame Oracle 
might have taught him to fpeak of them with a 
little more Decency as well as Truth; for Mr. Cdi/- 
lingworth confefles the fudgment of a Council, though 
not infallible, is yet fo far directive and obliging, that 
without apparent Reafon to the contrary, it may be Sin 
to rejett it, at leaft not to afford it an outward Sub- 
miffion for publick Peace Sake. 
But whatever may be objected to other Councils, 
I will thew his L p that he is extremely mif- 
taken, when he imputes the Refolutions of that of 
Nice, either to the Emperor’s Influence, or to the 
Prevalence of a Faction ; for he wants not, I pre- 
fume, to be told, that the Tyranny of the Papacy 
was not then in being. Conflaniine’s Defign in 
calling that Council, was purely to reftore Peace 
to the Church, and to put a fpeedy End to thofe 
Feuds and Animofities that the novel Doctrines of 
Arius had occafioned, which gave great Advan- 
tage to the Enemies of Chriftianity, and threat- 
ened nothing lefs than the total Ruin of it. For 
though they began at Alexandria, they foon {pread 
farther, and all had been in a Flame, if they had 
not been timely puta Stop to. It was this, and 
this only, determined Conflantine to call a Gene- 
ral Council, when he found all other Methods in- 
effectual ; 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 4.77 
effectual ; and, when affembled, he left it to them 
to determine upon the Points in Queftion, as they 
fhould find to be moft agreeable to Scripture, 
and the true Catholick Faith; and it is certain 
they did, according to the Liberty given them, 
condemn the Doétrines of Arius, with a very 
great Unanimity, as dangerous and heretical In- 
novations, few diflenting, and among thofe few 
were thofe who had the greateft Intereft at the 
Court; which is a Demonttration that their Refo- 
lutions were not the Effect of Court-Influence, 
and without that Influence there could be no Room 
for the Prevalency of a Faction, nor is there any 
Pretence for fuch a Charge. It is hard therefore, 
if fuch a Council fhall not be allowed to know 
what the faith was that had been delivered down 
to them; and as hard to think the ancient Faith 
was not agreeable to the Scriptures; it is next to 
giving up Chrifiianity as a Cheat and Impofture, to 
think God would fuffer his Church to err fo foon, 
in fo fundamental a Point as they did, if the Ni- 
cene Council erred in their Decifions ; fince it is 
evident, from all the Monuments left us of the Pri- 
mitive Church, that their Decifions may be traced 
up to the very earlicft of thofe that are certainly 
genuine ; or at leaft that there is nothing to be 
found inconfiftent with them. 

Thefe Confiderations make it very juftly to be 
doubted, whether the Fundamental and univerfally 
received Articles of the Chriftian Faith fhould be 
fuffered to be the Subjects of Pamphlets, which 
come into al] Hands, and not only fill the Minds 
of ignorant well-meaning People with endlefs 
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4.78 A new Defence of the 
Scruples and Perplexities, but give the Enemies 
of Religion a Handle to call every Thing into 
doubt, as if nothing either were, or could be cer- 
tain in the Gofpel. Revelation. The Wifdom, I 
fay, of fuffering this, may be juft Matter of Doubt, 
whateyer Allowance may be given in Matters of 
an inferior Nature, and which are not of great 
Confequence, which-ever Way they be decided, 
or however People may differ in their Opinions 
of them ; though even in fuch, where there is an 
Eftablifhed Church, it is ridiculous for any one to 
defire a Liberty to infult it with Impunity. 

But his L————p has one terrible Objection 
ftill behind, againft requiring from any Perfons a 
Submiffion of Silence, which I fhould have leatt 
expected from his L———p of all Men living ; 
and that is, that without fuch a Liberty the Refor- 
mation could never have been made, nor can be 
defended. When his L— p talks at this Rate, it 
is plain he thinks of any Reformation rather than 
our own, which was made in a regular Way, and 
by our Governors; nor did our firft Reformers, in 
the main, require any lefs Obedience either of AF 
fent or Silence, than. is required now 3 fo that we 
have not departed. from the Principles of our Re- 
formers with refpect to Authority in Religious 
Matters, but fhould do fo greatly, if we were to 
go into his LL—-—p’s Notions. But I will not de- 
fend our Reformation from any Thing. particular 
to it, I will fuppofe we reformed in England, as ir- 
regularly as they did in other Countries ; What 
then? Does it follow that a Submiffion of Silence 


is not due'to Authority in a Church well reformed, 
becaufe 


shi Yo sol aw Ro Bi 

exterseech oft ovin wel eebenesiegeatl we might 

e if pata T yiovs Nee oF sibakkls ae 
12 2d Livox 10 porom verte mttihiod Th wh 
4 .toRiW adT aciulovetl Ieioe) alt ai 
dio Yost) Duff queer aii pul te. 


MG ees fit Covipusdl Yativ porno A. : 7 
340 Won oN doidw..tng uae sonslgi ne a 


shots inal ad eh ya ys- sont spRAOD 
mmoie® tb ni with gan vijeot pion? As 

6 3) ort orsilw haw al mings Ayurads r 
oy a yne Jot aotuvihie si 1 yey belle s 

Ainge apr vis or grsdi) n stieh” ati 

mmo otelerta sew dal q@— Tey 
P colza'l yne vant ghee re -Unirlsd 1 
Tye) ved blood F-vtoisiw ake fo 
; deentoreit te do Cpa ond 

«Jolt ac yredul 2 doub-aiadtiw’ wads al yaihy ne 
als 713 toa wake aged geed totANT a 
i 1 eal te golly Jaded ab 
nals saw wavinenee ym Vo edniis ode 
be oT taba, fom ite Hoisiw.. 
carp”. Thil sue Gib vent Conrad 
Ve Jer waindss en ar 
oe She OF pw be pag 
42 We ‘be entgioniel | ved 
Ode itt Pe ae “Panghat va * 
woo ov Te Abworg el oh: i eh aT 
~sb-woy Niw ¥ bth ynlfel 


oe godt yas otha os bw 

me \oigeth nt boctelay oop Bley vet 
isd estan sda A mio e 
SNR Jo Molticndo® » verte 4 


bidvohes law donna oi yi 
Hanna 


srReTT CEN S 


nh TE rn Sem tA RTE k 


eS 


ae 


LET 


Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 479 
becaufe it could not have been reformed, if fuch a 
Submiffion had been inviolably paid to the corrupt 
Church, from which they did reform ? May the 
Obedience of the Members of the Church be de- 
nied to their lawful Superiors at any Time, be- 
caufe it may be neceflary it fhould be at fome 
Time? Sure his L p, who has fo well defend- 
ed the Revolution, can help us out in this Difficul- 
ty : [tis but diftinguifhing between ordinarily and 
extraordinarily, and the Bufinefs is done. Obedi- 
ence 1s grdinarily due to our Civil Governors, and 
therefore the People are always to be taught Obe- 
dience ; but if the Government fhould degenerate 
into Tyranny, (an odious Cafe, which therefore nei+ 
ther the Laws of any Country, nor the Gofpel fup- 
pofes) natural Reafon directs a Nation to a Remedy, 
which, when the Grievances are univerfal, they 
will have recourfe to without any Directions from 
their Teachers for it. So in Matters of Religion, 
Obedience, as being neceffary for the Peace of the 
Church, is ordinarily due to the Injunctions of our 
Superiors, which are prefumed to be lawful and 
juft, till the contrary appears, But if they fhould 
abufe their Authority, and deftroy the End of their 
Inftitution, and tyrannize over the Confciences and 
Rights of the People, as the Papacy or Court of 
Rome did before the Reformation, the People will 
then withdraw their Obedience, and affert their 
Spiritual Liberties, as in the other Cafe their Civil 
ones. This our Nation did at the Reformation ; 
and, when the like Caufe is given, will no doubt do 
fo again. But certainly it is very unreafonable to 
turn the Exception into the Rule, and to preach 
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up Difobedience either to Spiritual or Civil Govern- 
ors in general Terms, which even upon his L——p’s 
Principles, can never be lawful, but when it is ne- 
ceflary, But it is in vain to tell his L p, that 
the Obedience I contend for, is neceffary for the 
Peace of the Church. This Peace, in his L—p’s 
Senfe, 1s Stupidity and Lethargy: Be it fo, I think 
either of them preferable to the Convulfions and 
Ravings of People diftraéted with the Madnefs of 
Enthufiafm ; which would be the unavoidable Ef. 
feet of his Lordfhip’s Scheme, if any Credit may 
be given to what has always been the Opinion of 
the wifeft Men, or to the Experience of all Times. 
People fupid and lethargick hurt none but them- 
felves, but Men in a raging Fever nobody is fafe 
from ; and therefore I defire to be out of their 
Way, or that they may be out of mine. 

And thus I have at laft gone through his L——p’s 
Sermon, which is in all Refpects fo unworthy of his 
Pen, and fo much below his great Character, that 
there is a Neceffity of fuppofing it was made in the 
oreatett Hafte and Hurry of Thought; for which 
Reafon I cannot think it either kad in the Convoca- 
tion, or that it was worth their while to take fo much 
Notice of it as they did. Not kind; for who 
could help feeing it was a hafty Compofition ? And 
if it was, would it not have become the Candor of 
fuch a Body, to make a proportionable Allowance 
for the many Faules of ic? But if they would not 
be fo kind, yet how could they think it worth their 
while to cenfure it? Which if they had not done, 
fach a Production would have died as foon as born, 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 481 
and had long fince been buried in deep Oblivion ; 
hafty Births being never long lived. 

If any could doubt before, whether his L p’s 
Sermon had a Right to the Excufe I have in thefe 
Papers made for it, I hope thefe Remarks have put 
it beyond all Queftion, and that this is the true Rea- 
fon why his L—p’s Defign is no better executed. If 
{ had not entred into fo particular a Proof of it, it 
might juftly be prefumed from hence, that this Ser- 
mon was made at a Time, when one may well fup- 
pofe his L p intended a Difcourfe of another 
Nature, and more fuitable to the Seafon, the fo- 
Yemn Time of Let, in the Middle of which he was 
to preach. It cannot therefore fairly be fuppofed 
to have been made in purfuance of his L p’s 
firft Intention ; but that it was occafioned by fome 
Incident thrown on a fudden in his Way after- 
wards, which would neither let him purfue his 
firft Subject, nor allow him Time to write with 
Care upon this. For his L— P is too good a 
Judge of Men and Things, not to know that the 
Subject he had undertaken was of the nicett Na- 
ture, and required the moft skilful Hand, and that 
it would be very difficult, efpecially for one in his 
1,——-p’s Situation, who could not but knew he 
had already given great Offence by fome Parts of 
his Prefervative, to avoid Cenftrre; and that the 
Cenfure, which on this Occafion fhould fall on 
him, would at the fame Time atlec&t thofe for whofe 
Service he has profeffed the greateft Zeal; the E- 
vent has but too well fuewn, how much Difafleéti- 
on this one Sermon has occafioned, and it was 
eafy for a Perfon of Icfs Penetration than’ his 
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].—p to forefee it would. Thefe Confidera- 
tions, 1f I may borrow a Word his L —p has 
ina Manner appropriated to his own Ufe, are 
to me Demonftrations, that fome fudden, urgent, 
unforefeen Caule, forced his L —p upon this 
Subject, and that nothing but want of Time hin- 
dered a Perfon of his uncommon Abilitics from 
treating it ina Manner Jef offenfive : For if he had 
not been extreinely flreightned in Time, had he 
had but enough to read his Sermon over after it 
was made, can one think he would not here and 
there have inferted fome faving Words? Would 
he not once have faid, [would not be miffaken ; or, 

would not be underfleod to be againft all Autho- 
yity, or againft the Conftitution and Eftablifh- 
ment of our own excellent Church ? Such Sorts of 
Salvo’s muft have found fome Place in this Ser- 
mon, if his L p had the leaft Room Jeft him 
to reflect a fecond Time upon its unlefs it can be 
fuppofed that he had a Mind to give Offence for 
Reafons I fhall not name, or that he is in earneft 
againft the Whole of our Eflablithment, and would 
have all the Laws in Favour of the Church repeal- 
ed; which I fhall never believe, till I fee his L—p 
quit either his Order, or the Honours and Advan- 
tages annexed to it. 

What the particular Inducement was, that made 


his L——.p turn his Thoughts from the Seafon to 
the Subject of Church-Authority, I dare not af- 
firm, his L—-—p having faid fomewhere, that 


he writ it without the leaft View of pleafing or dt/- 
pleajing any Man living; by which, if he means 
that be has not writ what he did not think, to 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 483 
make his Court to any one; I readily believe it: 
But would his L p have chofen, juft at that 
Time, to give his Hearers his Thoughts upon that 
Subject, if he had not been determined to it by 
fome Things that were then in Agitation ?’ as his 
IL.—p declares himfelf in his Sermon again{t 
negative Difcouragements: So I remember juit at 
that Time there was, among fome People, great 
Expectation of a Bill being brought into Parliament 
to take them away. And if it will confilt with his 
L p’s Declaration of having no View, I fhould 
{trongly believe, that was the true Inducement to 
his preaching this Sermon. But why his L p 
did not think the Houfe of Lords a properer Place 
to fpeak his Thoughts on that Point, than St. 
Fames’s Chaple, I cannot imagine, Did he think 
a hafty Sermon would affect the Fate of fuch a Bill, 
or could influence thofe to be for it, who would 
otherwife be againft it ? Or that ic was of Impor- 
tance to the Caule, or of any Service to himfelf, to 
bear his Teftimony fo early, and fo unneceffarily ? 
Hither of thefe are weak Suppofitions, and the 
Jatter inconfiitent with the Sincerity his L p 


always acts with. 


But whatever was his L p’s Inducement to 
write, if it be plain he writ in Hafte, and there be 
fuch Marks of it throughout the Sermon as I have 
reprefented, his L—p has a Right, if he will infitt 
on it, to ereat Allowances to be made him for the 


‘Parts that have given fo much Offence 5 and I can- 


not but wonder nobody in Convocation would argue 
this in his Behalf, which, had it been well urged, 
mutt have had a very good Effect, But perhaps it 
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will be faid, the Committee were not offended at his 
15 p’s ill Execution of his D.:fign, but at the 
Defign itfelf, as tending to introduce a total Con- 
fufion into the Church, and fubverting Difcipline 
and Government, and all Ufe of the moft reafon- 
able Authority ; and that it was thofe evil Tenden- 
cies which gave fo much Odfence. I wifh I could 
fay in Anfwer, that his L p’s Sermon had no 
fuch Tendencies; but whatever his Defign were, 
which I fhall not prefume to enquire farther into, 
as the great Inaccuracy that appears in the Execu- 
tion of it, is, in my Opinion, the beft Excufe that 
can be made for it; fo I have pufhed this Argu- 
ment in its Defence, as far as I fairly could, and 
fhewn that his L p has only raifed a thick 
Duft, but proved nothing. 


m——— Mave xoves, 4 mevre mo under, 
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But I defire it may be obferved, that I make no . 
Application of the firft Part of it, I might indeed 
have made his L p’s Sermon appear {till worfe 
than it is in itfelf, by an Epitome of it, after the 
Example which his L ps in his great Wifdom 
and Goodnefs, has fet in his laft inimitable Perfor- 
mance :’ But I think there is no Occafion for it, nor 
can I yet perfuade my/felf, upon a fingle Authority, 
to go into a Method fo perfectly new. If what I 
have done will in any meafure fatisfy his L——p’s 

I’nemies, 
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Bifbop of Bangor’s Sermon. 4.85 
Enemies, I have my End. For to his Friends his 
Sermon wants no Apology ; they will be ready 
enough to fay, -—— Now tali Auxiuio, nec Deren- 
soriBus i/tis NosTER eget; its very Faults are Beau- 
ties in their Eyes, who admire and applaud the 
whole Performance in fuch a Manner, that they 
feem to meafure their Efteem of it by the Dift 
efteem it isin with others. Witnefs the Excomiums 
beftowed on his L p by the ptous and learned 
Nazarenus 3 witnefs the Incenfe offered to him by 
the more pious Independent Whig 5 who, in his bit- 
ter Zeal againft the Clergy, raifes a Monument of 
Praife to his L p, upon the Ruins of the Re- 
putation of the whole Order ; and profeffes him- 
felf fo great an Admirer of his eminent Abilities 
and other diftinguifhing Qualities, that he is impa- 
tient to fee him preferred fuitably to his great Me- 
rit; and is fo fure the Interefts of Truth and Liberty 
are nearly concerned in it, that he would have doth 
Houfes of Parliament addrefs his Majesty to give bis 
E p the beft Bifboprick in England : For which 
no doubt he thinks his L p extremely well 
qualified, from the Care he has hitherto taken of a 
little one ; having the Honour to be the firft, at 
Jeaft fince the Revolution, who has made a Bi- 
fhoprick a fine Cure. 

If fo great Authorities can have any Weight, I 
hope it will give no Offence, that I intreat for Fa- 
vour and better Quarter for a Perfon fo deferving : 
One, whom even his Enemies mutt allow to be a 
charitable, meek, difpaffionate, difinterefted, pious, 
learned, judicious Man ; learned and judicious, for 
he has read * Chillingworth and Hales ; pious, for he 

has 


Sp .cxownsd, eonall Ys gud 
vd doh ad owl bed yor oved 1 asimanel 
Ghusy ost Tew yore 7 ¥ya A on vasw sonvipg 
eaqadl wo “ural Ves ~—— pt o 
phe yenvitnel yoy oti 7 ey sae THOM A) eu GEAOE 
si fuxlyge tins stimbe ow ea ne 
nts tila toe x colt ot suqncnoet 
Hil orld vd ti Yo risolt ioe suteom ot 
noawmvew. cls oat soto duiw ale 
horceal fran rool sey yu yp ———F lel eo ho ; 
yd anid or brie shereel alt dseniw é | : 
-tid ath i ovtur. 4 lA wept, enoig > 
id inorihnolvi avai pepet> odd ge i or oe) : 
an oats Ye anni set rey iT : 
“tpl eSOvtow bes ¢ wliot) stade af Toe x . i. 
eonela sinew ai Yo aeinbA ae icogatt 8 Cha 
Saegini 8h sot Shel anki yriPlogniftib dota - ie 
a vey veh 4 tboliny Wevelin, roid oft or sada) 0) 
went. by oc Ata wa . i i 
Awd oved idvow sd salsa Were a 
GL way ven vid ee 
haidw ral: boalgadd Soto Se vs, De 
How gous (p—— EF dil sale sa 
Kk to aodal oFrstll ead of perseee 
ae Shvodt od of nell ant g 
“ff wy shen vad cilw jrtommle 


1 


L digi yo avail may a 
<#'t wi) sastyai Tandy . 
= usivetsb ob ndiath —— 
£ of wolln Tina is 
dhvig pbofinaintlh oe 
yw wath, bens repre 
ane cwoity 7 sla bine 


4.86 A new Defence of the 

has made fome Prayers; di/interefted, for he every 
where declares again{t the Rewards of this World, 
though he fo well deferves them 5 di/paffionate, for 
he is calm and undifturbed under the greatelt Provo- 
cations 3 very meek, for he fhews no Refentments 
but of Pity towards thofe unhappy Men that have 
writ again{t him; and extremely charitable, for he 
is perpetually complaining of the Want of it in 
others: Whereas it is ealy to fhew, from almott 
every one of his L p’s Books, that his Ad- 
verfaries are ftrange Creatures, Men of Avarice 
and Ambition, governed by Intereft and Paffion, 
without Charity, Learning or Judgment; which 
Jaft Characters need no other Proof, than that 
they dare to differ from him, which they never do, 
but at the fame Time they differ from themfelves, 
and run into perpetual Contradictions. 


* I doubt I have faid too much in fuppofing 
his L—p to be fo well read in Mr. Chillingworth ; 
for upon looking into his Works for the Pafiages 
quoted out’ of him in p..238, 239, 240. of his 
laft Book, and finding fome very material Omit 
fions, I have difcovered that his L p did not 
take them from the Author himfelf, but at fecond- 
hand from Dr. Clark’s Preface to his Scripture 
Doéfrine, p. 13, 14, where are all the fame Paflages, 
with all the fame Omiffions, with this Difference, 
that the good Bifhop has given us the Words of 
Dr. Clark, which contain the Senfe of a Lalin Quo- 
tation not exylifbed by Mr. Chillingworth, as if they 
had been his. Which fhews his ———p, in this 
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Jaft Performance, to be the fame Aaffy Writer I have 
fhewn him to be in his Sermons; of which there 
are indeed numberlefs other Proofs, efpecially in 
his Explications of Scripture, where it is his 
L p’s Misfortune to be moft miftaken in 
thofe Places, in which it was his Concern moft 
not to be miftaken; of which, asking the Bifhop 
of Oxford’s Pardon, I will give the Reader one 
Inftance, and then ‘take Leave of him. His 
L p, in p. 236, proves, there can be no Right 
in fallible Men to fuch an Authority, as he is there 
oppofing, ——~ becaufe: Chrift is faid, Hed, xi. 2. 
to be the Author and Finifber of our Faith, (that is, 
fays the Bifhop, zeacwis, Perfecter) of that Faith 
which was oncE delivered to the Saints, fuch as it 
was TO BE CONTENDED FOR, dong before ANY 
Councit of uninfpired Men met to Deviver it 
to them OVER AGAIN in another Form, Were isa 
vaft Weight laid upon the Sound of two Scripture 
Words, Faith and Finifber, without the leaft In- 
dication that his L————p knew the true Senfe 
of either of them, and yet his Words fhew he 
had looked into the Original ; the Senfe of which 
is plainly this, and nothing elfe, that we fhould 
ren with Patience the Race of Faith fet before us, 
being not only encouraged to it by the heroick 
Examples recorded in the preceding Chapter, but 
having Ye/us alfo for our Pattern, who has him- 
felf led the glorious Way, is the epri2¢és Author, 
and will be our Rewarder zeasenis, will crown 
our Sufferings at the Laft Day with a happy Im- 
mortality, [See Heb. 1. 10. 2 Zim, iw. 7, 8.] 
What now is this to the Church’s having or not 
having 
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having Authority in Articles of Faith? Sure his 
L—p will in Time be cured of this ftrange In- 
accuracy, and will, before he writes again, be per- 
fuaded ferioufly to read over the New Te/tament, 
or not meddle in Controverfies where there 1s no 
taking one Step right, without a good Knowledge 
Breit, i a 

I may perhaps ina little Time have Occafion 
to confider his L————p’s Sermon in another 
View, and make fome Remarks upon it, as it is 
the Performance of a Bifhop of the Church of 
England, anda Friend to the prefent Govern- 
ment. 
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She End of the Firlt Volume. 
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